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Followmg are some agency developments whlch may interest you Ifyou need
more mformatlon on any of these subjects call the approprlate contact

ENDOCRINE DISRUPTORS

Denise Kearns, (202) 260-4376

To protect human health and the- env1ronment the U.S. Envrronmental Protectron Agency today moved
" toward a screening program that for the first t1me ever will evaluate certain health arid environmental effects of
some 15,000 chemicals used in thousands of common products, rangmg from pesticides to plastics. The Agency
‘accepted final recommendations from an 1ndependent advisory group of nationally recognized scientists, public
health experts, 1industry representatives and others that call for a program to identify and characterize chemicals
known as "endocrine disruptors." These chemicals have been shown to result in developmental and reproductive
- abnormalities in wildlife, and are suspected by some scientists of causing adverse héalth effects in humans
mcludmg birth defects, breast cancer, prostate cancer and 1nfert111ty : :

Now that these: recommendatrons have been recelved from the Endocrmf Screemng and Testing Adv1sory .
Committee (EDSTAC), the Agency. will formally propose its.screening and tésting program by the end of the
year. "Science has only recently come to understand the possible threats posed to public health from endocrme ,

- disruptors. The national screening program recommended by the committee is a critical first step in our efforts to
. identify any health threats from these substances and ensure that human heaith and the. env1ronment are
protected " said EPA Admrmstrator Carol M. Browner. - P ' :

Based on the comm1ttee S. recommendatrons EPA plans to establish its screemng pro gram by 1mt1a11y L
focusing on 15,000 chemlcals, which are produced in volumes exceeding 10,000 pounds per year, and for wmch ‘
+ existing test data.is limited.~EPA plans to submlt these chemicals to a seri¢s of high throughput pre-screening L
(I—ITPS) assays, which would help the agency prioritize the chemicals for additionalscreening. - Chemicals that test
négative in the screening assays may not need further testing. However chemicals that test positive would
be subJect to a series of additional tests, 1nclud1ng spec1ﬁc tests to determme therr reproductrve developmental
‘ and behavioral effects. »

Currently, EPA is workmg to screntrﬁcally validate the HTPS assays recommended by the EDSTAC asa ﬁrst '
g step toward constructing ts screening and testing program for suspected endocrrne dicruptors. '
In addition, the agency is ‘considering all other recommendations detailed in the EDSTAC report. These include

the need to address the effects of endocrrne drsruptors on ecologlcal systems and in wildlife and the testing needs




of chemical combinations. EPA also is revrewmg new and existing screening tests and the mechanisms avallable
for validating these tests.

EPA established EDSTAC in 1996 followmg enactment of the Food Quahty Protectron Act and the Safe
Drinking Water Act. Both laws contain provisions directing EPA to establish a screening and testing program for
chemicals suspected of disrupting the endocrine system.The purpose of EDSTAC was to provide the Agency with
guidance in the design of this program. ' ,

After publishing its proposed screening and testing program at the end of the year EPA will request

comments from the public on it. The public can order the report from EPA's TSCA Hotline at 202-554-1404. The
report can also be viewed and downloaded from the Internet at: http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/opptendo
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