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Harnessmg the Power of the Internet

EPA Responds to the

Rising Public Demand for

Env1ronmental Informatlon

. public and pnvate sector, EPA 1s
harnessing the power of the -

~ Internet to meet the needs of those we

serve-—in our case, the American pubhc.

As evidenced by the rapidly increasing use - ..:

of our Web site, public demand for envi-
ronmental information has exploded in
recent years. The figure on page 2 shows
that more than 30. million usets now log-
on to EPA’s Web site every month. If the
growth trend shown in the figure contin-
ues, this number could reach 50 million

by 2000. In response to this demand, EPA .

"7 is making more environmental informa-
Community-Based Envxtonmental

ion electronically available and doing so
n ways that make it easy for people to

. Today, citizens can go ¢ opline and Qd
" otit about a variety of éavironmiental __.
issues and conditions that affect” their
lives. Families plannmg a beach vacation
can find ou whether the water is safe for
swimming ~Based on the availability of
new “rnphance lnformatron, corporate
managfts can determine how their com-
pany’ envrronmental performance com-

njques and environmental requirements.
And ofﬁcmls at all levels of government

3 conditions and trends in an area prror
to deciding What work needs to be done.

- newest and most useful }
_ The featyred sites repre e{lt some of EPA’s
- most impartant work injexpanding public’ AR
> -access to envnonrnental

REIN‘:V'ENTION

Many of EPA’s new Web sites allow users

not only to receive information but to
provide it as well. Environmental and
~industry groups can provide comments on

a Agency rulemaking. Citizen volunteer
. monijtors can contribute water quality

data based on samples collected in their

watershed. Also, as an alternative to the
- tradmonal paper—based system, companies
" are: beglnnxng to use the Internet to report

environmental data or to,apply for per-

~ mits.or product approvals V\Whlle these
" types of ttansactions are not ye
. they are being designed, tested, and
- applied increasingly wn:hm Agency
: programs.

This report highlights some  of EPAs
Jeb capablhtles

1
creating. the‘ more ?pen, } cluswe system
,of environmental rotectlo
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N4 Environmental Protection Agency.

Vice President Gore Announces 14 American Heritage Rivers

Qur Mission:

*..to protect
human heaith and to
safeguard the natural

environment...”

AboutEPA % News & Events % Y Offices, Labs & R
Projects & Programs ™ Lavs & Regulations “‘ Publication '
- Other Resources * R Databases & Software® Money Ma'tf

[Search | Browse | YWhat's New | Comments | Text Yersion]
http: S, epa. gov/

By January 2000, EPA
projects 50 million hits
per month.

The Growing Demand for Environmental Information
Visits to EPA’'s Web Site
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Laws and Regulations
www.epa.gov/epahome/rules.ht

ctivity on EPA’s Web site

repeatedly shows that informa-

tion on environmental laws and
regulations is the most frequently
requested by our users. Regulations and
laws drive the entire environmental pro-
tection system; therefore, it is not sur-
prising that these resources are of critical
interest to environmental professionals,
lawmakers, the public, industry, and
other stakeholders.

EPA’s Laws and Regulations site allows
users to search a current listing of the new
environmental rules, proposals, and notices
published in the Federal Register each day
and obtain the full text for each item.

For users interested in final environ-
mental regulations as they appear in the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), links
to the CFR Web site provide ready
access. The CFR is revised annually to
include all rules and notices published by
federal agencies in the previous year and
is divided into 50 titles representing
broad subject areas. Environmental regu-
lations are found mainly in Title 40.

The Web site also provides access to
the legislation behind EPA’s rules. Users
can access more than a dozen major
environmental laws, such as the Clean
Air Act and the Safe Drinking Water
Act, that form the legal basis for environ-
mental programs, as well as new legisla-
tion proposed within Congress.

Activity on EPA’s Web site

repeatedly shows -

that informatioh on environmental -
laws and regulations is
the most frequently requested

.hy our users.

