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I. Introduction

The Environmental Protection Agency has begun a national effort to identify priority
wetlands and waterbodies across the country. EPA will use its regulatory author-
ities to protect these areas more vigorously and consistently. This list, campiled
by Region I ot EPA, identifies wetlands and other aquatic resources that we consider
to be high quality or which are vulnerable to environmental deyradation.

New Englard's wetlands are an irreplacable natural resource. Camprising but a
small portion ot the total land area they are essential to the survival of our fish
and wildlife populations, and are increasingly being recognized as important in
maintaining water quality through the uptake or control of sediments, nutrients and
pollutants., Wetlands often act as natural flood storage areas and, along the coast,
provide a buffer against storm damage and ercsion. Biologically, wetlands are among
the most productive and diverse ecosystems on earth. Two-thirds of the cammercial
fish species harvested on the Atlantic coast depend on coastal estuaries and wetlands
for food and spawning grounds; many freshwater fish depend on inland lakes ard
wetlands. Wetlands also provide habitat and food for furbearers such as muskrat,
otter, mink, racoon and beaver.

Despite their value and relative scarcity, our wetlands continue to be destroyed

at an alarming rate and wetland protection continues to be controversial. The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service estimates that we lose over 300,000 acres of wetlands per
year throughout the nation. While New England's wetlands continue to shrink, they
are not disappearing as. rapidly as those in other regions for several reasons: our
states have strong laws protecting wetlands, New England has fewer wetlands left to
sacrifice, and our population often is more envirommentally aware than elsewhere.
Nevertheless, each year proposals surface to fill wetlands for highways, shopping
malls amd agriculture. Historical losses occurred mainly in coastal wetlands but
now much nore development pressure is felt in freshwater areas. While considerable
attention through the years has been focused on chemical water pollution and water
quality standards, this is only one aspect of the more general problem of wetlands
protection. Undoubtedly, the most critical problem associated with wetlands deteri
oration is loss of habitat. Direct habitat loss usually results fram dredging and
tilliny operations. Indirect loss may occur tram changes in the wetland hydrology
or isolation ot an area trom the tull ecosystem.

Perhaps the very nature of wetlands engenders much of the controversy about their
protection. Transitional between water and land, they exhibit both "wet" and "dry"
characteristics., Scientists note their connection to the regional surface and
groundwater systems and their importance to fish and wildlife; both the benefits of
wetlands and the impacts associated with their destruction extend beyond their bor-
ders. Developers, however, point to the "dry" characteristics of wetlands when
attempting to "improve" their land amd exercise their property rights. This inherent
clash between resource conservation and development pressures has produced a colorful
legislative and judicial history and an intensity of feeling unusual even among envi-

ronmental programs.

The 404 permit pragram, enacted as part of the 1972 Federal Water Pollution ‘Control
Act and amended during reauthorization of the Clean Water Act of 1977, regulates
the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States. Perhaps
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originally conceived as a subset of the larger 402 NPDES permit program, 404 evolved
trom an emphasis on water quality issues into the primary federal program protecting
wetlands. The increasiny role of 4U4 in wetlands protection in the late 1970's and
early 1Y80's was mandated by several important court decisions and by our rapidly
expanding knowledge about wetland values and losses. Most types of development or
construction in the nation's waters involve some discharye of material and thus
require a 404 permit. Marinas, highways, residential and industrial development
dams, bulkheads, and stream relocation typically fall under the purview of the
program. "Waters of the United States" reaches to the extent permissible under the
Camerce Clause of the U.S. Constitution and includes rivers, lakes, streams, pords
and wetlands (swamps, marshes, sloughs, bogs, fens, etc.). Section 404 is not a
canprehensive wetlands protection law, however, as excavation and drainage--major
causes of wetland logss--are not regulated under the program; §404, like the rest of
the Clean Water Act, is concerned only with the discharge of pollutants, specifically
dredged or fill material.

EPA and the Corps share program responsibilities under Section 404. The Corps
administers the program on a day-to-~day basis and retains final authority to issue,
deny or modify permits. EPA writes and interprets the 404(b)(1l) Guidelines, the
regulations which the Corps must apply in their evaluation of permit applications
EPA and the Corps have parallel authority to enforce against unauthorized discharges
and violations of permit conditions.

EPA has several other authorities with which to provide additional protection to
priority resources identified in this document. Under §404(c) ot the Clean Water
Act, EPA may prchibit or restrict dredge or fill discharges into waters of the
United States, including wetlands, Although cammonly thought of as our "veto"
authority over Corps permits, 404(c) can be used to designate areas in advance of

any discharge. kPA can also initiate a planning process called "Advanced Identifi-
cation ot Sites" (AIS), described in Section 230.80 of the EPA 404(b)(1l) Guidelines.,
AlS allows EPA and the Corps, in cooperation with state and local authorities, to
identify sites as being unsuitable (or suitable) for the discharge of dredged or
till material. Again, this mechanism can be used prior to the receipt of permit
applications by the Corps of Engineers. Unlike 404(c), an AIS designation does not
prohibit or restrict work in a given area, but provides an advance indication of
whether a permit application is likely to be approved or denied. Hence, AIS does not
involve any formal regulatory action; its chief value is for internal program manage-
ment and public education. Both authorities can protect valuable resources while
reducing the controversy that now often surrounds major 404 permit applications,
since developers should be aware of these designations before cammitting resources
to a project. We normally expect to select potential AIS and 404(c) sites from our
priority list although a site need not appear here in order to receive protection
under 404(c) or AIS.

The New England List

This list was first developed in 1985 and updated in 1986, At both times Region I,
EPA sent letters to federal, state, and local agencies as well as private groups
known to be known to be imvolved with wetland protection in New England. Appendices
I and II contain respectively a copy of the regional form letter and copies of the
responses received., Not surprisingly, the level of detail ard the organization of
the replies varied among the respondents. This reflected the different perceptions
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people have about what constitute a "priority" wetland and the many ways in which a
priority list could be organized. Some respondents felt that our 1985 list was
either too broad, including areas that were not both valuable and vulnerable or too
narrow, amitting some important sites.

The ervirommental value and degree of vulnerability of the wetland resources were
the criteria used to develop the list. Any area which we know to be both important
enviromentally ard threatened in some way were automatically included on the list.
However, such cases are relatively rare. More frequently, we know of areas that bear
watching because thcy are envirommentally important or areas which are potentially
threatened but not necessarily of high value. For instance, we have listed Hartford
County in Connecticut based on our experience that a number of erwirommentally dam—
aging projects have been (or will be) proposed there. Of course, not all wetlands
in the County are of high value or threatened, but to discriminate further is too
time-consuming at this point.

This list, then, is not a priority ranking of sites distilled fram a camprehensive
inventory of all of New England's wetlands., To construct such a catalogue would
indeed be an enormous, perhaps impossible, task requiring expertise and manpower
far beyond the level of Region I EPA. Rather, this list identifies known or sus-
pected "troublespots" in New England. No doubt there are areas not appearing on
the list which ought to; we simply cannot know everything happening in the region
at any one time, much less accurately predict future trends., In general, value is
easier to establish than vulnerability. Clearly, these areas that are both valuable
and vulnerable deserve immediate attention. Wwe believe it is prudent in some cases
to include areas based on their known environmental values since threats may manifest
themselves in the tuture. We have not, however, included areas which we already
know are attorded adeyuate protection such as wildlife refuges or state parks, even
though they often contain wetlands of exceptional value.

We found it difficult to develop a rigid format which could both adequately present
our own conceptions of what constituted priority areas ard yet remain manageable.

To balance the campeting needs for flexibility and an ordered approach, we adopted

a two-tiered approach for the list: a general category for generic items of concern
and broadly defined geographical regions; and a specific category for entire or partial
river or lake systems, or particular wetlands of concern. For instance, we listed
wetlands which overlie EPA designated sole~source aquifers in the general category.
Listing by a county or town basis is another example of a general item. Areas
appearing under the specific wetland category should be self explanatory. Maps of
the listed areas are provided where appropriate. Items are presented, in alpha-
betical order by category, on a state-by-state basis., Note that while this document
has for the sake of convenience been called a "wetland" priority list, it may include
any aquatic areas of concern (e.g., mudflats, lakes, streams, etc.) and is not
restricted to vegetated wetlands., For ease of locating any particular item, an
index is provided in Section III.

That an area does not appear on the list in no way implies that it should receive
less than full protection under the Section 404 regulatory program.- Similarly,
listed areas are not guaranteed to receive turther EPA attention. However, con-
sideriny that special protection beyond existing regulatory programs cannot be
given to all wetlands. it is logical to identity candidate areas on which we can
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focus our efforts. A listing of such areas may help to prevent the unfortunate
situation where a developer camnits resources to a project unaware that the area

in question may be considered valuable by EPA. Our goal is to protect valuable
resources while reducing the controversy that often surrounds major 404 permit
decisions. 1In aidition, we will attempt to utilize our 404 authorities in a manner
which accomplishes several environmental goals at once. We believe there is con-
siderable potential, for instance, to use the AIS ard 404(c) authorities to preserve
wetlands that naturally protect drinking water supplies and provide waterfowl habi-
tat at the same time. In addition to using the list for predesignation work, it
would be logical to focus our enforcement efforts on these areas of high concern.

The list itself will be subject to modification through time. Areas will be added
as appropriate and same of the broader listings may be refined or narrowed to more
specitic areas of concern. Other areas may be dropped entirely if they are afforded
sutficient protection under EPA's authority or by same other mechanism. We antic-
ipate next updating the list in 1988.
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Name:

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Conments:

Priority Waterboly/Metlamd Listing

Coastal Marshes identified be WS in the Concept Plan for Preservalion of Rlack Muck

Quinnipiac Meadows (800 acres)
Norwalk Islands (300 acres)
Lordship Area (220 acres)

Quinnipiac Meadows- wintering black ducks
Norwalk Islamnis- wintering black ducks, diving ducks, wading binl nesting on uplars
Iordship Area- least tern nesting, wintering black ducks

Quinnipiac Meadows— possibly threatencd
Norwalk Islands- possibly threatencd
Iordship Area- possibly threatened

FWS (realty) uses three categories of threat: highly threatened
possibly threatened
mostly protected

These areas are by no means a FWS priority list of wetlands for New Fngland, bhut rather coastal
wetlands important to wintering black ducks, a FWS National Species of Special Fmphasis.






Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comnents:

Priority Waterboly/Metland Listing

Inland waterbodies and wetlands

Hart ford County; Northern Middlesex County

Warmmwater fisheries; waterfowl flyway; water quality maintenance; acsthetics; flood storage.

Many proposed highway construction amd stream channelization projects; serious cumulative
impacts.

This area is a likely canlidate for AIS or 404(c) designation.



//;, ,lu Sy ! .}::;‘.((,_.-‘:.‘.;':A; " »
S\ e i ,

'\

- PLASCON AN i
Gl N
. X .‘.‘.‘-" e o
. \ e g AU, ¢
Pe g

[Q (lm"‘\"

RYYIC L
e
[
LR

e i
‘ PR " [
e

[ | ;

Pia

-
ZR T
.
»

. P‘s e
- as, -
N ” FPtCN N v
AN LTI 3
u’},b’ \ .

ral\a



Prior.'ity Waterbady/Metland Listing

Name: Speciai AuAatic Sites in Coastal Middlesex County
Geographic Limits: Towns or Branford, Guilfornd, Clinton, ani Westhrook
Resource Values: These towns are situated in meandering river systems with adjacent watlands. The estuarine

habitats are healthy and the existing water quality is good. Important for fish and wildlife
concerns, storm protection, and recreation.

Known/Potential Most of the available shoreline without tidal wetlands has been utilized. Therefore, further
Threats to Resource: development pressure may affect wetland areas.

Comments:



Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name : Special Aquatic Sites within the Immediate Watersheds of Surface Drinking Water Impoundments

Geographic Limits: Variahle. Approximately 880 such impoundments (539 cammunity supplies; 341 non-community
supplies) exist in New England. ‘

Resource Values: Wetlamis in thes: areas will often be important in maintenance of water quality. Likewise,
work in these wetlands has the potential to seriously impact water supplies.

Known/Potential Di fficult t» predict. Threats to these2 wetlands are uncammon, but are potentially serious.
Threats to Resource: Highway projects, as well as industrial and commercial development seem to he most cammon.

Comments: « Wwork in these areas should automatically trigger careful EPA review and full coordination with
the Water Supply Branch. Special Conditions will likely apply to any permitted:projects.



Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Wztlands identified as important on state breeding and bird censuses

Variable.

These wetlamis have been identified as important for breeding bimis,

Variable and site-specific; Any 404 regulated work in these areas would require close scrutiny.

Thesc censuses are in various stages of publication. Further information about particular
species is available from the Fish and Wildlife Service.



Priority Waterbady/Wetland Listing

Name vietlands Overlying Arcas with Groundwater Classification GAA (Potable Groundwater Supplies)
Geographic Limits: Shown on Conncticut's Water Quality Classification Mapping

Resource Values: Maintenance of water quality in grounxilwater recharge or discharge.

Known/Potential Lamd uses have potenLial to affect the potable water quality.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: Water Onality Classification Maps are available to the public on a county basis at 1:50,000
scale fraom the Connccticut Department of Environmental Protection's Publication Sales.



SPECIFIC LISTING
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name : Ash Creck
Geographic Limits: Town of Fairfield
Resource Values: Small, hut nevertheless significant, island of unditched high marsh located at the

mouth of Ash Creek esturary.

Known/Potential Unknown.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: Identified hy the Connecticut Department of Envirommental Protection as a high quality
tidal wetland.
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Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Name : Bauer Pond and vicinity
Geographic Limits: Town of Salisbury

Resource Values: Diverse calcareous wetland.
Known /Potential Water quality deterioration.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: This area is partially owned by The Nature Conservancy.



Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Benton Hill Fen

Town of Sharon

Diverse calcareous wetland and fen.

Potential for water quality deterioration.

This area is partially owned by The Nature Conscrvancy.
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Namoe : Bradford Mountain Swonp
Geographic Limits: Litchfield County, east of Bradford Mountain
Resource Values: High altitude swamp dominated by small hardwoods and shrubs with heavy sphagnum ground cover;

breeding record for Great Blue Heron.

Known/Potential Various development: proposals have surfaced over the years.
Threats to Resource:

Comments Nort:hern portion of the swamp is owned hy the staté of Connecticut.
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Priority Waterboly/Wetland Listing

Name : Bride Brook Estuary

Geographic Limits: Town of East Lyme

Resource Values: Extensive and unusual tidal wetlaml ecosystem; rare birds.
Known/Potential Unknown.

Threats to Resource:

Comrents: Identified by the Connecticut Nepartment of Envirommental Protection as a high quality
tidal wetland.
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listim

Name: : Coginchaug River

Geographic Limits: Towns of Middlefield anl Middletown

Resource Values: High value wetlands for wildlife,

Known/Potential Susceptible to residential and industrial development; illegal discharges of waste material.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Name :

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbody/Wetlaml Listing

Connecticut River

The river proper and special aquatic sites within the floodplain

New England's largest river; warm and cold water fisheries; flood storage; anadromous fish;
shellfish in the lower reaches; recreation. Major role in FWS Atlantic Salmon restoration
plan. largest population of shad in the northeast. Habitat for several species of federally
proposed threatened invertebrates and one enbenic vetch. Also numerous plants, animals, and
natural communities of state and regional significance; tidal wetlands- an assemblage of poly-
haline, mesohaline, oligohaline and fresh tidal wetlands.

Highly variable, ranging from agriculture activity to road and bridge projects to cammercial
develcpments. Water-dependent activities such as marinas and hydrcpower also genecrate
envirommental concerns. Proposed diversion of water from the river for use in the Boston

area.
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Priority Waterhaly/Wetland Listing

Name : ' East River

Geographic Limits: Town of Madison

Resource Values: Extensive, mostly polyhaline tidal wetlands daminated by high marsh vegetation.
Known/Potential Unknown.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: ' Identified by the Connecticut Department of Fnvirommental Protection as a high quality
tidal wetland.
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name : Famill River
Geographic Limits: Town of Stratford
Resource Values: Oligohaline tidal wetland; this is the only such example on the Housatonic River:

rare plants.

Known/Potential Unknown.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: Identified by the Connecticut Department of Envirommental Protection as a high guality
tidal wetland.
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Name:

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbady/Wetland Listing

Farmington River

Town of Windsor

Goad quality, diverse floadplain forest and alluvial marsh.

Agricultural expansion; roads; landfills.
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

| Known/Potential

Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbody/Metland Listing

Great Mcadows

Town of Stratford

Iargest expanse of coastal wetlanis in Connecticut; habitat for shorebirds and other wildlife;
habitat for several Connecticut Species of Special Concern.

Pncroachment from piecemeal dsvelopment for industrial use; major historical loss and
cumulative impact.

One ma jor wetland fill (Stratford Land and Improvement Company) has already been ‘permitted;
another (Francis D'addario) pending.
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Priority Waterbady/Wetland Listing

Name ¢ Hanmonassett Marshes

Geographic Limits: Towns of Clinton and Madison

Resource Values: Extensive polyhaline marsh daminated by high marsh vegetation; rare birds; area designated
as a state natural area.

Known/Potential Unknown.
Threats to Resource:

Camments: Identified by the Comnecticut Pepartment of Environmental Protection as a high quality
tidal wetland.

-18-~
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbody/Metland Listing

Housatonic River

Iower Housatonic River in Stratford, including adjacent wetlands

Anadromous fish; shellfish; mamalian wildlife.

Ongoing in-river sanml anmd gravel mining operations.

These mining cperations not only change the substrate but may alter the hydrology of the
overall system with adverse impacts on the biota.

-19-
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Priority Waterboly/MWetland Listing

Name : Little Narcagansett Ray
Geographic Limits: Town of Stonington
Resource Values: Extremely productive bay for shellfish and finfish; extensive eclgrass beds; high

water quality.

Known/Potential Unknown.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: Identified by the Connecticut Department of Fnvirommental Protection as a high quality
tidal wetland.
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Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Name : Mattabesset River

Geographic Limits: Towns of Middletown and Cramwell

Resource Values: High value wetlands for wildlife.
Known/Potential Susceptible to industrial development; lamifill.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name ¢ Mcnunketosuck River

Geographic Limits: Towns of Westbrook and Clinton

Resource Values: Oligo~ to polyhaline tidal wetlands; rare plants.
Known/Potential Unknown.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: Identified by the Connecticut Nepartment of Fnvirommental Protection as a high quality
tidal wetland.
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Name:

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments ¢

Priority Waterbaly/Metlamd Listing

Mianus River

Tidal marshes, intertidal flats and shallows on the west side of the river, south of 1-95
and the east side north of I-95,

Feeding and rursery habitat for shorebirds; anadramous fish passage for sca-run brown trout and
smelt; potential for local water quality renovation: open space and aesthetic values.

Past development has resulted in major cumulative impacts, but small pockets of healthy marsh
remain. There will likely be pressure to €ill what little remains.
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_Name :

Geog_ia_phic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbady/Metland Listing

Moore Brook and vicinity

Town of Salisbury

Diverse calcareous wetland.

