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Why do | have to get permit coveragz?

EPA's National Pollutant Dhscharge Elimination System (NPDES) orogrom regulates
stormwater runolf from consteuction sites. On July 1, 2003, EPA reissuad the
Construchon Generol Permit [CGP) fo extend coveroge 1o construction sices thal
disturb 1 or more acres, mciuding smaller sites that ore por of a larger plaa of
development, For exempte, f you are burding o house on ¢ holf-acre lot in o
10-acre deve'opment, you need permit coverage. Consiructton site operotors need to
submit on upplication called o Notice of Intent {NOJ} 1o be covered under EPA's CGP

This brochure describes how o mees the requirements of EPA's parmit which opplies to construction sites in
several stotes ond terrdores [see lisy be'ow), Most stotes, howaver, are authorized to implement the NPDZS
stormwaler progrom. Authonzed slates hove similar requiremenis for constiuction sites. If your consteuction
project 15 not in one of the oreos +sted below, you will need o obtain permit coverage from the uppropricte siote
aurhority. A list of stole permitting outhorities can be found of www epu.gov/npdes/stormwater

EPA's Construction Geaeral Permit applies to the fsilowing areas:

* Alaske + Most Indian Country kands

« District of Columbic + Federal facilities in Yermont, Colorado,
+ ldaho Deloware, and Washington

* Massachusetts + Qil and gos operations and other

¢ Neow Homgshire activities in Texuas and Oklghame.

* Now Mexico ¢ US. Territories (e g., Guam, American
* Puorta Rico Samoa), excopt the Yirgin lslands

B by T+ MeCrbw, 1837

Visit www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/cgp_appendixb.pdf for o detailed list of the areas under EPA's urisdiction.

Why is stermweier runeff so bod?

Runoff from rainstorms ona snowimelt picks up polkutonts iike
sediment, oil ond grease, mitragen and phosphorus, ond other
chemicals and carr es them «nto storm droins or d-rectly snle
waterbodies. Becouse mast storm dramn systems do net provide
any trectment to the water they collect, preventing contamina-
tion of stormwater 1s cr ticolly impertani or polluted runcif will be
dischorged untrected into tne waterbodies we use for swimeung,
fishing, ond drinking water,

Why is sodiment harmful te ¢ woterbody?

Too much sedimen: in ¢ woterbody can cloyd the woter and moke
it dificult or impossible for aquatic plonts ‘o receive the sunlight
they need to grow. Excess sediment olso smothers cquatic habitoy, - -
clogs hsh gills, and impedes navigohion n our woterways, which i ) : e

con lead to expensive dredgng

I need permit coverage. Where do | start?

1. Read EPA’s Construction General Permit {(CGP)
You can download a copy of EPA’s pernil of www.epo.gov/npdes/stormwoter/egp. Read EPA's permit
carefully, and remember that operators are legally responsible for complying with all ils provisions:

> Who submits an NOI?
The “operctor” submits & Notice of intent (NCJj form, The operaior is the eatity (generally compaony,
corporation, elc.} that has operational cordrel over the construction plans or day-to-day adtivities that
ore nacessary to implement the Stormwater Pollution Prevantion Plan [SWPPF} (see below}. On some
sites, sevarol entities may meat the definition of operaior and all must file NOIs, Operolors may include
owners, generol contrccfors, and subroniractors.,

It is the responsibility of the operalorls) to develop and implemest a SWPPP aad maintain nll best
management proctices éBMPs) during each stege of the project. Best managemant peactices are the
1echniques {buffers, silt fences, detention ponds, swales, etc.}, schedules of acivities, prohibitions of
practices, und muintenﬁnce procedures io prevent or reduce the discharge of golfutants

2. Develop a siormwater pollution prevention plan {(SWPPP}

The SWPPP 5 ¢ planfar how you will control starmwater runolf from your canstruction sife, I is brooder and
more complicated than a ?ypiroi erosion and sedimeni control plan, so operators might want fo entist the
assistance of o professional tojseve fime, The SWPPP must be campleted belore you Ble an NOJI 1o apply Tor
covaroge under EPA's permit, You don't have 1o submit the SWPPP with your NOl to abiain permit coverage, but
the plon must be nvcslobfe onssite for review during inspection.

Betause avery site is unique, ‘dvery SWPPP is unique. The SWPPP needs to be updated as your work progresses.
Pleasa visit www.epa.gov/npdas/stormwalter/cgp for more informotion on how to develop your SWRPE

> Basnc SWPPP Pririciples ‘
Divent stormwater away from distutbed or exposed arets of the construction site.
install BMPs to.control erosion and sediment and manage stormwaler.
inspect the site regulardy and proparly mointoin BMPs, especiotly ofter rainstarms,
Revise the SWPPP as site conditions change during construction and improve the SWPPP if BMPs are
noteftectively Lon?rofhng erosion and sediment,
Minimize exposure of bure soils to pracipitation to the exenf pmdlcab!e
Keep the construchan site cdean by pulting trash in rash cans, keeping stornge bins covered, ond
sweeping up excess sediment on roads and other smpervious surfaces,

3. Complete an endangered species determination for the project site

The operator must assess the potential effects of stormwater runoff on federclly tisted endangered and threot-
ened species and any designated critical habital on or near the site. In moking this determination, the operator
needs to consider areos beyond the immediate footprint of the construction activity and beyond the property
line~—goreas that could be aftected direcily or indirectly by stormwater discharges.

The locat offices of 11.5. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, and Staté or Tibal Heri-
toge Centers often maintaiq lists of federally hsted endongered or threctened species on their Web sites, Visit
www.epa.govinpdes/stormwater/esa ior mare infornation.

How to get a stormwater permit
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