Lawrs & Regulations

Laws and regulations are a major tool in protecting the environment.

Find out about;

Regulations & Proposed Rules

Mew regulations, proposed rules, important notices and the
regulatory agenda of future regulations,

Codified Regulations

Federal regulations codified in the Code of Federal Regulations
and additional material related to Title 40; Protection of
Environment.

Current Legislation

Current legislation before the U.S, Congress, Congrassional
Committees, and uncompiled Public Laws.

Laws
Public Laws passed by the U.B. Congress and codified in the
U.8. Code.

13 4
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National Archives and
Records Administration




Welcome to the
Center for Environmontal
Information and Statistks
Website —a single, |
convenlentsource of |
«“ informationon §
environmental
> quality, status |
> andtrends, |
BRIAGING
ERVTRORHENTAL

INEERHATION

EPA envisioned CEIS as a tool
to hoost citizens’ environmental literacy and capability
o act as knowledgeahle stakeholders.

The Pollutant Standards Index

{a measure of community-wide air quality)

EPA's Pollutant Standards Unhealthful
Index (PSI) provides accurate,

1 timely, and easily

understandable information

about daily levels of air

§ pollution. The Index provides a

uniform system for measuring

poliution levels for five of six

major air pollutants regulated

under the Clean Air Act.

Total Reported Releases of TRI Chemicals in District of
Columbia for 1886

19,0001
14,2501
9,500+

" hazardous waste,
0 . . , , ~ reported toxic
Fugitive Alr  StackAlr " Water 'Underground' ‘ relQaSGS‘ jUSt by

R“"":" _typing-ir a ZIP code

Source: Toxic Release Inventory System AL

Dot Tobiae arclicking on a state
or county.

Env1ronmental ‘
“ ‘*\Informatlon ”

(e

PA’s new online Center for ,
Environmental Informauon and
 Statistics (CEIS) gives usets a single,

convenient source of reliable, comprehen-
sive mformanon on enwronmcntal vali- .. ¢

¥ tOXiC relea.ses———;qst by
typmg ina ZIP code”or

. what kind of mformamon peopL= need
,and how bcst 0 present it. As a result, in

: obtam detalled maps showmg the s sourcesr
~ of pollution in their communitigs and

the types and amounts of pollutants th,at

* have been released. Other featuies a,llow

users to browse through a digital tibrary
of environmental quality reporfs and

maps descnbmg conditionsin cities,

n, and Sther countries.
n searehi electronically
gh doze/gs of those reports to get
atlgt{ on a specific place or topic.
Moté than just a Web resource, CEIS
provides information in nonelectronic

d _~"formats, as well. In the future, CEIS may

offer printed maps and reports, telephone
access, and additional assistance in both
English and Spanish.

AUSUST 1222




, Dlgltal lerary of

Environmental Quality

The CEIS Libr

aEPAﬁ-""*

Walcorne to the atlas of tha U.S.

of Environmental Quali

B Environmental Atlas *%ﬂ

offers numerous State of the Environment
"Repotts on geographical areas ranging from global to local, in addition to EPA. documents
‘grouped by category. The groupings are as follows:

The listing of 2ll the reports included in the Library is shown below. You can browse the
documents below or Search the Reports in this collection.

N

“This site oﬂ'ers an -

(EPA), a CEIS product designed to make enviranmental information more
g map collaction online, links to

Protection Agency

other Important

10 help you
other ervironmantat ln{ormaiun

Setetfrom e eholoes balow.

maps and

Here are maps of the enviranment for tha entire United Stales, for a particular
state, or for Your community. For more background, featn about the geographic
data that EPA uses 1o make emirenmental maps, Discover what maps can show
obout the fand, waler, air, and human changas around us, Leam aboutmtg_a_nm

CHIS Library offers numerous —-I
state of the environment reports

on geographic areas; the
Environmental Atlas offers an ever-
growing map collection online,

