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_The Clean Water Act of 1972 helped clean up of many of our country s

B 7,waters often acluevmg dramatlc 1mprovements Despite those successes, -~
“approximately 36 percent of the Nation’s surveyed river miles, 37 percent of -

its surveyed lake acreage, and 37 percent of its surveyed estuarine square-
miles are not safe for basic uses such as sw1mm1ng or ffhmg

States, terntorles, “and tribes estimate that at least half of these i impair-
-..ments, as well ag s1gn1f1cant ground water contammanon, are caused by )
nonpomt source (NPS) pollution, making it the Nation’s leading- . _
L 2 " source of water quahty problems. To address these problems,
= : Congress'amended the Clean

Water Act in 1987. Congress o
established the NPS Pollution-’
- ManagementProgram under

Since EPA began awardmg L
_section 319 grants'to zmplement
~ management programs, recipi--
- ents: huve directed approximately

" one-third of the funds toward
‘controlling agrzcultuml NPS .
pollution.

The program provides states, .-
terntorles, and tribes with grants
~to implement NPS pollution -
controls described in approved
~> NPS pollutlon management o
~programs.. T -

i

In 1990, the us. Envrronmental Protection Agency (EPA) began award- -
_ing grants to states, terrifories; and tribes with approved programs. By 1991,

_ all 50 states and the territories had received EPA approval; by 1995, 7 tribes |

also had received approval Since 1990, recipients of 319 grants have di:
rected approximately 40 percent of awarded funds toward controlling NPS
,pollutlon from agricultural lands. In addition, nearly one-quarter of the’
-.moneywas used for general assistance purposes, including funding for-
outreach and technical assistance. Efforts to control runoff from urban
sources, septic systems, and construction also received significant funding " -
~under section 319, as did projects-to manage wetlands and NPS pollutmn
from forestry, habitat degradahon, and changes to stream channels.

'In 1991, EPA established the National Momtorlng Program to evaluate
the effectiveness of NPS pollutlon control projects. Fourteen state-proposed --
piojects will be evaluated over a sixto 10-year petiod. The findings from_--
.. this effort will help states, territories, and tribes develop more successﬁﬂ
NPS pollut1on Controls in other watersheds

e e ’ ~.L A

E Understandmg and managmg nonpomt source pollutlon in your commumty -
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’Nonpomt Source =

section 319 of the amendments. “—

NPS poliution occurs'when
water runs over land or through-.

| the ground, , picks up pollutants,

and deposits them in surface

v waters or mtroduces them IntO

ground water
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As of 1995, EPA had awarded states, tgrrf{ories, and tribes $370 million
under section 319 to implement NPS pollution control. Section 319 Success
Stories provides examples of how states, territories, and tribes chose to use

v section 319 funds.

How Section 319 Works -

Assessment Reports

- All states, territories, and some tribes have met two basic requirements-to
be eligible for a section 319 grant, the first of which is to develop and gain
EPA approval of a NPS pollution assessment report. In the assessment " .
report, the state, territory, or tribe identifies waters impactéd or threatened ™~ -
by NPS pollution. They also describes the categories of NPS pollution, such
as agriculture, utban runoff, or forestry, that are causing water quality
problems. ' Lo ST :
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Management Programs -
To meet the second requirement a state, territory, or tribe must develop

‘and obtain EPA approval of a NPS pollution management program. This

program becomes the framework for controlling NPS pollution, given the
existing and potential water quality problems described in the NPS pollu- -
tion assessment report. A well-developed management program supports _
activities with the greatest potential to produce early, demonstrable water _
quality results; assists-in the building of long-term institutional capacity to
address NPS pollution problems; and encourages strong interagency coordi-
nation and ample opportunity for public involvement in the decision-
making process. = - S oL

How to Get Involved _

The addresses and telephone numbers of state and territory nonpoint
source officials are listed in the Nonpoint Source Water Quality Contacts
Directory. These individuals can inform citizens about section 319 program
activities in their home state or territory. They can also let citizens know
how to become involved in the periodic updates of section 319 NPS assess-
ments and NPS management programs. T : '




