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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan is to develop
a public and private partnership which recognizes the unique assets of
Southern Maryland as a heritage area and creates a plan of action which
will: 1) balance preservation, conservation, recreation and development;
2) preserve and enhance Southern Maryland's cultural, historical and
natural resources; (3) further develop Southern Maryland's economy by
creating economic opportunity and jobs; and (4) leverage the resources
necessary to accomplish the above.

The Southern Maryland Heritage Area includes Calvert, Charles and St.
Mary's Counties. The Area is circumscribed by the Chesapeake Bay, the
Potomac and Patuxent Rivers (See Figures | and 2). It is entirely within
the western shore of the coastal plain which descends in tiers from the
Piedmont Plateau to the Chesapeake Bay.

The region is rich in resources -- land, water, flora and fauna, history,
culture, and people. Southern Maryland's history spans from the arrival
of Native Americans to today's developing technology industry.

Nature, history and cufture in Southern Maryland are inextricably linked
— just as shore and tide are linked — each shaping the other over time.
Southern Maryland has been shaped, and is still being shaped, by its
geography, by its natural resources and by its residents. The interaction
of these three factors is what gives the region its cohesiveness making it
a special heritage area. The Southern Maryland Heritage Partnership
developed the theme “Where time and tide meet” to convey the region’s
rich natural, cuftural and historical heritage.

The Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan looks analytically at these
shaping factors and recommends policies and actions needed to preserve,
enhance, restore and promote an improved quality of life.

\&\&:.SwmnwmnaanS:SF:&Sﬁm%..Sn&wa:am&,ﬁamc\ WF&.
unified by large scale resources, such as rivers, lakes or bays, cana
systems, historic roads, trails or railroads. A heritage area may include
both urban and rural settlement, and is a cohesive, dynamic environment
Sﬁma change can be creatively guided to the benefit of the community and
place.”

National Coalition of Heritage Areas
Statement of National Need, 1995

This plan is thus the starting point of a community partnership to ensure
in decades to come, the stewardship of the region’s heritage resources,
and use of them to stimulate the local economy and improve our quality
of life.



L ainbi4

) &

vrudalq

, 'SAUN0Y) $,284020) 20Ut4] puv
12punay 2uny op1 S214ppunoqg 4unoy)
ULIYJI0U 2Y] SSOLOD SIVYDP2 IS ]V NIOD
‘saSpyury pup ‘saoustsadxa paivys pup
sawayy ‘Cioisty ‘advospuny sp fo suiiz;
u1 puvjavjy uiaynos ‘valy a3viafy

puvjlappy usayinos ayy pamwusisap

S1 Sa13UN07) S,AIDJY IS pup S3140Y))

‘12a10) Aq papunoq vaiv ayy ySnoyny,,

vruvajdsuuag

VLY, ASVILIL]
puv] v\ uLynosg ay |




Regional View:
The Southern Maryland
Heritage Area

Figure 2
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included in Chapter Il of the Plan. For purposes of organization, the
Subcornmittee divided the Area into three Heritage Regions: the Fotornac
Heritage Region, the Patuxent Heritage Region and the Chesapeake
Heritage Region. Within each Region, the Subcommittee identified and
evaluated the natural heritage resources accessible to the public, which
are important to the quality of life and economic viability of Southern
Maryland (See Figure 3). These regions were also agreed to serve as a
framework for the overall recommendations of this plan.

THE HISTORY, CULTURE & EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE
The aims of this Subcommittee's research were:

. Historic and cultural heritage preservation and conservation.

. Historic and cultural interpretation and education.

. Promotion of Southern Maryland's history, themes and shared
experiences.

. Identification and evaluation of resources.

The History, Cutture & Education Subcormmittee’s report was developed,
by means of a historical time line and themes and shared experiences
which classify cultural resources and emphasize their importance to the
heritage of Southern Maryland its quality of life and economic viability.
(See Chapter |ll, Historical and Cultural Resources).

THE TOURISM & EcCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
The aims of this subcommittee’s research were:

. Promotion of Southern Maryland's natural, cultural and historical
heritage.

. Promotion and marketing of the Southern Maryland Heritage
Area.

. Promotion of Southern Maryland as a tourist destination.

. Improvement and expansion of the tourism infrastructure (hotels,
restaurants, recreational facilities, town areas etc.).

. Identification and evaluation of resources.

The Tourism & Economic Development chapter of this plan evaluates the
economic potential of utilizing Southern Maryland's heritage resources to
attract visitors, thereby increasing jobs, building our local economy
through tourism visitation expenditures, business development and
retention. This Subcommittee has also been responsible for the
promotion and marketing of the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan.
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SOUTHERN MARYLAND HERITAGE AREA CORE STRATEGIES

SOUTHERN MARYLAND HERIMAGE PARTNERSHIP'S CORE
STRATEGIES

Subsequent to the original workshop and several meetings of the
Partnership, a Steering Committee was formed (See Appendix A,
Fartnership Organization)). This Steering Committee, in cooperation with
the three subcommittees, developed the following core strategies and
recommendations approved by the Southern Maryland Heritage
Partnership. Additional projects and recommendations are listed in
Chapter VI, Framework for Action.

STRATEGY |: DEFINE THE SOUTHERN MARYLAND HERITAGE AREA
THROUGH PHYSICAL, BIOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL
LINKAGES; ESTABLISH A RESOURCE INVENTORY AND GUIDELINES FOR
FUTURE ADDITIONS TO THE INVENTORY.

Recommendations:

+ Develop and maintain a comprehensive inventory of the natural,
recreational, Eﬂo:.nm_ and cultural resources of the Southem
Maryland Heritage Area.

+ Continue to evaluate and update planning guidelines for the
Southern Maryland Heritage Area.

¢ Develop a map and resource guide of heritage resources, natural,
cultural, historical and recreational.

STRATEGY 2: BALANCE THE PRESERVATION, CONSERVATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF THE HERITAGE AREA’'S NATURAL AND CULTURAL
RESOURCES WITH THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL WELL-BEING OF THE
AREAS.

Recommendations:

+ Incorporate the “Southem Maryland Heritage Area Plan” strategies
and recommendations into regional, county and municipal plans;
and into other public and private strategies for the region.

+ Seek increased opportunities for conservation, preservation, and
maintenance of Southern Maryland heritage resources through
official state and federal recognition of Southern Maryland as a

“Heritage Area.”

+ Support local, regional state and federal heritage programs.

+ Encourage and assist the public and private sectors to evaluate
opportunities to _B_m_m_‘:m% techniques to protect, enhance and
utilize the natural, historical and cultural resources of Southern
Maryland.

L / Work with the business community and local officials to revitalize

and promote historic districts and towns in the Heritage Area.

+ Promote recognition of and financial investment in heritage
resources to increase economic opportunity and revenues for all
segments of the economy and the region.

¢ Incorporate Chesapeake Bay Region Countryside Stewardship
Exchange recormmendations for the Wicomico River watershed
into a pilot Heritage Region Action Plan
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II. NATURAL RESOURCES AND RECREATION'

INTRODUCTION

The natural heritage of Southern Maryland is the landscape in which the
historical and cuftural heritage take place. This landscape includes the
water — tidal and non-tidal; the land — rocks, minerals, and soils; and the
past and present inhabitants — plants and animals. The natural resources
of this landscape may be characterized by federal, state, locally-owned
land and private property.

This chapter of the plan will demonstrate the environmental and
economic value of natural heritage to the region, reveal opportunities to
preserve and enhance it, promote the public's understanding, use and
enjoyment, and identify the inherent connections between natural,
historical and cultural heritage sites in Southern Maryland.

