
























































misfueling. If you've abused your car in
one or more of these ways, don't go to
your dealer expecting Performance
Warranty coverage.

Even if you don't qualify for the
Emissions Performance Warranty, you
may qualify for a second type known as
the “Design and Defect Warranty.” The
Design and Defect Warranty, unlike the
Performance Warranly, is not tied to
failing an /M test or residing in an I/'M
inspection area.

The Design and Defect Warranty is
available to owners of properly
maintained cars and trucks, regardless
of where the owner lived. It covers the
repair of emission control-related parts
that are found to be defective during the
first five years or first 50,000 miles of
vehicle use, whichever comes first.
Federal law requires auto manufacturers
to provide at least this much “Design
and Defect Warranty™ coverage for
emission conltrol-related parts.

Although regular maintenance may be
performed at any repair facility, or by
the vehicle owner, warranty repair
should be performed at a
warranty-authorized shop.

For both maintenance and repair
work, whoever does the work should
consult the owner's manual and use
only acceplable parts and procedures.
You should keep receipts {or parts
purchased and work performed, as part
of a maintenance log you may need to
verify your car’s condition.

EPA has two free booklels to help you
if you run into problems: What You
Should Know About Your Auto
Emissions Warranty and If Your Car
Just Failed an Emission Test . . . You
May Be Entitled To Free Repairs. You
can obtain a copy of either by writing to
the Office of Mobile Sources, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency,
Washington, D.C. 20460.

You will probably also want another
valuable EPA publication: The Gas
Mileage Guide. You can get a copy from
any of your local car dealers. The
Guide, produced in conjunction with
the Department of Energy, comes out
once a year. It lists miles-per-gallon
information on all new cars and light
trucks that are on sale in the United
States.

You will find the same kind of
information on fuel economy labels.
These appear on all the cars in your
dealer’s showroom. A quick glance at
the label will give you the
specific miles-per-gallon figure for each
individual type of car. With this data at
your {ingertips, you can do intelligent
comparison shopping.

EPA hopes your choice will be a
fuel-efficient car, but whatever car you
choose, it is imperative that you drive,
fuel, and maintain it properly.
Otherwise, ils emission control
equipment can be incapacitated, and
you can wind up polluting the air you
breathe for reasons that are both
unnecessary and illegal. 0

Primary Emission
Control Parts

truck whose main purpose is to
control emissions.

® Oxygen sensor

o Catalytic converter

o Thermal reactor

® Dual-walled exhaust pipe
Exhaust Gas Recirculation (EGR)
Systems:

EGR valve

EGR solenoid

EGR backpressure transducer

Thermal vacuum switch

EGR spacer plate

Sensors and switches used to
control EGR flow

Evaporative Emission Control
System:

® Purge valve

® Purge solenoid

o Fuel filler cap

Positive Crankcase Ventilation
(PCV) System:

® PCV valve
® PCV solenoid

Air Injection System:

e Diverler, bypass, or gulp valve
® Reed valve

® Air pump

® Anti-backfire or deceleration
valve

This list will help you identify all
the parts of your car, van, or light

Exhaust Gas Conversion Systems:

® Vapor storage canister and filter

Early Fuel Evaporative (EFE)
System

® EFE valve

e Thermal vacuum switch

Fuel Metering System:

e Electronic control module or
computer command module

® Deceleration controls

e Fuel injectors, fuel injection
units, and fuel injection bars
developed for feedback electronic
fuel injection (EFI) and throttle
body injection (TBI) systems

e EF] air flow meter, module, or
mixture control unit

¢ Mixture settings on sealed
carburetors

® Mixture control solenoid,
diaphragm or other fuel metering
components that achieve
closedloop operation

o Electronic choke
e Altitude compensator sensor

¢ Other feedback control sensors,
switches, and valves

® Thermostatic air cleaner

Ignition Systems:
® Electronic spark advance
® High-energy electronic ignition

¢ Timing advance/retard systems

Miscellaneous Parts:

® Hoses, gaskets, clamps, and
other accessories used in the above
systems
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implementation schedule including a
user-fee system for hazardous materials
transporters, notification of shippers,
assisting generators to comply with
hazardous waste rules, and conducting
surface-water and ground-water
sampling.

The issue of tribal versus state control
over navigable waters and lakes within
the reservation—but bordered by
non-tribal lands—remains to be resolved
but is not believed to be a serious
impediment.

Last December, Region 5 and the

National Congress of American Indians
co-sponsored a two-day meeting at
which top Indian, state, and federal
officials reviewed every aspect of Indian
environmental policy. In January,
Region 5 and the Great Lakes Indian Fish
and Wildlife Commission conducted a
day-long “orientation to Indian country™
to acquaint EPA staff with the history,
culture, and capability of area tribes for
natural resource management in the
upper Midwest. In Region 5, “circuit
riders” visit all the reservations at least
annually to provide technical assistance,

mainly with drinking water. As a result
of such efforts, reservations in the
region have achieved 90 percent
compliance with EPA safe drinking
water standards.

Region 5’s enthusiastic Indian
programs coordinator, Kestutis XK.
{Casey) Ambutis, says many people
didn't believe the tribal governments
had the capacity for environmental
self-regulation. “Those people forget
there was a time when state and local
governments had little, if any,
capability,” he recalls. “Now, more and

From the Heart...

