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THE §104 INDIVIDUAL PERMIT PROCESS
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Modified from Kathleen Rude, "Conservation: You Can Make a Difference,” Ducls Unlinsided,
Seprember/October 1990, 26-28.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: call the EPA Wetlands Hotline*

| TYPES OF §404 PERMITS

ON 40

Case-by-case review

B Public interest review and compliance
withtheSection404(b)(1) Guidelines, which
are regulationsissued by EPA, with the Corps.

Guidelines requirements include:
s Mitigation sequence
(1) avoidance of impacts through practi-
cable altemnatives,
(2) minimization of impacts, and
(3) compensation of unavoidable impacts
through creation or restoration.
a No significant degradation.
« Compliance with other laws.

SECTION 404

The Corps of Engineers has the authority to
issue general permits for those categories of
activities in wetlands and other aquatic areas
that will have only minimal adverse environ-
mental effects--individually or cumulatively.

B General permits are widely used and speed
up the §404 permitting process because they
do not require a detailed, case-specific re-
view.

B General permits are issued on a nation-
wide, regional, and State basis.

1f an activity falls under a nationwide per-

mit, & discharger: generally (but not al-
ways) can proceed with the activity with-
out first applying for an individual permit.
Individuals should contact theirlocat Corps
Districts for: applicabtmy of general per- -
mits; .

-at 1-800-832-7828 .. .
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