Potential for water quality deterioration.

This area is partially owned by The Nature Conservancy.

24~
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Priority Waterbady/Wetlani Listing

Name:: Mystic River
Geographic Limits: Towns of Groton and Stonington
Resource Values: Anadromous fish; waterfowl habitat; shellfish; winter flound>r; recreational use;

water quality.

Known/Potential Industrial amd commercial development; high demani for residential development.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: This area is zoned for low density residential but there is potential for high density housing
due to a nearby naval base.

—-25-
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name : New Haven Hacbor
Geographic Limits: Tidal mud flats in New Haven and West Haven
Resource Values: Resting area for shorebirds and waterfowl; wintering black duck and scaup; fisheries:

maintenance of water quality; shellfish industry; recreation; aesthetics.

'M/Potentiq_l_ Unknown, however, any activities that might affoct water quality or sedimontation could
Threats to Resource:  impact the invertebrate life forms of the mud [lats.

Comments:

-26~
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name: Oyster/Mck Rivers

Geographic Limits: Town of Old Saybrook

Resource Values: Extensive polyhaline tidal wetland doninated by high marsh vegetation.
Known/Potential Unknown.

‘Threats to Resource:

Comments: Identified by the Connccticut Mepartment of Environmental Protection as a high quality
tidal wetland.

-27-
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Mriority Waterbaly/MWetland Listing

Name : Pataquansett River Estuary
Geographic Limits: Town of East Lyme
Resource Values: Very high quality tidal wetlanmd system with limited disturbance; rescarch; rare plants

and animals.

Known/Potential Unknown.
Threats to Resource:

Identifial by the Connocticut Nepartment of Fnvirommental Protection as a high quality

Comments:
tidal wetland.
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Name :

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/Matland Listing

Pine Creck

Iower Pine Creck in Town of Fairfield

Important estuarine and saltmarsh habitat for fish, shellfish and birds; storm flood
protection.

Possible develogpment of a marina and golf course hy the Town of Fairfield.

-290-
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetlamd Listing

Name : Robbins Swanp
Geographic Limits: Litchfield County, about 2 miles south of Canaan
Resource Values: The most extensive northern white cedar swamp in the state; many Connecticut Species of

Special Concern, as well as one species on the federal endangered and threatened plant list.

Known/Potential This arca has already been cut over and may suffer from further disturbance.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priori ty Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name: : Saugatuck Riwver

Geographic Limits: Lower Saugutuck River in Town of Westport

Resource Values: Diverser healthy estuarine habitat; fish and wildlife value; shellfish; acsthetics: storm/flood
protection.

Known/Potential Existing anml proposed comrercial and residential development.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:

~32-
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Name :

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Rocky Hill/Glastonbury/Wethersfield Meadows

Glastonbury

Diverse floodplain forest and alluvial marsh.

Agricultural expansion.

This area was recamenied by the Connecticut Department of Fnvirommental Protection as a
priority area.
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name : | Squabhle Rrook and vicinity

Geographic Limits: Town of North Canaan

Resource Values: Diverse calcareous seepaye Swamp.
| Known/Potential Agricultural expansion; draining.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: This lani is partially ownad by The Nature Conservancy.

-33-
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Name:

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/MWetland Listing

Still River

Towns of Danbury, New Milfori and Brookfield

High value wetland for wildlife and waterfowl.

Residential aml industrial development.
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Priority Waterboly/Wetland Listim

Sucker Brook aml related watlands

‘

Geographic Limits: Town of Salisbury

Resource Values: Diverse calcareous wetlanl and fen; one of the hest sites in the state.

Known/Potential Unknown.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

~35-
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Thames River

The Thames, Shetucket, anmd Quinebaug Rivers and their tributaries

Warm and cold water fisheries- encompasses the major domestic trout fishery in Eastern
Connect icut; anadromous fisheries; marine fisheries within the estuary; high potential for
American shad and Atlantic salmon restoration.

Comrercial, industrial, and residential development; hydrcopower, especially "small hydro":
cogeneration.

"A Preliminary Plan for the Restoration of Anadrawous Fisheries in the Thames River Basin"
has been produced by the Connecticut Department of Envirommental Protection, Bureau of
Fisheries.

-36-
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Priority Waterboly/Metland Tisting

Nome 2 Coastal Marshes identified by WS in the Conceopt Plan for Presorvation of Rlack Puck Winterinyg
_l_ic_',ihitat_ ) v T
Geographic Limits: Lower Wells Marsh (400 acres) mosefare Brook Marsh (195 acres)
Upper Wells Marsh (180 acres) - Spmrwink Marsh (200 acres)

Mousam River Marsh (103 acres)
Goose Rocks Marsh (315 acroes)
Little River Marsh (172 acres)

Resource Values: Iower Walls Marsh- Wintering black duck, least tern nesting (adjaceont upland)
Upper Wells Marsh- Wintering black duck

Mousam River Marsh— Wintering black duck

Goose Rncks Marsh— Winterimg black duck, least temm nesting (adjacent upland)
Little River Marsh~ Wintering black duck

Gooscfare Brook Marsh— Wintering hlack duck

Spurwink Marsh- Wintering black duck

Known/Potential Lower Wells Marsh- possibly threatencd- second home development
Threats to Resource: Upper Wells Marsh— possibly threatened- sccond home development
- Mousam River Marsh- possibly threatencd~ second home development:
Goose Rocks Marsh— possibly threatened- second hame developmont
Little River Marsh— possibly threatencd- second home develogpment:
Goosefare Brook Marsh- highly threatened- contaminants

Spurwink Marsh- possibly threatenad- second home development

Comments: FWS (realty) uses three categories of threat: highly threatened
possibly threatenad

mostly protected

These areas are by no means a FWS prinrity list of wetlands for New England, hut rather coastal
wetlands important to wintering black ducks, a FW6 National Species of Spezcial Rmphasis.
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Priority Waterbody/Metland Listim

Name: Coasltal Raised Ywatlamis

Geographic Limits: Maine Coastal 7one

Resource Values: Uncawon peatland type worldwide with unique and rare flora and fauna,
| Known/Potential Peat development- mining for fuel and agriculture.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: Examples: Jonesport North Unit (Jonesport.)
- Kelly Point Peatlands (Jonesport)

Carrying Place Cove (lLubec)
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Priority Waterbaly/Metlani Lisking

Name: Belgrass (Zostera marina) bods

State(s): Maine

Geographic Limits: Coastal zone; Mcan Tow Water to 18 foot contour

Resource Values: Primary productivity, natural cover and sediment stahilization

Known/Potential Dredging/filling resulting in remyval or hurial of plants or causing chamges in current flow

Threats to Resource:  and/or increased turbidity.

Comments:
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterboly/Metland Listim

Estuaries Identified as Impnrtant to the Preservation and Enhancewent of Anadcomous Fish
Resources

Watersheds of the rivers/estuaries

Nursery areas for anadromus fish including: rainbow smelt, alewife, blurback herring, striped
bass, Amrican shad, river herring, shortnose sturgeon (endangernd), Atlantic salmon, Atlanic
sturgeon, brook traut, bluefish, juwenile srca herring, graundfish

Hydropower development; water quality degradation

Rivers include: York River estuary, Piscataqua River, Dunstan/Scarborough River complex, Saco
River, Presumpscot Riwer, Royal River estuary, Kennebec/Androscoggin estuary, Sheepscot River
estuary, Damariscotta River, St. Geomje River estuary, Nenobscot River estuary, nion River
estuary, Narragaugus and Pleasant River estuaries, Machias and Fast Machias River estuaries,

Denny's River estuary, Arocstook River, amd St. Croix River estuary

These rivers were idontified by Maine Pepartment. of FEnvironmental Protection and/or 1).S. Fish
amd Wildlife Service.
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Priority WaterbalyMettand Listing

Name : Special Aquatic Sites within the Tmpediate Watarsheds of Surface Deoinking Water Tmpoundments

Geographic Limits: Variable. Approximately 880 such impoundiments (539 camwunity supplies; 341 non-commnity
supplies) exist in New England.

Resource Values: Wetlamds in these areas will often be important in maintenance of water qualjty. Likewise,
work in these wetlands has the potential to seriously impact water supplies.

Known/Potential Difficult to predict. Threats tn these wetlanis are uncammon, hut are potentially serious.
Threats to Resource: Highway projects, as well as industrial and comercial development scem to be mostk cammon,

Comments: wWork in these arecas should automatically trigger careful FPA review and full coonlination witl
the Water Supply Branch. Special Conditions will likely apply to any permitted projects.
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Name:

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Tidal/freshwater transition zones

Maine coastal zone

These relatively rare and poorly understood systems may be very important for uncommon wildlife
species and play important roles in stabilizing the local physical and hydrological environment
These areas are also important for nesting wintering bald eagles and provide habitat for many

rare plants.

First and second home development. Maine State laws are protective of tidal wetlands, but they
have no comprehensive inland wetland protection. Consequently, the temptation exists to develop
right to the edge of tidal influence and eliminate the important transition zone.

Specific examples of this type of area include:

Merrymeeting Bay
Machias Bay/ East River estuary

Cobs Cook Ray
Lubec Flats/ West Quoddy Head
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Priority Waterbaly/Metlaml Listing

Nawme Watlands identified as important on state breeding and hivd consuses

Geoqgraphic Limits: Variable.

Resource Values: These wetlands have been identifiad as important for breeding binis.

Known/Potential variable and site-specific; Any 404 regulated work in these areas would require close scrutiny,

Threats to Resource:

Comments: These censuses are in various stages of publication., Further infonmation about particular
species is available fram the Fish and Wildlife Service.
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

~ Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbady/Wetland Listing

Wetlands Included on Maine's List of "Fcologically Significant Peatlands”

Those areas identified by the Natural Resources Council.

Fish and wildlife habitat; aesthetics.

Peat mining.

Peatlands included are: Wells Heath, Sarnd Pond, Saco Heath, Kimball Pord, lovewell Pond, Great

Sidney Bog, Kanokolus Bog, Caribou Bog, Sunkhaze Bog, Passadumkeag Bog, Bog near Greenville
Junct ion, Great Heath, West Jonesport Heath, Meddybemps Heath, Thousand Acre Heath, Smith Brook

Deadwater, Mattawamkeag River, Little Crystal Fen, Marble Fen, Ellis Bog, Rig Ten Comwplex,
Salmon Brook lake Bog, Orchard Bog, and Cross Lake Fen.
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Priority Walerbaly/Metland Listing

Name : Alton Tuxg

Geographic Limits: Penobscot: County; Orono, Maine

Resource Values: Fxtensive open heath camunity; aesthetics.

Known/Potential Bisected by I-95; potential for secomary impacts, although no immediate threats are reported.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Mriority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name : Chemo Foxg
Geographic Limits: Town of Hradley
Resource Values: Pristine Fully farmed "raised" baj with values for fish and wildlife; acsthetics: rare

canmmunity type.

Known/Potential Preposed "wet harvesting” of peat cauld destroy most of this hay,
Threats to Resource:

Comments: This bag received a high rating in "Evaluation of Maine Peatlamis for Their thique and
Exemplary Qualities" prepared for the Maine Department of Envirommental Protection.
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Priority Witerbody/Metland Tisting

Name : Dunstan/Scarborough River
Geographic Limits: Iower Scarborough River and adjacent wetlamis
Resource Values: Important fisheries and shellfish habitat (Amrican shad, river herring, eastern oyster);

rnursery area for anadramous fish; praluctive saltmarshes; fooxd web support; aesthetics; rare
plant species.

Known/Potential Residential development.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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[sl_n;ng :

Goographic Limits:

Resource Values:

4 Known/Potential

Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbhaly Aetland Lislig

Old Ovchard Peach

RBackwater marsh areas odjacent o ant in the vicinity of Old Orchand Beach

Very valuable area for fish and wildlife; high productivity; food wob support; identified as a
priority area by Maine TEP,

Sccond hom: and conlaninium proposals; a great deal of development in adjacent lands,

The State of Maine is prescntly doing a study of threats to this area.
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Name:

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Orono Rory/Caribou Pog

Fenobscot: County, 1 mile south of Orono

Research; educational study; aesthetics; diverse veyetative cammmnity; rare plant species.

Secondary development from nearby highway, timber harvesting, residential davelopment.

This bog received a high value in "Fvaluation of Maine Peatlands for their Unique and Fxemplary
Qualities" prepared for the Maine Department of Fnvirommental Protection.
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Priority Waterbody/Metlanmd Listing

Name: Penobscot River
Geographic Limits: West branch of the Penobscot, Piscataquis County
Resource Values: Recreation; fishery; aesthetics; identified by FWS as a key river in their Atlantic Salmon

restoration program.

Known/Potential Great Northern Paper Company had proposed to construct a dam for a hydroelectric generator at
Threats to Resource: Amberjackus Falls (Big "A" dam). This proposal has been withdrawn; no future projects have
been announced at this time.

Comments: This stretch of river contains some of the best whitewater canoceing and rafting in the eastern
United States.



Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name: Saco Hearh
Geographic Limits: York County- York, Maine
Resource Values: One of the most southerly rais>d hogs in Maine; contains Atlantic White Cedar, A rare species

in Maine; research; education; aesthetics.

Known/Potential Peat mining; 435 acres of cammercial quality peat.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: The previous owner triad to mine the peat. Another mining proposal is currently ‘active.
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Priority WaterbadyMWetland Listing

Name:: Sunkhaze g
Geographic Limits: Adjacent to the Sunkhaze River, in the Town of Milfoni
Resource Values: Pristine fully farmed "raised” bog with values for fish and wildlife; aesthetics; rare

canmunity type.

Known/Potential . Prgposed "wet harvesting" of peat could destroy most of this bag.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: This bay received a high value in "Evaluation of Maine Peatlands for Their Unique and Fxemplary
OQualities" prepared for the Maine Department of Envirommental Protection.
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Priority Waterbady/Metlaml Listing

Name: Lake Uabaaog

Geographic Limits: The lake and its watershed

Resource Values: Little development; outstanding wildlife habitat.

Known/Potent ial Prgposed hydro development; twice targeted for deatomaccous earth dredging.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Name :

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterboady/Metland Listing

Wrtlands bordering the Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refixge

Wetlands anmd aquatic sites aljacent to or in the vicinity of the refuge

Buffer zones; wildlife habitat; water quality maintenance; acsthetics.

Major piecemeal €illing has occurred up to and sometimes over tle refuge boundary, primarily
for residential development.

A 1982 report by the Concord Field of fice of the FWS documents the filling activity, most of
which is illegal, occurring in this area. The AIS process has been initiated for this area.
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Priority Waterbady/Metlam Listing

Name: York River

Geographic Limits: Town of York

Resource Values: Oysters and clams are harvested in the lower estuary: rainbow smelt nursery area.
~ Known/Potent ial Marsh headwaters are relatively unprotected from £ill and contamination resulting from

Threats to Resource: the extensive building pressure in York County.

Comments:
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Nome @

Goqraphic Limits:

Pesource Values:

| Known/Potential

Threats to Resource:

Mriority WaterbodyMetland Tistim

Coastal marshes identified by FWS in the Concept Plan for Preservat ion of Rlack Iack Hintering
Habitat

Salisbury Marshes (2400 acres) )

Essex Marshes and Mercimack River Tidal Flats (5000 acres)
Nuxbury Marshes and Bay (750 acres) '

Barmtable Marshes (5300 acres)

Orleans Bay (950 acres— mostly estuvarine flat andd marsh)

Salisbury Marshes- wintering black duck

Fsaex Marshes and Merrimack River Tidal Flats- wintering black duck; cammon tern nesting
Duxbury Marshes and Ray- wintering black duck; other dabbling ducks; wading birds nesting
Barnstable Marshes- wintering black duck; cammn, roseate and arctic tern nestim
Orleans Ray- wintering hblack duck: cammon and least Lern

Salishury Marshes- possibly threatened- illegal filling, development

Fssex Marshes and Merrimack River Tidal Flats- possibly threatened- filling
Puxhury Marshes and Ray- possibly threatened

RBarnstable Marshes~ possibly threatened

Orleans Ray- possibly threatened

FWS (really) uses three categories of threat: highly threatened
possibly threatenad
mostly protected

These areas are by no means a FWS priority list of wetlands for New Fngland, but rather coastal
w2tlands important to wintering black ducks, a FWS National Species of Special Prphasis,
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Priority Waterboly/MWetland Listing

Name: Coastal Plain IHndshore Comwmmity

Geographic Limits: Plymouth and Cape Cod

Resource Values: over 20 species of rare plants; many regional and some of national rarity.
Known/Potential Potential for lowered water level by use of nearby wells; recreational and developmontal

Threats to Resource:  pressures.

Comments @
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Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Name : Special Aquatic Sites Overlying Sole Source Aquifer Areas
Geographic Limits: Cape Cod; Nantucket Island
Resource Values: Recharge/discharge; water quality maintenance; many of these wetlands also have important

values for wildlife and recreation.

Known/Potential Residential development, particularly the construction of vacation and retirement homes. New
Threats to Resource: roadway construction on Cape Cod is also a concern.

Comments: The actual potential for adverse impacts to the aguifer varies on a site-specific:basis and
must be analyzed in each case.
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Triority Waterbady/Wetland Listing

Namo 2 Special Auatic Sites within the Bavxdiate Witersheds of Surface Drinking Water Tmpoundnonts

Ceographic Limits: Variable. Approximately 880 such impoundments (539 cammunity supplins; 341 non-community
supplies) exist in New FEngland.

Resource Values: Wetlamds in these areas will often he important in maintenance of water quality. Likewise,
work in these wetlands has the potential to seriously impact water supplies.

Known/Potential Difficult to predict. Threats tn these wetlands are uncammn, but are potentially serious.
Threats to Resource: Highway projects, as well as industrial and commercial development scem to be most cammon.

1

Comments: Work in these arecas should automatically trigger careful FPA review and full coordination with
the Water Supply Branch. Special Conditions will likely apply to any pemmitted projects.
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riority Warerboly/Wetland Listing

Name viztlamids adjacent to and betwen Routes 128 and 495

Geographic Limits: The crescent shaped arca enclosed by Routes 95 (128), 495, and 24 in eastern Massachusetts

Resource Values: Water quality maintenance: flood control; urhan oasis effect; aesthetics.

Known/Potential This area has been subject to explosive growth during the past decade resulting in severe

Threats to Resource: pressure on the remaining wetland systems. IocAal control is patchwork and inconsistent in
quality.

Comments: Threats may diminish if local protection efforts increase.



Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name: Wetlands identified as important on state breeding and bird censuses

Geoqraphic Limits: Variable.

Resource Values: These wetlamds have been identified as important for breeding binis,

Known/Potential Variable and site-specific; Any 404 regulated work in these arcas would require close scrutiny.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: These censuses are in various stages of publication, turther information about -partic(llar
specics is available from the Fish and Wildlife Service. '
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Name:

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats _t_(_)_ Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaldy/Wetland Listing

Bel le Is!le Marsh

Roston, Revere, and Winthrop

One of the last relatively large salt marshes in Boston Harbor.

