
906R92902

REPORT TO CONGRESS

United States

Gulf Environmental

TechnicalGt44rtati4REniesUӌ�s

E�o�t
adUnã





FOREWORD

By William K Reilly

Just over a year ago the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and the environmental atrocities that

followed shocked the world During the conflict and as Iraqi forces withdrew they deliberately
released millions of barrels of oil into the Gulf and systematically ignited or damaged over 700 oil

wells Coastal areas were



In the aftermath of the environmental disaster we have witnessed in the Gulf region it is

worthwhile to learn all that we can from this experience There would be no greater sin than to fail

to understand the lessons this scourge can teach us lessons in ecological vulnerability in techniques
off�
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LIST OF ACRONYMS







o Preliminary data from the









1 BACKGROUND

In the aftermath of the Iraqi invasion of August 1990 Kuwait and its neighboring states have faced a

major environmental disaster as a result of hundreds of oil fires and several massive oil discharges into the

Gulf Iraq began releasing oil into



priority scheme became the WMO





2 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES

This chapter focuses on United States
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1991 Norway sent offshore boom skimmers and equipment
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The first AIREYE overflight was conducted on February 20 1991 By February 27 1991 two daily

overflights were being conducted with different

wasffery蕄
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facilities According to the Saudi Arabian Oil Contingency Plan industrial facilities were responsible for the

protection of their own facilities

The desalination plant at Jubayl was the primary facility to protect in Saudi Arabia This plant is the

largest in the world producing more than 200 million
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dike
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• Recommend cleanup methods —
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OIL FIRES RESPONSE
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these individuals This situation did not appear to be life threatening under the current
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decrease throughout the rest



Oil Fire Plumes
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Data Coordination

King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals Research Institute designed the first system to provide
access to
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The Kuwait Ministry of Public Health is developing
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PRELIMINARY FINDINGS



A 2



A 3

From May through July 1991 theސ
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NOAA

Provide interagency coordination for U S activities relating to the WMO Plan



B 5

missions in the Gulf region

USCG

Coordinate U S activities related to IMO work in the Gulf

Through the end of July continue OSC presence in country After that technicalG最Spx D恰༰琀toUiUņnuB䄀䤀iFကņnuB䄀䤀��Y退
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Agency Health Data

Collection Analysis

Environmental Data

Collection Analysis
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Agency Health Data

Collection Analysis
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