













































































Veterans
Aid the
Environment

A variety of imaginative
programs involving jobs
in neighborhood recycling.
conservation, beautification,
and other activities for youth
and veterans have been launch-
ed by the National Black Veter-
ans Organization in the
Washington, D.C., area.

Asaresult of the organization’s
efforts, young people have re-
ceived training that will help
them secure full-time employ-
ment in community information
and education, conservation,
gardening, and social services.

This veterans organization
is a nationwide non-profit, tax-
exempt organization dedicated
to serving the interests of
veterans and their families, to
improving the quality of life for
alt of America’s veterans, and to
promoting a community interest
in conservation.

The conservation programs
are designed to demonstrate
the most effective methods and
techniques to conserve energy
while providing veterans with
career employment in the fields
such as recycling and
beautification.

The organization is using a
grant from the Office of Minority
Business Enterprise to make a
major investment in local re-
cycling efforts.

The veterans’ group plans to
build a processing factory
within the District where
workers will crush, store, and
transport recyclables to mar-
kets. The City of Alexandria
has been operating a similar
facility for three years. It is
fed by several dropoff centers
located at shopping malls. In
the District, NBVO provides
labor and trucks to go one step
further and make collection
stops at private homes, apart-
ment buildings, office buildings,
and commercial establishments
to pick up accumulated glass,
aluminum, ferrous metal, and
paper.
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Through neighborhood pian-
ning councils, advisory neigh-
borhood commissions, and an
array of civic associations and
neighborhood organizations,
NBVO hopes to establish a city-
wide recycling system. One
successful community recycling
program, and the first link in the
planned chain, is the Dupont
Circle Neighborhood Ecology
Corporation. This organization
collects newsprint and alumi-
num, which are sold to a local
celivtose insulation manufac-
turer, a paper broker, and com-
mercial corporations.

The Dupont Circle group
started as a community
service corporation in January
1977 and is operated by a board
of 15 local residents. It borrowed
trucks temporarily from the
D.C. Department of Environ-
mental Services. An unemployed
resident was hired as coordin-
ator. During the summer, with
youth workers provided by the
Neighborhood Planning Council,
the coordinator handled the
pickups from area homes and
apartment buildings. In
September, five workers as-
signed to the veterans organiza-
tion volunteered to work with
the Dupont Circle Corporation,
thereby gaining on-the-job
training and expanding the pick-
up services.

The youth groups involved
in these projects share the pro-
fits from the sale of recyclable
goods.

An agreement has been
reached with the Dupont Circle
group whereby NBVO crews
and trucks will handle col-
lections, while the Dupont Circle
Corporation will focus on com-
munity organization, public
information, and education.
This neighborhood group will
integrate into the system apart-
ment house workers and sever-
al independent paper recyclers
who already operate in the area,
and plans are being made for
the system to expand into re-
cycling glass, metals, and office
paper.

The relationship between the
veterans group and the neigh-
borhood organization is a model
for future neighborhood recycl-
ing enterprises. Dupont Circle,
Foggy Bottom, Georgetown,
and the downtown area west

of the White House will be
served by the Dupont Circle
Corporation. Another company
will be formed to serve Adams-
Morgan, Mount Pleasant,
Shaw-Cardozo, and the down-
town area east of the White
House. Capitol Hill and Walter
Reed will serve as focal points
of other companies.

The entire city could be served
by a network of these neighbor-
hood-based programs. Once
they are operating, these enter-
prises will employ local residents
and youth who are in need of
financial assistance, while
making a major contribution
to a sound local economy.

Waste utilization and decen-
tralized production are among
the focal points of the Institute
of Local Self-Reliance’s research
and implementation projects
to demonstrate that urban
neighborhoods can produce
considerable amounts of energy.
food, goods, and services that
residents require.

NBVO has already begun
programs in several commun-
ities, which will educate
youth in gardening. One of its
members, Walter Pierce, has
organized a group of young
people in the Adams-Morgan
area whose activities not only
involve recycling projects but
gardening as well. Pierce runs
his program from an old church.
which is now used as a recrea-
tional facility. The gardening
site is a park donated by the
government. The program con-
sists of slides, lectures, and on-
the-job training. Pierce receives
technical assistance from Neil
Seldman, recycling specialist,
Institute for Local Self-Reliance.
The total number of youth par-
ticipants in this program has
reached approximately 480
and is still growing.

