


IN T RODUCTI ON

. Wedands arc Bemg lost atan: alafmmg rate. Taday
s less r_han half of ¢ our orxgmal wetfands remam Some of the
major causcs ‘of wétlands loss and dcgradaucn mclude '
.'-.'agrlcultural dramage, urban devclopmentq chemxcal copram1-
',"namoh and othc:r pollunon Once consndcmd wastelands &
' bcca‘use of thc;r umq.ue funcnons and ‘vahles S ‘- e
f . Wetlands in.the: Rocky Mountam chxon sind: Narth
- ern Gr&at 'Plams are as varled as' the' statcs wher.e thx:y are "
ey found- ._‘Wetlands 1n Colorado, :
Moniana, .Utah and Wyormng
vegetated Ponds m thc alpme
tundm, a.nd npana,n arcés e
along nvgrs al ‘&'s;ream In
North and Saurh Dakota, thcf
landscape is dottﬁd vmh SR
, : wetla.nds known as prame &
| : _ poaholes i Urban wetlanda,, ﬁmnd m‘-'.,"
both reg}ons, consist of cattaﬂ maxshcs npanan wetlandsm&

. < . s . N

-'.‘-some wct mcadows

WTARE WWS? |
Thc condmons that set wctlapc[s apm from othcr i

: ‘. watc:: for part of the growmg season, so:ls t.ha.t contéﬁn Ltde &
" of no oxygen, and areas that grow. hydroﬁhytes—pl'aats
adapted to thesc condmans Cattaﬂs .gmsscs, sedgts, fushes, >
5 .wdlows, ma.rsh mangolds and cottonwoods are cxainpics of s
rcsult from dlﬁ'erences in topography, soils, cllmate, vegcta— .

- non, water cflemxstry and ot.hcr facmrs

''''''''
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?3'5‘*‘ FUNCTIONS AND WILUES

Wetlands are dynamn: and sex:ve many purposes, sMe %3
g of wfuch are not: always obwous to Lhe casual obscrvcr For
mstance, wetlands help mamtaun and : improve water quahry
: They ﬁl.ter excess nutnents and chcmical contaminants. |
' .Wetlands can: also store water: dtmng ﬂoods Not only docs

: thls s,low the spced of ﬂoodWatcrs, but it reduces €rosion as

| weli Wedands are sources of ground '

; and surface water pmvzdmg

| 'for domesuc and agrlcul—
,'ture needs Many specms
“of w11dhfe depend an - ;
’Wetlands for thelr survnval. : Sk
vThese bmlogncally dxverse areas are also recogmzed for their -
: 5c1ent1fk: and: edUCatmnal opportunmes. They prowde opcn

' space for photography, nature wa]ks ﬁshmg and huntmg



CéttéﬁWopds,.wiIlpr lai.nd. shrubs
. are t'ypi'c'.axl'ri_pari'aj‘h'plan‘ts'fOLJ_ﬁd zﬂc_mg LA
et and streams .of the foothills,
intermountain basins and thc'vpl;ii'r-ls[ :
"Rlpanan areas are natural comdors uscd
by w1ldhfe for sheltei and food Wer-:
- lands assoaatcd with rxpanan corndors
help control ﬂoods and assist in kecplng-
streams and rivers clear by rcducmg

, sedlment loads
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"MONTANE WETLANDS

B Bea\"érvpon‘ds, Asr_n'all_g.lacial ponds,
~weét meadows ahd fens: (bngike’ areas)‘ caﬁ
, .-bc found in the mo‘uﬁtain valleys of ‘the :
' R0ck1cs Many mountain lakes-have .
f wetlands along their shotelmes. Streams in
_motintain valleys generally have NArrow
4 ﬂood plams, -and wetlands occur as thin

‘bands adjacent 1o thexr banks Thcsc

: montane wedands are critical for wn[dhfe
; and can provxde 1mp0rtant water supply,

: ,water' quahty and ﬂood control bcneﬁts




Glenn Chambess/Ducks

URBAN WETLANDS

Urban wetlands are rapidly disappearing from around. -
our growing cit’i'(_es and thns, In ‘ére:i.s surrounded by <~ >
development; rhese werlands provide avﬁéyeﬁ for a variety of =
wildlife. Ur_ban wcilhr}ds aré 'imp'orvtém.ih.‘rcc:l'u_é_iﬁg 'pbilufibrg '3
‘ Fro'mfn‘eﬁ‘rby lé;whs. s:tre_ets and péfkiﬁg ldfs,'_and"afé used by :
schools to teach epvironmental ‘educa'tiovn.v‘ These ~w§tlands

can also be ¢ritical i1 minimizing urban flood danyage.




PRAIRIE POTHOLES . j"“\
¥ When Ehc glacxers Ietrtatcd thOusands of years ago,
thcy left ppmons of North and South Dakota covered wnth
deprcssxons, crcatmg the pralne potholc reglon Although
‘they comprlsc‘. only about 10 pcrcem of the nation’s inland
Wf:tiands, thf:se sma.ll dcprzssxons, ponds and lakes prov:dc
‘habttat for ouer fmlfof the waterfowl in'Norch. Amcnca

l’rame Wedands range in size from less than one acre ta

hundreds of acrcs

"WETLANDS DON'T ALWAYS
 LOOKLIKE WETLANDS

The lmage of ducks swunmmg on-a pond

surrounded by catr.alls is easdy mxstakcn as areprcscmatlon '

"of all werlands Not so Some areas do not. look like

fwedands bccause thmr vcgetanon is 50. dnﬂfcrcnt For.

.example, wdd mses frequently grow in-wet s carly :

: ,m the summer Late m the séason, howevcr, these sites

of {helr hydrology
of warer cyclc, %
. .characternstlc sonls

“and yegctatgon. e
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S ACES Once a completcd

BECOME INVOLVED “%

: The Envrronments.l Protccnon Agency (EPA), m

R partnersh;p w1th oth::r govcrnmem agen{:,tcs, nonproﬁt

: ‘-orgamzatrons and locai cmzens, sharcs responslblhty for .

5 ,protccnng our wetiand resourccs EPA :ccogmzes t}lat; art . .

; chccch: werland protecuon progra.m :cquxrcs

.....

'.‘becomc mm}ved by
.learmng about EPA 5
2 Adopt-A Wetlands"
.'program whlch '

—

-encourages local
: groups to actas
02 guardlans oFLhESe e

4".valuabl¢ resourccs iy
You can also famlhanze
: yoursclf with the permlt

S * process establlshed under

2 ..'Sectmn 404 of the Clcan Watcr e ' )
. “e y’

S /:3’ ..

i apphcanon for dredgmg of - _ 5
B ﬁﬂmg is submltted to. thc: Army Corps of Engmeers oﬁice, :
: '_.a pubhc natice'is 1ssucd and a 30 to: 90 day. pubﬁc com- : ;
. mient. penod Fo]lows Let your voice be hcard You Should
'-'. -.alm ask your srate and local agencxes what they are domg :
o manage and protect wct[ands XA 7' _ :
- For agrlculmra] actlvmes rc]ated to wctlands contact'
% your loca,l Sonl Conservatlon Serwcr: omce tegardmg (he
| 1990 Farm BlLl S '
.2 .7 For more mformanon D, A :
7 caﬂ thc EPA chmn 8 toll E P w
_ " free’ number 1- 800 759 4372 Or call EPA s Wetlands :
-‘-Hotlme in Washmgton D C:at 5 800—832 7828 :
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