PA and state 4
responsibili
lic health 2
however official
level—those ¢

taking an in
community-
tion (CBE
Web sites
promote

The Green 1+~
Communities
kit is designed
to help
community
stakeholders
conduct do-it-
yourself,
integrated

WWW.epa.gov/ecocomm

Community-Based

Environmental
Protection

“ EPA

J Ui State:
! nlte:y s on

"communny-nasea Environmental
Pretection (EBEPL:

Promoting Sustainable Ecosystems and Communities

Ecosystem (ase

Science Studies

Economics of (omparative
Sustainability Risk
Peogle and Integrated
pm, Appmadm

New Sustainable Deveiogmem: Ch::a]lenaI ze Grant Winners

About Comniunily-Based Environmental Protection

CBEP Tools
- hat's New

sl T

community

planning.

Ww,h

objg:cuvcs ima-
" more unified -

manner The
Y CBEP site is spe-
*cifically devoted.

, 'mfo ‘mation that can be apphcd incom-
" munities throughout the United States. -~ .- -

- tion on grants and other financial tools to
“help meet the costs of commuruty—based

first step of‘thxs héhstlc Rlannmg pro‘cess

,,tggmus ] i

~The CBEP site also provides informa-

© promdnfrg“’s‘us-

tems. and com-
‘munities through
ar array of tools,

tuches, and lmks "
other sites. )

vpro”;ecr.s—-«ﬁ*om practical tips for federal

3 partnershlp approaches that can leverage. . .
| resources to suppcsrt CBEP efforts.

grant seekers to descriptions of innovative  " -




Surf Your Watershed

www.epa.gov/surf

or a growing number of users, log-

ging on to find out about environ-

mental conditions close to home
means looking not at political jurisdic-
tions, butart the boundaries established
by nature—watersheds. Increasingly,
watersheds are becoming the focus for
designing and implementing water quali-
ty and habitat restoration activities.
Adopt Your Watershed programs are
springing up around the country as more
citizens are-joining local watershed orga-
nizations. State environmental agencies
are using watersheds as a basis for manag-
ing environmental responsibilities, such
as permitting and monitoring, more effi-
ciently and effectively. And scientists
using geographic information systems are
looking at how actions along the upper
triburtaries of a river affect habitat-and
ecological conditions in the watershed
below.

EPA’s mulrifaceted, information-
packed Surf Your Watershed site supports
these interests, providing a variety of
tools and resources to promote watershed
protection. As shown to the right, based
on the recently developed Index of
Watershed Indicators, users can easily
find an assessment of the overall health of
their watershed and related information.
The index is compiled from 15 indicators
of current water resource conditions and
the vulnerability to future degradation. A
listing of more than 4,000 watershed
alliances throughout the nation allows
users to locate and participate in local
watershed activities, and a special Speak
Out feature acts as an information
exchange promoting dialogue on water-
shed issues. As a result of the American
Hcritagc Rivers iniciative, users can go to
a ycllow page e” directory of services that
communities can access to support their
watershed protection activities.

urf Your Waters

A Service to Help You Locate, Use, and
Envi about Your | Pme

heg

W1 has been updated for Desipnated Uses, Contarninated
Sediments, Ambient Water Quali oxie, Convantional
Poltutant Loads Above Limits (Toxic, Conventional)

More News Flashes!

Middle Potomac-Anacestia-Occoquan
TUSGS Cataloguing Unit: 02070010

s

" Overall Watershed Score (October 1997:
Less Serious Water Quality Problems - High Vulnerability to stressors such ag pollutant loadings

15 | B _|nsufiicient Data |

1

Better More Serious
Wates Quality

For a growing number of users, logging on to find out ahout environmental
conditions close to home means looking not at political jurisdictions, but at the boundaries

established by nature—watersheds. S
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Struciure

=] | Envirofacts
| WWW.epa.gov/enviro

hile CEIS is designed to pro-
vide users with a better
understanding of environ-
mental conditions at the community
level, EPA’s Envirofacts Warehouse Web
: : site is an online gateway to information
SRy [Wentitication Tnitiativs FORRY SRR drawn from seven EPA databases.