Pierce’s group. the Ontario
Lakers, with assistance from
the Institute for Local Self
Reliance, is trying to establish
an education/demonstration
program. The program will be
located at Community Park
West, in the heart of the Adams-
Morgan and Mount Pleasant -
neighborhoods in Washington,
D.C. This area has a combined
population of 40,000 people
comprised of blacks, whites, and
Spanish-speaking residents of
mixed social origin and income
levels.

ln recent years, low income
residents have been forced out
of the neighborhood due to real
estate inflation. Community
Park West has been threatened
with housing development, but
at community insistence, the
Mayor and City Council have
approved the purchase of the
land for a community recreation
area. The park is the only avail-
able green recreation area in the
community. Since 1964 the
community has used the park
as a balt field, playground, and
for fairs and dances.

The Lakers beganin 1964
as a youth program and has
since developed an inter-city
ghetto Invitational Basketball
Tournament hosting inner-city
teams from DC and other cities.
It has an annual budget of
$25,000. The Lakers also oper-
ate an 8,000 square foot teen
center three blocks from the
Community Park West which
serves several hundred youths.
In the past, the Lakers have con-
ducted a series of newspaper
drives as a fund raising program.
They now operate a home/
apartment house pick-up service
for recyclables in conjunction
with NBVO's recycling pro-
grams. Each year the Lakers
maintain neighborhood triangles
as part of their community
beautification program.

The Institute for Local Self-
Reliance was started in 1974
and has provided technical
assistance to groups in the
Adams-Morgan and Mount
Pleasant neighborhoods, as
as well as other D.C. com-
munities. Institute engineers and
housing consultants have pro-
vided technical consulting to the
Kenesaw Tenants Cooperative
in their efforts to purchase and
rehabilitate their building and
convert to tenant ownership.
The Institufe staff conducts
solar workshops under the spon-
sorship of the Neighborhood
Housing Service in Anacostia,
and Neighborhood Planning
Councils 8 and 13.

NBVO is committed to energy
conservation and has mounted
a large campaign against waste.
Its Executive Director, Richard
Hamilton, has stated that the
organization has joined govern-
ment, industry, and commu-
nities in efforts to achieve con-
servation. [}
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| t's a Saturday afternoon

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

A group of high school kids

are gathered around what looks
like a hot rod right off the set of
“Happy Days.”

A slick dude, the owner of the
hot rod, says, “Yeah, | slaved
over a hot grill all summer to
earn the bread to buy this baby.”
He spit-polishes the hood as
he continues: “It's got a four-
barrel carburetor, four on the
floor, and it doesn’t have any of
that poliution control junk, so
it runs like a top.”

“Why don't you put that baby
on this testing equipment and
let's see just how good she’s
runping,” says a student at West
Milwaukee High School. “Our
$1 test will tell you how much
gas you're wasting and how
badly your car is poliuting the
air.

"Why not? This car can pass
any test,” the owner says
smugly. The testing probe is
placed in the tail-pipe and the
needles that indicate the amount
of hydrocarbons and carbon
monoxide go wild. The car
flunks, and all of a sudden the
owner isn’t so smug.

His peers don't think it's too
cool to drive a car that pollutes
the air. Why? They have recently
learned all about the connec-
tion between air pollution and
automobiles in a special unit
of their science class at West
Milwaukee High School. The
owner saw stars when he found
out how much gas he was
wasting. He had flipped a lot
of burgers for nothing. This
whole scenario in real life started
in the summer of 1977. Terry

Jane Kenneally is a public in-

formation specialist in Region
5's Office of Public Awareness.
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Lehman of the Wisconsin Lung
Association, a former teacher,
met with some EPA Region &
staff to present an educational
package on auto testing. The
Lung Association had realized
that cigarettes aren’t the only
threat to a person’s lungs and
that they really ought to get
working on the other major
probiém area—air poliution.
The package that Lehman pre-
sented began with educating
high school students about the
correlation between auto-
mobiles and air poliution. The
students would then run a day
of auto testing at a shopping
center in the vicinity of their
school, charging $1 for each
test. The test fee would be
kept by the school, which could
use it to purchase some science
or environmental equipment.

