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Sunerfund: Future Strategy
and Directions

‘When Superfund was established in 1980, EPA and Congress belicved that only a few hundred sites
nationwide would require cleanup. Congress directed EPA to clean up acute threats that posed
immediate risks to human health and the environment. Congress also dirécted the Agency to evaluate
addimnalhawdouswastemwsasmeywmdiscovmmdmplmememos;dangemusmtesona
Naumaanmu&sLlst(NPL)

A Big Job

WhenSupelfundwasreauﬂmrmdmxyearslater it was apparent that the problem of uncoiitrolled haz-
ardous waste sites was larger than anyone had believed originally. More than 28,000 sites had been

* scheduled for preliminary review; methan900s1teshadbeenplaccdontheNPL andmpreman
,:~800emergencyachorlshadbeentaken.

' The;xogmmspm dtanatlcaﬂywnhmepasmgeofmeSuperﬁmdAmendmemsand
'RwumoﬁmAaoﬂﬂ%ﬁ(SARA),whkhquadmpbdmemwaﬂablemSupaﬂm Butit

" was clear that the growing size of the hazardous waste problem -— and EPA’s growing understanding
of the complexity of sit¢ cleanups — called for a new strategy. ,

A New Strategy

InJune 1989, EPA AdmjmslratorWilham Reilly's SupevﬁmdManagememRevzew,alsoknownas the
90-DayStudy, articulated a new strategy for the Superfund program. The strategy emphasizes:

= Increased use of EPA's enforcement powers to force potentially responsible parties to clean up
problems they create; and

= | A revitalization of the Agency's approach to pay for site cleanups out of the Superfund Trust

Simply stated, the new strategy emphasizes addressing the worst problems at the worst sites first, in
accordance with the Agency's goal of overall risk reduction. Employing this new strategy, EPA will:

s Use enforcement first to compel private party response,

= Make sites safe from acute threats,

s Make sites clean over the long term, and

» Bring new technology to bear on the problem of hazardous waste contamination.

The new siralegy also calls for EPA to improve program efficiency, encourage public involvement in
program decisions, and communicate program success more clearly.

Superfund is making solid progress in implementing the strategy, and for the first time in the program's
history the cost of projects in the construction pipeline exceeds the available funding.

Cleanup of sites already on the NPL is expected to cost an additional $19 billion beyond the $7.5
billion already obligated. And the NPL is expected to grow from approximately 1,200 sites to more
than 2,000 sites by the end of the century.



