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Greemng Your
Meetings and Conferences

he “Green Meetings” train is quickly gaining speed and pickiﬂg up passengers, so
climb aboard! EPA has recently updated its Green Meetings Web site to accommo-
date this momentum, so check it out at: <www.epa.gov/oppt/greenmeetings>.




What Are Green Meetmgs"

The Oceans Blue Foundation defines green meetings as “an assernbly or gathenng of people, for the purpose of the

exchange of information, where, through careful planning, negative impact on the environment is minimized.” In the o

early 1990s, a green meeting may have meant brochures were printed on recycled~content paper or that soda cans -

were collected for recycling. The costs associated with even these simiple steps were oftern proh1b1t1ve for most meetmg: R

planners and meeting service suppliers. Today, however, the opportunities to green meetmgs and events are: almost .

limitless—often offering ways to save money and increase efficiency in the process

What Can You Do?

While there is an ever-increasing number of green meeting
“pioneers” in the United States, many meeting planners are
still having difficulty finding green services for their events.
This is why it is important to remember that asking for
green is key! Asking is the first step in showing there is a
demand for reduced environmental impacts associated with
a meeting. When enough meeting planners ask for reusable
mugs, non-toxic cleaning services, or energy-efficient light-
ing, for example, then hotels, conventions centers, and
other meeting service providers will begin to respond. If
you are not a meeting planner, but coordinate with or
direct a contractor to plan meetings for you, EPA’s Office of
Pollution Prevention and Toxics has created green meeting
contract language you can use when buying meeting plan-
ning support services. It is available from the Database of
Environmental Information on the EPP Program’s Web site
at: <www.epa.gov/oppt/epp/database.htm> (search under
the keyword “Conference”).

The following lists of green opportunities can assist you
in reducing meeting-related environmental impacts. The
first list condenses the array of green opportunities into a
handful of thought-provoking questions a meeting planner
may consider. The second list lays out specific steps that
have proven to prevent pollution and waste associated with
meetings and conferences. Since a meeting planner may be
restricted by time, money, and/or level of support for green-
ing, choose the strategy that works best for your situation.

Abbreviated List

Location
Have you sought a location...
...that, on average, minimizes the distance the attendees
have to travel? :
...where the facilities needed for your meeting are all
accessible to each other, the airport, and local attrac-
tions by mass transportation options?

-Have you max1rmzed opportumues to

Accommodations ar.\.d'/‘:or Meéﬁhg"'Féci‘lit‘ies‘ )

‘Does the hotel and/or meeting facﬂlty you are, con51dermg

...have 4 formal environmental pohcy and actton plan S

that they will share Wlth you? -

...have an assrgned person group, or comrmttee dtrectly
responsrble for enwronmental 1n1t1at1ves? S

Transportatlon . L
Does the transportatlon servrce prov1der you are
con51denng : : -

...offera catbon emission offsettmg program (known as' IR

- carbon-neutral tra;yeg?

Food/ Beverage : _ : ,
Does the food and beverage semce prov1der you are: :
cons1denng : T

.maximize the use of reusable rather than dlsposable RN

Imens flatware, glassvvare ete:?, -

...donate surplus food to Iocal shelters soup kltchens
foodbanks etc? F T A S S L

Promotlon/ Marketmg/ Reglstratlon and
Exhibitions

...use electronic commumcatlon over paper as often as SRR
'p0551b1e? el ! o

...reduce, reuse, recycle and purchase recycled—

content/energy~eff1c1ent/env1ronmentally preferable o

: products?




EPA’s Puifchasing Tool Suite

EPA’s EPP Program has developed the following Web-
based tools to help purchasers consider the environ-
ment, along with price and performance, when buying
a product or service, ..

EPP General Training Tool
<www.epa.gov/oppt/epp/gentt/>

Covers basic EPP principles and mandates, along with
some more in-depth applications of EPP, in an enter-
taining and multimedia format.

Promising Pra_cti‘;gs.ﬁuid‘é'féf'G‘rééhér o

<WWW.epa.gov/oppt/epp/ppg>

‘A series of short case studies highlighting successful

strategies for incorporating environmental factors into a
variety of product and service contracts.




Contacts and Resources

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts EcoMeet Program

<www.fairmont.com>

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts is the largest luxury hotel
company in North America, with a distinctive collection
of properties and a worldwide reputation for excellence
and environmental responsibility. It has developed an
environmental program recognized as the most compre-
hensive in the North American hotel industry. The

EcoMeet Program is a product option designed specifical- -

ly for meeting planners—it allows them to order a ready-
made green meeting when organizing through the

Fairmont Hotel chain. All of the greening initiatives avail-

able at the Fairmont Hotels are automatically incorporat-
ed into the meeting events when this “EcoMeet Program”
is chosen. Greening initiatives include, but are not limit-

ly meals and meeting facilities, and incorporating
environmental educational opportunities for meeting
attendees.

Oceans Blue Foundation

<www.oceansblue.org>

Oceans Blue Foundation (OBF) was the first to develop
guidelines for green meetings and has since developed a
primer to provide guidance on applying environmentally
sustainable principles in the meetings and conventions
industry. These tools are designed for use by planners,
suppliers, and delegates of meetings, conventions, confer-
ences, and trade shows, as well as by the operators of the
facilities that hold such events. OBF now will work with
EPA and other international stakeholders to develop a
Web-based tool to help meeung planners plan green
meetings.

Green Seal — Environmental Standard for
Lodging Properties, GS-33
<wwiw.greenseal.org>

Green Seal is an independent, nonprofit organization
dedicated to protecting the environment by promoting
the manufacture and sale of environmentally responsible
consumer products. Green Seal sets environmental stan-
dards and awards a Green Seal of Approval to products
that cause less harm to the environment than other simi-
lar products. Green Seal has partnered with the lodging
industry, the nation’s second-largest employer, to support
ecotourism. Its campaign to educate hotels and motels
focuses on how environmental efforts improve the bot-
tom line and benefit the environment. Green Seal
received wide input from the lodging industry on its
Environmental Standard for Lodging Properties. Green -
Seal also has certified lodging properties in Pennsylvania -
and Washington, D.C. Government employees are

encouraged to stay in certified properties when they trav-

el on official business, and government meetings are
encouraged to use these facilities.

. for | greener Lotels as part of therr business. travel; creat,m :
ed to, transportation alternatives, environmentally friend- - ‘ SFreet o

: accommodatl
- encompasses.

) motels and resorts and the ma

: awarded for spec1f1c results achreved

NW Pollutlon Preventlon Resource Cente

- <wwwmp1web org/resources/gre‘ meetings/defaul htm

rThe Green Hotel m the Green Moun
*State Program

The Coalltlon for Envuronme tally Respo SIbIe'
Economies (CERES) ! Greeln Hotel Imtlatlve '

<WWW.ceres, org/about/Programs/ ghove

vened 4. network of env1ronmental
mental entmes and busmesses that

encourage corporate and govemment purchasersvt ask:

> Provi; .
tions, the corporate ‘hotél cham

motels, and resorts cornmuted to. 'm‘
1onmenta1 performance The progr 1

Leafs; one Jeaf is given for a baslc-com rién
ronmental principles; and two through five leaves ar

Hospltahty Sector
<Wwwpprc org/pprc/pubs/toplcs' _osptlt ht

Meetmg Professnonals lnternatlonalf Gre n
Meetlng Task. Force

<WWW. vtgreenhotels org>
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to information on other related initiatives.
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