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An Environmental Assessment of the referenced project has been prepared by the

U S Environmental Protection Agency EPA in consultation with the U S Department
of Transportation Federal Highway Administration FHWA and the U S Department
of Transportation Federal Transit Administration FTA collectively referred to as the

Federal Agencies The document was made available for public inspection as

announced in public notices and comments were invited from all interested parties
Subsequent to the availability of the Environmental Assessment and the comment period
an updated Environmental Assessment was prepared by EPA and has been furnished to

FHWA and FTA with the recommendation for a Finding ofNo Significant Impact

The Federal Agencies after reviewing the revised Environmental Assessment find
that the project will have no significant impact on the human or natural environment No

significant impacts on air and water quality or on ambient noise levels are expected The

project is consistent with local plans and will not divide or disrupt a community The

project will have no effect on threatened and endangered species or any resources

regulated by Section 4 f of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966



The Finding of No Significant Impact is based on the revised Environmental

Assessment which has been evaluated by the Federal Agencies and determined to

adequately and accurately discuss the environmental issues and effects of the proposed
project The Environmental Assessment was revised based upon comments from federal

state and local agencies as well as private citizens and neighborhood groups Most of

the changes to the Environmental Assessment document additional commitments that

have been developed in response to neighborhood concerns about traffic impacts The

Environmental Assessment also provides sufficient evidence and analysis for determining
that an Environmental Impact Statement is not required The Federal Agencies take full

responsibility for the accuracy scope and content of the Environmental Assessment
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

FOR

17th STREET EXTENSION

[GDOT PROJECT NH 7141 00 900 P I NUMBER 714190]

AND

ATLANTIC STEEL REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

FULTON COUNTY GEORGIA

SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS

The following is a summary of the environmental commitments of the public and

private entities involved with the 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project

Groundwater Hazardous Materials

• The Georgia Department of Natural Resources DNR approved a remediation

plan for the Atlantic Steel site that requires a groundwater interception system to

collect and contain groundwater on site Jacoby Atlantic Redevelopment L L C

JAR or its successor will monitor and treat intercepted groundwater if required

prior to discharge to the City of Atlanta sewer system The remediation plan

requires that redevelopment and construction provide permanent engineered
barriers to exposure in the form of new structures pavement concrete and or soil

cover

• The City of Atlanta and Georgia DNR approved a conservation easement holding
JAR responsible for implementing the approved remediation plan The easement

has been prepared in order to assure that the necessary engineering and

institutional controls are maintained in perpetuity

Water Quality Wetlands

• The proposed project will comply with all federal state and local stormwater

design standards The proposed development will provide detention facilities to

reduce the peak runoff from the post development condition to less than or equal
to the pre development conditions An additional stormwater detention capacity of

approximately 20 will be provided by JAR as part of its stormwater design to

assist the City in the management of flows to the Tanyard Creek Combined Sewer

Overflow Treatment Facility

• Remediation of the Atlantic Steel site is expected to impact approximately 3 75

acres of wetlands Mitigation for these impacts includes off site stream restoration

by JAR or its designee in the City of Atlanta Fulton County
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Transportation Features

• Several communities in the project area expressed concerns about the cumulative

traffic increases resulting not only from this project but from other new

development in the area that is already occurring or that would occur in the future

Through meetings with the Atlanta Neighborhood Planning Unit for this area

along with individual meetings with the neighborhood civic associations a number

of measures were developed to address these community concerns The following
is a short summary of the measures