URL: Hitpifww.epe govientiro S e Updated monthly based on data submis-
This page was updated June 24, 1998, S T ' sions required under environmental laws,
these separate databases focus on
Superfund sites, drinking water, toxic and
air releases, hazardous waste and waste-
water discharge permits as well as envi-

ronmental grants information.
Using just a few s1mple query screens, users can - , Using just a few simple

search for information by facility name, geographic area (e.qy., ZIP code, query screens, users

or state or county name), or chemical substance J can search for infor-
mation by facility

to obtain the kind of information they want. - name, geographic area (e.g.,
- . ' ZIP code, or state or county name), or
chemical substance to obtain the kind of
information they want. Query results are
presented in either report or map formats.
The site’s powerful Enviromapper feature
lets users click on maps to zoom in to any
area of the country and obtain informa-
tion about regulated facilities or sites.
Users also can create maps which are then
e-mailed to them in common graphic file
formats for later viewing or printing.
One of the most common usages of
Envirofacts is obtaining information
reported under the Toxic Release
Inventory (TRI). The TRI, established
under the Emergency Planning and
Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986,
is the central collection point for infor-
mation on U.S. facilities’ annual estimat-
ed releases to the environment of over
300 toxic chemicals. From inception, pro-
';; , : - § viding public access was a defining feature
1 SRR

o ,:'!:;i < : of TRI, and its availability continues to

HIFAHLE .
LI R
./ ,; ;t'ff i"’a"ﬁ e ; represent one of the most important steps

v 8 : o .
if:"};}:‘?{’ IR the Agency has taken to promote public

1  The site S' access to environmental data:
powerful.

Enwromapper
feature lets
'users zoom

' of the cougttry.
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PA’s AIRNOW Web site, which

provides animated, “real-time” data

‘on smog levels in selected cities
and states, offers a glimpse of how these
questions may be readily answered online
in the future. The site will soon expand
to include other air pollutants, health
effects profiles of the most common air
pollutants, protective steps citizens can
take on days when the outdoor air is
unhealthy, and what citizens can do to
reduce air pollution in their communiry.
With quick access to environmental
information that is current and easy to
understand, citizens will be able to make
day-to-day decisions taking air quality
conditions into account.

n I take to protect my health on bad air days?

AIRNOW is one of several pilot
projects that are part of EPA’s new
Environmental Monitoring for Public
Access and Community Tracking
(EMPACT) Program. By 2001,
EMPACT will allow Americans in 86
metropolitan areas to have access to real-
time data about air quality as well as
other environmental conditions in their
community.

AIRSWeb provides access to ambient air
pollution data for the past 5 years.

AIRSWeb

www.epa.gov/
airsweb

hile AIRNOW represents a

first step toward providing

access to real-time environ-
mental data, ATIRSWeb provides access to
ambient air pollution data for the past 5
years. Updated monthly based on data
reported by the states, this site incorpor-
ates data from 4,000 monitoring sites
across the nation as well as emission levels
and compliance status for 9,000 point
sources regulated by EPA. Users can see
air pollution levels and trends over time
for a single facility, a county, or for the
entire country. Its mapping capabilities
show the locations of major air pollution
sources, monitoring sites, and areas of the
country where air pollution levels exceed
health-based EPA standards. What was
the most common air pollutant measured
in my county last month? Have condi-
tions improved or worsened over the past
five years? Are there major sources of air
pollution in my community? EPAs
ATRSWeb site is the place to find out.

