Mercury is hard to resist. Its
quicksilver motion is dazzling.
But NEVER, NEVER:

X Touch it.

X Smell it.

X Heat it.

X Put it in your mouth.

X Vacuum it up. | |

X Run contaminated clothes
“through the dryer. o

The vapor is very
‘dangerous to inhale.
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Florida Children Play Dangerous Game with Mercury

August 1994—More than 500
students in Belle-Glade, Florida

were contaminated with liquid

mercury after three boys found
four jars filled with the silvery
m.eta{ in an abandoned van. The
boys brought the jars of mercury
to school and passed it out to
their friends. The children were
fascinated by the silvery, liquid
metal. “Youeverseen “Termina-
tor 117" asked a 14-year-old boy,
“When thebad guy meltsinto the
ground? That’sjust whatit’slike.”
Thestudents played with themer-
cury, rubbing it on their teeth,
throwing it at each other, dip-
ping theirjewelry init, and pour-
ing it into a local canal. Many
children ook home samples in
paper cups and bags.

Although inhaling mercury va-
por isby far a more serious threat
than swallowing liquid mercury,
local officials were very con-
cerned. “If the children ate small

amounts, that is not likely to be
toxic,” a local pediatrician stated.
“The problem is going to come if

the mercury isspilled orif it stays °

in a child’s pockets. When it is

Flarida children decontarminated by emer-
gency workers affer mercury exposure,

.vaporized and inhaled, it can be
‘very, very toxic.” Initial symp-
‘toms include a cough, breathing

difficulty, and chest pain. Vomit-
iarrhea, fever, and nerve or
roblems may develop

peting, clothi

Midwest Boy
Suffers Acute
Mercury Poisoning

pring 1994—A young boy in Moline, Illinois may suf- -
er nerve damage due to mercury poisoning. The child
rought home liquid mercury from the school science
“room and played with it in his basement. He spread the-
ilvery liquid ‘on his arms and legs in an attempt to look
like the Tin Man from the Wizard of Oz. The home was
“so contaminated that the family was evacuated for
nearly 10 months while the U. S. Environmental Protec-
: tion Agency (EPA) cleaned up the spilled mercury. Car-
, g, and belongings were removed. Ceiling -
~ tiles and the air conditioning and heating systems also
- were replaced. Although the boy is now recovering, the

Hundreds of children had to be
decontaminated. The local haz-
ardous waste materials team,
dressed in yellow safety suits,
stood the children in a wadin,
pool, hosed their arms, and
scrubbed their skinwithbrushes.

Doctors atarea hospitalswereon

call 24 hours-a-day for several
days to examine children and
adults exposed to the mercury

and to give free blood tests. More.

than 20 homes had concentra-
tions hi%h enough to be of con-
cern to the U. 8. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). Fami-
lies had to be evacuated while
EPA decontaminated these
homes.

A hospital spokesperson said
thathe did notthink any children
had come in contact with enough
mercury to cause any serious
damage. No permanent damage
to the children is expected.

extent of permanent damage is unknown.

Mercury Spill Forces
Students Out of Dorms

November 1994—Over the Thanksgiving break, -
college students at Florida Atlantic University in ¢
" Boca Raton, Florida removed liquid mercury '
from one of the school's laboratories. Although
the laboratory manager noticed the missing
chemical when he refurned on Tuesday morn-
ing, he did not report it to authorities until
mercury was discovered spilled inside and
outside of a university dormitory. Students
living in the dormitory were evacuated and
housed in a local hotel while the dormitory was
decontaminated. Potential short- or long-texm: -,
damage is unknown. :
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