


ith this first issue of EPA Journal, your Public Affairs
Office launches a new venture designed to help:

Keep employees better informed about EPA’s many diverse
programs.

Stimulate at headquarters as well as in regional offices,
laboratories and various other installations scattered around the
Nation a greater sense of esprit de corps in belonging to the EPA
family.

Foster pride and enthusiasm for our role in the enormously
difficult, complex and vital task of protecting the environment.

Support, whenever and however we can, the mission of de-
fending public health and nature.

In the little more than four years since EPA burst upon the
National scene, the agency has undergone major changes in
leadership and organization.

The Normandy Building at 1626 K St., N.W., where EPA
headquarters was formerly located, has been demolished and
replaced with a brand new building.

The disappearance without a trace of the old headquarters
where EPA spent the early days of its often stormy and exciting
career is a symbol of the dramatic and swift changes which have
swept over the agency like ocean waves.

These changes were often caused by external storms, such as
the energy crisis, but they have made it difficult to develop a
sense of tradition and loyalty within the agency.
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While the numerous reorganizations were upsetting to many
of us, they were usually necessary if the agency was to respond
to the fresh challenges rising to confront it. The Challenge of
1975 is the major theme of this edition of the magazine.

EPA Journal will be an internal magazine for all agency
employees and will not be available for sale to the public. The
magazine intends to operate on the premise that its readers—be
they clerks, bookkeepers, secretaries or program directors—
recognize their stake in the protection of our only livable planet.
The journal will replace the publication, Inside EPA.

The magazine will be an issue-oriented, generalist publica-
tion and we expect it to change and evoive in time even as the
agency it serves. EPA Journal will not be a repository for bowl-
ing scores, social news or arcane technical or academic articles.

In addition to providing information about the agency’s di-
verse activities, EPA Journal also plans to supply some human
interest stories, a helping of nostalgia, a dash of inspiration, a
sprinkling of stardust and even, perhaps inadvertently, an occa-
sional pinch of humour.

We want to make the journal readable and interesting, and a
good magazine, like a symphony orchestra, needs more than
just violins, trumpets and drums. The sound of the harp or the
piccolo will occasionally be heard.

While EPA Journal has no illusions of great importance, we
do want to make some small contribution. We will inevitably
err from time to time, but be patient with us. We hope to prove
useful.
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uring the past year, the New

York Times published a pithy
quotation from the president of a suc-
cessful seed company: ‘‘My customers
aren’t interested in my grass seed,’” he
said. “‘They’'re interested in their
lawns.™

The words are worth reprinting to
remind environmentalists and en-
vironmental bureaucrats alike to keep
their eyes on the ball. The American
public in 1975 will be less interested
in problems, regulations, and grants to
sewage treatment plants than in dem-
onstrable progress toward a clean, safe
environment that it can use and enjoy.
This, after all, was the prize they
sought by demanding legislation and
Federal appropriations.

There has been demonstrable prog-
ress in cleaning the environment.
Striped bass fishing is gaining on the
Hudson River as a result of New York
State’s aggressive water pollution con-
trol program. Smoke and other visible
pollutants are gone from the air in
many New Jersey communities,

By Donald R. Bliss
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Director, Public Affairs, EPA Region Il

thanks to the State’s strong and effec-
tive air pollution control program.
And San Juan’s Condado Lagoon is
clean again for local people and
tourists because of decisive action by
the Commonwealth government.

Environmental Protection Agency
funds and staff assistance helped
achieve such visible milestones of en-
vironmental progress. But they are
only a beginning, and much more re-
mains to be done.

By the end of 1975, most of the
major polluters of the Nation’s air and
water will have begun work on
specific projects to better control their
emissions and discharges. There is in-
creasing evidence that many owners of
such facilities now accept pollution
control as a responsibility rather than a
burden.

There are few signs that the Gov-
ernment has adequately prepared the
general public for the individual life-
style changes that will be required to
carry the Nation toward clean water,
and, especially, clean air.

Public agencies at all levels in Re-
gion II need to conduct aggressive
programs to emphasize the public and
personal benefits of adopting and im-
plementing a new environmental
ethic.

Knowledgeable citizens must insure
that competent agencies have the tools
and the leadership needed to shape the
kinds of communities that the public
intends to leave for future generations.

Visible public benefits must quickly
follow individual efforts and sacrifices
to restore and protect the environment.
Region II Administrator Gerald M.
Hansler has focused on such benefits
in EPA programs affecting the life-
styles of individual citizens. Two
examples:

o New Jersey's inspection and
maintenance program to ensure that
automobiles meet manufacturers’
tune-up (and emissions) specifica-
tions. This EPA-assisted program al-
ready has produced clean-air benefits
and gasoline savings in excess of its
cost to motorists, state officials report.