Natural heritage is valued for economic, cultural and aesthetic reasons.
These resources serve as natural capital for industry, agriculture, timber
harvesting, mining, fisheries and tourism. The natural environment attracts
development for a leisure and recreational industry (e.g. fishing, boating,
sailing) and contributes to a quality of life which attracts increasing
numbers of people to live in and visit the area. The lack of understanding
and knowledge of what needs to be protected, the impacts of land-
consumptive development patterns and overuse and misuse of natural
areas are beginning to seriously threaten this natural capital.

To address these issues, the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan seeks

to identify opportunities to continue or expand conservation efforts for
currently protected, government owned, natural heritage and recreational
lands, and to identify opportunities to encourage the protection of

privately-held property.

As Maryland's most rapidly growing region, Southern Maryland must
develop new ways of planning and accommodating growth if it is to retain
its rural and natural character. By maintaining natural heritage, Southern
Maryland can remain an attractive place to visit and a satisfying place to
live.

! This chapter is based on a report developed by the Natural Resources and Recreation Subcommittee. The full report is available from the Southern

Maryland Heritage Partnership.
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Fifteen thousand years ago, when planetary forces had created the
veritable Garden of Eden that is called Southern Maryland, the
region was brimming with a great wealth of living resources including
mature forests stocked to the hilt with timber and game. The waters
teamed with all forms of fish and waterfowl. Everything was wild,
diverse and wonderful. So vast was the bounty of natural heritage
in Southern Maryland that the first persons to see it assurned it to be
inexhaustible. But these resources were exhaustible. Therefore,
what is seen today is likely less than one tenth of the original bounty.
Even so, what remains is still so awe inspiring that it renders
imagining its pristine state an impossibility

Life in the Waters. The seventeenth century settlers were told that
the waters of the Chesapeake Bay and Maryland's
rivers,

“‘doe abound with fish of several sorts; and

many of them have no English names: There

are Whales, Sturgeons very large and good, and in great

- aboundance; Grampuses, Porpuses,
Mullets, Troute, Soules, Place, Mackerell,
Perch, Crabs, Oysters, Cockles, and
Mussles..."(Narratives of Early Maryland,

80. Captain John Smith has an almost identical list in his 7he

Generall Historre...vol. |, 57)

Today's marine resources are similar, but do not normally include
marine mammals although they are occasional visitors to the Bay.

The waters of Southern Maryland are rich in a great variety of plant
and animal life, ranging from microscopic organisms to large
stingrays, and are typically acdimated for slightly brackish to
moderately salty water. Species range from beach and marsh
dwellers to those that inhabit the deepest waters of the Bay.

Southen Maryland's Plants and Wildlife. The upland and wetland
flora and fauna of the

region are quite diverse.
in the 1500's virgin

Primary plant communities include: holly, bayberry,
hard g laurel, dogwood, beech, sycamore, white and red oak,
ardwoo paw paw, black gum, red maple, Virginia pine, loblolly,

'

—memmas s

forest slipper, winterberry, black eyed Susan, daisy,
PP €y 15y
covered honeysuckle, trumpet vine, fox grape, indian turnip and
ipe.
mostof the [ 7%
. x|
region's
land area.

Currently, primarily secondary growth forest (much of

the area has been cultivated at one time) covers much
of the fand area, with over 50 hardwood species known to occur.,
The region also hosts a wide variety of wildflowers. Southern
Maryland is home

to thousands of

species of plants Primary animal communities include: bear, deer, fox,
and animals that wolf, beaver, otter, woodchuck, muskrat, rabbit, geese,

perform  valuable

bird, cardinal, finches, blue crab, oyster, clams, turtle,
functions and are of | bass, shad, dolphin, etc.

general  interest.
These species and
the habitats they create are a source of a great attraction to visitors
in Southern Maryland as well as a source of great joy to its residents.

ducks, swan, bald eagle, osprey, turkey, blue heron, blue
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narrow mouth toad and the dwarf wedge mussel.

Natural resources officials have identified several snake and turtle
species as being of concern. The corn snake and coastal plain milk
snake are found in very few locations of the area as is the spotted
turtle. The Maryland Department of
Natural Resources has conducted a study
to determine the status of reptile and
amphibian populations statewide. Calvert
County is participating as one of the four
chosen research sites with expectations of
continuing and expanding the study in the near future.
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Southern Maryland
Natural Heritage Regions

Virginia

ks a4

Figure 4

s.*m




¢l

‘uonowo.d
puUe JuawaAosdwl ‘diyspsemals ‘uoneasasald Jo AYHOM saunjesy
a3eyJay [eUnjeU URUOD sease a1eAlld pue dignd asayl ‘Jayedo |

*AIMUSd YIn7 3y} ut Aeg axeadessyn) ayi Uo 35uasaud [eAru [RU9pS
Jofew Joj a)s © Se pue ‘Aunjuad Ylg | Y3 Ul SUMOCE pue suohejueld euojod
‘SUBDLIBULY SAIBN] AUNUaD UIg | Aq uoidau ay) jo uonednodo wius) 8uol e
Ul paynsaJ sey uou3odad SIY | SYUBIGRYUI UISPOWS PUE [IUO|OD ‘JUSDUR
Aq pesziudodas usaq sey ‘AgJeau pue| oyl jJo Aydeu30s3 syl pue JsANY
JUaXNIRd 3y} JO YInow a3y} 18 Aeq dasp Ajensnun sy} 'uoiedo| Digsieas
3y 'swalsAs AojeA weans das)s SAISUSIXS 2J0W aABY ING JejlIs aJe
1S3 3Y}) WO JUSXNIE4 Ui BUIISIUS SWeasls SAUNOD) LaAERD) usIpesd
daa)s jo sAsjeA |lews Adnddo pue LIOYS AjSAIB[R. S4B SWESUIS 953y |
"ISOM 3y} WIOJ) SSNUNOY) SAJBL "1S DUB SBUBYD) WO} JUSXNIBY Y} O
MO} UDIYM SWIESIS 34} SSPNPUI UOIBSY S3eluaH [RINEN] JUSXNIBY a4 |

‘Aepoy} uoneAasald pue| Joj saunpioddo snossuunu papinoad
Sey BUIIRJOYS SIYY JO UdNW JO AN[IQISSIIOBUI SARBJRL By | "PUES| SSLIOOIG
Je3u JuUaXNIed Y} SUCE BaUE jfELUS B UI PUNO) OSe aJe SUSWUIAIEDST Julod
winJ(g JO YHOU O} JUI0d WiNjd JO yinos isnl wiouy Suipusixe pue yoeaq syl
3AOGR 133} 00| B Y31y Se awos ‘syip uipous med ‘ualudieoss Aq Aunor)
HUSAD) Ul puUB Sayoeaq [EISEOD AQ PazIJalDRIRYD SI BuljRloys axeadesayd)
Y] wiod wniq jo ynos Aeg xeadesayD) Syl Ol SMO| JIAY
UBXNed Y| @I SAWOUS( IS PUB UNY |iH 3uld — sea.e Ured PUBmO



RECREATION

Description of Recreation in_Southemn Maryland

Southern Maryland offers many recreational opportunities including
hunting, fishing, boating, camping, hiking and ballpark activities. Providing
a wide variety of locations for recreational activities is central to attracting
visitors to the region. Recreation and leisure activities promote public
health and well-being and serves as a catalyst for social interaction and
community involvement. Recreation includes both active recreation, like
tearn sports and bicycling, and passive recreation, such as bird watching
and photography. Recreational sites serve different populations:
neighborhood, community, county-wide, and regional. Southern
Maryland's unique rural landscape includes old towns, historic churches
and homes. These landscapes and buildings make up the region's cultural
fabric. Some parks provide opportunities for gaining a greater
understanding of the region's historic ties to water and land through
activities.