Numercus private properties which abut the marsh system can result in activities that are
relatively small but, nevertheless, create cumulatiwe adverse impacts over a long period of
time,

A portion of this system is in public awnership.

—-62-



A
dll'\\l“
‘\‘:«h ' 4‘

‘ ’ ;;nk"[:lw;,‘ “‘Nl!/ hﬂkh .
( t :"' . / l'an-h.u\( n-
‘}" { . ﬂ \\1\‘ /
|

1
[ ‘ Woodside Cem s

d ,

sebham o Y A R
Wt Cem ’ | "(L A ' o
! » "‘llvr‘l, »

v{\‘ Park

o . ‘ ! I 'v 1 o N N
B B a “ ;M . \‘{.T{U Al \‘\ ’ -

! ' ' + -
3N :

1 (-|’7l‘;‘\" !

I "1»\»‘2 rell lﬁ. ‘..{ ! \
o .

R CURE
£ n"hlluu -
. ‘:. . . -
AP TR N B .

LA adeniy « 13
‘. - * B ) ~ S
L& :
N et . L. ' 4. "_‘ Al
"'"‘ . ! foaverande
-y Com
Vs r%.l{ 1o Tower, AR -
Sl ey, b l a0\
:\’l t ' ,;, et - - '. 4
S -\mhm*v ’\-l\!‘\ ‘ 0 1“\.' A I I»I o A/ & /7 -
o Ny . .
oo , o POV, \ :
- Y ,.jn o ) Y v Hm Inl\- T / A
) ) ‘\. ) \ i A ey \. I Wich S D,,,e_m N P % L ’
B A S W T Theater ™ d ' . .
: T A e N
bur‘d 3"““ . W | : e b
" [\ e . 1 1I .
- : ' N FREEERNE N 2 . . o M 109~ ‘ t
S (] T S U A 1Y . : B A ) >
\ ( initon ‘}m fl .o ‘, . N - \ A f’l"\ \"_. '\\\. \.._‘_:_:_..: . ‘d - N\ ". T 4 \. . :
l\ < ’ ~ - - "‘\ L Fhiriven’) \', PR
- \ ' High Sch . /
: . \ | LAY TR s
'y L A / ! \ B G ‘/m“}.-"
s - L4 . it ) .
“‘\—' Y ‘ Popes lslau’\d ) 3 Nl Y
B ETRRY | i -\h(. Fower 4 \'l' e T &b .
Kot \N atera M.\‘A.« £M) \\,. AR X E
IR ...-T‘|'\ [RIRTITRT AN .l“r-\muh' N \ - N ®
v . el (S S \’ \Luahnmn Lo ,tl‘-ll-\‘t-ph\
. ' Loy \ v, N bark }\ " \‘1(."‘ \‘("0 . ..-. ‘./
Manine Park /’ * . L a “,. -‘ L T
. y T I R P *
Crow e oot o .ll! lu\L'II i
Jsland | (J \ " \ B0 e ks W) :|
. | gl . T b I PR ll‘ 1‘. . I
Wadis VYheps . T ’, 10 gt V]
CANIEIH) - KN / K ‘ it \i\ U | . " oL
w . S.on RES PR <~ e
GV e
' PN e v ,
3 ‘ 'y A N - R
\ ! ‘ - ‘\' v ‘t'li\ ‘ul v N ““- : -
Ih _Y\_ S T R v L .
ST PR T N
. \ - ’,‘ . L N Y ' LI .
we bt ¢ - ®
. . H i f . " -
I I.I,I)I()l.l' SN A B B
;] “_, ] s" . Tidal {1at

T B

N _:’. \N..i' .
\ L . : I
\\ . o > Harbor View
PRI o . o v, v 4 .
' i o R 4 BUZZARDS BAY ;
" Palmgr - T
R . v .,;. P Island . .
W _'“w - I R ALY TR VR T IN ,
VAL S I AR /":* - . Lstvik wy O . . . 4
Vs S 4t AR HLETIVE OV Y '\l)lI’IIII H ’4' c . . . T R R R R LT NI T S R VP T PR PYT PR TN tyne 7‘)“‘ )
" 1930x%0 f da



Priovity Watorbady/Metlamd Lisking

Name: Ruzzard's Ray

Geographic Limits: Wetland systems surrounding the bay

Resource Values: Variety of coastal wetland systems; fisheries.

Known/Potential Increasing development pressure (mostly residential), especially in tidal flats and subwerged

Threats to Resource: tidal lands.

Comments: The hay is currently the focus of a federal-state-local planning prajram to develop an
Environmental Master Plan for the bay.
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Priorily Watorbody/Wettant Listing

Name 2 Cochato Piver

Geographic Limits: Within Towns of Holbrock, Ranloiph, ani Braintree

Resource Values: Water quality maintenance; flood control; waterfowl; some watmwater fisheries value,
Known/Potential

Various non-water depenient fill projects have been proposed in the watershed (e.q. housing,
Threats to Resource: light industry). '

Comments: Baird and MaGuire, a hazanious waste site of the NPL exists in the headwaters.
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetiand Listing

Name s Congamnd Takes and Tvyg
Geographic Limits: Hampden County; Soutlwick, Massachusetts
Resource Values: Lakes are still good shape, but area is being vapidly developad. The bog between South Pond

ard Spencer Pond is a fine lowland bog. The area overlies the Great Brook acnuifer which is
used for water supply for the region.

Known/Potential Mhcroachment fron garbage dump and solid waste disposal; pressure (rom residential development;
Threats to Resource: inadequate erosion control structures result in excessive runofl fron agricultural and
industr ial areas.
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11 .1. RIVERS INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION.
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Namw e

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterboly/vWetkiand Listing

Connexcticul River

The river praoper and special ajuatic sites within the fleod plain

New Fngland's largest river; warm and cold water Fishories; flood storage; anadrowns fish;
shellfish in the lower reaches; recreation. Major role in FWS Atlantic Salmon restoration
plan. Tlargest population of shad in the northecast. Habitat for several species of federally
proposed threatened invertebrates and one enbenic vetch, Also mmerous plants, animals, and
natural cammunities of state and regional significance.

Highly variable, ranging fram agriculture activity to road anl bridge projects to commercial
developments.  Water—dependent activities such as marinas and hydropowsr also generate
envirommntal concerns.
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Priority Waterbady/Wetland Tisting

Name : | Essex River

Geographic Limits: Town of Essex, including adjacent wetlamds and direct tributary systems

Resource Values: Soft shell clams; anadromous alewife and smelt; productive saltmarsh habitat.
Known/Potential Development pressure fram residential anl "dockominium™ proposals; mosquito control projects.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: The area is theoretically protected under the Massachusetts Area of Critical Fnvirommental
Concern program.
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Nome s

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterboly/Wetland Listing

French River

Town of Oxfonl

Flood storage; waterfowl; water quality maintenance.

Significant municipal and industrial discharges within the watershed.
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Priority WaterbhodyMetland Listing

Name Great. Codar Swamp

Geographic Limits: Town of Middleborough

Resource Values: Floaod control; low-flow nmodulation; water quality maintenmance; fisheries; wildlifo.

Known/Potential Cumberland Farms, Inc. has converted several thousand acres of this wetland to pasture for
Threats to Resource: grazing.

Comments: Cumberlanmi Famms, Inc. has been fined $540,000 and is required to rostore the arpa to its
original condition. 1If restoration is satisfactorily completed by Precember 31, 1986, $390,000
of the fine will be waived.

-6 9~






Priority WaterbodyAvetland Listing

Name : Hockamnck Swamp
Geographic Limits: Bristol County, 3-4 miles north of Taunton
Resource Values: Extensive cedar swamp; aesthetics; fish and wildlife habitat; rare cammunity type; flood

control; water supply.

Known/Potent:ial Encroachments araund th2 perimeter for dindustrial amd residential development. Also
Threats to Resource: secondary impacts [rom ncarby highways.

Comments:
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Priority Waterboly/Wotland Lisking

Name: Hoosic River

Geographic Limits: Chesire Rescovoir to the Vewmont State line
Resource Values: Cited by both Massachusetts Department: of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the Massachusetts

Division of Wetlanis Regulation as a valuable river/wetland systoem,

Known/Potential Unknown.
Threats to Resource:

Comments :
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Namw2 2

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterhaly/Wetlani Listing

Nousatonic River

Fran Dalton, MA to the Conneclicut River

High fish and wildlife value,

wetlamds cauld be adversely affected during cperations to clean up PCR contamination in this
stretch of the river and the adljacent w2tlands.
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Name :

Goographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential

Threats to Resource:

Cormlerlt_g :

Priority Waterhaly Moetrband Listing

Morrimac!: River

The reach fran Towell, MA to Framklin, NH, including adjacent wetlands and direct tribntaries

Waterfowl; fisheries; flood storage and protection; anadromous fish; identified by WS as a key
river in their Atlantic Salmon restoration projranm.

Grneral residential/ industrial development pressure; hydropower developiment.

Protection of the river system is now fragmented.
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Priority Waterhaly/Wetland TListim

Name: Saugus, Povere and Pine Rivers salt mumh including Seaplane basin
Geographic Limits: Towns of Saugus and Revere, including adjacent wetlands and direct tributary systems.
Resource Values: Valuable saltwater marshes conmpased of altineflora and patens in and around Roston urban

setting. Significant shellfish resources; anadramous fish; winter flounder; nesting for
migratory waterfowl; scawonn fishery.

Known/Potential Commercial, industrial, amd residential development; placement of unstabilized highway fill for

Threats to Resource: 1-95; the construction of the highway was later canceled. The State of Massachusebtbs is
investigating alternatives for the removal of this fill; creation of federal navigation
channel; expansion of marina facilities.

Comments:
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Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Name : Schenob Brook and ry Brook system
Geographic Limits: Shef field, MA
Resource Values: over 25 species of rare plants and animals; one of the top calcareous wetlands in the state;

unique habitat type.

Knowﬁ/Potential This areca was once considered for a pump storage facility which woild have inundated the
Threats to Resource: system; second hane development.

Comments:
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Priority Waterbaly/Metlani Listing

Name: Sweedens Swanp

Geographic Limits: Seven Mile River watershed in Attleboro, Massachusetts

Resource Values: Flood storage; water quality maintenance; low flow mpdulation; bird and small mammal habitat.
Known/Potential Proposed shopping mall would have destroyed 30 acres of this 50 acre red maple swamp.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: On May 13, 1986, EPA cxercised its 404(c) authority to prohibit use of this site for a shopping
mall.
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Priority Waterboly/MWetland Listing

Name ¢ Special Muatic Sites within the Jmmediate Watersheds of Surface Drinking Water Impoundments

Geographic Limits: Variable. Approximately 880 such impoundments (539 cammunity supplies; 341 non—cammunity
supplies) exist in New England.

Resource Values: Wetlands in these areas will often be important in maintenance of water quality. Likewise,
work in these wetlands has the potential to seriously impact water supplies.

Known/Potential Difficult to predict. Threats to these wetlands are uncommon, hut are potentially serious.

Threats to Resource: Highway projects, as well as industrial and cawrercial development scem to be most cammon.

Comments: Work in these areeas should automatically trigger careful EPA review and full coonlination with
the Water Supply Branch. Special Conditions will likely apply to any permitted projects.
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name: Tidal watlands in Hampton, Rye, and Myth Hampton

Ceographic Limits: Towns of Hampton, North Hampton, and Rye

Resource Values: Productivity; fish and wildlife habital; food web support; acsthetics.
‘Kncwn/Potent ial

Knon/| Considzrable piecemal destruction for residential aml commercial drvelopment,
Threats to Resource:

Comments: Much unautlprized fill activity has taken place in this area.
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Mriority Warerbody/Wekland Tisting

Name @ Flet landds andd waterboxdies of Soulhoast New Townpshire

Croaraphic Limits: Sout-heantorn New Hampshire (Hil Isborongh, Morrimack, Rockivgham, Stealfford, and fallivan

Countices).

Resource Values: Fish anl wildli fe; flond control: water quality maintenance; recreation.
Known/Potential Industrial/residontial development. This area is expariencing rapid growth as bedroom

Threats to Resource: cammnities for Boston anl Conconl continue to expani.

Comments:
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Priority Waterbody/MWetland Listing

Name: Wetlands identified as important on state breeding and bird censuses

Geographic Limits: Variable. Cascade Marsh, New London, NH is an example of this. This marsh provides nesting
area for pie-billed grebes and long rails

Resource Values: These wetlamds have been identified as important for breeding birds.

Kno#m/Potential Variable and site-specific; Any 404 regulated work in these areas would require close scrutiny.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: These censuses are in various stages of publication. Further information about particular
species is available from the Fish and Wildlife Service.
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Name e

Geoyraphic Limits:

Resource Values:

Knovm/Potent.ial
Threats to Resource:

Commrents:

Priority Waterbaly/Metlam Listing

Connecticut River

The river proper and special ajuatic sites within the floaxlplain

New England's largest river; warm and cold water fisheries; flood storage; anadramus Fish;
shellfish in the lower reaches; recreation. Major role in FWS Atlantic Salmn rvestoration
plan. Largest population of shad in the northeast. Habitat for scveral species of federally
praposed threatened invertebrates andl on enbenic vetch. Also mumrous plants, animals, and
natural cammunities of state and regional significance.

Highly variable, ranmying from agriculture activity to roal aml bridge projects to commercial
developments. Water~dependent activities such as marinas and hydropower also generate
environmental concerns.
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Name ¢

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resnurce:

Comments:

Priority WaterbolyMetland Listing

Copps Pond and Copps Pond Marsh

Tuftonboro, NH

Identified by the New flampshire Fish and Game Nepartiment as a priority area.
habitat for fish and wildlife.

Encroachmnt from vesidential development,

-82-
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name: Fxeter River

Geographic Limits: Watershed of the river
Resource Values: Anadromus fish resources.
Known/Potential Hydrolevelopment.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority WaterbalyMetland Listing

Name: Lampreoy River

Geographic Limits: Watershed of the river

Resource Values: Anadramus fish including alewife, Coho salmon, and American shad.
Known/Potential Hydrajeve lopment.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterbady/Metland Listing

Name : Merrimack River
Geographic Limits: The reach fram lowell, MA to Frarklin, NH, including adjacent wellanis and direct tributaries
Resource Values: wWaterfowl; fisheries; flood storage and protection; anadromous fish; identified by FWS as a key

river in their Atlantic Salmon restoration program.

Known/Potential General residential/ industrial development pressure; hydropower development.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: Protection of the river system is now fragmented.
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Priority Watecbady/Wetland Listing

Name : North Mitl Tond
Geographic Limits: Tributary to the Piscatagqua River mear Portsmuth
Resource Values: Diversity of estuarine habitats; valuable for fish, shellfish, and wading birds; anadromous

fish including Atlantic salmon, shortnose sturgeon, smelt, and shad,

Known/Potential Strong development pressure from, among others, the New Hampshire Port Authority and the City
Threats to Resource: of Portsmuth to Fill intertidal coves for fastland creation. Proposal to huild dam was
recently deniedd hy the Ammy Cotps of Engineers because of salt marsh habitat. There is also a
problem with silting due o erosion.

Comments:

-86-
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterhady/Wetland Listing

Piscataqua River, Great Bay and Little Bay estuaries

Tidal wetlamls associated with these estuaries (Rockingham and Straffoni Counties)

One of the largest estuaries in the country; anadromous fish.

Industrial and residential growth pressures,
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/MWetland Listing

Sugar River

The watershed in Sullivan, Merrimack, and Grafton Counties, including adjacent wetlands and
their direct tributaries

Fisheries; waterfowl; water quality maintenance; recreational value.

The SCS has proposed a complex of nine dams in the watershed ostensibly for flood control and
recreation.

SCS reportedly has dropped six of the dams from consideration.
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbady/Wetland Listing

Lake Umbagog

Cambridge and Coos County

Little development; outstanding wildlife habitat.

Proposed hydro development; twice targeted for deatomaceous earth dredging.
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

- Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Lake Winnipesauke area wetlands

Wetlamds in the vicinity of Lake Winnipesauke, Belknap County

Water quality maintenance; aesthetics; fisheries.

Secord home develcopment is the primary threat.
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Nome ¢

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Totential

Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priorily Wat~rbody Metland Listing

Coastal mushes identified by FWES anl RT Coastal Resonrces Managesynt Comneiloas dmportant. For
the Prescrvation of Black buck

Pettasquanscutt Mond (200 acres) ShelField Cow:
Card Pond (100 acres) Mill Credol;
Muonochontaug and Winnapaug Ponds (30 acres awl 80 acres)

Great Creck Salt Marsh

Colonel Willie Cowve

Pettasquamscutt Ponl- wintering black duck

Card Ponvd- wintering black duck, canvasback, amndd redhead duck
Ouonodhontaug anl Winnapaug Ponds- wintering black duck aml canvasback
Great Creek Salt Marsh- black duck anxl canvasback

Colonel Willie Cove— black duck and canvasback

Sheffinld Cove- black duck and canvashick

Mill Creck- black duck atd carwasback

Pettasquamscutt Pond- passibly threatened
Card Pond- possibly threatened
Ouonochontaug and Winnapaug Ponds- possibly threatened

WS (realty) uses three categories of threat: highly threatened
possibly threatened
mostly protected

These areas are by no means a FWS priority list of wetlands for New Fngland, but rather coastal
wetlanis important to wintering hlack ducks, a FW3 National Species of Special Bmphasis.
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Coastal Salt Monds

South coast of Rhode Island with sprcial attention to Porter Pond, Cards Pond, ™Mint Judith
Pond, Ninigret Pond, and Muicksand Thond. Also Great Salt Pond, Harbor Pond, and Shipcove Mond

on Block Islamnd.

Fish spawning; shellfish; shorebirds; high recreational and aesthetic value.

A major increase in residential development including the necessary infrastructure is possible,

Significant degrajation of water quality will result from large-scale development.

Rhode Island has recognized the value of these areas in a special area management plan.
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Priority Waterbody/Wetlamd Listing

Name : Special Aquatic Sites within the Tmmediate Watersheds of Surface Drinking Water Impoundments

Geographic Limits: Variable. Approximately 880 such impoundiments (539 camnunity supplies; 341 non-community
o - supplies) exist in New Fngland.

Resource Values: Wetlands in these arcas will often be important in maintenance of water quality. Likewise,
work in these wetlands has the potential Lo seriously impact water supplies.

Known/Potential Difficult to predict. ‘hreats to these wetlanis are uncammn, hul are potentially serious.
Threats to Resource:  Iighway projects, as well as industrial and cammrcial development scem to be most cammon.

Comments: ‘ Work in these areeas smouta aurtomatically trigoer careful FPA review s Full coonlination with
o the Water Supply Branch. Special Conditions will likely apply to any permitted projects.



Priority Waterbaly/MWetland Listim

Name: Special Apmiatic Sites Overlying Sole Source Nuifer Arcas
Geographic Limits: Rlock Island
Resource Values: Recharge/discharme; water quality maintenance; many of these wetlanis also have important

values for wildlife and recreation.

"Known/Potential Residential development, particularly the construction of vacation amd retirement homes.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: The actual potential for adverse impacts to the aquifer varies on a site-specific basis and
must be analyzed in each case.



Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Name : Wetlands identified as important on state breeding and bird censuses

Geographic Limits: Variahle.

Resource Values: These wetlanmis have been identified as important for breeding birds.

Known/Potential Variable and site-specific; Any 404 regulated work in these arcas would require close scrutiny.

Threats to Resource:

Comments: These censuscs are in various stages of publication. Further information about particular
species is available from the Fish and Wildlife Service.

-05-
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Priority Waterhaly/Metland Listing

Name: Greenwich Bay

Geographic Limits: coastal wetlanis, especially Mary's Creck Systoem

Resource Values: Important: to shellfish management area productivity; larval Fish developmont.,
Known/Potential victlands eoncroached upon by commercial marina and private residential development,

Threats to Resource:

Comments:

——
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Priovity HatorbalyMetland Listim

Mameo e 100 Ao Cowrs/o o ringion River w! Ly
Gengraphic Limits: Rarrington and Seckonk

Rosource Values: Important to shh1lfish managoment area; lavval Fish; threatened avian spocies.

~ Known/Potential Primrily residential developwent,

Threats to Resource:

This area is tmpacted by develepnent in both Massachusotts anl Rhodde Island,
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetlaml Listing

Name: Kickemuit River

Geographic Limits: Towns of Bristol and Warren

Resource Values: Anadromus resource; includes extensive salt marsh areas.
Known/Potential Primarily residential develcopment.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:

-98-
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Priority Walerbady/Metland Listing

Name: Ionsdale Marshes

Geographic Limits: Providence Counly in Central Falls.

Resource Values: Open floadplain on the Blackstone River, grass and sedge marsh of high value for waterfowl and
muskrats.

Known/Potential Serious past encroachments have roduced the system to roughly 25 acres. Pressure from a

Threats to Resource: variety of existing and proposed developrments.

Comments:
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Priority Waterboly/Wetland Listing

Name Moosup River

Geoqraphic Limits: Within Towns of Foster and Coventry

Resource Values: An intact, relatively undeveloped system; beaver and trout populations.
Known/Potential No known immediate threats, but the area is not affonled any spoecial proteclion,

Threats to Resource:

Caomments:

-100-
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Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterboly/Metlaml Listing

Palmer River

Towns of Barrington and Warren

An unspoiled system where such areas are scarce; excellent diversity of community types;
anadromous fish; rare plants and animals; Atlantic Salmon restoration,

Requlation hy both Rhode Islarmd and Connecticut; marina development; commercial and industrial
discharges may affect water quality,

~101-
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Priority Waterbady/Metland Listing

Name: Pawcatuck /MWood River Syshtem
Geographic Limits: Flooiplain wetlanis
Resource Values: Anadramus fish; identifial by FWS as a key river in their Atlantic Salmn restoration program;

warmwater Fishery; recreation.

Known/Potential Piccamal encroachments upon the floodplain and shoreline,
Threats to Resource:

Comments: This system is on the Natiorwide Rivers Inventory.
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Priority Watarbaly/Metlan Listing

Name : Pawbuxel River
Geographic Limits: South branch of th> Pawtuxel Rivey

Lamge expanses of valuahle freshwater wetlanis, including deop and shallow marsh, wooded swamp,
and {ren flowing tributary streams.

Resource Values:

Known/Potential The praposed Big River Reservoir project.would imundate 570 acres of high quality wetland with

Threats to Resource: major impacts to wildlife and recreation.

Comments: This is currently the lamest proposad 1loss of wetlands in tho rogion,

-103-



41"- ~

2 4

| 1) /Gooseberey
-7 sland

o

Little Neck—>. 7
: '\_0 Pond-~l

4 T

e !

=g
09 -

S
!

/

[ .

.
= - -

— ' 3

Q_\\\»_’_ . M o

4 - Narraga
UTHNFERRY :

-
* sed /-
e -

- Sle - =
-"&T\‘/\ H

s 3 o =
i e

2t

Sebe Nt

River Rk .

A P ‘ st - i ¥
=N ‘\f_)’ . .
49““1 PO 2 Sees A
L PR \,CaRve -
.~ "Cormarant™t XA e

Pt .

-
Carmorant Rk,

L
~Clump
Ras

. A
C - ! l' Y2
nseLy S R H N;roaagrf

. Sy \:’anne o
2 Dosr

~
-t s <

. o,
L) SaeteL Ll e
“"—.‘?:ﬁ?::-'

< :

JE -
so~Bonret-Shoreg

Wesquage / "L.
— Pond L.

8 23
S 2
5 3
1, 3 Jones
e “ Leage
W
a2
-~

52
CLittie Whpje

Wha
Rogx

K1}

'3



Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbady/Metlanmd Listing

Pettajuomscobt Riwer

Within Towns of North Kingstnn, South Kingston, and Narragansctt

Anadromous fish, especially alewite; winter flounder spawning habitat; striped bass habitat;
eastern oyster: rare plant species.

Chamjes in zoning regulations and FPA funded scwer projects may lead to increased pressure fram
residential development; failure of existing septic systems is also a potential threat.

This area is classified by the RT Dpartment of Fnvirommental Management as a Shellfish
Managemont area. It is also presently in draft stages for a special area management plan

by the Coastal Resources Management Council.
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Priority Watcerbody/Wetland Listim

Potowomut River

Name:

Geographic Limits: Warwick and North Kingston

Resource Values: Potential anadramous and waterfowl resource; low intensity use estuary includes a good
proportion of salt marsh.

Known/Potential Residential development.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Name : Potts Boy

Geographic Limits: Washinjton and Kent Counties near Fast Greenwich

Resource Values: Typical southern New England bog.

Known/Potential Highway construction and a rapidly developing area.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

-106-
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name 3 Special Aquatic Sites within the Immediate Watersheds of Surface Drinking Water Impoundments

Geographic Limits: Variable. Approximately 880 such impoundments (539 cammnity supplies: 341 non—cammunity
supplies) exist in New England.

Resource Values: Wetlands in these areas will often be important in maintenance of water quality. Likewise,
work in these wetlands has the potential to seriously impact water supplies.

‘Known/Potential Difficult to predict. Threats to these wetlands are uncammon, hut are potentially serious.
Threats to Resource: Highway projects, as well as industrial and camrercial development seem to be most common.

Comments: work in these areas should automatically trigger careful EPA review amd full coordination with
the Water Supply Branch. Special Conditions will likely apply to any permitted projects.

-107-



Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name: Wetlands identified as important on state broeding and bird consuses

Geographic Limits: Variable.

Resource Values: These wetlamds have been identified as important for breeding birds.

Known/Potential Variable and site-specific; Any 404 reqgulated work in these arcas would require close scrutiny.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: These censuses are in various stages of publication. Further information about particular
species is available from the Fish and Wildlife Service.
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Priority Waterbhaly/Metlani Listing

Name: Watlands of Rutland and Windsor Counties

Geographic Limits: County lines

Fesource Values: Water quality maintenance; Eloal storage; fish and wildlife uso; recreation,

Known/Totential Major impacts arve Coom roadwork, shopping mall developments, agricalture, and expansion of ski

Threats to Resource: areas anl spinof [ developwrnts,

Comments:
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SPECIFIC LISTING



Name :

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/Metlani Listing

Abbey Mond

Ripton, Addison County

Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an
area in nced of protection by the Venmnt Natural Resources Council.

Potential for pondshore develapment, although no proposals at this time.
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Priority Waterhaly/Metland Listing

Name : Lake Champlain
Geographic Limits: Wetlands bordering the eastern shore of the’ lake (Chittemden, Franklin and Addison Counties)
Resource Values: Flood storage; nutrient control; aesthetics; water quality maintenance; fish and wildlife

habitat; some invertebrate species unigque to Vermont.

Known/Potential Burlington, Vermont is one of the fastest growing arecas in the United States. New road
Threats to Resource: construction, commercial develcpment, home huilding, and marina development are all threats
to the resource.

Comments:
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name : Chickering Bog
Geographic Limits: Calais, Washington County
Resource Values: Classifial as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an

area in need of protection by the Vermont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential Timber harvesting.
Threats to Resource:

Comments: Part of this bag is owned by the Nature Conservancy.
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Priority Waterboly/Metland Tisting

Name : Colchester g
Geographic Limits: (olchester, Chittenlen County
Resource Values: Classified as a significant natural arca by the Venmont Nature Conservancy and an

area in need of protection by the Vemmont Natural Resources Council.

‘Known/Potential None known at this time.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Mame ¢

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

* Known/Potential

Threats go_ Resource:

Comments:

Priority Watercholdy Wetiand Listing

Conmvcticnt. Riwver

The river proper and special ajuatic sites within th2 Flooiplain

New Erjland's largest river; wanm and cold water fisheries; flood storage; anadroms fish;
shellfish in the lower reaches: recreation. Major role in FWS Atlantic Salmon restoration
plan. [Largest population of shad in the northeast.  llahitat for several species of federally
proposed Lhreatenad inverLobrates and one enbenic vetch.  Also nomerous plants, animals, and
natural camunitics of state andl regional significance,

Highly variable, raming fron agqricnitiare activily to raxd and lwidge projects to commercial
developmnts.  Wator-depondent activitic: suh as mairinas and hydeopowsr also gonerate
erwironmental concerns,
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Priority Waterbady/Wetland Listing

Name : Cornwall Swamp
Geographic Limits: Mdison County, Corrmwall, Vermont
Resource Values: Vast swamp dominated by red maple and seasonally flooded flatlands bordering Otter Creeck;

flood storage; recharge/discharge functions; fish and wildlife. Provides habitat for one
federally proposed endangered plant species. Also numerous other plant species of state and

regional significance.

Known/Potential Timbering and agriculture.
Threats to Resource:

Comments
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Name: :

Geographic Limits:

Resource Valuves:

"Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Vaterbaly/Wotland Listing

ead Creck Marsh

Addison, Panton, Addison County

Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an
area in neal of protection by the Vermont Natural Resources Council.

Potential for marsh shoreline development.
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listing

Name: Dorset Marsh

Geographic Limits: Dorset, Bennington County

Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an

Resource Values:
area in need of protection by the Vermont Natural Resources Council.

" Known/Potential Creation of fastland for second homes.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterbady/Wetlaml Listing

Name : Fast Creck Marsh

Geographic Limits: Orwell, Addison County

Classified as a significant natural area by the Vemmont Nature Conservancy and an

Resource Values:
area in need of protection by the Vermont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential None known at this time.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterhaly/MWetland Listim

Name : Fifield tvind Py

Geographic Limits: Wallingfonl, Rutlani County

Classified as a significant natural area by the Vennont Nature Conservancy and an

Resource Values:
area in nced of protection by the Vermont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential Timber harvesting.
Threats to Resource:

Coments:
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Priority Waterbody/Wetland Listing

Name : Franklin Bog
Geographic Limits: Franklin, Franklin County
Resource Values: Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an

area in need of protection by the Vermont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential Timber harvesting.
Threats to Resource:

Commnents:
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listim

Name: Intervale
Geographic Limits: Burlington, Chittenien County
Resource Values: Classified as a significant natural area by the Venmnt Nature Conservancy and an

area in need of protection by the Vermont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential Landfill leaching; housing developments.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Name :

Geographic Limits:

Resource Values:

Known/Potential
Threats to Resource:

Comments:

Priority Waterbaly/MWeltland Listing

Tong Pord Swamp

Grecnsboro, Orleans County

Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an
area in nced of protection by the Vermont Natural Resources Council.

Timber harvesting; shoreline development.
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Tisting

Name: : Take Memphromaokxg

The portion of thy watorshyyd lying within tHhe Unitad States inclading dir~ct. brilmbarios and
I ying ]

Ceographic Limits:
adjacont watlands. (Orleans County)

Resource Values: Cold water fishery; recreation; aesthetics; wildlife habitat.,

Known/Potential Agriculture; residential development; water quality degradation.

Threats to Resource:

Comments:

phnSustamnbipiyntaih
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Priority Waterbaly/Wetland Listing

Name : Missisquot Mash
Geographic Limits: Swanton, Highgate, Franklin County
Resource Values: Classificd as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an

area in nexd of protection by the Venmont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential None knovm at this time.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterbaly/Metland Listimg

Name: | Molly Poxg

Geographic Limits: Morristown, Lamnille County

Classifind as a significant natural area by th2 Vermont Nature Conservancy and an

Resource Values:
area in nced of protection by the Venmont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential Housing developments; timber harvesting.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterbaly/Wekland Listing

Name: Mrachom vy
Geographic Limits: Peacham, Calcionia County
Resource Values: Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermnt Nature Conservancy and an

area in nced of protection by the Venmont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential None known at this time.
Threats to Resource:

Conmnt_g :
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Priority Watechaly/Aetland Listing

Name: Pownal oy

Geographic Limits: Pownal, R2nnington County

Classifiad as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conscrvancy and an

Resource Values:
area in need of protection by the Vermmont Natural Resources Council.

- Known/Potential None known at this time.
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterboly/MWetlond Listing

Name: Salisbury Swonp
Geographic Limits: Ieicester, Salisbury, Adison Comnty
Resource Values: Classifi-«l as a significant natural area by the Vernmont Nature Conservancy and an

area in noed of protection by the Vermonk Natural Resources Counecil,

Known/Potential Potential For Limbrer havvesting.

‘Threats _t_é: Resource:

Comments:
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Priority Waterbody/MWetland Listimg

Name:: Sandbar Marsh
Geographic Limits: Milton, (hittenden County
Resource Values: Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an

area in need of protection by the Venmnt Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential None known at this time,
Threats to Resource:

Comments:
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Resource Values:

Known/Potential

Threats to Resource:

Priority Waterbody/Metland Listing

Scanton Bog

Branion, Rutland County

Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an
area in need of protection by the Venmnt Natural Resources Council.

Water level alterations fran damming.
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Priority Waterbaly/Metlamd Listing

Name: Vernon Rlack Gum Swamp

Geographic Limits: Vernon, Windham County

Classified as a significant natural area by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an

Resource Values:
area in need of protection by the Venmnt Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential Timber harvesting.
Threats to Resource:

Comments :
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riority Waterbady/Metland Listing

Name: West Rutland Marsh
Geographic Limits: West Rutlanmd, Rutlamd County
Resource Values: Classified as a significant natural arcea by the Vermont Nature Conservancy and an

area in need of protection by the Venmont Natural Resources Council.

Known/Potential Industrial development.
‘Ihreats to Resource:

Comments:

-132-



APPENDIX |
COPY OF REGIOWAL INFORMATION REQUEST LETTER



[(ADDRESS]

Dear [NAME]:

The Environmental Protection Agency is revising and updating its
List of Priority Wetlands for New England (copy attached). This
list, first compiled in May, 1985, identifies wetlands and other
waterbodies that we believe are of high value or which are in danger
of environmental degradation. As such it identifies areas that may
benefit from additional protection beyond what is provided by cur-
rent state and federal regulatory programs. Those areas that are
not currently on the list still receive full protection under the
existing laws. This list was compiled after consultation with many
knowledgeable people in New England.

However, the present list is by no means complete. There are
probably areas that should be included that are not. There may
also be areas that are listed as priority wetlands/waterbodies that
shouldé not be because they are already adeguately protected by some

other means or, unfortunately, have already been degraded or
destroyed,

EPA has szveral authorities with which to provide additional protec-
tion to priority resources. Under §404(c) of the Clean Water Act,
EPA may prohibit or restrict dredge or fill discharges into waters
of the United States, including wetlands. Although 404(c) is
commonly thought of as our "veto" authority over Corps permits, it
is important to note that it can be used to designate areas in
advance of any discharge. 1In addition, EPA can initiate a planning
process called "Advanced ldentification of Disposal Sites" (AIS).
This procedure, described in Section 230.80 of the EPA 404(b) (1)
Guidelines, allows EPA and the Corps, in cooperation with state and
local authorities to identify sites as being unsuitable (or
suitable) for the discharge of dredged or fill material. Again,
this mechanism can be used prior to the receipt of permit applica-



tions by the Corps of Engineers. Unlike 404(c) an AIS designation
does not prohibit or restrict work in a given area, but provides an
advance indication of whether a permit application is likely to be
approved .or denied. Both authorities can protect valuable re-
sources while reducing the controversy that now often surrounds
major 404 permit applications since developers should be aware of
these designations before committing resources to a project. Both
of these approaches are excellent planning tools which mesh well with
state and local wetland protection efforts. 1In cases where re-
sources are threatened by illegal dredge and fill work, EPA could
develop a strategy to improve our enforcement presence in the area.

Your assistance in updating this list of priority wetlands and
waterbodies is essential. Because you are more familiar with the
wetland resources in your area, we request that you review the
existing list for accuracy and completeness, and suggest any n2edad
changes. We would like to know the present status of the wetlands
and waterbodies on the list. Should any of the entries be deleted?
Which should be accorded further protection through AIS or 404(c)?
Are there wetlands or other waterbodies in your area that are not
on the list that should be? It is important that you include your
reason for any suggested changes.

We would appreciate your response by August 10, 1986 as we must
provide headquarters with an updated list by August 15, 1986. If
you have any gquestions, please contact either Pam Shields
(617-223-0766) or Tom Addison (617-223-0721). Thank you for your
assistance.

Sincerely,

David A. Fierra
Director, Water Management Division

Attachment

cc: J. Meagher, OFA (A-104)
G. Peck, OFA (A-104)

A-2



Mr. Michael A, Aurelia
72 03X Ridge Street
Greenwvich, CT 06830

Mr. J.A. Davis Banks
Prezarvs the Wetlards, Inc.
P.0. Box &, Rowatton Station
Norwalk, CT 06853

Mr. D2nnis Cunningham, Director cc: Rick Huntley
Water Resources Unit Marla Butts
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection

165 Capitol Avenue

Hart ford, CT 06115

Mr. Dennis P. DeCarli

Deputy Commissioner

Presarvation and Conservation Division
Department of Envirommental Protection
tate Office Building

Hartford, CT 06106

Mr. Michael Ludwig
National 'arine Fisheries Service
212 Rogers Avenue
Milford, CT 06463

Rea Xing McCarty

Heritage Land Preservation Trust, Inc.
Box 596

Torrington, CT 06790

Ms. Nancy Murray

Matural Rasources Center
165 Capitol Avenue, Room 553
Hartford, CT 06106

Dr, John Rsiger
Connecticut Audubon Society
2325 Burr Street

Fairfield, CT 06430

Mr. John F. Reilly III
Connecticut Wildlife Federation
27 Vlashington Street
Middletown, CT 06457

Mr. Art Rogue

Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection
Planning and Coordination/ Coastal Management

71 Capitol Avenue

Hart foré, CT 06106



Ms, Suzanne C. Wilkins
Land Trust Service Bureau
Box MMM, Wesleyan Station
Middletown, CT 06457

Dr. Barry L. WIlff

Natural Resources of Connecticut, Inc.
234 Main Street

P.O, Box 72

Denbury, CT 06810

Spencer Apollonio, Commissioner
Department of Marine Resources
State Of fice Building

Augusta, ME 04333

Mr. Teco Brown, Director

Division of Licensing and Review

Bureau of Land Quality Control

Maine Department of Envirormental Protection
State House, Station 17

Augusta, ME 04333

Mr, Charles Hewett
Maine Audubon Society
Gilsling Farm

118 U.S. Route One
Falmouth, ME 04105

Glenn H, Manuel, Camissioner

Department of Inland Fisheries anmd Wildlife
284 State Street

Augusta, ME 04333

Mr. Don Witherill
Maine Department of Environmental Protection
.Bureau of Land Quality Control
tate House, Station 17
Augusta, ME 04333

Mr. Harold E. Wocdsom
Maine Coast Heritage Trust
P.O, Box 426

Northeast Harbor, ME 04662

Mr. Gordon Abbott, Jr.
Trustees of Reservations
224 Adams St.

