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TheProdem

In contragt to higarical mining adtivities, modern mining operations
aregenadly wdl desgned, operated and regulated. But problems
caused by past mining activitiesremain. Mining can affect neerby
bodies of water--both directly, by digurbing surface and ground
water, and indirectly through runoff. The result can be srious
pallution and public hedth problems  Some mining-rdated water
problems areincreased sedimentation, released toxins and solutions
leached from impoundments which generate acids from waste rock
and pitwdls Minedugt and tallingsaretroubling aswell. Thereare
bdieved to be between 200,000 and 500,000 inactive and abandoned
hardrock minesnationwide. 1n 1995, Region 3 of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) found that 5,100 miles of dreamsinthe
Appdachian region were adversdy affected by acid mine drainage.
Much of this can be aitributed to aandoned cod mines. Many
dakeholders are concerned: federd agendies, Sates tribes locd
governments, indudry and environmental groups. A watershed
gpproach to solving these problems fosers communication and
cooperation among al dakehdlders

What isthe Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)

The51 CWSRF programswork like banks (each sate and Puerto
Rico hasone). Federd and date contributions are usad to capitdize
or set-up theprograms. Theseassets (inexcessof $27 billion) are
used to make low-interest loansfor important weter qudity projects.
The CWSRF programs currently issue gpproximately $3 billionin
loansannudly. Fundsare repaid to the CWSRF sover tarmsas
long astwernty years Repaid fundsare recycled to fund other water
quelity projects The CWSRF can a0 provide loan guarantees,
bond insurance, and refinancing of exiging dett.

What'sin it for You?

In conddering theimpacts of mining on the environment, EPA expects
the CWSRF to become a sgnificant source of funding for nonpoint
source projects, such asmining. Certain mining Stesthat contributeto
waer qudity imparment could benefit from this huge financid
resource. Loans are issued a beow market rates (0% to less than
market), offering borrowers Sgnificant savingsover thelife of theloan.

Sourcesof Loan Repayment

Though finding a source of repayment may prove chdlenging, it does
not haveto be unnecessarily burdensome. Many usarsof the CWSRF
have demondraied ahigh degree of credtivity in identifying sources of
loan repayment.  The source of repayment need not come from the
project itself. Some possihilitiesindude

. feespad by developers on other lands

. recregtiond fees (fishing licenses park entrance fees)

. dormwater management fees

. wagtewater user charges

. donations or dues made to nonprafit groups and associaions
. resource extraction fees

The CWSRF will inves 1020 of itsfunds
on pdluted runoff prgectsby 2001
--Clean Water Action Pan

Regrictions

Inactive or abandoned hardrock mines permitted under the Nationd
Pollutant Discharge and Elimination Sysem (NPDES) or cod mines
permitted under the Surface Mining Control and Redamation Act
(SMCRA) may bedigiblefor CWSRF funding if publicly owned.
Adtive hardrock minesthat are permitted under NPDES arenct digible
for funding unless publicly owned. Active SMCRA permitted codl
mines mus dso be publidy owned to become fundeble under the
CWSRF. Nor-permittedinectiveor abandoned minesmay befundable
as Section 319 nonpoint source projects if they are part of a date's
Nonpoint Source Management Flan. Mining adtivitiesare snged out
asapriority for funding under Sation 319.

Elighle Projects

Potentia projectsindudetheremovd of talingsfrom sream bedsand
flood plains, dso the remediation of aquatic or sscondary impects by
meansof:

. dischagedverson

. runoff digoerson

. sdiment control and collection

. grading and capping of contaminated sources

. bedfilling of mine openings

. replanting and soil dabilization

Thefollowing areexamplesaof mining projects, thet whilefunded under
the Clean Water Act as Section 319 nonpoint source grants, would be
digiblefor loansfrom the CWSRF.

The Colorado Divison of Minerds and Geology and an operating
mining company arecooperaing toreducethedrainageof heavy metas
into atributary of Clear Creek. The processing of mine wadesfor a
hegp leaching operdtion provides an opportunity for the mining
company to do Stereclameation and drainage stabilization. The$52,000



Nonpoint Source grant will be used for grading and cgpping mine
tailings, the placement of check damsand other dahilizationtechniques

The Wesmordand County Consarvation Didrict, in cooperation with
theWestern PennsylvaniaCodlition for Abandoned MineRed amation,
ussd aNPS grant to complete acid mine drainage remediation work to
reduce contamination from an abandoned cod mining Ste.

The Colorado Divison of Minerds and Geology , in associaion with
the Animas Watershed initiative, (which indudes locd dtizens
agendes, mining interess, and dae and federd land managers), is
conducting aproject toimproveweter quaity by removing minewades
from drainage aress and neutrdizing acid mine water usng limestone
backfill of the mine entrance. The mine wadte area will then be
regraded and revegetated.

A $89,000 grant with the Colorado San Juan Resource Conservation
and Deveopment organization will demondrate the use of hydrologic
controls and revegetation to reduce heavy metd contamination of the
Animas River wetershed.

A $47,000 NPS grant to an earthmoving company is being used to
remove mill talings and mine wagte from the Kerber Cresk, Colorado
dream channd and disposeof theminanearby waderepodtory. After
the mine wadte and tailings have been removed from the crek, the
bankswill be gabilized and revegetated.

Since 1989 the CWSRF program hasfunded 1,100 projects, invesing
more than $830 million to dean up polluted runoff.

I’m Interesed-What Next?

Sincethe CWSRFismanaged largely by thestates, project funding may
vary according to prioritieswithin eech date. Projectsbecomedigible
for funding by beingindudedinthestate Nonpoint Source M anagement
Fan, the date Priority Lig, or pat of a Nationd Eduary Program
Comprenendve Conservation and Management Flan. Thoseinteresed
in deaning up polluted runoff resulting from mining activities should
seek out their CWSRF programs, learn how their date programworks,
and participatein theannud processthat determineswhich projectsare
funded.

For moreinformation on the CWSRF, or for aprogram
represntativein your date please contact:
The Clean Water State Revolving Fund Branch
U.S Environmentd Protection Agency
401 M Strest, SW (Mail Code 4204)
Washington, DC 20460
Phone: (202) 260-7359 Fax: (202) 260-1827
internet; www.epa.gov/OWM
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