~ Zoning Commitments Specific zoning conditions for the Atlantic Steel

site were included to address the surrounding neighborhoods concerns

Condition 4 of the zoning for the site requires JAR to work with the City
of Atlanta Home Park and Loring Heights to limit cut through traffic in

these neighborhoods Condition 23 of the zoning for the site requires JAR
to develop a transportation management plan that will attempt to reduce

single occupancy vehicle trips to and from the site

~ Transportation Control Measure TCM1 Commitments The Atlantic Steel

TCM requires monitoring by JAR of the site design and transportation

performance of the redevelopment project during build out The TCM

includes four site design criteria and four transportation performance

targets which collectively make certain that the site is built out to

encourage alternatives to single occupancy vehicle trips and minimize

vehicle miles traveled

~ Additional Neighborhood Commitments

Home Park and Loring Heights Atlantic Steel Brownfield Area and Tax

Allocation District Number Two BATAD 2 promotes maximum use of

alternative transportation modes to minimize congestion and creates a

financing tool for transportation and other infrastructure to improve and

connect major activity centers If cut through traffic is determined to be

excessive in Home Park or Loring Heights attributed to the Atlantic Steel

redevelopment or surrounding areas appropriate BATAD 2 funds would

be utilized to study and implement measures to limit cut through traffic

All monies and expenditures would be managed by the Atlanta

Development Authority and the City of Atlanta

Ansley Park In response to concerns from the Ansley Park Civic

Association APCA and many citizens of the neighborhood about

projected increases in traffic volumes a specific agreement has been

entered into by and between the APCA Georgia Regional Transportation
Authority GRTA Georgia Department of Transportation GDOT the

City of Atlanta and JAR The purpose of this agreement is to establish a

mechanism for the continued study of traffic in Ansley Park as a result of

the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment project and other developments in the

Midtown Atlanta area The agreement includes guaranteed financial

commitments for the implementation of traffic calming and control

measures that are identified as a result of separate studies both internal
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and external to the Ansley Park neighborhood The agreement has been

duly executed and constitutes a valid and binding agreement enforceable

in accordance with the laws of the State of Georgia and in any court of

competent jurisdiction

Air Quality

• Redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel site will include a monitoring program

consisting of site design criteria and transportation performance targets to ensure

that the redevelopment is designed and built with elements that encourage

alternatives to single occupancy vehicle trips and that the project will perform in

ways to lower vehicle miles traveled and associated emissions

Noise

• Construction equipment will be required to have factory installed mufflers or their

equivalents in good working order during the life of the construction contracts

• Construction where feasible will take place primarily during the less noise

sensitive daylight hours to avoid impacts during the hours associated with sleep

Cultural Resources

• The roadbed of Hemphill Avenue may contain buried trolley tracks and the area

beneath or alongside Hemphill Avenue may contain original water pipes
associated with the National Register listed Atlanta Waterworks Hemphill Avenue

Station During project construction a qualified archaeological consultant would

monitor any construction and subsurface activities that are to occur along
Northside Drive in the vicinity of Hemphill Avenue

• The Atlantic Steel site has been identified as eligible for listing in the National

Register of Historic Properties Cleanup and redevelopment of the site would have

an adverse effect on this resource Mitigation for impacts to this resource includes

1 development of large format black and white photographs of the site as it

existed prior to redevelopment and 2 development and implementation of a

public education and outreach plan Components of this education and outreach

plan will include compilation of an oral history of Atlantic Steel Industries Inc

development of educational materials and the potential creation of a permanent
exhibition space celebrating and incorporating the history of Atlantic Steel in the

redevelopment plan

Land Use Community Resources

• An additional City of Atlanta police precinct for the surrounding area is anticipated
to be added by JAR in conjunction with the project

Aesthetics

• There are a number of specific zoning conditions for the Atlantic Steel site that

address aesthetic architectural and landscaping requirements In general design
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and placement of specific buildings will be completed in a manner so as to create

transitions from and compatibility with surrounding uses
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I TYPE OF ACTION

The U S Environmental Protection Agency EPA in cooperation with the Federal

Highway Administration the Federal Transit Administration Georgia Department of

Transportation GDOT Georgia Regional Transportation Authority GRTA

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority MARTA Atlanta Regional Commission