Milton, MA 02186



Dr. Benry Ar:t, Cnairman
Dzpartmeans of Riology
Willians College
Williamstown, MA 01267
Lincoln, MA 01773

Mr. Gzrard A. Bertrand
Massachusatts Audubon Society
South Great Read

Lincoin, Mo 01773

Ms. Lois Bruinooge, Director

Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions
Linceln~Filene Center

Tufts University

Medford, MA 02115

Ms. Priscilia Chapman
Sierra Club

New England Chapter
3 Joy Street

Boston, MA 02108

Mr. Gary Clayton, Acting Director

Divisicn of Wstlands and Vaterways Regulation
Departrment of Environmental Quality Engineering
One Winter Street

Boston, Ma 02108

Mr. Philip G. Coates, Director
Division of Marine Fisheries
tate Office Ruilding

100 Cambridge Street

Boston, Mia 02202

Mr. Richard Crenin, Director
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
tate Office Building

100 Cambridge Street

Boston, MA 02202

Mr. Richard Delaney, Director cc:
Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management

100 Cambridge Street

Boston, Ma 02203

Mr. Paul Kress

Massachusetts Wildlife Federation
295 East Riding Drive

Carlisle, MA 01741

Mike Penny



Dr. Aimlee D. Laderman
P.0O. Box 689
Wocds Hole, MA 02543

Mr. Howard larsen, Regional Director
Fish and Wildlife Service, Region V
U.S. Departrment of the Interior

One Gateway Center, Suite 700
Newtcn Corner, MA 02153

Amherst, MA 01003

Dr. Joseph S. Larson
Environmental Institute
University of Massachusetts
Amherst, MA 01003

Mr, William F. Lawless, Chief cec:

Pegulatory Branch

Cperations Division

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Englard Division

424 Trapelo Poad

Waltham, MA 02254

Mr. Chris Mantzaris )
National Marine Fisheries Service
Federal Building, 14 Elm Street
Glaucester, MA 01930

Dr. Norton Nickerson
Department of Biolagy
Barnum Hall

Tufts University
ledford, MA 02155

Ms. Arleen O'Donnell
Massachusetts Audubon Society
Lincoln, Ma 01773

Ms. Jenny Oemland

New Englard Rivers Center
3 Joy Street

Boston, MA 02108

Mr. Dennis E. Wolkoff
The Nature Conservancy
294 Washington Street
Boston, MA 02108

Cr. Alan P. Amman
U.S. Soil Conservation Service
Federal Building
Durham, NH 03824

Mike Sheehan, Waltham COE
Al Laraway, VI COE



. Charles E, Barry, Exucutive Director
izh an® Gazme Departmant
4 Rrifdn= Bireet

e A o

Concard, 14 03301

y . Corey, Jr.
ociety of New Hampshire
P,O. Bon 523B

3 Silk Parm Fozd

- ol

Conzcord, W= 022301

Ms, Jzne Doughty

Seacozst Anti-Pollution League
5 Mariket Street

Portsrouth, N5 03801

ehtree, Executive Director
2m2 Department
34 Bridge Street
Concord, Wa 02301

Mr Alan Cr
Fish ans G

Mr, Delbert Downing, Chaimman
New Hampshire Wetlands Board
State of !zv Hampshire

37 Plzasznt Street

Concord, K4 03301

Dr. lMzartin Yichener
126 vitches Spring Road
Hollis, W= 032049

Ms. Marjorie Swope

New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions
54 Ports-muth Strest

Concerd, NE 03301

Mr. Michael Annarummo

Rhode Island Department of Envirommental Management
38 State Strest

Providsance, FI 02908

Mr. Victor Bell

Rhode Islamd Department of Environmental Management
38 State Street

Providence, RI1 02908

Mr. John M. Cronan, Chief

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Washington County Govermment Center
Tower Hill Road

Wakefield, RI 02879



Mr, Alfred L. Hawkes

Audubon Society of Rhode Island
40 Bowen Street

Providence, RI 02903

Mr. Peter Janaros, Chief

Division of land Resources

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
38 Stzte Street

Providence, RI 02908

Mr. Jchn Lyons, Chairman

Coastal Resources Management Council
State of Rhode Island

60 Davis Street

Provicdence, RI 02908-5080

Dr. E.B. Henson
102 Adams Street
Burlington, VT 05401

Mr. Stephen B. Syz

Water Resources Planner

Agency of Envirommental Conservation

Department of Water Resources and Envircnmental Engineering
Montpelier, VT 053602

Norman E. Wright, Commissioner
Fish and wildlife Department
State Of fice Building
Montpelier, VT 05602
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ETATE QF CORNNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

))

NATURAL RISOUNCZIS CENTZT

165 Cepitol Averue, Roonm
Eecrtford, Connecticut CF
Conrniecticut Neturel Diversity Data Becse

Frr- Shields

UE-TFa

Jo.. Telerel EBuilding
2ict rloor

Eceteon, MA 02203

July 17, 1886

Tzer Yc. Shields
The folleowing is in recponce to your recquest for inforcation
+*ree egrees in Connecticut, 1) Stretforc~Creet ltieecows, 2)
Czrnecn-Rebbins Swempr and 3) Norfoll:-Ercdfcrd Mountein Swernp.

The Deta Bese conteins extant end historic locations of

Telerelly encangered end threetened °pec1es, CT "Species of
€raozizl Concern", criticel hebitets, enc Neturel Aree Inventory
lieee.  Cur ir icvnat~on ie the ccirileticn ol recent =nd historic
Zevts from nuseun collec.-ons, litereture eources, field
fivictizetions wnd resecrch projecis. Dete on endznfered or
threztened species or Species of Speciel Concern ie very
cencgitive and not meent for generel public knowledge.

In 1972, the CT Foresgt end Perlk 4Lerfocietion, Inc. prepared =&
l'zturel Arees Inventory of 458 eitee. These were norinested es
tirnificent erees for one or rmore of the following reecsons:
rzclezic, biologic, hyéroloric, ercheclezic, cesthetic,
culzurel or reseerch/educetionel ecspectse. A cite receives no
_&rei cletus or protection from inclucion on the Inventory.

Tihe Siretfcd Grecot leesdows Returazl Aree is e significant
viclaric erese, It ie cne of the leet rerceining extencive selt
sl htzitets in tke rir4a, Eeli morzher roe concicered &
c-iticel hebitet in Connzecticut ee rore then 50% of our coastel
rerchilende heve been destroyed throuch develop:eﬁt eince the turn
el <he century. The Grect Vecdowe tleo provice hebitet for a

nurber of CT Species of Specitl Concern. These ere licsted below.
Porimaric lonriervde~Uplend Sendpiper-Obcerved regulerly in cerch

Inotrvelug exilic-Lecet Bittern-Confirrced neseting in 1885,

fmrorpize peritimc-CSeeride Speorrow-interesting, habitat lirited
e An €T, 4 1CLE record inmficitern pocrille breedinr.
Fhone:
MECirottAveRue 0 HomT g O G010



To<ilvrmbus podicens-Pied-billed Grebe-Confirrmed nesting in 18gZ.

Gzllinula chloropus-Common Moorhen-1875 nesting record, no
acditional information.

[£)]
ot
th

~na antillerun-Leest Tern- The terns use the tidel flats and
marsh as ifeeding ereas adjscent to their nesting grounds on
Long Beach, Bridgeport.

Robbins Swarp Netural Area is also 2 highly significant eresa
biologically and ecologicelly. The area is a dense hardwood
swemp that includes & cslcareous seepage swanp and & calcareous
fen. It is nearly impenetrable in most areas. Robbins Swamp is
“+ha lergest inlend wetlaend in the state and has a greaet civersity

7 “lora and faune. Tae iature Ccrnservancy owns a cegmen* cf the
wzmp snd the Stzte elso owns scone scettered parcels. A rumder
£ CT Species of Special Concern are found here &s well.

t.izella nuda-lLesser Miterwort-Collected in 1682.

Corex Oligocarna—Sedge,‘historically collected in 1852, only
collection from this town.
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c-oripediur rerinae-S
collected meny t

howy Ladies’-slipper- This orchid was
jmes historically and relocated in 19082,

ZTEYN castanea-Sedge-Collected in 1909, 1234 and 1882.

'

-i-nus pendulus-A Bulrush-Cellected in 1¢09, relocated in 19£2.

Petssites palmatus var. frigidus-Pelmate-leaved Sweet Coltsfoot-
Cbserved in 1982, a2gain in 19884 "abundant”.

1}

1
)

l,’

1 T D
ne deu~lecsii-Turple Cre

few rlants observed in 1983,

z cosnatus-Slipy Sculpin-Specimen tsken in 1868 from
Hollenbeck River, no additional information available.



The swemp at the base of Bradford Mountein hees & 18976
ireeling record for the Great Blue Feron, (Ardes hezrodies). The
rzrolern helf of the swacp is state-owned. No other information
is eveileble for the site. Since it is not labelled on the
vcpeZrephic esheet, 1 heve enclosed & mep of this swemp in order
te verify

thet it is the site you &sre interected in.

Thank you for contacting the Deta Bese, I hope this informe-
ticn is helpful and if you have &ny questions or we may be of
further essistence do not hesitete to cell.

Sincerely,

4 ’ -
/'/uff,.A» \(»/M'—‘A-—
, A \

Megun FRollins
Dzte Eandler



. STATE OF CONNECTICUT

J.F. llerredy Federal Building
Boston, MA £2203

Deer Mr. Fierra,

Thenk you for an opportunity to review and comment upon your

of Priority V¥etlands." Copies of your correspondance and
wetland 1listings were circulested to &ll wunits in the
ertment of Environmental Protection with wetland planning,
gement or regulatory functions for review and comment.
.ents received Irom these units are attached and contained in
rdlces 4 through E. As you can judge from the comments, the
eria used to determine a wetlands of high value is variable.

the time alloted, it was not possible to develop uniform
terie and ciscuss these further amongst the units. Therefore

roose 1o transmit to the comments as they were received from
verious unizts.
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I anticipate that the new wetland listings of high value
vetlands will contain a mix of wetland of high and low value and.
even favorite backyard wetlands. To minimize this problem, EPA
sgl.celd carefully critique nominated wetlends and assure they meel.

zin minirmum requirements. In order to develop a complete and
list of wetlands of high velue for Connecticut, EPA
uid consider convening a wetland workshop in Connecticut._
néees should include staff from DEP, scientists from the
mic institutions and other wetland experts located in
ticut. A workshop would allow for discussion amongst the
for the purpose of deciding which wetlands are in fact
velue.
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With respect to threatened wetlands, there is a general
census in DEP that there are no tidal wetlands that are
cetened as & result of new proposals because of the strength

the tideal wetlands eact. NO major or s1gn1f19ant alterations
ticel wetleand have occu*red in Connecticut since 1969. 1In

»vieving the annotetions for most of the wetland sites in
nnecticut pertaining to threat, it is clear that most of the
corded threzts are not real or minor. EPA should carefully

1»1que the information provided to them by commentors before
‘~7int zn ares o threatened or for the reasons provided.
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August 19, 1¢f£a

The EPA must be more careful in screening the infsrrazion
previded to them if the resulting 1ist is 2 be useful arng
contein &ccurate information.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to review and comment
this initiative. I you have any commentis regarding the
ttachments, please give me 2 call at 203-5656-7204.

Sincerely,

Ron Rozsa
Ecologist
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ed 2 listing of wetland

~nrewtened, Threax

“OUg r there have been numerous

e cestroyed valuable tidal

s aress for example, strengtih of the Tidal Wetland Act
cluded 2ll but minor activities with s&cceptable impacts.
rnost part then, no tidzl wetland is threatened by

ies that would be consicdered significent. Perallel

Ty exists at the federal level which usually results in
eme level of protection for ticdal wetlands and coastal water
s. For comments regarding the states inland wetland

m, see comments compiled by the Water Resources Unit
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Esch wetland recorded in the list of priority wetlands are
eccempanied by 2 statement perteiring to 'Known/potential threats
10 resources.' TFor the most part, these statements are not
correct and are misleading. Here are some examples for
Connecticur:

1. Special Aquetic Sites in Coastal Middlesex County. New and
significant marina development and expansion are not likely
‘since most of the available shoreline without tidal wetland
hes been utilized. There is no condeminium development in
werlands or eaquatic hebitats by virtue of the Tidal Wetlands
Act, the Coastel llanagement Act and Section 404 of CWA. I

Ynow ¢f ro consifdersnle unzuthorizeld activities in this area.

2. ~Norvelk Islands, First, 1 see no connection with the
Cesigration of Chimon's Island as a wildlife refuge and
increzsed property value. In recent years there have been a
number of development proposels for these islands (which by

the way are principally uplend and not subject to 404
sJurisciction); the lack of zdeguate groundwater supplies,
reei for on-site septic systems, absence of bridges and the
flood hzzard nature of certain islands severely limit the

wount of development that could occur in the Norwalk

&nes.

0—47\
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3. fousaztornic River. The mining activities in this River are

relatively minor and benign. This is perhaps one of the most
turbid tidal rivers in the state but the source of this
turbidity is not cleer. PCB's are a general problem
throughout the river glthough I can not attest to the
sigrnificance of the problem.

<. lorris Creek. Here too the state and federal permit programs
have been &nd will be effective in curtailing destruction of

valuzble &nd procductive wetlands. The area that will be

filled by the Industrial Parkis primerily an old COE dredged

¢igneoul arec thitt wasS never greperly devatered. Today it is
£1i1l wvet wnd surnLoris & monoculture of Phragmites, nearly 80




acres in extent. While tThils arca m:ght technically be
classified as wetland, 1t possesscs very few ol the imporTearnt
wetleand functions.

5. Mystic River. I know ©I NO industrizl development on :his

river. PResidential develOpment would be locatied on upland

. 5 € . . . -
habitzt and would rnot 2fZect the quality of the aguatic
habitats in this River.

[©)

. Pine Creek. The menzioned prcoposals would recuire state zrg
federal permits. The threat is a potential but not a real
one.

~1

. Saugatuck River. Ineffeclive state protection is an
incorrect statement. PerMitted projects have allowed for
minor alteration of degraded wetlands for acceptable
activities. Wetland restoration has also been the
requirement for a number & projects. However corpensation
has never been used to PuUrchase the ability to destiroy
wetland.

8. Great Meadows. Most of the development is cornfined o
wetland areas that were diked and filled prior to 1930 or so.
No major wetland fill permits have been issued for this area
since the passage of the tidal wetlands acz.

y
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o
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TTL should carvefully rev: inZirmzzicn t.a: Trev ov-
rzceiving from commentors &Ld verify the accuracy of these
sTztements.

her than establish a 1ist 0f threaztened areas which is
ficult or impossible task, EPA should consider the use =<he
nnectlcut Geological and Natural History Survey's "Natural
V°r5 ty Databasz" for information when reviewing a project.
rclosed brcchure regarding this program.
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icn to threatened areas, EPA is requesting information

tl mota o

ng areas of high value. Unless EPA applies care¢u11y
cted criterie to the areas nominated as a result of this
many backyard and ho-hum wetlands will be incorporated
£

N Y

luc... ~2ST. ALTHOUES 74 should consider =he eddi-ion
oI &n_zxteswicde listing icr &-1 Ticsl VETlends in Connecticuz,
bzlow is a 1ist of 'n.gn value' tidal wetlland &r€cs TTon o
stxztewide perspective.
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TIJAL WETLAXD AREAS OF 'HIGH VALUE!

1., Little WNarragansett Bay, Stonington. Extremely productive
bzy for shellfish, finfish and extensive eelgrass beds. High
water quality. 1300 acres



rotodunnesTT River Zetuary, st Lyme. lv ore of the
ighest gunlity tidsl o wetlani syitTems Lol ted
cleTurnnnre, Severz. detallier evlisntiiic € have been
¢onduoted of Tne estugry &nI Tiowl oveTl: nnecticus
Cclilege, rure plonis &ng &nima_S Lresern acres)
Eride Ercon Estuary, East Lon=. —xnTensive and unusuel Ticzl
veTland ecogyetem, rare birds present

L 3
Connrecticut River Estuary é&and Iresn Ticel Riner(see attached
letter). An arez ¢f interstate &ncd netionzl significance;
supporis Ccnnecticui's most imporiant anadromous -sherles
rostored water quality end fish ladders heve ellowed for
restoreation of Atlantic Szlmon; Sturgeon are in or mey be in
-

the River; tidal wetlands - &n assemblege of polyhaline,
mescheline, oligohaline and fresh tidal wetlands that are
outstanding - such an ecosystem is found nowhere else in the
northeast north of the Chesapeske Bay (the Hudsona PRiver
supports & limited example cf these); area supporis a
rmultitude of rere plznts and animals

5

ARSI

Threet: The most sericus threzt is the vroposed diversion of
water frexm the River for use in the 3oston area. Diversion
n spring and summer could change the pocltlon of average
zter levels which in turn cculd zcdversely affect the
ornation of vegetztion on the :ticel wetlancds. MNore
vrorvTLantiy, Ziversion zeull calst LT galT water wedge 10
move upstream anc destroy prime freshwater tidal wetlands and
reploce These with Tracuieh vweztlunis, perraps dominzted by
Prrezmites,

Tisted below are outstancing wetlzand &arees:

&¢. Grezt and Upper Island, Oic¢ Lyme. Poly &nd mesohaline
tidal vetland; one of the larces* tidal wetland
ecosyvstems in Connpecticul: Sup
erd animels. Principael threset is the increase in
Phragmites for no apparent reason. 1350 acres.

o. Ragepd Rock Creek. Mesoheline ticel wetland dominated by
Tyohe angustifolia.  FrobiuvLy cornieins several rare
species., 400 acres

¢c. Hyvde Point. MNesohaline tidel wetland, probably contains
severel rare species. 110 &acres

d¢. Lorcés Cove, Lyme and 0ld Lyme. Oligo- to mesochaline
tidel marshes and it supports outstzanding aquatic beds,
seversal rere plants occur here. G50 acres

e, Greast lMeadow (North Cove), Lssex. Outstanding
oligohaline tidel wetland; rare plants. 425 acres



5

rmarsh dominat

ed by high

f. Selden Neck, Lyme. tstanding Ireshwater tidal wetlznd,
rare plants. 400 acres

g. Pratt and Fost Coves. Cutistanding Ireshvater tidal
wetland, rare plants. 135 acres

h. Deep River. Freshwater tidal wetlaad. 70 acres

i. Chester Creek, Chester. Freshwater tidal wetland. 130
ECTES.

j. VWhalebone Cove, Lymeé. Ffreshwater tidal wetland. 1iC
acres

k. Chapman Pond, E. Haddam., OQutstanding freshwater tidal
wetland; rare planisS; concentration for finfish during
the cooler months. 415 acres

1. Sa2lron River, Haddam/E. Haddam. TFreshwater tidal
wetland; rare plants. 415 acres

m. Peczausett Meadows, Fortland. Freshwater tidel wetlanrgs,

n. Mattazbasset River, Cromwell. Freshwater tidal wetlands.
Impacts include encroachment by a landfill. 400 acres.

