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Wastes such as spent solvents, pesticide wastes and'discarded commercial
chemical products that are not uniquely associated with the exploration, -devel-
opment or production of crude oil, natural gas or geothermal energy, are not

elibible for exclusion under §261.4. Some judgment may be required to determine
those wastes that are "unique"” for application of this policy.
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DAT?E:

SOEJECTs  Subritle € Exclusion of Drilling fluids
anc Produced wWaters

FRCHM:  John H, Skinner
Cirector, Office of Solid waste

TO: Xenneth D, Peigner
Chief, wWaste %anagement Branch
F.P.Res = Region X

" Your interpretation of the .oil and gas waste exclusion in
40 CFR 261=4, as expressed in your February 14, 1983 memorandum
to me, is the correct interpretation of the scope of that exclu-—
sion., The Agency's policy on oil and qgas expleration, develcpment,
and production wastes, is the same as the policy stated in the
rreambles to the Movember 19, 1980 regulations (45 FR 7661°9) for
mining ané cement kiln dust wastes, Specifically, wastes such
as spent solvents, cesticide waates, and discarded commercial
chemical products, that ara not uniquely associated withr the
exploration, development, or production of crude oil or natural
;88 or geothermal ererqy, are not eligible for the eaxclusion, .
A3 you noted, a memarandum from EPA’'s Office of  Ceneral Coun
to Region VIT on September 2, 1¢81 confirmr that golicy.

Although some judgment is required to determine thome wastes
that are "unigue® and those that are not, the interrretation in
the last ravragraph of your »emorandum of February 14, 1982 is
consigtent with cur policy on this issue,