The difference in Lehman's
program from all the other
attempts at volunteer auto
testing was the built-in follow up
to the test. All cars going
through the student-run test
lane were given a coupon for
a discount on the needed re-
pairs at a local gas station if they
did not pass the test. By working
with gas stations in the area,
the students could check on
which car owners had the
repairs done and urge the ones
that didn't to get the work done
while the coupon was still in
effect.

The program was partially
funded as a pilot project in one
high school. There were ques-
tions that needed to be an-
swered before any sizable
amount of money would be
spent for another volunteer auto
testing program in Region 5.

In the past much effort had been
expended to encourage the
public to voluntarily get their
cars checked. In the fall of 1976,
Region 5's Office of Public
Awareness worked with race

car driver Bobby Unser, two-
time winner of the Indy 500,
to promote auto testing at
shopping centers in six cities in
the Midwest. The public turned
out to meet Unser and get a
free auto test. The Unser tour
was a success in gaining media
attention for the problem. But
it lacked any follow up tactic

to get the failing cars tuned up.

Region 5 next attempted to
get service stations to offer free
tests and special prices on tune
ups. The local air poliution con-
trol agencies in Dayton and
Toledo, Ohio, worked very hard
to secure cooperation from the
service stations but found they
did not want to tie up shop
time giving free tests. The follow
up component was the hardest
to incorporate into any volun-
teer auto testing program.
Since Lehman's program con-
tained this important com-
ponent, he was given the go-
ahead.

The sophomore biclogy stu-
dents at West Milwaukee High
School were taught air quality
conservation for seven 50-
minute periods that heavily
emphasized the correlation
between the auto and air pollu-
tion. Mount Mary College in
Milwaukee gave the students
a high-volume particulate air
sampler that was operated on
the roof of the high schoo!
during the course of study so
that students could get some
experience in air quality testing.

Rudy Cook, head of the
science department at the West
Milwaukee High School, com-
ments, “Although the students
had a lot working against them
for the testing day, with terrible

weather and not much lead time,
no one complained. They ran
around handing out flyers about
the test, selling advance tickets
for it, and were serious and in-
formative about the test for the
people bringing their cars
through the test lane.”

The cooperation received by
the Lung Association and West
Milwaukee High School was
surprising. Terry Lehman ex-
plains, “Sun Electric Corpora-
tion in Waukesha supplied two
exhaust analysers free and
provided a special training
session at its office for the
students who would be using
the machines. Five service
stations signed contracts agree-
ing to honor coupons fora 10
percent discount on a tune up.”

The testing day was unfortu-
nately scheduled opposite a few
other important events in Mil-
waukee such as the opening of
deer season, which is quite an
event there, and the Christmas
Parade.

Fifty-five cars were tested,
which is about average for a
one-day shot. Thirty-three
percent of the autos going
through the test lane passed.
The cars with the best passing
rate were 1975 and 1976
models. The largest problem
with failures was due to high
carbon monoxide content in
the exhaust when the car was
at idle.

The pilot program has shown
that the education tie-in with
auto testing can work. The high
school willingly accepted the
program; the students were
very interested {they com-
plained about going back to
“that old biology junk” when it
was over); the business com-
munity cooperated, and the
students proved they were
capable of operating a success-
ful auto testing program.(J
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Many Ways to See a Tree
Continued from page 3

cant lot or river bank. Many have been for recycling of
paper and glass waste. Still others have been for quite
advanced and sophisticated work on solar cookers, wind-
mill experimentation, and car pooling with the help of a
computer.

EPA also has a summer intern program at Washington
headquarters for employing high school and college stu-
dents. These interns do useful work for the Agency, and
while contributing they get a better understanding of the
relations between government and citizens, policy and
action. We are investigating the possibility of starting
such intern programs at Regional Offices as well as at
headquarters.

The EPA’s Visitor's Center in Washington is fre-
quented by students and young people and offers them
a point of access to the Agency. Groups of students by

News Briefs

the busload visit the Center to see environmental exhibits,
hear talks by EPA people, and see films and slide shows.