These reports of news developments in
the environmental field are supplied by
EPA’s Regional Public Affairs offices.
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BOSTON

transportation

Region I will hold public hearings
Feb.19,20,and 21at New England Life
Hall in Boston on the transportation
control plan for metropolitan Boston. The
hearings will focus on the data used to
develop the hydrocarbon and carbon
monoxide reductions necessary to meet
national air quality standards. The First
Circuit Court of Appeals handed down
a decision Sept. 27, ordering EPA to
hold a public hearing for informal rule-
making within 90 days. On Nov. 12,
EPA requested the Justice Department
to petition for a 60-day extension for
holding the hearing to allow the Agency
time to gather additional technical daa.

 NEW YORK

harbor

A five-year Fordham University
study on improving water quality in
New York harbor and adjacent coastal
areas will be funded by EPA’s Pacific
Northwest Environmental Research

- Laboratory in Corvallis, Ore. The

$600,000 study, will determine the best
practicable methods of waste water
treatment for municipal sewage treat-
ment plants. Attempts also will be made
to discover techniques to remove plant
nutrients from sewage. An explosive
growth of algae in New York harbor
could turn it into a gigantic ‘‘pea
soup,”’ causing obnoxious odors and
harm to marine organisms.

pesticide

An 1i-month, $126,000 contract
went to Cornell University’s Coopera-
tive Extension Service in Ithaca, N.Y.,



to develop materials to train pesticide
applicators for State certification.
Under the Federal Insecticide, Fun-
gicide and Rodenticide Act, applicators
must be certified before using pesticides
classified for ‘‘restricted use.’’ State-
run certification programs approved by
the EPA must be in effect by Oct. 21,
1976. Such programs are intended to
ensure that applicators are competent to
handle restricted-use pesticides, with-
out endangering themselves, the public,
or the environment. EPA recently is-
sued final standards for pesticide
applicator certification. Approximately
60,000 commercial applicators and
more than two million farmers may
wish to use restricted pesticides and will
have to be certified.

rail service

New Yorkers can look forward to im-
proved rail efficiency and better
service. New Yorkers voted an over-
whelming ‘yes’ on a proposition to
issue $250 million in bonds as part of an
$811 million State and Federal program
to increase rail service and safety. Eric
B ~Outwater, EPA Deputy Regional
Administrator, earlier emphasized the
need for this kind of increased support
for railroads as a means of achieving
clean air. Qutwater said that using rail-
roads for commuting to work would de-
crease the need for commuters to rely
on cars, thus helping reduce harmful
auto emissions.

(

PHILADEL PHIA

conference

The annual Pennsylvania Environ-
mental Conference will be held in Camp
Hill, Pa., Feb. 19-20. This is a
statewide conference of environmental
groups, business groups, and Federal,
State and local Governmental officials,
sponsored by the Pennsylvania En-
vironmental Council, Inc. Daniel] J.
Snyder, 111, Regional Administrator,
will address the group, along with other
representatives from Region III. Both
regional and EPA headquarters’ per-
sonnel are scheduled to participate in
the two-day workshops. The theme this
year is energy, the economy and the en-
vironment.

et

ATLANTA

escambia bay

There are signs that Pensacola’s Es-
cambia Bay, once derogatorily de-
scribed as the South’s answer to Lake
Erie, is on the mend. At least there have
been no mere than minor fish kills there
in two years—and none big enough to
report in the news media during the past
year. In bygone years, the Bay, rimmed
by chemical plants, frequently was fea-
tured in news photographs across the
Nation when kills would occur and mil-
lions of menhaden and some game fish
would be stretched out for acres. Photo-
graphs of the dead fish resembled snow
scenes. But tough crackdowns by the
State and EPA and its predecessor
agencies apparently have brought re-
sults. A small surveillance team
stationed there two years ago by Re-
gional Administrator Jack Ravan soon
will issue a detailed report on the bay.
Meanwhile, industries and
municipalities on the Bay have moved
to clean up their waste.

meetings

In Kentucky, the Jefferson County
Air Pollution Control District (Louis-
ville) is holding a public hearing on a
proposed indirect source regulation
in mid-February. Also scheduled
in Louisville is the fifth
Annual Environmental Engineering
Science Conference, March 3-4. Con-
tact: Ms. Patricia Bell, Assistant Direc-
tor of Professional Development, Speed
Scientific School, University of Louis-
ville. Operator training workshops,
under the aegis of the Mississippi Air
and Water Pollution Control, will be
held in Mississippi in early 1975. Ses-
sions include: A three-day workshop in
New Albany, Feb. 18-20; another
three-day course in Natchez, March
18-20; and a one-day session in Bel-
zoni, Feb. 11. And the title of the an-
nual meeting of the Georgia Conser-
vancy, Jan. 31-Feb. 2, at Callaway
Gardens, reveals the concerns of con-
servation groups. The statewide organi-
zation is meeting under this banner:
“‘Facing the ‘E’s—Ecology, Energy,
Economics, Education, Environment,

(R}

outhouse

City officials of Helen, a mountain
town in North Georgia, celebrated the
beginning of construction of their new
$500,000 wastewater treatment plant
with a fire. They dismantied.the only
remaining outhouse in the area—a
two-holer—and burned it.