Hunting and fishing are important outdoor recreational activities in the

region. The Maryland
Outdoor Recreation and
Leisure Survey was

conducted by the
Department of State Planning
in 1986. Southern Maryland
was induded in the Tidewater
Region (which also included
the Eastern Shore). Residents
in the Tidewater Region
reported higher than average
participation in “fishing from
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boating, canoeing, rafting, and kayaking. In addition, a high percentage
enjoyed sailing, water-skiing and fishing from the shoreline or piers. The
survey  showed
that 28% of the
respondents
owned their own
boats.  This is
twice the
percentage for Maryland.” Passive
recreation such as hiking, biking and
walking are important recreational
activities for UQ% residents and visitors to the Southern Maryland region.

The following description of recreation in Southern Maryland is based
primarily on the land preservation and recreation plans of Calvert, Charles
and St. Mary’s Counties. These plans were used to analyze and inventory
important natural and recreational sites within Southern Maryland. The
Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan recommends the adoption and
implementation of these existing County Recreation Plans for expanded
natural sites and recreational facilties.

DESCRIPTION OF CHARLES COUNTY RECREATIONAL SITES AND
ACTIVITIES

The Charles County's Interim Land Preservation, Recreation, and Open
Space Plan, dated May 5, 1995, establishes the policy framework for the
county until the stand-alone Charles County Land Preservation,
Recreation, and Open Space Plan is developed in 1997. Recreational
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shooting facility.

The following sites were identified as important for recreation during the
inventory for the Heritage Plan:

. Point Lookout State Park has extensive public facilities and public
water access.

. Greenwell State Park has trails and a small beach area.

. St Gements Island State Park, accessible only by boat, provides
trails and draws thousands of visitors for the annual "Blessing of
the Fleet" celebration.

. St. Mary’s River Watershed Park provides trails and public
hunting, and there is potential for trails to connect to St. Mary's
Regional Park and the open space areas of the Wildewood
Subdivision.

. The railroad right-of-way along Route 235 could be developed
as a bicycle path and provide a linkage between Charles and St.
Mary's Counties.

. Chancellor's Run Regional Park encompassing 80 acres of land
and the headwaters of the St. Mary's River, has the potential for
hiking trails and bike trails.

. Elms Beach natural area park on the Chesapeake Bay has trails,
a small beach and a picnicking area.

Description of Calvert County Recreational Sites and Activities

The current Calvert County Land Preservation & Recreation Plan was
adopted on June 7, 1994. Calvert County has 4,510 acres in public
recreation, 1,480 acres are provided by the county and the municipalities,
and the State provides an additional 3030 acres.

The Plan identifies specific priority acquisition and development projects.
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Most acquisition projects are one-of-a-kind and represent the last chance
the County will ever have to acquire recreational open space of such high
quality. These include: addition to Flag Ponds, Neeld Farm, Parker's
Creek, Chesapeake Beach Bayfront Park, Fairgrounds, Town Center
sites, and two tralls, the Chesapeake Beach Rail Trail and the Flag Ponds-
Cove Point Park Trail. Priority development projects include canoe
launch sites, Parker's Creek Park development/land acquisition plan,
Solomons Water-front Park, and King Memorial Park.

The Calvert Plan lists ten designated trails and greenways. Two are
identified as priorities, the Chesapeake Beach Railway right-of-way trail
and the Flag Ponds to Solomons trail. Other trails include Baltimore-
Drum Point Railway Right-of-way Trail, Ferry Landing Road to Hall
Creek, Chaneyville to Lower Marlboro Bikeway, Prince Frederick Trails,
River to the Bay Trail, Broomes Island Bikeway, Battle Creek to Jefferson
Patterson Park/Mackall's Wharf Bikeway, and Breezy Point/Neeld Farm-
Parkers Creek Trail.

The following sites were identified as important for recreation during the
inventory process of the Natural Heritage Plan:

. The American Chestnut Land Trust has been successful in
preserving land in the Parkers Creek watershed and provides
public education and hiking trails.

. The Battle Creek Cypress Swamp is a joint venture between the
county government and The Nature Conservancy.

. Breezy Point Beach is now publicly owned and offers beach
access to the Chesapeake Bay.

. North Beach has recently completed a boardwalk and bike path
alongthe Bay.

. The Solomons Island Waterfront Park provides a boardwalk and
play area.
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HI. HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

INTRODUCTION

The landscape of Southern Maryland is overlayed by a rich history and
cuture. Unlike the natural and recreational resources, there are few
physical boundaries that define the unique historical and cultural diversity
of Southern Maryland. Rather, time defines the historical perspective
which unifies and lir ks the region. The shared experiences of the people
define the cuttural themes that illuminate relationships between individuals,
groups of people, and their connection and place. Our history and
culture define who we are, where we have been, what we value, and
how we are to go forward. The historical perspective and the shared
experiences define Southern Maryland's historical and cultural heritage.

Each era of Maryland's history has left special assets which allow the
community to view and to interpret the past. These assets include
structures, landscape features, archeological sites, towns, objects, and
events. Each provides numerous opportunities to study the fandscape,
archeology, architecture, sociology, anthropology in Southern Maryland.
It allows investigation, exploration and interpretation of history, and
promotes an appreciation of past and current forces at work in the
Southern Maryland Heritage Area. The preservation and protection of
these assets educate us and allow knowledge of one generation to be
passed on to another. There is both a social and economic value to
preserving these resources and making them accessible to the public.

As population increases within the region, it becomes increasingly
important to ensure the preservation and protection of our historic and
cultural assets. The historical and cultural element of this plan provides
recommendations for allowing and encouraging growth which
acknowledges and integrates the history and culture of Southern
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Maryland. The objectives of this element of the plan are:

to demonstrate the diversity and the economic value of historical
and cultural heritage to the region,

to preserve and enhance the region's historical and cultural
assets,

to promote the public's understanding, use and enjoyment of the
heritage resources, and

to identify and utilize the inherent connections between natural,
historical and cultural heritage sites in Southern Maryland to
improve the quality of life for residents and visitors to the region.
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The Tobacco Years (1690 to 1776)

Tobacco was the primary cash crop of Southern Maryland and defined
the quality of life of its residents. Tobacco was

% traded with Britain, European Continent, the
L 4 West Indies, the Atlantic coast from Boston to
N L Y Charleston. As plantations, such as Sotterley,
EA srew and prospered, enslaved labor became

2 ; 4 m l an inextricable part of the tobacco economy as
IR this l2bor intensive crop required many hands.
Sotterley Plantation

The Revolutionary Years (1776 to 1815)

Southern Maryland was greatly affected by the American Revolution and
the War of 1812. For almost the entire period, the British Navy
controlled the waters of the Chesapeake Bay. Trade
became high risk and because of Southern Maryland's
accessibility, surrounded and intersected by the waters
of the Potomac, the Patuxent and the Chesapeake
Bay, made it easy prey for British attack. The region
contributed both men and supplies for war efforts
who acquitted themselves with pride from the Battle
of Long Island in 1776 to St. Leonard's Creek in the
summer of |814. Difficulties during this time caused an
exadus from Southern Maryland thereby further increasing the economic
strain on Southern Maryland.

The Fallow Years (1815 to 1861)

Following the War of 1812, foreign direct trade and most coastal trade
from Southern Maryland disappeared. Tobacco and other agricultural

products were shipped to Baltimore, Maryland’s new center of
commerce and industry.

These years also brought greater amounts of soil depletion and erosion
due in part to the increasing use of the plow and lack of fertilizers.

In the 1820', the steamboat became the only
connection to the outside world; and at the same
time, provided a means for the bounty of the Bay
and it's tributaries to reach the urban markets of the
mid-Atlantic seaboard.

The Gvil War (1861 to 1865)

During the Civil War, Southern Maryland landowners sympathized with
the Confederate Cause--in large part because the agrarian economy was
more closely allied to the economy of the South than that of the
increasingly industrial North. In the three counties of Southern Maryland,
slave labor constituted more of the population than did the land owners
which had voting rights. The political power structure of this era did not
allow voting rights for the slave labor. Thus, the three counties in
Southem Maryland were the only three in the State that did not vote for
President Lincoln.