Oyster River,/Back Rivers, Gld Savbreok. Extensive pclincline

tidal wetland dominzteC DY high marsh vegetation. 3210 acr=g

venunketesuck River, Westbrook/Clinton. Oligo- to polyheline

tidal wetlands; rare plants. <350 acres

Hzrmonassett Marshes, Clinton/Vadison. Extensive polvhaline

Tarsan vegetlation; rare bircs: rea

designated as a state haTtural area. 500 acres

East River, Madison. Extensive mostly polyhaline tidal
wetlands dominatec by high marsh vegetation. 1040 acre
Vheeler ¥Wildlife Management irea, Nilferd., Cne of the most
imperzant tidal wetlands in the state; extensive 1ovw marsn
habitat and 2 multituce of meandering tidal creeks and tical
poois - area has ngt been ditched for mosquito conirol
purposes; oulstanding wildlife usage especially by
vaterfowl, Shorebirds and other marshbirds. 800 acres
Farmill River, Siratfior Oligohaline tidsl wetland, this ig
the conly such example on the Housztonic River,; rare pliants.
Great Meadows, Stratford.

wetland
for a2ll practicel purep
tThe 3-oTE; Qutstoniing

composed primarily of unditched high marsh.

Outstanding polyhaline tidal
it is
oses the only unditched high mzrsh in

ldlite usSoge primorily as .

q
LoTesult
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¢f the, numver of reendering creeks and tidal pools. Tide
ceves on Lorésnip Soulevard have reduced tidzl flows to
vetlendes leocated north of this roud - these in turn have
ITedsl 1nTO & MEYSL T¥pe cominaTeld by Fhracmites., 680
PN
~gi. Creew, Tzirfielc. Small tut nevertheless sigrificant
iglend of uncitchel high marsh locesed &t the mouth of the
4shh Creek estueary.
Tiireztened vetlands
Connecticut River Tidel Vetlands The single greatest threat
tc these wetlands and the estua*\ es whole &are proposal by
Massachusetts to divert weter out of the river for water
supply purposes. This could not only change the position of
hzlinity boundaries but might 2lso affect the water table
position in certain wetlands. .
Wetland threatened by tidel flow restirictions. These include
primerily eress :“ T lie upsirezm oI tice gates.
a. Burrough of Stonington wetlands
h. Latimer Point wetland, Stonington
c. Pezuotsepos Brook, Stonington?
¢. Faimer Cove?
e. Ccld Spring Brook, 0ld Saybrook
f. Ezmmock River, Clinton - ticel flushing is gradually being
restored by \ec*o“ Control
. Sluice Creek, Guilford
. Indian Ccve, Cuiiford
. Leegtec Island, Guilford
S. Cigerncgue Creek, Branford?
w. Sxpil Creelk, EBranford
1, Cearclinaz Creek, Zezst Heveu
7. Morris Creen, Lost Haven
n. Lizttle PRiver, Hhev Haven
¢. Vvest River, hew Heven
p. 0id Field Creek, Vest Haven
. [C[ove River, Veet Hoven
T. Creot Creshn, Milicord - beilug resiored by the Siazte of
Connecticut
s. Great 'eadows, Stiratford (airport property)
T, Gorhaem Pcrnd



e
covE

-.or~ BY TEET COXNECTICUT
NTS p:—’_?_y‘-'-.r'..‘:_.-/ BY THE COXNECTICLUT

vaturel Resources Center
155 Capitol Avenue

noom IR3

Hartiord, CT OE106
208-538-2540



wn
3
()
3]
w

V2TTRESEED LI

)
)
A |
8]
M
)
ot
[ B
)
[ 94
!
s
]
m
'y

Termirgteon River, ,
Siverse IZlccc
ernzensicn.

Recsy HiIll/Glastonoury,/WethersZIield Meslctws., CTDiversity flood
clzin fcrest end elluviel rmazrsh. Thrsztened by agriculturel
exnzeansion.

neeney Ccve. Clestonbury, Lest Herifcrd. Diverse floog plein
fcrest enc freshwater ticdezl mersh and cove.

Jezl Men's Swermp & Vicinity Rocky Hill. Diverse f£flood plein
forest and aslluviel mersh. Impertant biré breeding hebitet.
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Zouvezztonic Velley Flcod Plein. <Caneszn, Seslisbury. Diverse flood
p.ein fcrest znd back weter slcugns., Thresztened bv
zcriculsturel exceansion.

REAWIDE LISTINGS

Czlzzrecus Wetlands of Litchiield Ceounty (specific sites)

Scuettle Brock ancd vicinityv. N. Cznzan. Diverse celcarecus
s2ecpage swemp. Threatened by agricultural expansion eangd
Sreinirg. Pzrtielly ownec oy The Neture Conservancy.

Yttre Zresk znd wicinityv. Selistury. CLiverse celcereous
wetland, Threstened bv water cueliiy detericraticen.
Fertislly owned by The Neture Conservency.

Zzusr Pond and Vicinity. Sealisbury. Diverse calcareous wetlangd.
Threztened by wzter quality detericration. Pertielly owned
by The Nature Conserveancy.

ZTsrnton Hill Fen. Sheron. Diverse celczrecus wetland &nd fen.
Threatened by weter Ucllty ceterioration. Partislly owned
£y The Nature Cecnservancy

er Brook. Salisbury. Diverse calcareous wetlend &nd fen.
One cf the best sites in CT.

ins Swzmpo. eareen, Selisbury. Very larce, diverse
calcareous wetland and fen. Mostly in Stete ownership.
s to be consolideated.
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reorge Wisner, Coastzl Geolcgist $/7/05
LR X} - - . ] - £ ~

Slan. & Cc /CAM, 71 Cepitol Ave., Fartforzs, CT

.

™ - 4 v < v 3 Lo - - - - ™ 9 -~ = -
Jenils Cunnirngham, Assistant Director IC6-7220

Wwater Rescurces Unit, 163 Capitol Avenue, hHartford, CT

isting for New Englarg

r'

This is in reply to vour recent recguest feor inforrmztion o
rcate ZPA's "Priority “etlanc= Listing for XYew Etngland." My
mments are being offered to assist EPA prioritize and direct

s wetland protection efforts in Connecticut to areas of

TH WO S
'amm.cﬁ()'(

ztewide or regional importance. Although I agree that CWA

ction 404(c) and CFR 23C.80 402(b)(1) £fill pronibitions or

strictions for specific sites provide valuable wetland arnd
W2Ter resource protection Tools, I am rot preparsd to reccmmend
svscific wetland sites at this time.

Connec<ticut has comprehensive wetland and VaTsr ressurce
CIngarvaticn ind protection laws such that all <0< wstlands ang
surfzce waters of the Stazte arz covered by Stet2 and/or local
regulation. The cornerstone of Connecticut's wetland progranm ig
thz Inland Wezwland and Waterccourses dAct which provides ZIor
Zelegaticn of evul::or\ authority over inland weitlancs to towns,
To date, 211 but 15 of Connectiuct's Icwns Lave local agencies,
TIZ regulz-es the wetlands in thesz 13 towns and a2IIEmuTs 1O
svovssde tTecrnical assistance ané Iraining To the rest. The Scope
cZ DIP's regulatory programs concerning 404 wetlands is describé:
irn the enclosed pamphlet titlez "Water Resources Unit Fegulatory
Trograms Fermit Incdex.” As =nooversssr of Conneciicul’s watser
Tesources, [ Tellieve cur weIl_&anas se eIllectivelr Lrotectel LY the
S-z<a lazws described in the Ind=x,

However, the lsvel of froiecilicon provided by municipal
wetland agencies varies widely Irom town 10 town bhased upon
gnzent of locel cevelopment pressures, technicel skills of local
agzency memebers, presence or adsence of local agency professiona)
gtaft, and political c¢limazTs, Muzh mcres effcrt ig nesied in
Lroviding technical aseistance &nd Training for municipal
rezulators 10 improve the technical ang aaministrative gualiiy of
cescision-making., The reason I rzise tThis nesd here is thazt it'g
Toooge weTlands in towns with unirelinsd wetland regulactory
zgencies thet need aaditional protection. Your thoughts on EPA's
»2ie in our ztechnical training &lforts for municipal wetlarnd
wzficials woulz be welcomed.

My sections's cemments and suggestions for priorizy listings
ior Connecticut are zs follows
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24 ve Vit g ravLte: r.assilicstinon Cit
(przlable grounzweatler supnliies) zs shown on Conrecti.Lzut's
Weter Quality Clzesificztion Mupring., Fescurces Vi.ues -
TRINTENANCE LI WLTeYr QULilTy I ZrouniwiTer recharze T
Silscnavge: luns usss reve niTentizl o zifect potetls
water guealilly. WwaTer guzliTy Cclagsificetion meps =re
zvallialble 10 the public on & couniy basis &t 1:50,020
scale Zrom DEP's Publiczticrn Szles (20%) 536-771¢.
~Z¢: rivers ang sireams &ng their Ccontigucus wetliands
wrich support importeant anzdromous Iisheries.
Levelopment can Cerroy essentizl Lreeding &nd sursery
hatiztat or obsiruct migretior of juveniles &ncd edulczs.
The enclosed list wes cdeveloped by the DIP Bureau of
Fisheries.

A0d: rivers and streams stocked with fish by DEP.
Resource value - maintenence of water quality &and

hatitet, sesthetics. In orier to protect the Stztle's
invesiment and the fish stock, vwork needs 0 be
conirolled to &avoid instreesnm disturbance during the
c~oclting &and the intensive spring time Iishing periocd.
Tre &aTTzches 1ist of siccrel sirzems is taxen Irom tne
Bureau of Fisheries innuzl Report.

ite: wetlands eadjacent 1c -zndifilils. Fesource value -
mzintenance cf weater gusiity. These wetlands gare
‘Tr.reaztened as & result ¢l g neel 10 expand sanitary and
nulky water lendiills.

wice Listings

204: frezshwater t1icdal werlancs. Resource value - unicgue
wiliiife &ng Fisheries hetiTaie, high recreztionel wvalue
zvd sesthetics. Imperzant Iregivater tidel wetliancs are
icceted eliong the Connecticut River end its tributeries
Iron The Farmingion River o its ccenfluence with LOng
Islznd Sound. Importeant vegetatied ticel wetlands heve
been mapped by DEP as shown on the enclosed Map index.

.
+
P

2. coastal mareshes and in:er:idal flats in, and
Ttributary to, »ew Haven hartor located in kest nave“,
Tzst Haven eand New Haven. Pesource values - resting and
feeding arees Ior shorebirds and weterzowl, fisheries,
maintenance of weter guzlity, shelliish incdustry,
recreation, aesthetics. Development pressures are
increesing.

Delete: puge C reference 10 a perceived threat 10 water
resources in Hertiord County &nd the Northern porticn of
vwidclecsex Cournty. Vhile these srezs are experiencin
high development pressures, SO are other regions of
Corrncoetizut, It is suggresad thet the watershed whersin
T LPOierts TEL I InteregTed 1n o ure locuted be listen

o w



in ‘crder to provide direction and purpise.  If o onighuwag
project is & concern, then 118t the progect,

Watershed Listirngs
Water guality Sensitive wztersieds. The Iollowing rCiver
systems and others as may Dbe identifiec in DEP's Vzszer
Quality Marzgement Flan ars water guality limited c¢r are
in need of &aciitional &:ttentionl 0 ensure that Iuriher
degradation does not occur. Theése syslems &re
experiencing heavy develcpment pressure and loss of
wetland ares may diminish the ability of wetlands o

renovate surface flow
gquality. Loss of ins
quality,

s or otherwise maintain weter
trear hatitat nay effect water

fisheries and recreation amenities. 4

deterioration cf water quality may necessitate issuance

of State oOrders to up

Zracde treaiment fzacilities., The
number preceding each river are taken from a map titled
"Natural Dreainzge Basins in Connecticut” dated 1581,
6900 Nezugatuck River:; Torringidn To its coniluernce with
The HousSzIcnic River,

7300 Norwelim River, 2ilfgelield 10 its coniluencs wizth
Long Island sound

6600 Still River,; Danbury to 1ts confluence with the
Housaztonic River

4303 Still River; Winsted to 1its confluerce wizh Sandy
BrooX

2300 Eockanum Tiver; Zezdwatsrs 10 Ccnnezticut River

5200 Quinnipiic River,; Zeazcwalers to confluence with lew
Eaven Earbor

4315 Peguabuck River; Headwaters tc-confluence with
Farmingtorn River

7201 Five “ile River; Heziwavers 10 ccnfluence witnr Long
Islznz Scund

2100 Willimantic River

3800 Shetuckst LRiver

3300 French River; Heacdwaters in !assachusetts o

confluernce wizth

MNes s R NI [ER
Quinebsug River

Pormeraug Tiver in Southiury
5201 ETighnt Wile River,; Zealwaters ip Eriston o
confluence with Quinnipiac River in Southing:on
The following watershecs core highly urbenized and
subjectecd tO severe floocing hazards to life and
wropersy. ~CZitioral aztention to preserve Tne Ilcood
storage funcilon of weilands ie nesded 1n regulatory
decisions.
7300 XNorwalk River
5112 Farm River
7411 Zyram River

>



MAINE AUDUBON SOCIETY

Gilsianc Farm « 118 U.S. Route One o Falmouth, Maine 04105 ¢ 781-2330

The responsibie vorce for Mame's encrronmen: and nawsa) resourCes

sugust 13, 1986

Tierre
zter Manegezeat Division
el Protscticn Agency
2y Teleral Building
sachusetts (2203
erra:

I vas surprised at the incompleteness and inaccuracy of the portion
oI the List of Triority Wetlands that pertains to Maine. Before I recommend
eZiiticns to the list I would like to make severazl suggestions.

~. The review needs to be expanded to include the appropriate
incdividuaels and agencies. At a rmirimum the following should be
contacted:

-
XL !
[N 1
1?

vral Resources Council, Attn: Jerry Bley
wature Conservancy, Attn: Llisse Widoff
ticel Areas °rogrgm, Attn: Eank Tyler
artzent of Environmental Protection, Attn: David Studor
~versity of Mezine, Attn: Dr. Ron Devid
Dr. George Jacobson
Dr. Mzlcclm Hunter
“zine Department of Inland Tisheries and Wildlife, Attn: BHenry Hilton

M v & R I
'1 m ¢
H '\l L

ably iIn the best positicn to comment on wetlands for Maine

ecause of work I've done on peatlands for the University and
Planning Cffice.

m o U

—shasize the link between this list and the EPA4O4(D) (1) to ensure
.2t the priority listing receilves the careful scrutiny it deserves.

3. Including lakes and rivers on the priority list of wetlands is
extremely misleading. The apprcach that has been used makes it
very easy for rivers and lakes to fall through the cracks. Other
hydrologic features should be included on separate lists to be
reviewed by individuals with the expertise required to do so.

L. Have a representative froz Region I meet with key individuals in
Vzine to review the next list before it is made final.

5. On a conceptuzl note, given the widely accepted importance of
wetlends, these ecosystems should automaticzlly be given priority
in the AIS prccedure,




.

've enclosed e list of "ecolo;::-ll’ szgnifi:a:
h‘do‘ for the %atural Resources Council., 7
ed is recognized among the state's ﬁeat and epe

b
n
(X}
[&]

- in

S. Please ote that
s iist includes peatlanzgs only. It does not include other types es cf fresh-
rer wetlands. Nor does it focus on their wildlife values. The Maine
artmeat of Inland Tisheries and Wildlife should be contacted for this

TR I
Ve

1'd éiso like to recommend that the East Branch of the Penobscot River
znc the Repid River be adcded to the list,

The AIS concept is an extremely important one--one that will undoubtably
save development and conservation interests a great deal of money. Its
i=portance should be made clear to all who review the priority list and

IT4 et2ff should at a minimum make sure that the preliminary list of priority
wetlzads be directed to all appropriate individuals and agencies before
crziting the final versicn.

™
..

Tl e let me know if you have zny questicns on the list I've provided.
I would appreciate a copy of the updated "1ist. Thank you.

Sincerely,

/Z c 7/w

Janet McMahon
Land Steward
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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

STATE HOUSE - STATION 21
AUGUETA WAINE 04332

regtor
Division

al Prctection Agsen

-~

. Iamnedy Federel Building
wen, ?SS 02203

Zezy M, Tierra:

Zere, ir response to your letter of July, 1986, recarding revisions to

<tz ist of Pricrity Wetlands for New Faclangd, are a number of suggested
eéiizicns; they include five (5) Specific Wezlands, sixteen (16) Watersheds
lzls<hcugn it is generally the lower watershads that have our primary concern),
and ons (1) Gemeral Category addition.

Foar (4) Specific Wetlands of the tical Kemnebec River estuary -

~reats to each of these is gsneresl developmant; nere specific threats

~-4

- freghwazzr ticdel secticon Zrom Chops Pomt (oatlet of
chabe Ting w-:) to Aususte, including Msrrmesting Bay and the tidal
scctlcns of its tributaries: the Eastern Abac dasset, Cathance, and

indroscoccin Rivers.
&. Unigue habitat

1) Yo other river svstem in the State of M=ine contains anywhere
near the amount of tidal freshwater hzbitat.

2) Important spawning and nursery habitat for all ten native anadromous
fish species except striped bass. &4 restoraticn program for
strip2d hass, shad, and alewives is uncsrwav.

d'

> AREA CCDE (207



CRITICAL/DMPORTENT WITLANDS ARES

[oery

ICx SEORTWISE ATLANTIC STURGZON

ey J ———— . - . - o - i 3 - e R — e =Y.
! Mlo-estuary,Batn RegiCn - ISS3InC ZrER [C0r SNCrInCse £TLrTsCn, esmeECsiallv
o« am -~ . 3 T - i} - ~ . [ e - T)e e am .
watlands area arcund Vinnecance Cresi and Pleasant Cove (Sazsanca Piver;;
- h -— =4 Y = v -} PP . . - -
&lso 21l other ars I tidal flats with abundant acua<ic vegetatlion.

g ~ . - . B | PO R .
a. Shortnecse sturgecn and itlantic sturgecn spawning hablza

i) Bxact locaticns not known. Largs ccncentraticns of shertncss
s-urgecn in spewning cendition have bssn fcund 1in South Gar
“and Gardiner.
ii) Ripe Atlantic sturgson have also been capturad in South Gardiner
and Gardiner region.