ARC and the City of Atlanta has prepared an Environmental Assessment EA for the

17
th

Street Extension [GDOT Project NH 7141 00 900 ] and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia The EA is a summary of the

development of concept alternatives design traffic studies preliminary engineering
analyses and environmental impact assessments all of which have been completed with

opportunities for public comment and agency coordination This document represents an

update of the EA that was distributed to the public in August 2000

II DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

Jacoby Atlantic Redevelopment L L C JAR a developer in the City of Atlanta

has proposed the remediation and redevelopment of approximately 135 acres near

Atlanta s central business district The property to be redeveloped is the site of the

former steel mill owned by Atlantic Steel Industries Inc The planned redevelopment is

expected to include two million square feet of general office space one and a half million

square feet of retail and entertainment uses two million square feet of high tech offices

2 400 residential units and 1 000 hotel rooms In addition to the site redevelopment
project plans include construction of a multi modal cars pedestrians bicycles transit

bridge and interchange at 17th Street that will cross Interstate 75 85 1 75 85 and provide
access to the site as well as a connection to Midtown Atlanta and the nearby MARTA
Arts Center Station Roadway improvements will include extension of the existing 17th
Street from West Peachtree Street U S 19 S R 9 in Midtown Atlanta heading west on

new alignment over 1 75 85 through the development and connecting with Northside

Drive U S 41 S R 3 at Bishop Street The project also will include operation of a

transit shuttle system that will circulate between the MARTA Arts Center Station and the

Atlantic Steel site

III COORDINATION AND COMMENTS

A Circulation of the Environmental Assessment

The EA for this project was approved for advancement to availability and public
hearing phase by the Federal Agencies on August 2 2000 Copies of the approved EA
were circulated to a number of federal state and local agencies and other organizations
and groups for review and comment The EA was also made available to the public in

August 2000 with copies available at local public libraries GDOT and EPA offices and

on the internet at www epa gov proiectxl atlantic index htm

B Public Hearing

Following circulation of the EA a public hearing was held on September 12 2000
from approximately 6 00 p m to 9 00 p m at the Georgia Center for Advanced

Telecommunications Technology Building in Atlanta Georgia Members of the public
attending the hearing were given an opportunity to comment on the project All of the
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comments received have been made part of the official transcript Public concerns

included the following

• Traffic and air quality impact concerns

• Roadway design concerns

• Mass transit concerns

• Other transportation concerns

• Atlantic Steel Redevelopment site concerns and

• Neighborhood concerns

Representatives from EPA GDOT City of Atlanta MARTA and JAR addressed

questions and concerns at the hearing The Public Hearing transcript is provided in

Appendix J

C Agency Responses to Public Comments received from the Environmental

Assessment

Written comments on the EA were received during the public comment period
which ended October 6 2000 During this period 255 comments were received A copy
of each comment is included in Appendix K The majority of comments received were

from local citizens in and around the project study area Agency representatives
developed responses that effectively address all the major issues from the comments

received The following is a listing of the major concerns and responses

General Comments

1 Comment Why are taxpayer dollars being spent to support this private
development

Response The project is anticipated to provide substantial environmental

benefits to the general public both by improving regional air quality and cleaning
up a brownfield site The project also benefits the general public by reducing
congestion i e along 14th Street 10th Street and at the I 75 I 85 NB exit ramp at

10th Street by providing another crossing of the interstate by providing
transit bike alternatives and corridors and by providing pedestrian and streetscape

improvements

The economic benefits of this project are significant The project is anticipated to

generate approximately 18 000 new jobs with a predicted gain of 619 638 000

total salaries paid to the new jobs Several million dollars in tax revenues would

be generated for the City of Atlanta and Fulton County The retail portion of the

redevelopment would contribute a Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax

revenue source that would be allocated to the City of Atlanta school system and a

one cent sales tax revenue source dedicated to the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid
Transit Authority MARTA
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The former Atlantic Steel Mill site and other properties along Northside Drive and