As a result, the Federal government considered and treated the area as
occupied territory. While the Civil War interrupted the growth of
commerce and industry in the rest of the state, it completely disrupted the
way of life in Southern Maryland.

Economic Transiton - The Hardscrabble Years (1865 to 1941)

Following the Civil War, Southern Maryland was beset by social



-adeqsay s,puellrely uayINOS pajensdeous aAey ‘awi Jo pold
3U0| © JOj JaremDeq [RunJ Aj33.1e) SeM LDiym 3oed B Ul BULLINDDO 'SIoIR)
3593 JO |V 'UONBUNSSP [BUONEAIID B SB PABJaIa PUBAIRl UJSYINOS
pue ‘Bunuuys enpesd e uedaq sauisnpul ssuaysy pue eJnyndLZe
ay ‘uoneindod ur aseaudul ploj-Xis B padusuadxs uoias ay ssdpa
UJSYLIOU S puejdie UIayinog ol uipuedxs uedaq eaue uepjodosisly
aJowneg-uciduiysepr Yk ul squngns  3uidojaasp  ususaacudul
mes WwalsAs Aupn pue uonenodsuen sy ‘pouad siyp Bunng

"B3JR ")’ ‘UOIBUIUSBAA S} U SUSPISL
JOJ UBSDO 3U} O} SS90 JAIsea pamoyfe a3pug Aeg auyp aouls Alejndnued
‘pauem urede eae sy} Jo Aueindod syl pue ‘UsASmOoy /96| Ul paMEINO
SJOM SSUIYDBW 1OIS 'S8 UMOUWD| [[oM AUBW PaNies) | OE SN0y Buofe
sj910Y pue sqnpiyBiu pue ‘AJunoD) sspreyD) Ul PIZIESS] 2UaMm SSUILDB 10js
USUM ‘S,0G6 | 94} Ut uoreulsap feuoneainal seindod e suresaq uoidal ay |

Ynsa

|44

® se pueiliel UJSYINOS Ul P31eso} Ansnpul 1uawdoeasp pue ydsesss.
‘A8ojouypay yBiy uoss e sl 212y} pue uoiBa) syl INOY3NOIYL PaJSHEDS
aJe suone|Elsul ABBIW JBYIO SNOJSWNN| PESH UBIpU| 1B JIjua)
AIRLRAA SDBLING [BABN] 94} 3WeDq ‘068 | Ul puno.d unoud e se psusdo
Aeuiduo *Aiope; sopmod plo ayy Jo Buysiqunjas aY| ‘76| Ul W04
Jepa7) 1B UOHEIS Iy [BABN] JUSXNIEY 341 Jo Buiuado ayi 9ouls AWOUOd
a1 JO Jopas JueLodw Ue uaaq sey Aeyiw 3y 'potiad || JepA PHOA
41504 3t PNpo.d e Yonw AJsA S| ABpO) 935 9M PUBAURLY UISYINOS Y |

(wesasd oz 01 |6 ) BH WSPOL]

‘puBlAUB|A
UJYINOS Ul AJe|IL U} JO [BALLIE 3L} O} BUIPES| H£6| Ul PAALLIE AYDLID3]]

‘syads jo Buigdapooq
SY) JOJ SNOLICIOU DWED3q PUBAIBL] UJSLINOS ‘uomiqiyold 3uting

"puUBAIR USSYINOS Ul Juawdojaasp
pue ymou3 pareinuuis ‘sunds [fes SOUBISID-LIOLS M) B PUR ‘S|IOWIOINE 3L}
Jo} skemyBy a1e3s JO UONPNAISUOD 3] “Uoheuodsuen Jo sueaw Aruud
33 Se JeOqUUESIS DU} padedal [aABI) UIRJ) PUE SIGOLLIOINE ‘S04 | Sk U

04 ASulg pue yoeag eadesayD
Se UoNns SUOSDJ JAWWNS PaysIA ('D'Q 'UCIBUIYSeAA JO dUSN|R U}
1o Wed auam YIym Jo Auew) pueiklel] UJSYINOS Ul SISLUNO | “UORRURSSP
1osas sejndod B aWedaq puBiAle| UISYINGS 'sO0g | S1ej oyt ul Buluuidsg

"AUMuaD) YOz 3y Jo
BuiuuiBsq au O ‘UOIDNJISUCISY PUOAS] PRISE] Si | *AUWIOUODS UeLe.Ze
feun. Aewuid s panURUOD PUBATR|.| UJSLINOS ‘SD48UILOD pue AAsnpul
01 AjBuiseanur psAoOU 18IS dU} JO 153U By} Sy "UOISsaudsp DIUOUODD
2.JoA3s Jo spouad pue ‘wasAs uonejueld ay) jo dn-yesuq ay1 ‘uorEO[SIP



SHARED EXPERIENCES AND CULTURAL THEMES

The following themes provide a framework for defining the cultural
heritage of Southern Maryland. Each theme reflects a broad area of
human activity and is intended to provide a foundation for examining the
significance of cultural resources in this region.

Native Amenican Life. Through research, a great deal is known about the
first human inhabitants of Southern Maryland. Their means of

subsistence, settlerment patterns, political organization, religions,

technology, environmental

adaptation and

ledomabjmﬁm are _umno_‘jm:m The Native American Life is interpreted at

available for research and the Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum in

interpretation. Information | St Leonard, the Maryland Indian Cultural
hered bo . Museum in Waldorf and at the St. Mary’s

gathered —about ancent | cyy, Woodland Indian Hamlet and Visitors

peoples inform us about | Center.

many aspects of the current
region--the ecosystem and
impacts of hurmans on a place. The folklore and folkways of the modern
Native Americans in the region provide an important opportunity to
explore the interactions between cultures and to appreciate the diversity
of the region.

Agriaulture. Working the land has remained a central theme for Southern
Maryland from the arrival of the European settlers in the mid-|7th
century to the present. Tobacco is an intrinsic
part of the Southern Maryland's heritage. It has
shaped the Southern Maryland landscape as we
know it today (few village centers, large
plantation tracts with water access, the
ubiquitous barn) and has had an important
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impact on the social heritage of Southern Maryland via the use of slave
labor. Agriculture as an industry, however, is declining due to changing
demographics, loss of arable farm land to development and changing farm
economics. Outside of the Amish community, the small working farm is
beginning to disappear.

The Waterman's Life. Working the water for oysters, crabs, clams, and
fish became an industry in the nineteenth century when ready markets
were found in Battimore and Washington, D.C.. The industry developed
specialized boats to fish the
shallow inlets and shoals of the
Chesapeake Bay and its
tributaries. As the Chesapeake
Bay watershed has become
more urbanized, the health of

Exemplified by Broome's Island, the
Lore Oyster House in Solomons, St.

George’s Island and the Potomac
River Museum.

the Bay has declined, reducing the
abundance of living resources in

industry in  Southern
ZmQ_mDQ. less than 2% of the
region's total employment. The culture of the waterman, and waterman
communities such as Broome's Island, Benedict, and Piney Point, have
remained a strong presence in the region, and many are taking a leading
role in "bringing back the Bay." At the same time, recreational fishing and
boating on the Bay have become an important industry in itself.

Transportation and Commerce. During the |7th and |8th Centuries,
transportation for commerce occurred primarily by water, and on a
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resonate throughout Southern Maryland's history, despite the fact that the
region, since the Revolutionary War, has been populated many different
sects--Catholic, Episcopal, Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Baptist.
The religious experience in Southern Maryland has left a legacy of
numerous architecturally and historically significant churches and chapels
as well as communities in Southern Maryland.

