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Protectmg Coastal
‘Waters from Nonpomt
Source Pollut|on /

T mals and are recreatlonal havens for more than 180 million- v1s1tors each- serles
. yeat. Yét, high1 levels of pollution prevented people from swimming safely at
" coastal’beaches on more'than 12,000 occasions from 1988 through 1994, and °f fact sheets
" “the latest National Water Quality Inventory reports that one-third of surveyed B on nonpoint
-~ _. ‘estuaries (areas neéar the coast where seawater.and freshwater mixing - ' . .
o occurs) are damaged. Rapidly i mcreasmg population growth and develop- source (NPS) pollu lon
- = mentin coastal regions could be a source of even more coastal water

e

. ‘ l quahty problemsmthe future. . -~ ol ;'”, :

. Coastal waters prov1de ‘homes foran amazmg array of plants and ani- ‘ A 4 ,"9,'/ /A

e

S —_— "i IS — B A srgmflcant port1on of the
' : _threats to coastal waters are caused

£ 7; ‘Coastal waters mclude estiar- by nonpoint’source pollutlon
~" ies, soundsybays, lagoons,, and - (NPS) Major sources in"coastal
' other bodies of water that have_ - waters include agrictlture and -

“a large percentage of seawater, """ urban runoff. Other Slgmhﬁan’f,

- . as well as the Great Lakes 7 ‘soutces include faulty septic
- : v - systems, forestry, marinas and -
S ————T—— T recreational boatmg, physical .~
o ‘ R changes to stream channels, and
hab1tat degradatlon, espec1ally the destructlon of Wetlands and Vegetated

" - areas near streams - i

= - In1990, Congress passed the Coastal Zone Act Reauthorlzahon Amend- <
~_ments (CZARA) to tackle the’ nonpomt source pollutron problem in coastal

" waters. Section 6217 of CZARA requires the 29 states'and territories w1th
dpproved Coastal Zone Management Programs to develop Coastal T
Nonpomt Pollution Control Programs. In its program, a 1 state or terntory

~ describes how it w1ll implement nonpoint source pollution controls, known .. e e »

as management ‘measures, “that conform with those described in Guidance .- |- o o

Specifying Management Measures s for Sources of Nonpomt Pollutzon in Coastal - NPS pollutlon oceours when :
- Waters. - N TR ~ -] water runs over land or-through | - -
If these ongmal management measures fall to produce the necessary | the ground, plcks up pollutants, :
-7 coastal water quality unprovements, a state or territory then must imple- - | 'and deposits them in-surface -
© ment additional management measures to address remaining water quality ~ - | -waters or | introduces: them mto -
“problems. Approved programs will update and-expand upon NPS Manage- : ground water- S N

~ment Programs developed under section 319 of the Clean Water Act and
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Coastal Zone Management Programs developed under sectlon 306 of the
Coastal Zone Management Act. -

" The coastal nonpoint program strengthens the Ilnks between federal and
state/territory coastal zone management and water quality programs in

“order to enhance efforts to manage land management activities that degrade =

coastal waters and coastal habitats. State and territorial coastal zone agen- -
cies and water quality agencies have coequal roles, as do the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the U.S. Environ-
mental Protectlon Agency (EPA) at the federal leveI E .

Coastal Nonpomt Pollutlon Control Programs

In 1995, coastal states and territories submitted their coastal nonpoint.
programs to EPA and NOAA for review and approval. States and territories
are scheduled to 1mplement the first phase of their approved program by
2004 and, if necessary, the second phase by 2009. Approved programs
include several key elements; described below. -

Boundary. The boundary defmes the reg1on where land and water uses
have a 31gn1f1cant impact on a state’s or territory’s coastal waters. It also-
includes areas where future land uses reasonably cai be expected to 1mpa1r :
coastal waters. To define the boundary, a state or territory may choose a
region suggested by N OAAor may propose its own boundary based on -
geologic, hydrologic, and other scientific data. :

Management Measures. The state or terrltory coastal nonpoint program
describes how a state or territory plans to control NPS pollution within the
boundary. To help states and-territories 1dent1fy appropriate technologies
and tools, EPA issued Guidance Specifying Management Measures for Sources of
Nonpoint Pollution in Coastal Waters. This technical guidance describes the
best available, economically achievable approaches used to control NPS
pollution from the major categories of land management activities that can
degrade coastal water quality. States or territories may elect to implement
alternative measurement measures as long as they will achieve the same
environmental results as those described-in the guidance.

Enforceable Policies and Mechanisms. States and territories need to .
ensure nnplementahon of the management measures. Mechanisms may
include, for example, permit programs, zoning, “bad actor” laws, enforce-
able water quality standards, and general environmental laws and prOhlbl—
tions. States and territories may also use voluntary approaches like eco- .
nomic incentives if they are backed by appropriate regulations.

Final Approval and Condltlonal Approval.

In certain c1rcumstances, NOAA and EPA may grant aps program condi-
tional approval for up to five years. Conditional approval provides a state or
terrltory addltronal tlme to fully develop its management program whlle it
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