\
CHICAGO

great lakes

The Great Lakes Water Quality
Board of the International Joint Com-
mission will hold a meeting March 5-6
in Toronto, to discuss the status of the
Great Lakes clean-up and problem
areas. Francis T. Mayo, Administrator
of Region V, is Chairman of the U.S.
section of the Board.

/

DALLAS

water

A nationwide study to determine the
concentration and potential effects of
certain organic chemicals in drinking
water has been launched by EPA. The
study was announced after EPA re-
leased in New Orleans on Nov. 8 a
study of that city's drinking water
which showed the presence of minute
quantities of 66 organic chemicals,
some of which may be hazardous to
human health. Arthur Busch, Region VI
Regional Administrator, and Dr. Gor-
don Robeck, Director, EPA Water Sup-
ply Research Laboratory, Cincinnati,
conducted a press conference in New
Orleans on the day the study was re-
leased to answer questions from the
news media. New Orleans officials
have asked Busch about procedures
necessary to receive EPA funding to
conduct further in-depth research on the
New Orleans drinking water supply
problem.
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KANSAS CITY

landmark case

With the recent conviction of Inde-
pendent Stave Company of Lebanon,
Missouri, on Federal criminal charges
of violating the Clean Air Act, EPA
scored a landmark case, the first in the
Nation, according to Jerome H. Svore,
Region VII Administrator. The firm,
which manufactures charcoaled whis-
key barrels, was convicted of failure to
comply with an EPA administrative
order issued over a year ago and now
faces possible fines of $3.9 million.
According to Svore, the company failed
1o comply with EPA efforts to get them
on a compliance schedule which would
have set dates for certain aspects of
their operation to meet requirements of
the Clean Air Act. *‘This is the first
criminal conviction against a stationary
source,”” Svore said, ‘‘and | think itisa
good indication of the teeth we are put-
ling into our environmental laws
through vigorous enforcement.’” The
fine was to be set following a pre-
sentence investigation ordered by U.S.
District Court Judge William R. Collin-
son, who presided at the trial.

air scrubber

The Kansas City Star, one of the
Midwest’s most influential newspapers,
carried an article on Nov. 12 with the
headline “*Success at Power Plant With
Air Scrubber System.’” The article
quoted officials of the Kansas City
Power & Light Co. as stating that the
flue gas desulfurization system at its La
Cygne station is working well. ‘‘La
Cygne is the first large generating sta-
tion in the world to have a workable
mechanism for getting sulfur dioxide
out of its emission,’’ the article states.
**Visitors from Germany and the Soviet
Union, as well as from all over the
United States, have journeyed to La
Cygne to marvel at the plant’s stack gas
‘scrubber’ system.”’
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DENVER

water permits

As early as February 1975, the
Wyoming Department of Environmen-
tal Quality could take over a program
regulating pollutant discharges into
Wyoming waterways (currently ad-
ministered by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency in Denver).

EPA Regional Administrator John
Green said Gov. Stanley Hathaway had
requested state assumption of the Na-
tional Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES).

One other state in Region 8, Monta-
na, already has assumed responsibility
for this program.

SAN FRANCISCO

oil pollution

San Francisco will host the 1975
Conference on Prevention and Control
of Oil Pollution March 25-27, at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel. EPA is a co-
sponsor of the conference together with
the U.S. Coast Guard and the American
Petroleum Institute.

Previous conferences have been held
in Washington, D.C. About a thousand
delegates attended the most recent
meeting in March, 1973.

The 1975 conference will stress the
development of new techniques for use
in inland and coastal oil spill control
operations.

SEATTLE

lead in kellog

The United States Environmental
Protection Agency recently awarded
$130,000 to the Idaho State Department
of Health and Welfare to assist in the
evaluation of lead levels alleged to be a
serious health hazard to children living
in the Kellog, Idaho, area. According to
Clifford V. Smith, Administrator of
Region 10, these funds will produce a
coordinated study, since the State and
EPA are involved in different aspects of
the situation.

““EPA is monitoring fugitive dust
emissions in the air,”” Smith said,
“*while the State of Idaho is sampling
water, soil and vegetation throughout
the area.”” It is believed that the data ob-
tained from these studies will facilitate
a comprehensive appraisal of the Kellog
problem.

The Environmental Protection
Agency has been involved since abnor-
mally high lead blood levels were de-
tected by the Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare in children living
near Kellog. Early in October of last
year, Regional Administrator Smith
pledged full support of state and indus-
try efforts to determine the source and
extent of the extensive lead and to as-
sure a prompt and effective resolution
of the health hazard.


