The educational experience in Southern Maryland has been dominated
by Charlotte Hall School (Academy), which was founded in 1776 and
was in operation for 200 years; by the Female Seminary in St. Mary’s
City, 1884, which became St. Mary’s College in 1964; and Charles
County Community College, now with satellite facilities in each county in
the region. Parochial schools were the mainstay of elementary and
secondary education throughout the nineteenth and much of the
twentieth century. Although public education had existed in Southern
Maryland since 1825, its mission during the nineteenth century was
narrow and limited, and its full impact on the quality of life has only been
felt in the twentieth century.

The avic experience is most observable in the network of social,
N charitable and civic organizations which give local communities
?‘4 strength, purpose and help in times of need. It is also
— observable in the governmental, political and civic activities,
events, and buildings.

Folkore and Folkways. These are the traditions, customs, and ways of
doing things unique to Southern Maryland.
There is a strong arts and crafts tradition which
is displayed at local fairs and festivals. There is wm@
the tradition of open air markets, such as the one

in Charlotte Hall, and roadside stands and shops w@mﬁ»
in the summertime which offer local fresh
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produce, flowers, bread, eggs, butter and today’s catch, along with other
home-made products. There is the tradition of remembrances and
celebrations such as Flag Day, Memorial Day, the Fourth of July. There
is the tradition of fire hall dances, and church suppers to raise money and
bring neighbors and family together. And there is the tradition of
extended family gatherings, with special customs and foods (like stuffed
ham), for holidays, births, deaths, and weddings.

Leisure and Recreation. This theme is an important element of the
tandscape of Southern Maryland. In the eighteenth century, leisure
included visiting family and occasional Sunday afternoon horse races. In
the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, communities,
such as Chesapeake Beach, North Beach, Rock Point, and Piney Point,
developed to cater to the urban population seeking a holiday at the shore.
Later, Prohibition and the slot machine eras played important role in
developing Southern Maryland as a recreation destination. Today, many
of the former vacation cottages are again used to get away from the city,
and many have become full time homes, as their owners' opt for a more
relaxed lifestyle near the water. Softball, soccer, baseball, and other
organized league sports are important recreational activities for adults and
youth in Southern Maryland.

Much recreation in the county now centers on the water--recreational
boating, sailing, fishing, crabbing, are popular for both resident and visitor.
Tourism, by car, boat and bicycle, is increasing to the creeks, marinas,
historic sites and parks, to art and crafts fairs, local festivals and charitable
affairs.

Technology and Industry. During much of the
period following the Civil War when the rest of
Maryland  experienced  urbanizaton  and
industrialization, technology and industry were
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1V.

TOURISM AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

INTRODUCTION

Southern Maryland is an area rich in history, scenic landscapes and
waterways. The natural and cultural heritage resources that contribute
to these assets (described in chapters Il and Ill) make Southern Maryland
a cohesive area that is both attractive in which to reside and visit.
Conserving and protecting these resources not only provides the
potential for economic development through increasing the amount of
dollars spent by in-state and out-of-state tourists that visit Southern
Maryland, it also improves quality of life for Southern Maryland’s
residents.

This type of economic The total state tax revenue from hotels

am<m_.0U3m3 can be | and restaurants in Southern Maryland
described as Hertage | was § 7,974,645 for fiscal year 1994, and
Tourism. Heritage | $ 8,863,904 for fiscal year 1995 (See

Appendix B, Economic Data).

Tourism recognizes the
relatonship ~ between
ecological, community
and economic values and strives to achieve all three objectives
simultaneously. It benefits heritage resources, most of which are
government-owned, and the surrounding private businesses which
support these sites with taxes and donations. Public and private sites
working to attract tourists offer individual appeal and reap rewards which
contribute to the economic well-being of the region.

Tourists are a clean, renewable resource. They spend time and money
generously in pursuit of intangibles such as fun, relaxation, recreation and
knowledge. Visitors also pay well for creature comforts such as good
food, lodging, and the material iterns that make vacations memorable.
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The Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan seeks to balance ecological,
community and economic values achieve through mterpreting and
promoting the Heritage Area’s resources, thereby stimulating the
economy through tourisrm and recreational program activities and other
projects.

This chapter of the Southern Maryland Heritage Area plan evaluates the
economic potential of utilizing Southern Maryland'’s Heritage resources to
attract visitors, increase jobs, and build our economy through tourism
visitation expenditures, business development and retention. [t will
examine the following objectives of the Tourism and Economic
Development Workgroup: 1) The promotion of Southern Maryland's
natural, cultural and historical heritage to attract visitors, 2) The
improvement and expansion of Southern Maryland's tourism
infrastructure, and 3) The identification and evaluation of these resources
through examining strengths, weaknesses and opportunities.
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promote heritage resources within the region.

LINKAGES TO ATTRACTIONS OUTSIDE THE HERITAGE AREA

While the Southern Maryland Heritage Area encompasses the three
counties--Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary's, the Partnership acknowledges
that many sites in both Prince Georges County, Anne Arundel County
and the northern neck of Virginia can be linked to both the historical and
natural heritage of Southern Maryland. These linkages have the potential
to bring visitors from these locations to Southern Maryland.

OUTDOOR RECREATION

Southern Maryland's natural resources provide the potential for outdoor
and recreational tourism such as mountain biking, hiking, canoe trips,
birdwatching,  boating, = camping,  etc.
Recreational  activites provide  tourism
opportunities for both visitors and residents
within the region. Development of trails and
greenways to link these sites with both cultural
and natural sites will provide educational,
recreational and economic benefits to the
region.

IMPROVEMENT AND EXPANSION OF SOUTHERN _MARYLAND'S
TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE

While Southern Maryland has a vast amount of resources that make it an
attractive place to visit, the infrastructure for tourism will need
improvement and expansion to accommodate increased visitation.

The following have been identified as elements of Southern Maryland's
tourism infrastructure:
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Restaurants
Access to Waterways (Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries in
Southern Maryfand)

Signage

Transportation

Lodging

Trails

Greenways

Revitalzing townss to support and attract visitors as well as protect
and conserve henitage sites

Recreational Facilities

Attractions

Museurns

Retail

AR S R SR SR N A I =

A 3 S S

The Southern Maryland Heritage Partnership is committed to identify
resources to improve this infrastructure for the purpose of promoting
Heritage Tourism.

PRIVATE PROPERTY

Water Access - While Southern Maryland is surrounded by waterways,
there are very few sites where the public has access to the water. The
Southern Maryland Heritage Partnership can work to identify sites and
find ways to acquire them when they become available.

Historic Sites - Many historic sites are also located on private
property and are closed to the public. The Partnership can
work with and provide guidance to those owners that are
interested in preserving these sites and encourage owners
to showcase them for visitors.
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V. LINKAGES

Linkages can be defined as the interconnection of the natural and physical
features of a landscape with its human themes and shared experiences.
These interconnections contribute to the cohesiveness of the landscape
and provide a structure for the social and economic growth of the
community. Linkages are the central element of a dynamic heritage area.

Southern Maryland's landscape has two defining physical assets, the water
and the land, “Where time and tide meet" Similarly, the imprint of
human activity and experience in Southern Maryland has created assets
which define the region. When viewed together, these unique natural
and cultural assets define the Southern Maryland Heritage Area.

It must also be remembered that today's heritage area is a perception of
the past. What we do with the landscape today will dictate tomorrow's
heritage area. The linkages defined in this Plan indicate the economic
viability of Southern Maryland's landscape and its resources. Preserving
these linkages, given the pressure for change and economic growth, is
fundamental to preserving and enhancing the community's well-being and
quality of life.