(V)

Tidal Section of Androscocgin River

- f - -
- - m iy e DT, Y Gy RS [Sd-IebE-SRAEe-1-0a SN
a. _':mrt"':t S:‘.O:T_:CS: 3T STC.. Sottiany Sacy e.,:.":--_--_- near nsai-Cr
A
T.C2.

b. Threats: housing development; nhighway bypass

2 [ ~v ’
4) Marrymesting Bay
Veh! = £ - e o, a geniroose
a., Fesding erea Ior shcrincse sturgsen

b. Threats: housing develczmant - larce subdivision on Ercwns Foint
(rbagadasset Point) in Eowdoinhanm

Specific Wetland -

-

-~ v . PRUURE R T R T - ) ey T + A 3
Caliform macterial lsvels in e York Rivar have besen reduced to levels
; : ] .z o = -

<nzt parmit shellfish har gvese s =izl and har

-
M
:Ee - Y N -\-‘Er ..,\_E

<7 oygtere = od nax
in the lcowar estuary. Consicerat.e &€C oesn macs o rec ele
S - = . T T - " fen . -
lcwrr porTicns ¢f 4he river, LUt s are rzlatively unproiectsgd

s

= £4 ; 3 -4 H teemy Faias J A4
From £111 and conmtaminaticn resulzing Irom extensive bullding pressure
B et o~ . o ot cm s o emm & P S . = LR E -1
iro Usrik Coanty. MN0TZ: wha estuzrs wms Liantifisc pelow as a rainbow smels
iy Zoves ovaz
rirssys zresa,

naTE ¢ Eel grass - Zcstera marina - beds
“--3-"\"' . » - e e
cnIEzoN : Arez wicde

)
’..n .
o
I




a
-

Shozpscot River estuary - an important nursery and’cr Ze2ding arsz Icr
rzinbow smelt, shorwnose STurgwr, and stripad
bass. Also, this estuary is an important area
for juvenile ssa herring and & spawring area
for croundfish. The Shesiscot River alsc sucoerts
tha southernmeost seli-sustzinirg native po__la icn
¢f anzdromous Azlanti B
Demariscotta River - curports the largest pcpulation of anadromcus alawives
on the Maine ccast and 1s an irportant. recraztional
fishery for striped bass.
St. G=orge River estuary - supicres the second largest pcpulaticn of anadromous
alewives on the Maine coast. A large winis
ard spring recreational fishery for rainbow
smelt occurs from US Route 1 upstream to Warren
Village. This river also supports an important
striped bass recreaticnal fishery.
Penobscot River estuary - The third largest alewife run in the state occurs
in the Olané River. The larcest arnzdromous
Atlantic salmon run in Maine passes thr cugh this
estcary to frashwater spawning greunds and ocean
feeling arezs. A very larce rairhow stelt Zisher:
occurs in the estuary from Bangor to Winterort.
Rairbow smelt nursery areas ocour from Banger
to Sears Island; American shad, river herring,

d Atlantic sturgeon are dspendent on this estuary
as a rurssry area. One shortnese sturcson was
capturel in ilcwaer wsst Psnckscot Bay (L:r::v:o*t
in the mid-1¢70's.

Union River estuary - This area contains river herring and rainbos smalit

as well as a hatchery sustained sport fishery for
tlarntic salmon.

Zmerican shad and river 'nerring
a&ra Lrno--ant resources in
<his area.

Narracuagus and Plezasant Rivers estuaries - Atlantic salmon, rainbow smelt,

Machias and East Machias Rivers estuaries - important arsas for Atlantic
salmeon, rainkbow smelt, Emsrican

ghad and river herring.
Dennys River estuary - same comments as provided on the Narraguagus/Pleasant
Rivers.

St. Croix River estuary - This area has the

potent ial to support the largsst
river herrinc run in Mzine., Atlaacic salwon,

A2rican shad and rainbow sT2lt are also important
rssources.
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that contribozes to

sreczes and it is the cuality of the upper portion
—hz guozlity of the lower portions.

L

vorh Miver estuary - rainbow smelt nursary

Dizzstazguz River - reinbow smelt, alewifs, blusback herring, American shad

© --.an/Scartoroush River coplew -

Saco River - american shad, river herring; very imoortant striped bass
recreational fisherv in this

=

Tz aoch Piver - ~merican ERESG, TIVEY Rerring, rainbow emelc

t~-2l River estuary - American €hal, river narring, rairdow smelt

izmmzhac/kndroscossin estusry - &ll anadremius fish epecies. Critical
nibitat, pirzicularly from the area of
Farxer Hzad opstreaT to Auguste and Brunswick,
Merommesling By and tribuataries (Easternm,
rozTalzessT, Zztharnoe, end Mudds Kivers)
are migus Ires! s under tical
iniloins erss ~aticn
ci anzxrcrzoe Iien, such ags end =3
shortnces stargeon, as well as tic

Y

2..moN,

P - - I -
STUYCS2rn, ST_EnTic sarmon, ATeri sna
. -

LIoEDATH . S, elzsile, ralnbow Emslit,
oroca TrouT, and stripsd bzss. DR is
grzeToiing 1o restore a self-sustaining
popalaticn of stripsd bass in this area
oy stoching Hudson River fingerlings in

SSrInTEsting Bay, The state's largest
vinter recrzatiecnal/cermercial hook and
szl rainbos smelt fishery occurs
in e MEzrrmTesting Bay area.  The lower
, Irom Bath downstream, is one
- e most important recreztional fishing
areas Ior stripad bass and bluefish on
= ¢f
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. STATE OF NAINE

_sUeperiment of Envirenmenial Protection

[)
‘f
J
‘Umn'\*”

A MAIN OFFICE Favy ELLDING w237 T, S7RIET 20508%:
o RALLRTDRESE: Srpte =c _ss $rpri- 0T L_opoiiy L4IIE
TroL DTERLAN Y.ERNETH C. YOUNG, JR.
LN COVMMISSIONER
Jolv 20, 1876
ZzvlI A, FTierre
J.rector, Weter Menecement Divisicn
”.S. Environmental Protection Agency
J.F%. Kennely Federal Building
Tzsiin, Mass. 02203
iz ¥r, Flerra:
I nzve reviewed the List of Pricrity Wetlands which pertain to
w“zirz. All wetlands listed shoulc remzin on the list with the
zzz:izls excertion of the West Branch of the Penobscot River
i ozhat ths 'Eig A" dar propcesel hes besen withdrawn.

Irz zifiticnel wetland should be ccrncidered for the list:

=, Lccetion: Saco Eeath in York County, York, Maine

z_.z2s: Cne of the most southerly raised bogs in Maine;
contains A*lcnulc White Cedar, a rare species in
¥zine,
Recearch, educetion, aesthetics.
fctzntizl Threatrs: Peat mining; 435 acres of commercial
quality peat.
Previous owner hal attempted to mine the
cezt and ancther mining prcposel is
currently active.

-~

LINRELD T. WITHEFILL, Wetlands Cocorcdinator
_ivisicn of Llcensing & Review
t.rezu of Land Quality Control




ons

.
)
i

ees of Reservat

ine Trust

—~—
Cens.

g

3

- .
.

e
[P

R

P
DN\
PReghn

LI

)

5 B
R .
e ‘, [
7 , .
3 ' [
Bg I ' 1 '

gy

[§]

—

w
[y B
O
@
u L
i f.
-~ O
A T
[SRIA]
[
[T
(W}
[
G @
(SR
@ W
[
(DN VD]

")
| N
[N ]
[ |
[0 B W

G
(&
ot
)
St W)
[SIETE B
(SN A |
(AT
(g (]
Ses
[}
[ N
Q 4
T
PRI VY .-
TR
(W] s
'Rl e 33
Crp1g
LS L]

AP AR R A |

ve do not

Y

vpdate vour

~aticr to

land.

-

aounn

1

-
-

A
0

i

0
&
-l

(0]
(¢
ot

tes that recuire

4
-

vour

nerntion ¢

arezs on

-
v
-

Lo

1))

[
W
ot

=
—~ &
[ ]
© ol
— e
00K
U
4 O !
QP Uy
o b1 o
[H]
[N =
- -1
-
U el "0
[ L A
i O O
(8] (o]
QU U YA
n o
0n r w
«. @
[\ I P
Y+ | 3
ol 43 LD
1 ‘e ori
T D W
— LB
- U 43
o W
o
[V I o 4
@ D
< [958
o U i
| I &
b
| S
N O O
£ i 43
[»]
L 1]
O u v
Y o=
wy QO
[ I 7
Woerl O
[ 5 I
R LY
NS N ™
v
[SEN S
| T
Fad IR MO |
Wt
(@]
AR RN
U
78 B (I
P 0 e
(S A

u) - - 3
€ ri ©u,
= [S 3]
Nl & e w4 Wy
WO BT
ot O 3 W
[ IR I =g <V IR ©
c U b = WO 2 o
- DA , 4+ O
(7,30 VI ( ot GO A B
[ | e B I 2
(77 I B R R
w o 3mA oLl
wd 0L VL X e
<} o O
e ) 3P U e W)U
(SN A o I I ] [
O ¢ # r1 £ W 2o
2 W ad I B [V ]
WU N ey ou
(L Q MRS |
Q (SR /] . i
U RS A
PESN © B o B W ¥ ot U
Q6 Y
TG I Mo RO LR A
O 41 i) s, N
o~ @
O bs 22 O 42 O
[\ Y] €« [P N S ¢
3o O O EELN]
[0 IS TR = I V)
W YR I I S IR
[7TINE RN R O LR PO O B
e G O b «
£ 0% bwrrl W MU S
[(URE S b wlord O
PETERCIN 1] I SRR U N ELTR Y o
w o G i [ARTH
e ke O 4244 UL
(=24 I O RPN U |
(o] (YIRS - ul
R S -
3w (6
[P £
[V B ) 33
[7/ 0 SR & B 2
(3] [
TR J ) i
R R A o
13 ~) S
(W] [EN
[N B . Eul
Wosved ol
ot QO Lol
w O I (4
W [
RO I (LI us
[ IR ST | R
CR B B (3
[ (8]
. e b A
B VI IO b
1. %t .
LN T U
[ IR B -

neec

you

if

Ynow

Q
ti
3
(U]
—i
=
[
(]
u)
(V]
32
)
p |
(]
ri
43
ot
K
L
W
| 3
O -
- @
(8]
13 I 4
[
E R
[N/
al ri
/]
[7]]
IR O\
(9]
(I ]
vl O
N
R
[ N
[T |
o a

| 3
(4]
o
b
or
—i
L
[
v
ad
34 L
e
el
[
[C RNV
[ S

RECEIVED - EpA

(& ]]

;;TE 13 fl:;\s:_‘ A

"
)

‘A



27T W S ccaninicatic
T NMessachusetts
- JEs L SR SN T
¢t Wetirzl Heritage
eSS Praors ©
:f( g ook LA ggxchTl
re -~

Ly, Dievic A, Fierrce

Jirecter, Veter renecerent Division

U.E. ZInvironmentel Protection Agency

c.7T. lernmecy Fecerel EBuilding

Ecewcorn, LE Q2203 RE! Priority Wetlends

Deer lr. Fierre,

I would like to respond to your letter of this spring to Dennis
Velineif ©f the leture Conservency, regarding the listing of
criecrity wetliands in New Englend.

) in

vou mey know, the lesseachusetis Nzturel Heritege Program was
red in 1978 through & cocperetive effort of the Neture

cervency end the Commonwealth of liassuchusetts,
p...—&

9 0Oy
te {n O 8]
13 u..r 10 '1 ’l
| B ¢ ]

~

The Progrer,

¢t cf the MNessachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife,
stetewicde inventory of razre plents znd esnimels and

iZicent ecologicel comnunities. OQOur dete bese includes over

20 nepped znd corputerized records of these rere “elernents™

& conetently being expended through the work of the staff

et end zoclegiet, end contrect erployees end cooperators.
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Thecse cete on the lecetiona, hebitats, essocieted species,
-hreets, znd renesgerent needs of rzre egpecies end nztural
ccrrunities wre used in a veriety of resecrch, environnental
review, £nd plenning ectivities. &5 rere wildlife snd vegetetion
tre conesidered vealusble indicetors cf pristine or sensitive
hebitets, &8 well &2s intrinsically vealusble, we frequently
recornrend eress pinpointed on our USGS topogrephic maps for land
zequisition or other protection messures, through town open spuce
plenning, noninations to create or enlarge state-owned .
rcservetions or perke, designetions of criticel resource eress on

cubliczlly owned lends, stzte Ares of Critictl Environrentiel
Concern precposcls, etc.

Ve heve estimeted thet ebout <0% of ell rere especies in
leessechusette occur in, or depend on, wetland hebitete. On the
besis of cur dete, we could reconnend neny wetland types end
zpecific eites for speciel protecition. We would like to mention
the following two &5 exerples:
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Nr. D.A. Fierreae
Page Two

The Schenob Erocok end Dry Brook system in Sheffield,
essachusetts provides hebitet for no fewer then 25 occurrences
of rere plants and &nimels, including several species listed es
Encdangered by the lHassachusetts Division of Fisheries and
Wildlife. Every year, new discoveries of state-listed species
indicate thet this area is of increasing importance and is one of
the top three calcareous wetlands in the state.

A second exarple of & wetlend type of greect irmportance is the
Coestel Plein Pondshore cormnunity. The shores of these kettle
ponds, found in Plynouth and on Cepe Cod, support over 20 species
of rere plants, meny of recionel znd sore of nationel rerisy.

We would be heppy to provide detziled information on these or
other wetland types or specific sitegs. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions, or if we can be of furiher
assistance.

Sincerely,

%canuL.Y“kLkua*d

Joenne Michaud
Snvircarnentel Reviewer

JM/m
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“his letter is in response to your July 17

y 1986 correspendence
rezzrliing revigions to EPA's 1ist of Pricrity Vetlancds for New England.
S, iilcelly, you heve recuested the DECI Division ¢©f VWetlands end Weter-
""" ¢ to review the existing list for accuracy and completeness, and suggest

=ny neeced changes.

Our coxments include:

1 General Listing
Ceonsider including wetlends icdentified as critical habitat
fcr rere znd endangered species. Most, if not all, New England
states heve identiiiec plant and &nimzl species thet are rare,
néa "ered or threatened within their r

respective juriséictions.
er of these species zre cderpendent on wetiand habitat.

g M
U‘m

2. sreewicde Listings

Consider including certain wetland systems surrounding

Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts. This area is the site of increas-
ing develcprent pressure which can lead to degradaticn of wetland
nztitzr, specifiicelly non-vegetatel wetiand cemmurnities, e.g.
ticel flate and subm erged tiéel lends. 1In zddition, the Bay is
currently the focus of a fecerzl-state-local planning progran

to develep ar Envircnmmentel Master Plan icr the EBay.

Concsicder including certain wetland systems in the
Berkehire Mountains arez of Massachusetts. While lzrge areas of
these western counties in Massachusetts zre in public ownership
for conservation purposes, intensive rezl estate development
pressure is currently focused on the remzining underdeveloped,
vnprotected lend. These lands include wetland systems of

reérticularly sensitivity such &s tozs ené mountein stream habitats.



Consider inel: river svstems In Massachusetts
vhich gre curren:zls £ pesz, the sub‘fect of
lend menziemsnt pl Zinz the State Scenic
Rivers Program and the g Program. These planning
preograms oZten incluce > icel wezlandé netitats;
the results of these p aiic hould be mere Iully inte:zre
with Zederal regulztcry activities.

Soecific Swvsten Ligting

Consider including Belle Isle arsh in Besten, Revere, and
Winshrop Massachusetts. This urban salt marsh svysten is one of
the last relatively 1 1

zrgze salt marshes in Boston Harbor. Vhile a
portion of this svstem is now in public ownership and all of the
salt mersh is protected by stringent state regulations, enforce-
ment remains a precblem. Specifically, numerous private properties
which abut the marsh svstem can result in activities that are
relatively small but, nevercheless, creats cumulative adverse
impacts cver a long period of tive.

()
m
n.
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New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions

54 Portsmouth Street Concerd, NH 032301 (603) 224-7867

July 31, 1986

is~rg, Director
z gement Division
: rei Building RE:
tosten, MA 02203

(3]

List of Priority Wetlands
Deer Fr. Fierra:

I eam not &t &ll sure how the NHACC should respond to your request for
comments on the List of Pr10r1ty Wetlands you sent earlier this month. The
ccoy you sent here did not include Appendix I1l, which ap rreers to contain
Fegicn I's reaction to this federally mengeted listing, so I &m relying on the
stztement in the introduction "...it is & list of Known or suspected trouble
spcts in our region”. .Thet is, the suggestions for possible expansion of the
ereswide list are aress which appear threztened rather than areas of highest

(r‘w

intrinsic value compared to other WKH wetlands or waterbodies.
Sugzesticns:

’

. Areézvide

- Great tay, Little Bay and the Piscetaqua River - (Dover, Madbury,
urizm, hevmarket, Strathem, Greenland, Newington, Portsmouth in Rockingham
¢ Strefford COLwtxes) Estuarxne syste1 in high ¢rowth area (non-residential
' veegr-round and seascnal residentizl davelopn=nt) The NH Coastal Program
$fice ¢f State Planning, 2 1/2 Beecon St, Cocncord, NH 03301 (603) 271-2155]
oplied to extend the Program to this area and has assembled available
ra ion on the arez in support of the epplication.
- Scuthern Sirefford County - add to the SE New Hampshire category now
covering Hillsborough, Rockinghem and Merrimeck Counties. Strafford County is
listed with Sulliven as having areas of particular concern for fish and
~fv:1;f . 1 see no problem with thet listing, but suggest that the 3 county
isting is intended to highlight the erea of the stete that is experiencing

greztest growth pressures; southern Sirafford County is part of this area
s wall.
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2. WKatershed (1 think, but possibly specific system)

- Lzke Umdbegog (Errol, with a bit in Cerbricge; Coos County, NH and
) This lake has almost no developm ent end is an outstending wildlife
. The Audubon Society of NH, hH Wetural Heritage Inventory, and the
for the Protection of NH Forests cen provide documentation on species
The current threat is from & hycropower project in Maine which will
CtUé»lng water levels. There was a proposal to mine diatomaceous
- the bed o7 the leke, which wes stcpped, at least temporerily, by
2 ftrmv CCE {uncer the Rivers eng rarbors Act, réther than 404, 1 believe).
Two1s cifficult e sey Whelther eny TuiuTe ; osals might nead 404 permits,

[ I =



, unlike the areas suggsst
carier 10 conpcr=b1e wezer
:, sxnye I can't thirk ©
shculd be listed as en imfce

& comparable

C o
r todies in kK.
ro2nt area,

(L.O...D... Cb.»

weter body...)

d above, it hzs environmszntal and habitzt

is orobebly the
In any event,

values
Wrong
it

3. Areas of concern which may or may not be eppropriately included somawhere

on the list:

- NH lakes in general and the larger ones in particuler.
s on the watershed list (p. 39, spslled incorrectly);

g-rsar
LE‘E
still perceived as the most threatened.
Winn
_de.
sim
far
re
Perheps size might be a cr1ter1a...

