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A unique identification anumber is assigned by EPA to every site where
hazardous waste is generated, treated, stored or disposed. In order to obtain.
final authorization, a State must require new hazardous waste generators,
transporters, awners and operators of hazardous. waste treatment, storage, and
disposal facilities to obtain EPA identification numbers before engaging in any
hazardous waste activity. The "RCRA State Interim Authorization Guidance
Manual” "‘and the. "Additional Guidance for Cooperative Arrangements under Subtitle
C.of RCRA” encourage States. to-assist EPA in the assignment of these numbers
prior: to final authorization. States. with interim authorization and States
under Coopeative Arrangements are encouraged to assist specifically in distri-
buting and reviewing RCRA Notification and Part A Permit Application forms.
EPA, however, will retain full responsibility in States that do not have final
-autherization-for: the other steps necessary to.assign EPA I.D. numbers.
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. - EPA’ r:equ:.res all hazardcus waste 1/ generators and transporters and owners
and operators.of hazardous waste treatmment, storage, and dispesal facilities to
rece:.ve an EPA identificaticon number (ID number) befcre they handle hazardous
waste.2/ Identification numbers are.issued by the EPA Regicnal Offices. What
.role should the States play. m ass.xstmg the E:PA Fbgzoral Qffices to-assign
z.dem..zf:.atzm nunbers? L
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(1)~ Sbates with interim authorization and States under Cocperative Arrangements
are encouraged to assist EPA in ass:.gmng EPA identification numbers. Specifi-
“cally, EPA would ‘like State assistance in distributing and reviewing RCRA Notifi-
cation and Part A Pewrmit Am.l.i.at:.on Forms. The responsibility for assigning
EPA D numbezs w:.ll remin m the Reqgional Offices. .

(2) Stztes with then: own system of assigning ID nunbers are encouraged to use
the EPA ID.number as the State ID number.

[ 4

1/ Bazardous waste means hazardous waste as defined by EPA except where specifi-
cally noted in this memorandum.

2/ Sections 262.12, 263.11, 264.11 and 265.11 establish this requirement for perscns
bandlmg hazardous waste in States where EPA is running the hazardous waste program.
Sections 123.34 - 36 require. for final authorization that States mandate that person
handling hazardcus waste within their borders ocbtain EPA ID numbers. There is no

Comparable requirement for interim authorization but %o date all States have accept-
ed the use of EPA ID numbers. :
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Discussion:

EPA assigns an identification number to each generator and transporter of
hazardous waste and to owners and cperators of hazardous waste treathment, storage,
and disposal facilities who notify the Agency. Generators rust not offer their
hazardous waste for transportation; transporters must not transport hazardous
waste: and owners and cperators of hazardous waste maragement facilities must
not treat, store, or dlspcse of hazardous waste withcut first receiving an EPA
identification number.3/ EPA assigns a unique identification number to each
" 'single’ site where hazardous. waste. is qenerated, treated, stored, or disposed;
or, in the case of a transporter, to his principal place of business. The
identification number is used on all manifests, reports, and records that EPA
requires. The EPA identification number also serves as the "password” for
entering and retrieving data from EPA's Hazardous Waste Data Management AP
System (HWIMS). HWIMS is the agency's major source of information on hazardous
" waste handlers across the country and is a critical element in implementing
Subtitle C.of RCRA. - EPA is also in the process of tying together HWIMS with
other EPA data management systems using the EPA ID number as the cammon link.

The scheme EPA uses to assign identification numbers is btased on the DMata
Universal Numbering System (DUNS number) that Dun and Bradstreet Incorporated
" (D & B) has-developed. D & B has assigned approximately three million DUNS
- numbers -to all types of businesses across the mation. EPA also ass:.gned tem-
porary "T° numbers to persons who did not have an existing DUNS number. LY
All persons who have registered with EPA have been assigned an ID number that
is their DUNS number, a "T" number,; or for same Federal activities, their GSA
, Real Pmperty Number.