The following Charts are organized to provide a visual matrix of Southern
Maryland's linkages. The sites listed in the table below are organized
geographically, by the three heritage regions, the Potomac River Heritage
Region, the Patuxent River Heritage Region, and the Chesapeake Bay
Heritage Region (See Figure 5). The tables include sites in Prince
George's and Anne Arundel counties, which are culturally or naturally
linked to Southern Maryland's heritage, but are outside the geopolitical
boundaries of the Southern Maryland Heritage Area (These sites are not
shown in Figure 4).
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Although there are numerous privately owned historic and culturally
significant properties throughout Southern Maryland, those sites listed in
the linkages inventory are only those open to the public. Additional
historical and natural heritage sites in Southern Maryland are listed in
Appendix C, the National Historic Register Sites and Historic Districts and
Appendix D, a detailed list of Natural Heritage Sites in Southern Maryland
compiled by the Natural Heritage and Recreation Subcommittee.



suang p

Kwnasnyy 2

SSYS eIy q
S9UNOSIY [RINEN B

SElA
adeospuey
SSOUABMYY [BIUSLLIUQIALL] PUB SWSISASODT |
asepap- gy €|

L0 pue vogeodsuel | 7 |
Agsnpuy pue LBojouyay *f )

[€

UMY 0/
QO.E pue M.SMUN .m
sdemyjo pue 24opo{ ‘g
suogmgsul I </
vogeonpg 9

uoByRy ¢

PuoD pue B ¢

Y] S,UBLLUIEAA Y[ +
sy £

Y7 UL SMIEN ‘T
WY fRINEN Y[ |

SenUaLRdXg pue SR | g

voiBay Beysar Aeg ayesdesayDd | €
UoIBay eS| JaNY JUSXNIES Y[ 7
voiBay aFeisp-{ JaNY JBLUOIOL [ “|

PUE] DUB JIIEMN

Vv

'sejgeLeA UIMO)0) 3yl ssedwiodua dew pue sueyd | Sagequr], ay |

AHOINIANI 3DHNOS3IY IvVHNLIND
ANV TIVHMNUVN V SIOWMNIT ANV UAHVIH NY3IHINOS



NLS#&%&M - AN INVENTORY OF CULTURAL AND NATURAL RESOURCES IN THE SOUTHERN MARYLAND HERITAGE AREA

The following chart indicates the three regions and their natural and cultural resources. These regions are based on the same watershed boundaries as the
Natural Hertage Regions established in /l: The Potormac River Region; The Patuxent River Region; and-The Chesapeake Bay Region. The symbols

represent the natural resources, the cultu

Potornac Heritage Region (5t Mary’s h.cta\.&w%

sites, the museurms, and event places of the Southem Maryland Henitage Area.

Landmark
Point Lookout Point Lookout Park Museum | n
Point Look out Lighthouse [a} 0O
Point Lookout Park (s} [a} o
Hammond Iomv_ﬁ,_ 0
Point Lookout Research Center o
Scotland Confederate Monument [a)
Camp Brown [
Ridge St. Peter Claver Church o]
St. Michael's Church [a}
St. Mary's Chapel a] 4]
Ridge Memorial Park [
St. Inigoes U.S.S. Tulip Monument ]
St. Ignatious Church Qa 8]
St. Mary's City Historic St. Mary's City n [ | a ] (] e n n
Woodland Indian Hamlet s}
Trinty Church o] 8]
St. Mary's College o o
Valley Lee St. George's Church 0 o
Cedl Park [ ]
A = The Natural Theme F= Religion K= Leisure and Recreation Natural Resource = @
B s merican L S E L Tonnog s e i g™
D= The Waterman’s Life 1= Architecture N-= Ethnic Heritage Events = %
E= War and Conflict oJ= Folklore & Folkways ©=Ecosystems and Environmental Awareness Research Center = O
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‘M& Landmark A |B |C |[D |E |F |G |H KL {M|N |O
Marytand intemational Raceway o]

New Market Ebenezer AM.E. Church o) a
Charlotte Hall The Academy a)

Ye Cool Spnngs 4]

Amush Communities a

Farmer’s Market % t
Fss&:&g Region (Charles County Sites) u
Hughsville Tobacco Auction » 3

Oak Ridge Park ] ]
Dentsville Gilbert Run Park [ ] [ ]
Allen’s Fresh Wicomico River/Allen’s Fresh L] [ L

Zekiah Swamp Environmental Area [ [ [ ]
Chicamuxen Chicamuxen Wildlife Management Area ® { ] o L]
Newburg Chnist Church, Wayside (s}

Mt. Republic
Cobb Island Cobb Island ]

Cobb Island Wharf L J
Indian Head Naval Surface Warfare Center ® O [ J ao [
La Plata Chanes County Fairgrounds t 3 | 0 ]

Tobacco Auction %

Mt. Carmel Convent s}

Charles County Community College 0 a]

Friendship House

Courthouse 8]

Laure! Spnings Regional Park L [ ]
A = The Natural Theme F= Religion K= Leisure and Recreation Natural Resource = @
ADUH Zns.%_w»-ﬂnonnnb Life M.U-H mmﬁmvw.mmenwoa -Fc.ﬂ—. oﬂnnwsbwwwwwﬂw ﬂl%%%—.:?nnnn mn—_%ﬂrmunalt °
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Site Landmark D |E |F |G |H |1 K (L [M|N O
_ Christ Church o) I B
Port Tobacco ﬁ Courthouse o o L
Catshde House a) ;\L\
Chapel Point State Park ® L 0 S S
St. Thomas Manor a 8]
Thomas Stone National Histonc Site x
One Room Schoothouse 4]
Ironsides Old Durham Church 8] 0
Riverside Nanjemoy Creek Sanctuary et
Doncaster Doncaster Demonstration State Forest hd
Rison Smallwood State Park 8] o*x
Smallwood's Retreat Museum x
Mason Springs Mattawoman Natural Environment Area ®
Pomfret Myrtle Grove Wildlife Management Area b
Bryans Road Ruth B. Swan Memonal Park ®
White Plains White Plains Regional Park o
Marshall Hal Macshall Halt Park - e
Issue Southern Park d
Nanjemoy Fnendstip Landing L
Purse State Park e
Beantown Dr. Samuel A. Mudd House Museum u n
Cedarviffe Cedarvifle State Forest hd
Waldorf Maryland Indian Cultural Center 0
St. Paul's Church a &)
Mallows Bay Shipwreck Preserve o o

A = The Natural Theme
B= Native American Life
C= Agriculture .
D= The Waterman’s Life
E= War and Conflict

F=Religion

Gi= Education

H= Civic Institutions
§= Architecture

oJ= Folklore & Folkways

¥K= Leisure and Recreation

L=Technology and Industry

M= Transportation and Commerce

N-= Ethnic Heritage

O=Ecosystems and Environmental Awareness

Natural Resource = ®
Cultural Site = O
Museum = I

Events = %

Rescarch Center =B
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Hm.a. Landmark D |E |[F |G |H | L |M|N AM_
Courthouse 0
Prince George's County Fair Grounds s
#Qﬁmﬁ%o Bay Heritage Region (5t Mary's County Sites) ”;
Point Lookout Point Lookout State Park [
Dameron Point No Point Lighthouse o} &)
St. Jerome's Creek [ ] ®
St. James The Eims Wildlife Management Area ®
The Elms Public Beach
The Elms Environmental Center ® a
Lexington Park Patuxent Air Naval Station [a} (o} Q
St. Nicholas Church a] 0
Matapany 0
Naval Air Test & Evaluation Museum | |
Cedar Point Lighthouse a] 0
m%%@% e Reglon (Calvert County Sites) L
Breezy Point Breezy Point Park and Campground [
Cove Pont Cove _uo.:; Park L J
Cove Point Lighthouse o] 8] 0
Lusby Calvert Cliffs State Park [
Middieham Chapel o o
Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant O
Calvert Cliffs Vistors Center | ] | ]
Port Republic One Room Schoothouse n | u
Christ Church a] 0
American Chestnut Land Trust 0 4] [ ]
St. Leonard Flag Ponds Nature Park [ J [ ]
A = The Natural Theme F=Religion K= Leisure and Recreation Natural wmumcao =@
o Fi Cive Instations R T ranapeiation and Commerce Vloscom =8 C
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Linkages
Cultural and Natural
Resource Sites in Southern Maryland

POINT
LOOKOUT

A*v Figure 5

Cultural Sites = &

Natural Sites = #
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“State heritage areas” in order to leverage resources for these efforts
within the region. The Partnership will ensure that efforts are
coordinated and reflect the strategies and recommendations of the
Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan.