Winnipesaukee
it wes the first
perceived to be threatsned by the "galloping condominium" phencmsnen and
(One of +the reasons for this is the
ipesaukee Basin Sswage System, whose availability allows greatly increased
elopment density.) However, other large lakes are beginning to percelve
ilar pressures, notably Sunapee and Newfound, and tc a lesser extent (so

) Squam and Winnisquam. Should this concern about lakes in general be
flected somehow? If one were to include "the Lakes Region waterbodies"

2 Sunazes in hew London, «ewbury, énd Sunapee would not be inclugzd.

On the other hand, fill 1s not often proposed; dredge proposals to remove
djzceni wetliands ”Lnucr.er1ﬂg with swimming anc¢ boating are much more

H]
cem=sn. Even if other lazkes were listed,
T

ixely to be outside the jurisciction of £04...

renSsm

¢, Gne finzl suggcestion: Have you sent your list

Irvesniory for comments?

03321 (603) 2245-6545 pbut will b2 muvlng T¢ DRED somstime scon.
+r2 have foung scme rare mussels in the

porsions of the Connecticut River are of particular concern...

Sincerely yours,

Y77

Marjory M. Sw ne
Executive Director

the impacting prejects would be

to the hn Naturel Heritega
Thay are still at 54 Porismouth St., Conceord,
I know that
sy periicn of the state and that

b



e Nature Conservancy

Vermont Field Office
bQ \Nain Street
Montpelier, Vermont 03572
(832)229-4425

rucust 11, 1886

Dzvid A. Fierra

Tnited States Invironmental Protection Agency
J.F. Kennedy Federal Building

Boston, MA 02203

e have enclesed &an updated list of priorlty wetlands and
~=cdies. Given the dezdline of August 10 &nd our busy suxmer

vete

gchedule, we scrazkled to cozpile this list. There are numerous

edditionel sites essccizted with ecologicezlly sicnificant aress

which eventually shculd reke their way to this list,

Plezcse let us knovw if any cuestions need to be answered

regzréing our most recent sukmission.
Sincerely, 4422 J&AJZ€¢¢
Karec R. Deslleules
Coordinator, Vermont
Natural Heritzge Progream

I=D/clb

cnel.

€C: <Elizabeth Thompson, Botanist
Vermont Netural Feritage Freogren
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W HAMPSHIRE FISH AND GANME DEPARTMENT

34 Bridge Stree:
Concoard. NJH. 03301
K23 271-3521

August 4, 1986

Cevid A. Fierre, Director

Water Manzgement Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Fegion 1

J.F.K, Federal Building

Boston, Ma. 02203

Dezr Mr. Fierra:

Thank you for the opportunity to revise and update the List of
Pricritv Wetlands for New England, specifically New Hampshire. The following
recommended changes are amendments to the April 1985 list of priority
wetlands in New Hazpshire, provided at your reguest.

In Section III1 A: General Listing please include in rivers identified
by TwS as Key Rivers in Their Atlantic Selmon Resotration Program, the
Penigewasset River. In the Watershed Listing please include the Exeter
a2né Lemprey Rivers. Their anadrozious runs are in possible jeopardy
irom hydro development. In the Specifiic Systems listings, please include
Lake Umbageg and the Great Bay Estuary and its tidal wetlends. Lake
Umbagog is in jeopardy from hydro developzment and twice has been targeted
for diztomaceous earth dredging. The Great Bay Estuary and tidal wetlands
is being subjected to industrial and residential growth pressures.

1f you have any questions, you mzy contact Fisheries and Wildlife
Ecclogist, William Inghem, Jr. at (603) 271-2501.

..

Sincereldy,

Allen F. Crab:oree
Executive Director

WCI/AFC/jak



T RECTUL ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

NMANAGINIINT COUNCIL

August B, 1986

omme

—evic A, rFierre

Director, \Water Mznagement Division

United Stetes Environmental Protection Agency
~egicn |

J. F. Kennedy Federal Building

Eoston, Mass, 02203

C!

gar Mr, Fierre:

n reference to your letier received in this office July 17, 1886, the following are
tzo inclusions based on cur staff biologist review of the materiel you submitted:

Cozstal Ponds

cestel ponds o’ Elock lslend (Town of New Shoreham), not presently under
any siate muement plan:
l.

ezt Salt Pond 32 5 Oy O Q../k CAALSN AR O “-‘ Wtk
rbor Pond I

rims Pond ?\‘V\‘ ~
. Wash Pond

5, Sachem Pend

E. Trusiom's Pond [8.K.)

7. Reund Pond {Tiv.)

E. Shipcove Pong  (Tiv.)

‘eterfowl Habitat

Possible inclusions for black duck and canvesback habitat are:

{. Grezt Creek Szit Marsh (Jamestown)

2. Col. Willie Cove (Westerly)

3. Sheffield Cove [Jamestown)

4, Mill Creek {North Kingstown)

Ado:

Coastal Wetlands in Greenwich Bay - particularly Mary's Creek System ~ Important

to shelifish management area productivity/lsrval fish development. Threatened
by Deveicpment.

100 Acre Cove/Barrington River Wetiands - important to shelifish management area/
larval fish/threatened avian species,



t'=nd A, Fierra

Cirector. Water Management Division
August B, 1986

Pzge Two

. 41 \Woed/Pawecatuck watershed [X-Ref, to p.4)

Note: - Resource value includes RIDEM Fish & Wildlife management for Atlantic
salmon restoration. only watercourse in R.l. for this,

Regulation of activity on the Pawcatuck River is both R.l. (east shores) and CT
(west shores)l.

Threats to resource include marina development and water quality, particularly
commercial and industrial discharges.

p. 44 Pettaquamscutt Watershed

cre: Resources include eastern oyster (RIDEM Shelifish Mgt, Areal.
Threats to rescurce include failure of existing septic systems, perticularly east
shores, Mettatuxet area.
Under comments, this watershed is presently in draft stages for a special area
management plan by CRMC and has been subject to a development mcratorium
since Sept. 1883,

Fosziple inclusions under Watershed category:

. KWickemuit River (tcwns Bristol znd Warrenl—anacramous resourcs, potentis)
for state mensgement: includes rather extensive sait marsh areas: rescurce threat
nredaminently residential development.

2. Potowomut River [towns Werwick and N. Kingstownl—potential anadramous
312 wate~fowl resource: low intensity uss estuary inciudes a g=ocd properticn of
zalt marsh,

Trznk you for the opportunity to comment on this matter,
Sincerely yours,

Q\‘N’\\'QN@L )

Grover J. Fugate, Executive Director
Coastal Resources Management Council

BJF/jv
fw ~
A /\
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segust €, 1686
Tzl A, TleTre, Tirecter

wzter Mznegezent Division

T. §. Eovironrmentel Protection Agency, Region 1

J. T. Kenmedy Tecderel Eidg.

Zceten, Mezssachusetts 02203

Tegar ¥t, Tierra:

Your letter concerning list of Briority Wetlands arrived in late July
ivet pricr to my being away for two weeks. Since my return I contacted Dr.
Cerl Pagel of the Vermo=nt Depa”tment cf Weter Resources, vwho is actively

exgegeé in wetlend endeavors for Verzomt.,

Dr. Pegel implied that the Agency
hzs been so busy trying to protect wetlands in Vermont that they haven't
been eble to concentrate on an inverntory.

towever, In looking over the inventory you sent to me I can 2dd these
cc—ents a2bout some wetiancfs in Verment I enm feziliesr with.
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dja.ent to Shelburne Poad should be included in the
Among other va1Les it is of archeoclogical interest.
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E. Sennette rensen
N v e s Professcr of Zoolegy
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.- Etate of Vermont AGENCY OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

.7‘._-‘} DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
i = 111 Wer S:.—ccr 0 283 N. Main Street
Estex Jeo VT (2222

arre, VT (3641
(802 £28-245¢

Z B{ Poniang Smeer
L. 10‘:'!':5\.') VT (88:i¢
(EO L 748-E787

simc Vo e
evc Feewe, 8NC ReECrect o7

cr Fesnarces & Eny cemvemie B onesnt:
Fittsfors, VT Q2T€3
tural Feourcer Sonservatien Coune, 1802, 4832300
tuguss €, 1€:¢

Yr. Lavid A. Tierre, Director
water Meznagenmert Division
U.S. EZnvironmentel Protection 4igercy
regicn 1
J.F. Kennedy Federal Building
Bceston, MA 02203

Deer Mr. Fierre:

Thaos ou for veour recent letter t: the Verzcnt Fish end Wildlife
z concerning  the current uvzcete of the List cf Pricrity
L r - Ingland. Please note that we have za new

C ve E. Wright, for whecm this response is being

eving the materiels relative to Vermont, (excerpts

re¢ 2nd enclcsed separately) I Zfcund that several of our
pertant wetlend areas and river systems for wildlife and
¢ries were not included. Attached is a list of additional

end svstems, prirmarily rivers and lakeside marshes, which

1¢ be added to the E.P.A, listing for Vermont. Their locations
shcwn on Figure III-! of vour report (attached).
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et me know if J can be of sdditionzl essistance.

Sincerely,

et R g Ln D

Thecmas R. Myers
State Waterfowl Biologist

¢c: Eenijgmin W, Dey, Director of Wildlife
Carl Pzgel, State Wetlands Coordinestor
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g.P.A. LIST OF PRIORITY WETLANDS FOR NEV ENGLAND

tdditional listings of important wildlife and fisheries related
wetlands for Vermont.

v}. Lake Champlain-lakeside marshes and river delta wetlands

along eastern shore of Lake Champlair.

o 2. Lake Charmplain-the "Narrows", Riverine type wetlands
' comprising southern portion of Lake Chanmplain
from Benson Landing, south.
3. Missisquoi River-river and adjacent wetlands

4L, Lamoille River-river and adjacent wetlands

(V1]

Winooski River-river and adjacent wetlands

6. Little Ctter Creek-river and adjacent wetlands
7. Otter Creek-river and adjacent wetlands

§. East Creek-river and adjacent wetlands

9. Lake Memphremagog-lakeside marshes, especially those of
South Bavy.

/10, Lake Memphremagog-Elack, Barton and Clyde Rivers

11, White River and its tributaries(anadramous salmon restora-

tion program).



. State _of Vermont

'.E——‘»; —d . P
Ulmimrs AGENCY OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
- Montpelier, Vermont 03602
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
Ceporiment £ Sag= 2ng Vh:idti‘e
Dergrrment o0 Fotess, Parws, and Recreen.on
Teoerirment o Mater Ressurces & Envirormenta’ Engineenng

Cezne Geoiosist
heture Eescurte: Conservetion Counci

rugust 11, 1986

Devicd A. Flerra, Director
!aragemen; D*vzslon
Environmental Protection Agency
n 1l

.F.K. Fecderael Building

oston, LKA £22063
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Dear ¥r. Fierra:
I anm responding to your reguest for assistance from the
Verment in revising your List of Priority Wetlands.

€ alec have received a reply from our State Waterfowl
Thcomas Myers.
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vers hzs added Vermont's wmost importéent wetlands to
t., Certainly there are cther valuable wetlands in

but I am hesitant to adcé to the list for two reasons.
am uvncertain of just what constitutes a “priority

" Your mailing provides some guidance but the selection
guite subjective. I am not sure how far to go.
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Seconély, 2 listing of this nature can not be completed

:lly. Your material only recently reached my desk. To do a
reugh job I would want enough time to solicit reviews and

jorving within the time avallable, I feel Mr.
easonably complete.

Myers' list is
Should a2 mocre in-depth effort be ‘needed in the future, I
would be happy to participate, given 2 little more time and

geteil. In the interim, I trust that Mr. Fyers' revision is
cifiicient.

S;n"etely.
RJééfzck Wentwdigﬁz:v
Asst. Director of Fisheries
Fu/tig/3T

€. Carl Przel, Stete Wetlands Cosrdinator
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v, Dzvié A. Fierrz, Directer

teter Nanegement Division

U.S. Invirenzental Prctection Rgency
. FKennecdy Federal 3uilding
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e
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Thznk you for veur letter ccncerning the cu

t ~uesticn of
cesigreting irmportant wetlands under 404 (c) and Section 230.80 of
cme TI2 404(d) (1) cuidelines.

e T zz sure Vvou are awzre, the Vermcnt General Zsserbly
=»is year enzcted a law for the protecticn of wetlands. Under
t=zs lzw the W

;ater Resources Board is to cdevise a process by
v=ich to cesicrnzte those wetlands which are so significant that
tney rerit protection by the stzte. The Department is presently
verring on policies and rules vith the Water Rescurces Board with
t+me coczl of cesignating wetlands for public consideratien.

Tn view of this cn-going process we would prefer leaving
cime fcr the Boexrd and the public to make thelr preferences known
zpout which wetlands they consider to be significant, rather than
Zcr the Departirent to prejudge this process. Vhen the
cdecicration process is complete this information may further your
werk on zdvenced identification of important wetlands.

-+ is also our feeling that sites shculd not be designated
pursuent to the process which you describe without an opportunity
Zor the public in the area of concern to formally comment on your
c:oposalé. I1f ycu feel it is necessary to designate sites in
Terzont in zdvance of actions by the Water Resources Board vwe
wi1] eseist you in identifying parties who should be contacted as
cart of a putlic hezring notification process.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your work.

Sincerely,
{ —FH e
iWYE L. Clough, Director
Water Quality Divisien
T1C/SEE/VID

- e P onac. bma Il aacdmend st

Cucimal 2l IQs  Inknchury
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ADD2 Pond, VT (p. 119
Aiton Boz, M (p. 45)
anzdvoaes Zieh, ME (p, 20)
zzn Cree, CT (p. ©
Back xiver, CT (p.
Rarvingion R

Bzizr F
b !
2n, CT
‘zr. 5, 43, 61, £7, 95, 108)

Braziford iMountain Sweamp, CT (p. 10)

Brijs Brodt Estuary, CT (p. 11)

Bazzard's By, MA (p. 63)

Caribzu Poz, T (p. 49)

Lake Champlain, VI (p. 111)

Charmd R0z, “Z (p. 46)

Cnicharing Roz, VT (p. 112)

Cozst21 Plain Pondsiore ComTunity, Md (p. 57)
Coclizto River, MA (p. 64)

Cogincheas River, CT (p. 12)

Colghestar Bog, VT (p. 113)

Congarunld ses and Bog, My (p. 65)
Cennasticut Xiver, CT,MA,NH,VI(pp.13,66,81,114)
Cepps Poni and Copps Pord Marsh, NH (p. 82)
Cornvall Swemp, VI (D, 115)

Deai Creel darsh, VI (p. 116)

Dorsszat Mzrsh, VT (p. 117)

drinting water (pp. 4, 41, 59, 77, 93, 107)
Dry Rrook, M3 (p. 73)

éucts (»vn. 1, 37, 56, 91)

Donsten River, ME (p. 47)

East Crees Marsh, VT (p. 118)

East River, CT (p. 14)

Eelgrass bads, Mt (p. 39)

Essex River, MA (p. 67)

Exater River, N4 (p. 83)

Farmill River, CT (p. 15)

Farmington River, CT (p. 16)
Fifield Pond Bog, VT (p. 119)
French River, mMa (p. 68)
Franklin Bog, VT (p. 120)
Glastonbury, CT (p. 31)
Great Bay Estuary, NH (p. 87)
Great Cedar Swamp, MA (p. 69)
Great Meadows, CT (p. 17)
Grecriwich Ray, RI (p. 96)
groundwater,CT (p. 6)
Hammrnass: tt Marshes,
Yem>ton, HH (p. 78)

S

[P

CT (p. 18)

Hartford County, CT (p. 2)
Hockarock Swamp, MA (p. 70)

Hoosic River, MA (p. T1)

Ysusztonic River, CT, MA (pp. 19, 72)
Hun3red Azre Cove, NH (p. 97)
impounimants (pp. 4,41,59,77,93,107)
Intervale, \T (p. 121)

Kickemait River, RI (p. 98)

Lemprey Rivar, NH (p. 84)

Little Ray Estuary, WH (p. 87)
Little Narragansett Bay, CT (p. 20)
long Pord Swamp, VT (p. 122)
Ionsdale Marshes, RI (p. 99)
¥zttabessatt -River, CT (p. 21)

Lake Memphremegog, VI (p. 123)
Msnunketesuck River, CT (p. 22)
Merrimack Rivsr, MA, NH (pp. 73, 85)
Miamus River, CT (p. 23)

iiddlesex County, CT (p. 2, 3)
Missisguoi Marsh, VT (p. 12%4)
Mystic River, CT (p. 25)

Molly Rog, VT (p. 125)

Moore Brook, CT (p. 24)

Massup River, RI (p. 100)

New Hampshire, southeast (p. 79)
Nsw Haven Harbor, CT (p. 26)

North Hampton, NH (p. 78)

North Mill Pond, NH (p. 86)

0l1d Orchiard Bzach, ME (p. 48)

Orono Bog, ME (p. 49)

Oyster River, CT (p. 27)

Palm2r River, RI (p. 101)
Pataguansett River Estuary, CT (p. 23)
Pawcatuck River, RI (p. 102)
Pawtuxet River, RI (p. 103)
Peacham Bog, VI (p. 126)
peatlands, ME (pp. 38, 44)
Penobecot River, ME (p. 50)
Pettaquomscott River, RI (p. 104)
Pine Creek, CT (p. 29)

Pine River, MA (p. 74)
Piscatajua River, NH (p. 87)
Potowonut River, RI (p. 103)
Potts Rog, RI (p. 106)

Povmal Bog, VT (p. 127)

rachel Carson MR, ME (p. 54)
Revere River, MA (p. 74)
Robbins Swamp, CT (p. 30)

Rocky Hill, CT (p. 31)



Route 128, MA (p. 60)

Poute 495, MA (p. 60)

Rutland County, VT (p. 109)

Rye, NH (p. 78)

Saco Heath, ME (p. 51)

Salisbury Swamp, VT (p. 128)
Salt Pords, RI (p. 92)

Sancdbar Marsh, VT (p. 129)
Saugus River, MA (p. 74)
Caugatuck River, CT (p. 32)
Scanton Bog, VT (p. 130)
Scarb>orough River, ME (p. 47)
Schenob Brook, MA (p. 75)
Seaylane Basin, MA (p. 74)
sole-source aguifers, MA, RI (pp. S8, 9¢)
Sguz~ble Brook, CT (p. 33)

till River, CT (p. 34)

Sucrzr Brook, CT (p. 33)

Sujar River, NH (p. 88)

Sunkhaze Bog, ME (p. 52)
Sw~eedens Swarp, MA (p. 76)
Thares River, CT (p. 35)
tidal/freshwater transition zones, Mg (p. 42)
lake Umbag@o ME, NH (ppo 53. 89)
Verncn Black Gum Swamp, VT (p. 131)
West Rutland Marsh, VT (p. 132)
Wethzrsfield Mealdows, CT (p. 31)
Windsor County, VT (p. 109)

lake Winnipesauke, NH (p. 90)
Voo¢ Rivar, RI (p. 102)

York River, ME (p. 55)