Seven geneml steps are involved in assigning—an EPA ID nunber. They are
(1) answer requests for blank forms (hazardous waste generators and transporters
must sutmit standard EPA form 8700-12, the EPA Notification Form; owners ard

- ~Operators of new: hazardous waste management. facilities must submit standard EPA

forms 3510-1 and 3510-3, the RCRA Part A Permit Application), (2) review the

" submitted: information for completeness and obtain any missing information, (3)

review the D & B micxrofiche list to determine if the site has an existing DUNS
number, (4) if the site is not listed on the 0&B micxrofiche, check other files
within the Region to determine if EPA has assigned an alternate DUNS number to

- "the site under another program which also can be used as the EPA ID number for
 the RCRA program, (S) if the site does not have a mumber under ancther program,
“assign one of the numbers from the Region'’s D & B user block, (6) enter’ informa-
tion about the activity into HWIMS, and (7) generats an achacwledqmant from
HWIMS and issue it to the requestor to inform him of his EPA ID number.

3/ See footnote 2.

4/ EPA is no lorger issuing "T" numbers as of August 1, 198l. Instead, EPA
purchased from D & B a block of unassigned DUNS numbers and will assign numbers
from this block to persons who do not already have a DUNS number. EPA has be-
qun converting existing "T™ numbers to DUNS numbers for facilities requiring
RCRA permits and for generators and t.zansporters with act:.vmt:.es regulated under

other EPA programs.
(2)



There has been confusion as to what responsibilities the States can assume
in assisting EPA to carry out these steps. In order to cbtain final authorization
a State must require new hazardous waste generators and transporters and cwners :
and operators of hazardous waste treatment, storage, and disposal facilities to
obtain EPA ID numbers before conducting hazardous waste activity (§§123.34 (a),
123.35 (a), and 123.37 (b)). Both the "RCRA State Interim Authcrization Guidance
Manual® (June 25, 1980) and the "Additional Guidance for Cooperative Arrangements
under Subtitle C of RCRA® (August 5, 1980) provide for States to assist EPA in
assigning identification numbers prior to final authorization .

"’Sl:ates with interim authorization and States under Cocperative Arrangements -

'amermmagedtoassistzphmstepsnmbe:larﬂZhstedabove. For now,

EPA will retain full repcns:.bxlity for steps 3 through 7.7 Several States .
have expressed an interest in assisting EPA in steps 3, 4, and 5, and further
have requested that EPA provide them wich blocks of unassigned ID numbers which
the State could. assign directly and eliminate delays in getting new numbers
one at a time from EPA., EPA prefers not to relinquish the responsibility for

"stepg 3, 4, ard 5. The Agency must maintain tight control over the assign-

mers of 2 .1 new numbers since the EPA identification number is the key means
of ider-.ifying the activity in the Agency's data management systems (EPA
will continue to enter into the Agency's AP data base the name, address and
type of activity for all sites that are assigned an EPA ID number). .

' Recognizing the need for rapid issuance of new identification numbers,
EPA has assigned. contractor (Camputer Sciences Corporation) perscnnel in each
Regicnal Office to-perform steps 3, 4, and 5. The plan is for the contractor to
camplete these steps within one day. Steps 6 and 7 involve interacting with
EPA's ADP system. Since there is presently no capability for States to enter

: mfm:nat.mn mto awms .00, State can perfom these steps.

‘ EPA is- aware t.hat seve.ral ‘States have systems for assigning State
identification numbers to hazardous waste (as defined by the State) handlers.

- Since the federal requlations :equu.we the use of EPA identification numbers,
' EPA strongly encourages’ States that issue their own identification numbers to

adopt the EPA numbering scleme, State use of the EPA sd'xene should benefit the

~ State programs ‘and-the: requlated: commnity by =

.i’elmm:atmg dupl:.at:.on of effor:t:
°e1mmtmg c::nfus:.cn Ezun the issuance of multiple numbers;

°p:uviding fcr zapld issuance of numbers directly from the Regional
- " Offices, axﬂ

E_W@ﬁo

Purthermore, States employing the EPA numbering schema will be bettar pre—
pared to use the proposed uniform national manifest form 3/ which will accommodate

only EPA issued identification nulbers

S/ EPA plans to publish the uniform national manifest form for public review and

. coment in October 1981.
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In cases where a State has adooted a definition of hazardous waste that is
broader than the Federal definition, it may not always be clear if the person
requesting an identification number in that State handles “Federally defined”
hazardous waste or hazardous waste covered under the broader cortion of the
State definition. These handlers may be issued an EPA identification number
since it is not critical that only "bona fide" handlers of Federally defined
. hazardous waste receive an EPA identificaion number.  However, it would

be heipful if States participating in Step 2, above, would point ocut these
cases so that we can make a note in our files that the act:.v:.tyhasbeen
issued an E:PA ID munber but may not be handling Eéde:.-ally defined hazardcous

waste.
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