& | PMEPIRT ON REINVENTION
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BEACH Watch Giten af v

www.epa.gov/ost/beaches

lanning a beach vacation? First, be

sure to visit the new BEACH

Watch Web site for information
about water quality and monitoring
activities at over 1,000 beaches around
the United States. EPA created this
online directory to strengthen beach
monitoring and standards programs and
to better inform the public about beach
water quality. EPA is continuously
expanding the site as local agencies con-
tribute beach water monitoring results.
BEACH Watch is fast becoming the
national hub for information on beach
health protection throughout the coun-
try. In the future the site may include
information for all U.S. beaches, both
coastal and on inland waters.

For any beach currently in the data-
base, BEACH Watch indicates whether
monitoring for bacteria or other
pathogens is performed, and whether an
advisory or closure has been issued since
eatly 1997. The frequency of monitoring
and the timeliness of reported data vary.
More detailed information also is offere;
about each beach including known
sources of pollution, the agency resp;
ble for beach water quality monit
(if it is being done), how freque
water samples are collected for g
how many times water quali
were exceeded during the 19
ming season, dates and reag
advisories and closures sig
and whether the beach j
closed. BEACH Watch
to related sites provid
sea, tidal, and weatlf
as marine forecastgf

m Slatasthh data
B Stnteswhamdni

S EPA S e o T o
Office of Water L Co . . _BEACH

Survey Informatiori on Local Beach -
Bea(:h- Lopez Lake, Vlsta Lago, Lopez Lake ) v

Was an advxsory or closure issued for ﬂns beach dunng 1997" Neo
BEACH Wa é:lll * et Contact

View submitted beach mformahon o

Program. By Z
Americans i
have access
quality as §

conditio
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www.epa.gov/oeca/mfcac.htmi

h nlike major business entities,
Helping Automotive ! PR L § many small businesses and com-
Professionals Save Time and L ey Ca > e °
Protect the Environment munities have limited experience
and expertise in environmental matters
and may need guidance concerning regu-
Selzctany ofthe objectsin the Viewsl CCAR-GreenLink Shop below, t get o the Information Inder Pag regaeding tha e latory requirements. To help smaller endi-
AR GreenLink® i S S S i ties understand what they need to do to
omlive Repale (CCAR: comply with environmental regulations—
and how pollution prevention approaches
can help them boost environmental and
economic performance—EPA supports
several virtual compliance assistance cen-
ters on the Internet. These online centers
operate through partnerships with indus-
try, academic institutions, environmental
groups, and other federal and state
agencies.

Each compliance assistance center is
focused on a particular sector. Centers up
and running right now serve small busi-
nesses in five sectors: metal finishing,

To help smaller entities understand what they printing, automobile service and
repair, agriculture, and printed

need to do to comply with environmental regulations— _ witing board manufacturing.
and hew poliution prevention approaches can help them boost By fall 1998, four new cen-
environmental and economic performance—EPA supports several  ters will be serving the trans-

virtual compliance assistance centers on the Internet. portation, local government,
chemical manufacturing, and paint

and coating sectors.

The centers provide a wide range of
resources that are accessible through the
Internet, e-mail discussion groups, fax-
back service, or toll-free telephone lines.
These services include some or all of the
following: easy access to federal regula-
tions, policies, and guidance; information
on how to manage or reduce pollution in

. . - B the context of specific processes; access to
Prl “te d Wl FiNng Boa rd pollution prevention and compliance
technology vendors; and case studies of

Hesnu rce Ag Center Home Page innovative technology uses and pollution

prevention efforts.

Welcome to the Virtual CCAR-GreenLinke Shop

This web site has been established by th

Sciences NCMS) in partnership with they
Packaging Electronic Circuits (JPC), and

3. Environmental Protection Agency (i
tory compli and pollution pre

g bosrd (PWE) menufecturers, indu:

TN
’ Click on farm for the main menu

\HHHHHHHNHW

National Agriculture Compliance Assistance Center




Www.epa.gov/oeca/sfi

re industries and specific facili-

ties complying with environ-

mental requirements? That
answer can be found through the Sector
Facility Indexing Project (SFIP) Web
site, which integrates and provides public =~ M = a—— P -