Most of our student visitors are from the Washington
metropolitan area, and they include elementary school
classes. But each year, particularly during Easter and
spring vacations and just before the summer holidays
start—we play host to tour busloads of high school stu-
dents from distant places.

We in EPA are convinced of the importance of educa-
tion in the environmental protection effort. We regard
young men and women, and boys and girls, as a distinct
group that is vital to the achievement of this Agency’s
goal, as expressed in the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969: “to encourage productive and enjoyable
harmony between man and his environment.”

We will try to expand our outreach to young people
and continue to welcome their observations, criticisms,
and requests for information so that they can be effec-
tive advocates in their communities for environmental
betterment. O

Weed-killing
Pesticide
Reviewed by
EPA

been produced since

kill weeds and brush in forests, rangeland, and
highway and electric line rights-of-way is now
being reviewed by EPA to determine whether these
uses should be continued.

This herbicide has

1948. However, EPA has

received many complaints from environmentalists
charging that the product may cause cancer or

birth defects.

On the other hand, many

agricultural officials contend that the herbicide

is extremely effective and is not a hazard.
cause of special concern is
herbicide of dioxin,
Producers
reduced the level of dioxin

chemicals known.

million.
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A
the presence in this
the most toxic

of the herbicide have
to below .1 parts per

one of
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impiementing stepped-up moni-
toring and enforcement proce-
dures and working for increased
emphasis on spill prevention by
industry.

As part of its “get tough”
pollution policy, EPA fined U.S.
Steel (Gary works) $4.2 miilion
for pollution violations of the
Federal air and water poliution
laws. This is the largest such
penalty in the history of the
Agency. Crackdowns on per-
sistent municipal poliuters got
started also with a major en-
forcement action against the
city of Detroit resulting in a
consent decree involving both
the city and its suburban
customers.

Section 208 of the water law
calls for regional water quality
management plans—regional
programs for dealing with
common water quality problems.
Such plans address the preser-
vation of clean water as well as
the restoration of poliuted
waters and advocate public par-
ticipation throughout the
planning process.

In Region 5, 37 regional
planning agencies are working
closely with cities and towns to
identify problems and develop
methods of reducing and elimi-
nating pollutants. Planning solu-
tions include combinations of
building wastewater treatment
facilities, enacting regulations,
monitoring streams, and limiting
sources of poliution. Although in
some States the planning effort
has slowed to a snail’'s pace as
a result of political red-tape, the
public’s interest in 208 is in-
creasing. Increased emphasis is
needed in toxic substance and
non-point source control.

Of the initial $18 billion
authorized by the Clean Water
Act for sewage treatment con-
struction grants, $4.5 billion has
been awarded to some 2,000
Region % municipalities. Over
700 grants totaling $4 billion
involve actual ongoing con-
struction of sewage treatment
plants, intercepting sewers, and
other waste treatment facilities.
Their completion will signifi-
cantly affect the quality of water
in the Region.

During the 1977 fiscal year,
Region 5 set a national record
by obligating almost $1.5 billion
for construction of sewage
treatment facilities. This is more
than any Region has ever obli-

a0

gated in any 12-month period
since the program started. The
$1.4  billion obligated was
divided among our six States

as follows: tilinois - $331 million;
Indiana - $237 million; Michigan
- $276 million; Minnesota - $79
million; Ohio - $442 million; and
Wisconsin - $107 million. The
Region’s projected use of $5.48
billion {over 22%) of the $24.5
billion authorized by the Clean
Water Act Amendments of
1977 will provide the long-
range stability necessary to con-
tinue the municipal water pollu-
tion cleanup in Region 5.

Region 5 is using the authority
delegated to it by the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to see that action
is taken to maintain the integrity
of the estimated 95,000 public
water systems in the region.
Five out of six States in the
Region—0Ohio, lllinois, Michigan,
Wisconsin, and Minnesota—
have signified their intent to
seek primary enforcement re-
sponsibility for public water
system supervision. Minnesota,
Michigan, and Wisconsin now
have primacy. Since Indiana has
officially stated that it will not
immediately pursue primacy,
Region 5 is operating the pri-
macy program there. Region
5 uses the Model States Infor-
mation System to gather re-
quired information on drinking
water supplies.