Authority. The Partnership will derive its authorities from its member
organizations.

Relationship to Other Institutions & Agendies. The Partnership is
intended to support local home rule and voluntary action by
community groups, the private sector and individuals. The intent of
the Partnership is to coordinate and collaborate with other regional,
state and federal government agencies to achieve local heritage goals
and objectives.

Services .The Partnership will provide services contingent upon
available staff and financial resources. Initially the Partnership will:

1 Convene periodic forums to discuss the heritage of Southern
Maryland and its management and use.

2) Serve as the vehicle for coordinating all heritage efforts within
Southern Maryland that serve to implement the strategies and
recommendations of the Plan.

3) Eventually, this entity will serve as the mechanism to receive
funding and distribute loans or grants for planning, research,
preservation, conservation, education, promotion, etc.

4) Apply to the State of Maryland and the U.S. Congress for
recognition, certification and/ or designation as a federal or
state heritage area.

5) Serve as a regional liaison for communication with public
agencies and private groups on heritage area issues and
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opportunities.

6) Set priorities for the implementation of the Southern Maryland
Heritage Plan.

7) Help local governments, private organizations and
communities seek and secure funds to implement the
Heritage Area Plan.

8) Continue to publish and distribute a periodic heritage
newsletter.

9) Secure Memorandums of Agreement with State and Federal

government agencies to support and assist the implementation

of the Heritage Plan.

Be responsible, to the State of Maryland and the National Park

Service, for the development of heritage management plans

within Southern Maryland.

Implementing specific multi-county heritage projects and

programs.

10)

1)

Maryland Heritage Preservation and Tourism Areas Act

The Partnership, with the approval of all local governments, should
apply to the Maryland Housing and Community Development,
Department of the State, and the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority
to have Southern Maryland become a “State Recognized Heritage
Area” and to request financial assistance to develop management plans
for certain priority heritage areas.

The “Maryland Heritage Preservation and Tourism Areas Act” (House
Bill 1) was passed into law in spring of 1996 to “build upon the idea of
‘heritage tourism’ which promotes historical preservation and areas of
natural beauty to generate jobs, stimulate the creation of new
businesses, and generate sales, income, and property tax revenues for
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Additional Recornmendations and Projects

The following recommendations and projects are an outgrowth of the
core strategies of the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan. Priority
recommendations for the Southern Maryland Heritage Partnership are
listed on pages five and six of the Executive Summary. The
recommendations are organized around the four core strategies and
reflect public and resource expert input from:

. Participants at the Inaugural Partnership Meeting held in May
1994 at Thomas Stone National Historic Site.

. The Southern Maryland Heritage Partnership Steering
Committee; its Natural Resources & Recreation; Historical &
Cultural Resources; and Tourism and Economic Development
Subcommittees; and its Technical and Administrative Teams.

. Several Partnership Meetings held during the preparation of
the Plan.

. Public Meetings held during the summer of 1996 to review
and comment on the Draft Heritage Area Plan.

. Recommendations developed for Southern Maryland and the
Potomac River as part of the “Potomac River Watershed
Visions Project”.

These recommendations and projects are those initial pilot projects
that the Partnership, and the community feel can be accomplished in
a reasonable time frame, at a reasonable cost and that will achieve a
reasonable return on investment for Southern Maryland. They
represent a first step in creating a framework for success for future
projects. Appendix E has an expanded list of projects recommended
by the Partnership and citizens of Southern Maryland during public
meetings held in June 1996. These projects will facilitate future
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implementation of the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan. The
Partnership encourages public and private groups as well as citizens in
Southern Maryland to continue developing ideas for projects which
will contribute to the protection of Southern Maryland's heritage.

STRATEGY |: DEFINE THE SOUTHERN MARYLAND HERITAGE AREA
THROUGH PHYSICAL, BIOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL
LINKAGES; ESTABLISH A RESOURCE INVENTORY AND GUIDELINES FOR
FUTURE ADDITIONS TO THE INVENTORY.

. Create an electronic database to made available to the pubilic,
as well as public and private organizations that will assist in the
Southern Maryland Heritage effort, that describes all of the
heritage resources of Southern Maryland, as to location (within
the context of the counties and heritage regions), ownership,
heritage area importance, and access.

. Establish an identification process for natural and cultural sites
within each Natural Heritage Region and continue to improve
and maintain the inventory of resources.

. Create an inventory of all current and past heritage
demonstration programs and projects in Southern Maryland.

STRATEGY 2: BALANCE PRESERVATION, CONSERVATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF THE HERITAGE AREA'S NATURAL AND CULTURAL
RESOURCES WITH THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL WELL-BEING OF THE AREA.

. Create Heritage Region Action Plans, physically organized by
the geographic divisions of the Heritage Regions, as the key to
preserving, enjoying and deriving environmental, community
and economic benefit from our heritage. Heritage Region
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. Identify the ability of existing under utilized parks and facilities
to meet recreational and natural area conservation goals;
develop and implement plans to achieve these goals through
improvement or expansion of parks and facilities.

. Support the Potomac River Heritage Project which includes
the development of a basin-wide interpretive master plan
through the cooperation of all interpretive sites.

. Develop local watershed plans for all major tributary systems
in Southern Maryland. The plans should be coordinated with
state and local governments, with full citizen participation, in a
collaborative process.

STRATEGY 3: INTERPRET AND PROMOTE THE HERITAGE AREAS
RESOURCES, THEREBY STIMULATING THE ECONOMY THROUGH
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT, RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND OTHER
PROJECTS, AND ENRICHING THE QUALITY OF LUIFE OF THE HERITAGE
AREA.

’ Cooperate with the proposed Potomac River region tourism,
promotion and development initiatives.

. Develop and enhance agri-tourism sites, opportunities and
attractions for visitors.

. Establish connections to Virginia and other Maryland counties
through waterway tours.

. Develop, promote and coordinate existing festivals/events.

. Develop boat racing opportunities: power, sail and skipjacks.

45

Market the Southern Maryland Region in the Washington
Metropolitan Area.

Promote bus tours that are economical and make use of
existing facilities such as college dorms, schools, etc.

Support plans for a series of actions to protect, maintain,
restore, interpret, promote and enjoy the natural, cultural,
historic, recreational, tourism and economic values of the
Piney Point Lighthouse and Park area.

Promote the visitation of trails (water, rail, and land).

Develop a partnership with the museums of Southern
Maryfand to develop heritage tourism initiatives through fiving
history programs, thematic tours, etc.

Develop watermen/guided and chartered fishing tours and
programs.

Coordinate an annual Heritage Week where courthouses and
research facilities are open longer hours, events and tours of
Southern Maryland historical attractions are featured and boat
tours could be made available.

Promote Southern Maryland Boat tours and excursions for
recreation, specialized interests--birdwatching,  historic

siteseeing, sailing, etc.

