*. food and fiber. - The agricultural community is a vital sector of the nation’s

- American farmers and ranchers provide our nation with an abundance of

economy that can benefit from wetland protection and restoration. This fact
‘sheet provides valuable information concerning agricultural activities and

wetland protection.

WHAT IS A WETLAND?

‘ S(_)ils are saturated for varyirig periods
* - of time during the gl‘owing‘seast)n. ”
Wetland soils contain little orno
oxygen, and as a result only support
plants adapted to such q'()nditions.

. Cottonwoods, cattails, rushes, willows
and sedges are examples of wetland :
plants typieally.found in areas of the

:  Northern Great Plairis and Rocky
i —— ' Mountain regions. The-types' of
= , ' wetlands found in these regions
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Wetlands are diverse and complex -
ecosystems that have many functions
and values For instance, wetlands

- A'wetland is an area of land where the

include prairie potholes, riparian areas

(wet areas near - ~ ground water.

would like to learn - - for livestock. In addition, they

: - wildlife, including many.
contact the Soil Conservation Service -
orthe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servicein .~~~ = ;
' ¥ -+ Wetlands and their associ- -
FUNCTIONS AND VALUES - - valuable places for recre-
: ation. People hunt, fish, -
boat, hike and bird-watch

enhance water quality by absorbing

and filtering harmful sediments,
nutrients.and other pollutants that can
contaminate surface and ground '
water. It addition, wetlands are an
important source of surface and

~ ground water, providing for agricul-

tural needs. Wetlands increase water
availability by absorbing water during

- wet seasons and gradually rcfleasing it

during dry seasens.- Similarly, wet-

lands help prevent floods due.to their.

abili_ty to hold large votuimes of water,
releasing it'slowly into surface and :

With proper mdnagement, ~
wetlands can also sup_pl_y'forage

provide food sources-and other
habitat needs for a variety of

species of waterfowl.

ated open space are also

in wetland areas:.




TECHNICAL AND
* FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

~Several incentives exist-to assist th_e"

agricultural community with.regard to -

wetland protection and restoration.”

Leasing wetlands to hunters.and bird-
watchers, for example, offers finaneial
incentive to preserve wetlands. The

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Soil -

Conservation Service, Ducks Unlim-
ited, the State Fish and Game Agency :
-and USDA are appropriate-agencies to

. contact if you are-interested in

‘financial and technical assistance.

WHAT FARMERS AND
- RANCHERS
, - NEED TO KNOW
- The main toolgoveming wetland
; prOLe»cLion is-Section 404 of the
nation’s Glean Water Act. Section 404

regulates the discharge of dredged and -
fill material into the waters of the U.S., -
-mcludmg most wetlands. Section 404 .

bLabhshes a permlt program to
ensure that any discharges- comply -
with set standards. The U.S. Army:

~ Corps of Engineers and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency jointly

" administer this permitting process.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service*and 5

state é’genc’ies have, advisory reles.:

If you are planning to impact wetlands
-on your land, contact the Corps of
Engineers office in your area and ask

- about the permitting~ré(1uirem(mts that

may be applicable 10 your project.
_Failure to obtain the necessary 404
permit is subject to severe penalties.

- Farming and ranching activities

generally exempt from ‘%ebtion 404 '

include ongoing; normal farmmg

operatlons such as plowing, seeding, -

-cultivating and drainage maintenance. =~ -

In addition, maintenance and con-

. struction of irrigation ditches, stock
~ ponds:and farm roads are exempt.
. Activities which convert wetlands for
such uses are typically not exempt..

- The Swampbuster provision of the

- Food Security Act of 1985 is-another -

* regulation that relates dlrecLly tothe .
agricultural commumty Thls prowsxon

denies federal farm beneﬂLb Lo any

" person who converts a wetland after

December.23, 1985. Conversion
includes drammg filling, levelmg

: dr(,dgmg or any other practice for the -
‘ purpose of growing Lommodlty Crops. -

- Wetlands converted before Deeember -
23, 1985 are exempt from Swamp—

" - buster regulation. Contact yourlocal

Soil Conservation Service-office for

~ additional information.
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