Aggregate Data Summary: Pulp Manufacturing

Thw following tables present the average values calculated for the facility-specific indi ] and ilod by SFIP, Ror exampls, of
the 247 Pulp Manufacturers included within the SFIP datadbase, n ge of 5.0 inspacti {Azr Water. RC’RA) were conducted ovar the last
eight quarters. In 1995, pulp manufacturers relsased an average of 1,047,693 pounds of TRI chemicals of whick 100,311 pounds were
carcinogens. For a definition of any of the facility-specific indicators listed in the table below, click or select the highlighted header.

0 -,
. . Inspections Historioal Nonconpliance .
access to environmental compliance data. Gy (Quectatypetods wht 1 ot more Mol or Qayeerdat)
In its pilot phase, SFIP profiles approxi- B | v nome o] = | e - o || rermo T wenmm | sngan v |y s
rnately 650 faCth.CS mn the followlng ﬁVC a9l asll osll s 1 12 o 27 13 B 46 101
industrial sectors: automobile assembly; - -~

W"“‘ tonconpliance Trdieator o Closed Arﬁnmﬂygng)

pulp manufacturing; petroleum refining;
iron and steel production; and alu- '
minum, coppet, lead, and zinc (nonfer-
rous metals) primary smelting and
refining.

The SFIP site allows users to look at
recent environmental data about each
facility, such as the number of inspec-
tions the facility has received, its record
of compliance with federal regulations,
its chemical releases and spills, and other
related data. SFIP also includes back-
ground data on the location and produc-
tion capacity of each facility as well as
information on the population of the
surrounding area. SFIP can be used for
different purposes. Local residents can
look up a particular facility in their com-
munity, for example, to check on its
compliance and enforcement history.
Industry engineers can compare a facili-
ty’s performance against their competi-
tors, and environmental officials can
make cross-media comparisons that were
not possible before this information was
brought together.

In its pilot phase, SFIP is allowing
EPA to gauge the level of public interest
in examining records about industry
compliance with environmental laws and
is helping the Agency study whether
increased public access to data provides
an additional incentive for companies to
improve or maintain good environmental

Significant Noncompliance Indicator Enforcement Actions Taken - 2 Years

ZIZV 2RI ZIZIZIZ|ZIZI12I<z
olololololojolsloloio|oih
olon=sloloclolslojololwlo
olojololo|ojolojojolo|olo
ololnolojonololo] s

OJQON O Q] O] O] s | O] COf ]

V2|2 ZIZIZ|ZIZZ| 2|2\ 2| 2=

performance. SFIP is an iterative =" The SFIP site allows users to look at recent -

Pr.i’lcgss 1n g’hmh mprovements g enwronmental data about each facility, such as the nuinber.
W1, € made over tume. -l

Based upon an evaluation of (SRS of mspectlons the facility has received, its record of compliance
this pilot, EPA hopes to o W|th federal regulatlons, its chemlcal releases and spllls,
expand this site in the future to - FEL. , and other related data.

include additional industry sectors
and data.
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““Now learning is interesting and___to check out the Student
~the Explorers Clu Center for middle Wgﬁ
0 school students.

Welcome o U.8. EPA's Explorers' Club!

We've filled these pages with lots of

. fun and inferesting things to read and do.

To begin exploving, just click on the
prciure above.

ese inter-

1SSUES.

; in (dentifying  systems
rablents, cleaning up _—_— plus env1ronmenta1 clubs
d*protecting the environment and careers. The Teachers’ Lounge pro- grant information, and links to other
“fiiture. Rids also can ask -~ vides a wealth of environmental educa- environmental education resources out-
dout environmental (0p- tion resources, including guides, curricula, ~ side EPA.
QU Ways to

b, As a reésource for in-
VAT issues to young
—the-Explorers’ Club has
i ted in major publications,
crding Better Homes and Gardens and

\eIEPA FIRST CLASS
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