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Pollution: The o
‘Nation’s- Largest et
f’iW?t%ﬂQ“?'»'tV Problem

R . v . / “ \-" - o
| Why is there strll water that’s too d1rty for sw1mm1ng, f1sh1ng, or drlnk-

; 1ng7 Why are native specres of plants and anlmals dlsappeanng from many
. rlvers, lakes, and coastal waters7 ’3;;

The Unlted States has madé trernendous,advances in the past 25 years to
- clean up the aquatlc env1ronment by controlling pollution from industries
: and sewage treatment plants. Unfortunately, we did not do enough'to -

= control pollution from diffuse, or nonpoint, sources. Today, nonpeint source -

(NPS) pollut1on remalns the Nation’s largest source of water quality prob— -k
. lems. I's the main reason that approx1mately 40 percentof surveyed rivers, |

Iakes, and estuanes are not clean enough to- meet basic uses, such as fishing .

f, “or, swnnmmg L - ,
4"/t)(~ S .

NPé pollutlon occurs When ralnfall snowmelt or 1rr1gat10n funs over.
land or through t the ground picks up pollutants, and deposits.them into
""“7“ r1vet’s, 1akes, and coastal waters or mtroduces them into ground water.

T ground watet] or the ocean. Any .
7 The mos, st common NP S POllu- . pollutant it picks up on its journey
“Z tants are soils and nutrzents R canbecome part of the NPS -
" that wash into water bodzes — Pmﬁlenfl NPS pollution also
- From agrlcultuml land, - ”; includes adverse changes to the—.
. IS vegetatron,/shape and flow of -
T constructzon sztes, and, other :
s - streams and other aquatic systems
s,, _ areas of dzsturbunce . -
. R . -,ﬁ ‘_1‘:/; L x = NPS pollutlon is wrdespread
T P ‘because it can occur any time
act1V1t1es dlsturb the land or water Agrrculture forestry, grazing, septrc
systems, recreational boatlng, urban runoff, construction, physical changes
 to stream channels, and habitat degradaﬁon are potentlal sources of NPS
. pollutlon Careless or umnformed household management also contrlbutes
o NPS pollutlon problems. . . 7 : T

T e e e e
“The latest Natignal Water Quality Inventory 1nd1cates that agnculture
~Is the  leading contrxbutor to water quality impairments, degrading 60-.
percent of the 1mpa1red river mlles and half of the impaired lake acreage -
‘surveyed by states, terr1tor1es, and trlbes Runoff from" utban areas is the ™
_ largest source of water quahty 1mpa1rments to surveyed estuarles (areas
’near the coast Where seawater mixes w1th freshwater)
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Imagrne the path taken by a drop of rain from: the time it hits the -- R T |
“~] 1 -{Agriculture Agriculture Urban,runoff -
e ground to when it reaches a r1ver, I . : - k
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| E on nonpoint S
source (NPS) pollutlon

‘Municipal ~Municipal Municlpal

2 | point | point | point- .
" | sources sources - | sources
-Stream/ _ | -~ - -
3 | habifat. . |Urban runoff| Agriculture |
-~ | ehanges } - . _ - T

NPS pollution occurs when ,
water runs over land or through | -
the. ground, plcks up pollutants,

and ‘deposits them in surface -
waters or- mtroduces them lnto N .
ground water o




RELATED PUBLICATIONS

= Additional fact sheets in the
Nonpoint Pointers series
(EPA-841-F-96-004)
EPA Journal, Vol. 17, No. 5,
Nov/Dec 1991, (EPA-22K-
1005)

Managing Nonpoint Source
Pollution: Final Report to
Congress on Section 319 of
the Clean Water Act (EPA-
506/9-90)

NPS News-Notes (EPA-841-
N-92-003)

Polluted (EPA-841-F- 94-
005)

The Quality of Our Nation’s
Water: 1994 (EPA-841-8-95-
004)

The Watershed Protection
Approach (EPA-503/9-92
002)

To order any of the above EPA
documents call or fax the
National Center for Environmen-
tal Publications and Information..
Tel (513) 489-8190

Fax (513) 489-8695

FOR MORE INFORMATION

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency

Nonpoint Source Control Branch
Washington DC 20460

Internet Address: _
http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/
index.html

Schematic ofa Wate’rshed,

The most common n NPS pollutants are sediment and nutr1ents These
wash into water bodies from agricultural land, small and medium-sized
animal feeding operations, construction sites, and other areas of distui-
bance. Other commont NPS pollutants include pesticides, pathogens (bacte-
ria and viruses), salts, oil, grease, toxic chemicals, and heavy metals Beach
closures, destroyed habitat, unsafe drinking water, fish kills, and many
other severe environmental and human health problems result from NPS
pollutants. They also spoil the beauty of healthy, clean water habitats. Each
year the United States spends millions of dollars to.restore and protect the
areas damaged by NPS pollutants s

Progress

During the last 10 years, our country has made significant headway in
addressing NPS pollution. At the federal level, the Nonpoint Source Man--
agement Program was established by the 1987 Clean Water Act Amend- -
ments, and the Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Program was established by the
1990 Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments. Other recent federal
programs, as well as state, terr1tor1a1 tr1bal and local programs also tackle
NPS problems. -

In addition, publ1c and pr1vate groups have developed and used pollu—
tion prevention and reduction initiatives and NPS pollution controls, known
as management measures, to_clean up our water efficiently. Water quality -
monitoring and environmental education supported by government agen-
cles, tribes, industry, volunteer groups, and schools have provided informa- -

n and have helped to determme the effectiveness of -

TR Bl

g, fishing, dnnkmg, and aquat1c life.