In response to a drinking
water crisis caused by the dis-
posal of taconite wastes in Lake
Superior, the city of Duluth,
Minnesota received a Federal
grant for the construction of a
treatment plant. Now operat-
ing. the new facility is capable
of removing potentially haz-
ardous asbestiform fibers from
the water.

In other parts of the Nation,
EPA scientists have launched
studies on the possibility of car-
cinogens in drinking water
supplies. in Region 5, such a
study is currently being con-
ducted on the Fox River near
Aurora, lllinois,

The Great Lakes Surveillance
Branch completed a two-year
study of Lake Michigan. Early
indications showed that waters
in the inshore area are getting

cleaner, but the open waters of

the lake are now intermediate in
nutrient supply. Final results will
be availabie this spring at about
the same time that Region 5
launches its new research vessel,
the Crockett. to begin looking at
Lake Erie.

Over the last few years most
of the activity in air pollution
control in Region 5 has centered
on two major areas. The first of
these was the development of
a control strategy and regula-
tions for sulfur dioxide in Ohio,
since that State was unable to
provide an approvable plan. The
regulations were promulgated in
August, 19786 and are now
being enforced to bring violators
into compliance. The other
major activity has been to en-
force the requirements of the
State implementation plans
adopted in 1972. These stand-
ards were to have been achieved
in mid-1975, and in fact, 92

- percent of the 4,500 major

sources of air poliutants in the
Region are now in final com-
pliance or following cleanup
programs.

A joint State-Federal enforce-
ment effort is under way 1o place
the remaining violators in
the Region on schedules. The
key elements of this program
include the early filing of court
actions to prevent prolonged
negotiations during which pollu-
tion continues unabated, and
the assessment of civil monetary
penalties based upon the
economic savings enjoyed by
the poliuter because of his fail-
ure to invest in poliution con-
trols. The use of civil penalties in
this way is important to protect
the competitive position of the
vast majority of industry that
has moved to clean up.

Other major goals of the re-
gional air enforcement program
are to maintain the current high
levels of compliance {virtually
100 percent) with EPA hazard-
ous pollutants standards and to
ensure that industrial emission
growth does not threaten delay
in achieving health standards or
adversely affect clean air areas.

In order to reduce automobile-
related pollution, enforcement
efforts have focused on ensur-
ing compliance with EPA’s un-
leaded gasoline and tampering
regulations to ensure the pro-
tection of auto emission control

devices. Major actions in this
area have been taken against
fleet owners such as the City
of Chicago and the Yellow Cab
Company in Cleveland, Chio.

A large number of the urban
areas in Region 5 have failed to
meet health standards for par-
ticulates (dust) and sulfur diox-
ide. in addition, the problem of
photochemical oxidants {(ozone)
continues to grow. Virtually
every monitor in the Region re-
cords violations during the
summer months. Hydrocarbon
emissions from autos and indus-
trial sources are the primary
cause of this problem. The mon-
itors near urban areas are re-
cording hundreds of violations
at levels as high as three times
the health standard. Even very
rural sites are recording viola-
tions as polluted air travels from
the congested urban areas out
to what would otherwise be
pristine areas.

The Clean Air Act Amend-
ments of 1977 have greatly
reinforced the EPA’s and the
States’ ability to address this
problem. Every State in Region
5 is required to submit a plan
by January 1, 1979, to control
the hydrocarbon emissions with-
in its boundary. To attain the
standards this program will need
to address both industrial
sources and vehicle emissions.

In the area of pesticides
regulation, Region 5 is working
with the States in the develop-
ment of applicator training and
certification programs. Plans
have been submitted by all the
Region 5 States, three States
have full approval, and two have
received contingent approval;
lllinois is seeking full approval
of its State plan.

So far almost 200,000 Re-
gion 5 citizens have received
training and are eligible or cert-
ified to use restricted pesticides.
Pesticide Branch staff are cur-
rently developing cooperative
enforcement agreements with
State regulatory officials. It is
anticipated that six agreements
will be completed by the end of
FY 79.

Recently, the solid waste
staff's major effort has been in
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