On May 29, 1985, Lawrence Wetsit,
director of the Assiniboine-Sioux
Tribes’ Fort Peck Indian
Reservation Minerals Office,
testified at an EPA underground
injection permit hearing in Poplar,
Montana.

“I am very concerned with the
protection of cur environment.
What I have been taught in my 32
years is that the most important
thing for the Indian people is their
land....We were pushed further
and further west until we finally
ended up here on the Fort Peck
Reservation. We have nowhere else
to go. If we find it unlivable here,
then we are finished.

“This is where my grandparents
and great grandparents are buried,
and where I will be buried. If my
generation does not do what has to
be done to protect what we have
left, then there will be nothing for
my children....Because of this
feeling our tribal council decided
that they needed to establish some
system where we could protect our
environment and save our land.

“The Fort Peck Tribes
established a minerals resource
office to monitor oil and gas
activities...At one point we had
coal speculators coming in and
asking for leases here on the
reservation. At that time the tribes
had no technical office to advise
them....We held those people off
until we could get an office
established that could allow these
coal and oil companies to come in
and develop...on terms the Fort
Peck Tribes can live with. We
must remember, if we make a bad
decision today, our children will
have to live with it over the next
30 or 40 years.

“Under the mineral resource
office, our role is to protect the
land surface and all of the trust
land here on the Fort Peck
Reservation. We also oversee...all
oil and gas leases....Even though
we do like the benefits of
development, we also have to look
at the other side of the coin....The
Fort Peck Tribes decided that the
future of Indian people is more
important than money.

“We have had our own gas and

oil development here since
1951....With each new well there is
more water to be disposed of... We
can go anywhere and look at the
agricultural land where there are
oil wells and there is nothing
growing....

“Along with protection of our
lands, the Fort Peck Tribes have
entered into a water compact with
the State of Montana. We let the
state know of our concern with the
ground water here. Without water,
the land has no value....lIf we inject
this salt water improperly, we will
destroy these fresh aquifers.

“It is my responsibility as the
director of the tribal mineral
resource program....to ensure that
industry and other federal agencies
are aware of the concerns of the
Fort Peck Tribes. We want to leave
something that our children can
live with and be proud of. We
hope our technical staff can
show—with scientific data—that
underground injection is causing
us problems, and that we need to
keep a good watch on it to protect
our future.”
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more tribes are employing sanitarians,
attorneys, biologists, accountants,
resource managers, and hydrologists.
The infrastructure is being developed at
a pretty rapid rate.”

At EPA headquarters, too, the pace of
Indian program activities is accelerating.
Agency experts are preparing
implementation strategies that will
include what Administrator Lee Thomas
calls “short- and long-term actions to
ensure that the environmental statutes
are actually implemented on Indian
reservation lands.” That means more
grant funds, in-house personnel,
technical assistance, training, and
set-aside moneys. At the same time,
program offices have been reviewing
and funding requests for assistance.

The Indians’ own priorities were
reflected in a “Survey of American
Indian Environmental Protection Needs
on Reservation Lands: 1986,” conducted
by Americans for Indian Opportunity.
The survey analyzed reservations
ranging from 33 acres with a population
of 10 to the Navajo Nation of 149,000
living on 16 million acres, and
embracing 58 percent of the current
nationwide reservation population. Said
the survey, “...92 percent of reservations
reporting were participating in at least
one environmental activity..Most tribal
governments have recognized the need
to address one or more areas of
importance on their reservations and
have done so...but many environmental
problems still need to be addressed.”
Certainly there is a manifest new
commitment and momentum; Native
Americans can expect a better
environment in the years ahead, an
outcome that will be shaped largely by
their own hands. O

APRIL 1987

The EPA-Indian Partnership

Expansion of EPA’s partnership
with Indian tribal governments can
be traced to two Indian Policy
statements, the first issued by
President Ronald Reagan in
January 1983, the second by
then-EPA Administrator William
Ruckelshaus in November 1984.
The President’s policy extended
earlier actions—the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934 and an
initiative by President Richard
Nixon in 1970—by explicitly
re-emphasizing the juridical
sovereignty of tribal governments.
The new federal approach called
for strengthening tribal
governments and helping them
achieve economic growth, social
stability, and managerial expertise.
EPA was the first federal agency
to follow up. La Donna Harris, in
her introduction to the “Survey of
American Indian Environmental
Protection Needs on Reservation
Lands: 1986,” undertaken by
Americans for Indian Opportunity
(AIQ), said that EPA’s Indian
policy statement of 1984
“represents a most positive
step...toward more cooperative,
productive relationships between
federal and tribal
governments...recognizing that the
partnership must steadily move
toward greater parity.” The
response from tribal leaders was
overwhelmingly favorable.

EPA policy says the Agency
will:

® Work directly with tribes on a
government-to-government basis,
not as tributaries of other
governments.

® Recognize tribal authority to set
standards, make decisions, and
manage reservation programs,
consistent with EPA standards and
regulations.

® Assist tribes in assuming
regulatory and program
responsibilities.

e Remove legal and procedural
impediments to working directly
with the tribes.

o Consider tribal interests fully in
decisions impacting reservations.

® Encourage cooperation between
tribal and state governments.

e Enlist the support of other
federal agencies on Indian lands.

EPA and the tribes recognize
that what the AlO has termed the
“limited and sporadic”
relationship of the past will not
improve spontaneously.
Implementation will take careful,
conscientious work by EPA, the
tribes, and many other
parties—public and private—in
coming months and years.
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