


Since 1991, the U.S. EPA has been promoting the watershed approach as a mechanism
to achieve the next generation of water protection. The focus on watersheds, or drain-
age areas, provides people living there a meaningful context in which to identify prob-
lems and solutions. Below is a description of the New York City Watershed agreement
where the watershed approach is making a difference.

The system:

Nine million residents of New York City and [

. . : U
surrounding suburbs rely on a series of J e ‘f
reservoirs located many miles away in the S
Catskill, Delaware and Croton watersheds in e AWARE -
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upstate New York as the source of their ‘
drinking water. The first reservoir was
constructed in the 1870s and the last onc was Y
built in 1967. The thrce watersheds cover
an area about the size of Delaware, and a
portion of eight counties, 60 towns, and 11
incorporated villages.
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The Catskill/Delaware watersheds cover ;
approximately 1,600 square miles with a 4
population of around 77,000 year round. ST
There are approximately 350 farms in the | B
Delawarc and Catskill watersheds, a majority

of which are dairy. EPA has issued a filtra-

tion avotdance determination for these

watcrsheds, while the water from the Croton - ]
must be filtered. e
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The stresses:

The main stresses to the system include phosphorus, microbial pathogens, and polluted
runoff. The primary sources of the pollution are wastewater discharges, and runoft from
urban and agricultural sources.

The strategy:

In 1991, EPA granted a conditional filtration waiver to the City of New York which was re-
issued in 1993. In an effort to comply with EPA's requirements and protect the city's water
supply and the rights of the residents in the upstate counties, the governor formed an ad hoc
committee to negotiate an agreement. A key issue was whether the city could work with the
upstate communities to avoid having to filter the Catskill/Delaware system - a costly proposi-
tion. In addition, there were controversies associated with the costs of complying with
regulations and how land would be acquired for protection. The committece was composed of









