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‘.AGENCY REOPENS CORRECTIVE

ACTION FOR

. "Souip WAasTE MANAGEMENT UNITS AT
' HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITIES

The Enwronmental Protectlon Agency (EPA} /s{
-corrective action program in an effort té6 ldentlfy
" protectiveness, responsiveness, speed and efflcv

apenmg a d/al09ue on- the RCRA
and develop iriprovements to the
ency of corrective action cleanups "

and to focus the corrective action program on elfgwronmenta/ results. This hotice -
mtroduces EPA’s strategy for development of cc»rrectlve action reglilations and

“@ status report on the corrective action program ’

guidance, requests comments on a broad range. Pf carrect/ve action ISSUGS, prowdes

and emphasrzes areas of f/eX/b/I/ty

within current correct/ve action /mplementatlan, o

‘Background

In the 1984 Hazardous and Sohd Waste Amendments (HSWA) to the Resource Conservatlon
- and Recovery Act (RCRA), Congress directed EPA to require correctlve action (cleanup) for all
releases of hazardous waste.and hazardous constituents from solid Waste management units at
facilities seeking RCRA permits. Solid waste management units 1nclude any unit in which solid

wastes have been managed at any time. Facilities seeking RCRA pel
hazardous wastes are treated, stored, or dlsposed -

mlts mclude facﬂ.mes at which

Since 1984, EPA and authorized states have made cons1derable wprogress in 1mplemen11ng the

. corrective action requirements, but, desplte this progress, the overa]ﬁh[

implementation of the pro-

- gram has been subject to considerable criticism. States, environmental groups, and the regulated
community have raised ' many concerns, including: slow progress in ach1ev1ng cleanup or other -
environmental results; an emphasis.on process and reports over actual work in the field; unrealistic, -
impractical or overly conservative cleanup goals; and, lack of meanmrgful pubhc participation.

While EPA believes many of these concerns have- been overstated, 1tl

recogmzes that the time has

“come for a fundamental. re- evaluatlon of the corrective action program

In 1990, EPA proposed detailed corrective action regula’aons Although very httle of the 1990

proposal was fmallzed it is often used as guldance

Action

T

- The Agency i is requeshng comments on a broad range of corrects ve achon issues mcludlng
’general implementation of the corrective action program and suggesqons for improvément, consis-
tency with the Superfund program, voluntary cleanup, future land us e, points of compliance,
expanding opportunities for public participation, measuring and enfo; reing corrective action perfor-
mance standards, and state authonzatlon Comments also are sohcm'd on the 1990 proposal,

espema]ly concermng which, if any, portions of the 1990 proposal sh

ould be finalized, which ‘
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| EPA hopes to conﬁnue its dlalogue w1th mterested stakeholders throughout th1s effort

- ‘waste (5305W), 401 M Street SW Washmgton, DC 20460 o

o should be modlfied and reproposed and wh1ch= should be addressed 1n gu}tdance rather than
’ regulatlon '

This notice also contains a general status report on'the corrective actioni program (and other

o developments smce 1990), hlghhghts of some successful corrective action dpproaches pioneered by
- states and EPA regions, and a descrlptton of ex_lstmg program ﬂemblhty :

EPA has the benefit of more than 10 years expenence in correctlve action 1mplementat10n
The Agency is committed to using this experience to develop, and implement program improve-
ments. EPA’s objectives in improving the corrective action program include: creating a consistent, |

: holistic approach to cleanup at RCRA fac1l1t1es, estabhshmg protective; practical cleanup expecta- _

tions; shlfu.ng more of the respon51bll1t1es for ach1ev1ng cleanup to those res pons1ble for the con:

. tamination; streamhmng corrective action and reducmg costs, and enhancmg opportunmes for
umely, meanmgful pubhc part101patron : :

- Comments submltted in response to thlS not10e wﬂl be used to help EPA 1dennfy and prioritize

o program development activities, mcludmg development of correctwe action guidance, policy and

regulations. The action is the first step in ‘EPA’s effort to’ 1mprove the corrective action program

Ié

"EPA is mterested in comments and suggestmns for 1mprovements to the correcuve action

‘j program from all stakeholders and interested parties. The Agency is especially interested in
‘ comments based on actual correctlve action 1mp1ementat10n expenences

For More Informatlon

The Federal Register notice and this fact sheet are avallable in electronic format on the Internet
through the EPA public Access Server. Addmonal information and paper, copies. of this notice can
be obtained by calling the RCRA' Hotlme at. 800 424-9346 outside the Washington, D.C. area, or
703-412-9810 in the Washmgton, D.C. area or TDD 800- 553- 7672 (for the hearmg 1mpa1red) A
list of supportmg documents for the ANPR and copies of these documents may be obtained by |
writing the RCRA Information center (RIC), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Solid