Conduct a continuing market segmentation survey.
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After the meeting on May 23, 1994, a Steering Committee for the Southern Maryland Heritage Partnership was formed, charged with formulating the
Partnership's objectives and goals, and with preparing a draft plan for open discussion by the community of Southern Maryland.
The Steering Committee is made up as follows:

Henry Bonner, Southern Maryland Museum Association

Joan Connel, Cavert County Chamber of Commerce

Edward DeBellevue, /nstitute of Ecological Economics

Denise Devoe, Calvert County Tourism Advisory Committee
Chuck Ellison, Charles County Chamber of Commerce

Robin Finnacom, 777-County Council for Southern Maryland’
Genry Gateau, St Mary's County Tourism Advisory Committee
Aleck Loker, St. Mary’s County Chamber of Commerce
Richard Nootbaar, Charfes County Planning and Zoning

Jenny Plummer, Calvert County Flanning and Zoning

Joanne Roland, Charles County Tourism Coordinator

Herman Schieke, Calvert County Tourism Coordinator
Margaret Stewart, Charles County Flanning and Zoning

Harriet Stout, Southern Maryland Museurn Association

Susan VanBuren, Southern Maryland Museumn Association

Sue Veith, St. Mary’s County Planning and Zoning

Martha Walker, 7Thomas Stone National Historic Site

Sandy White, Southern Maryland Regional Tourism Cormrmittee
Cindy Woodbum, St. Mary’s County Tourisrm Coordinator
Susan Youhn, Friends of Point Lookout

it
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Appendix B: Southern Maryland Travel and Tourism, 994 and 1995 Economic Data

32

Hotels Restaurants County Population
State Sales Tax Coliected State Sales Tax Collected
Calvert $ 289,396 $ 1,603,868 62,179
Charles $ 388,363 $ 4,461,568 109,295
St. Mary's $218,847 $ 1,909,209 80,323
FY 1994 Total for $ 896,606 $ 7,974,645 251,797
Southern Maryland
:| Hotels Restaurants County Population
State Sales Tax Collected State Sales Tax Collected
Calvert $291,880 $ 1,617,880 64,000
Charles $ 396,460 $ 5,085,159 111,300
St. Mary's $228,885 $ 2,160,865 80,900
FY 1995 Total for $917,205 $ 8,863,904 256,200
Southern Maryland

SOURCE:

MARYLANC COMPTROLLER'S OFFHCE
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Charles County Sites - National Register of Historic Places and Maryland Register of Historic Properties

Habre de Venture

Rose Hill

Mt. Carmel Monastery
Araby

Maxwell Hall

Sarum

Dr. Samuel Mudd House
Waverley

Rich Hilt

Marshall Hall

Skipjack Mary H. Somers
La Grange

Linden

Greens inhentance
Locust Grove

Mount Arr

Cedar Grove

Timber Neck Farm
Ellerslie

Qakland

QOak Grove

The Exchange
McPherson's Purchase
Bryantown Historic Distnict
Truman's Place

Retreat

St. Thomas Manor

Stagg Hall

Port Tobacco Historic District
Thainston

The Lindens

Spye Park

Widow's Pleasure

St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church, Newport
Johnsontown
Acquinsicke

Rosemary Lawn

Mt. Aventine

L R IR 2 SR AR AR 2 2K JE IR 2R 2R SR AR AR B AR IR R 2 2K 2R 2R R 2R X 2R 2R 25 2 20 B Jh b 2 R 2
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APPENDIX D: DETAILEFD NATURAL HERITAGE INVENTORY FOR SOUTHERN MARYLAND
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Table 2: Southern Maryland Natural Heritage Areas: Table of Uses

[Key |[Existing (X) and Proposed (P) Uscs in identified Natural Heruage Arcas
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Besoltion

SOUTHERN MARYLAND HERITAGE AREA PLAN

WE, the undorsigned, have nesiewed the Southorn Wargfand Foritage
rtrea Plan Draft, dated October §, 1996, which was prepaned by the
Southern Marygland Revitage rbrea Steering Committce and
Partuenchis.

private organizations and agencies to accomplish the strategles and,

WE. encownage the Southors Meargtand Fevitage shea Partneorshes to
Continue (L8 work and to wse the pflan ac a mechaniom to fromote,
consorve, enhance and nprove cconomic develofument within the Seathern
Marnyland Region,

Paul S. Sarbanes Barbara A. Mikulski
United States Senator United States Senator

Representatives

Catvert Couny Board  Charles County Board ° St. Mary's County Bdard

of Commissioners of Commissiotiers of Commissioners

October 28, 1996
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Southern Maryland Heritage Area
Plan Steering Committee
October 22, 1996

Page Two

We commend the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Steering
Committee for the work accomplished on the development of the Plan.
We encourage the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Steering Committee
to continue to work and to use the document to secure appropriate
financial and technical assistance from State and Federal

government agencies, private organizations and State and Federal
Congressional leaders.

Very truly yours,

OF COUNTY COMMISSI NERS

M//

R. 1stiz?/Pre51dent
T;?K R. Frazij;/éfj.s., Vdce-President
Pa M. Bue% '

a L. Kelley

- AR

Mary M. K{ﬁg 7
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Southern Maryland Area Heritage Plan Steering Committee
October 28, 1996

Page -2-

We commend the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan Steering Committee for the
work accomplished on the development of the Plan. We encourage the Southern Maryland
Heritage Area Steering Committee to continue to work and to use the document to secure

appropriate financial and technical assistance from State and Federal government agencies,
private organizations and State and Federal Congressional Leaders.

Very truly,

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND

Murray Lgvy,/P%@

Z“fﬁfﬁ{a&% }Mém cmc gm%m
/7 ,(/Fuller Lﬂ\ ‘

Robert Wm. Daniel Maye
CC/IR/sg

File No. 6070

other signatures
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Charles County Community College

October 10, 1996

The Honorable Murray Levy, President
County Commissioners of Charles County
P.O0. Box B

La Plata, MD 20646

Dear Commissioner Levy:

I am writing in reference to the plan developed by the Southern Maryland
Heritage Partnership. The Charles County Community College promotes
efforts to enhance appreciation of the heritage and culture of Southern
Maryland. To that end the college has developed the Southern Maryland
Studies Center and related activites. We anticipate continuing these
efforts in cooperation with interested citizens working in support of the
Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan.

Sincerely,

Sanated @wub?

Sasah-L. Barley, Coordinator
Southern Maryland Studies Center

cc: Joanne Roland

( R >
Y CORASoil RS
b gm‘lc‘is COURTY fu (LAND
UAPLATA, 0

Mitchell Road, P. O. Box 910, La Plata, Maryland 20646-0910 Phone (301) 934-2251 (D.C.) 870-3008 (St. Mary's) 884-8131
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RESOLUTION
Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan

The Southern Maryland Regional Travel & Tourism Committee (SMRTTC) has reviewed the
Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan Final Draft, dated October 8, 1996, which was
prepared by the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Steering Committee and Partnership.

SMRTTC agrees that the Plan addresses many important natural, historical, cultural,
recreational and heritage tourism matters that are significant to Calvert, Charles and St.
Mary’s Counties, to the Southern Maryland community, the State of Maryland, the Potomac,
Patuxent and Chesapeake Bay watersheds and the Nation. We further believe that these areas’
features and values are worthy of conservation and that they can help to enhance economic
development within the Southern Maryland Region.

The objectives and strategies of this plan reflect the opinions, ideas and desires of a broad-
based group of public officials, private organization representatives, landowners and other area
residents. The recommendations and projects are a product of a cooperative, publicly
accessible and open process which involved a wide range of community interests through
public meetings, workshops and the outreach activities of the various subcommittees working
with the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Plan Steering Committee. The recommendations
allow for voluntary public and private actions to conserve, promote, enhance and improve the
region while being sensitive to ecological values, private property rights, economic
development needs and the culture and traditions of county residents.

The Southern Maryland Regional Travel & Tourism Committee endorses the “Southern
Maryland Heritage Area Plan” and is committed to working with other public and private
agencies and organizations to carry out the strategies and recommendations.

We encourage the Southern Maryland Heritage Area Partnership to continue its work and to
use the document to secure appropriate financial and technical assistance from State and
Federal government agencies, private organizations and State and Federal Congressional

leaders.
Py 4; /j LD ] 1o

Sdndra White Date
Southern Maryland Regional/Travel & Tourism Committee

Representative to the Southern Maryland Heritage Area

Steering Committee
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