Bishop Street were part of an area that was dominated by heavy industry in the

early to mid 1900 s The surrounding communities were largely connected to this

industry through employment However this relationship no longer exists due to

a gradual transition from heavy industry to more compatible residential and

commercial land uses in downtown Atlanta The proposed redevelopment of this

site into mixed use residential and commercial land uses continues this transition

and provides opportunities for planned reconnection with the surrounding
communities By removing the industrial land use that was Atlantic Steel and

replacing it with a more homogeneous type mixed land use the overall

community feeling between the established neighborhoods is no longer broken

In addition when the Downtown Connector was initially constructed in the

1960 s access and community dynamics in Midtown Atlanta completely changed
Several existing roadways were severed by the initial freeway project
Construction of the 17th Street Bridge and Extension provides another

opportunity to reconnect the east and west sides of Midtown Atlanta and restore

continuity for communities in this area New commercial and retail opportunities
would be provided within walking and biking distances to many existing
residences on both sides of the Interstate

With regard to the transportation infrastructure not being justified traffic

conditions in the design year for this project Year 2025 on the majority of

surface roadways and intersections in the study area are predicted to stay the same

or improve i e traffic volumes are predicted to decrease and traffic is predicted
to move more efficiently with the construction of the 17th Street Bridge and

Extension as compared to not implementing the project This is due in large part
to an improved distribution of traffic that is predicted to occur as a result of the

project

2 Comment The Environmental Justice section was only concerned with low

income or minority populations Why would environmental impacts figure
differently for different segments of the population Is justice only available to

minorities

Response Executive Order 12898 entitled Federal Actions to Address

Environmental Justice in Minority and Low Income Populations 1994 requires
all federal agencies to identify and address disproportionately high and adverse

human health or environmental effects of federal programs on minority and low

income populations The general purpose is to foster non discrimination in

federal programs and to provide minority and low income communities greater
opportunities for public participation in and access to public information

regarding human health and environmental issues Potential low income and

minority communities were identified in the project area to ensure that these

communities have access to both concise and clear information sufficient to

effectively participate in the public involvement process and to ensure that these

communities are not disproportionately impacted by this project
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3 Comment The Tax Allocation District TAD funding represents a financing
vehicle that has not produced any dollars to date despite many promises
anywhere in the City of Atlanta

Response The TADs in the City of Atlanta Westside and Atlantic Steel are

relatively newly established The TADs are only recently formulating a bond

issuance strategy The bond proceeds for Atlantic Steel will be used to build the

project s infrastructure and to improve its connective infrastructure to nearby City
of Atlanta streets and storm and sanitary sewer linkages

4 Comment The assumptions developed for the No Build Alternative are unsound

Response Using its best judgment the EPA City of Atlanta and the developer
for the Atlantic Steel site hereafter referred to as JAR developed a reasonably
foreseeable No Build Alternative for what could occur on the Atlantic Steel site if

the 17th Street Bridge was not built There is no way to predict with 100 percent

accuracy what the future will hold for cases such as this and market demands

However based on current trends in the City and region the proposed No Build

Alternative is the best estimate

5 Comment Midtown neighborhoods including Ansley Park were not adequately
included in the planning of this project

Response An intensive public involvement campaign was conducted for this

project Over 300 public and agency meetings and discussion groups have been

held and individual contacts and public notices have occurred This effort has

included activities related to the rezoning of the property EPA s Project XL site

remediation efforts and the development of the EA Neighborhood Planning Unit

E NPU E which represents all Midtown neighborhoods affected by this project
was involved as early as 1997 in reviewing the rezoning application for the site

Most of the conditions placed on JAR in the final zoning conditions for the site

came as a result of negotiations between NPU E the neighborhoods and JAR

Several meetings have been conducted by EPA and the GDOT with individual

neighborhood associations to provide information about the proposed bridge and

associated roadway improvements A number of significant changes to the

roadway improvements including design of the bridge have come from

neighborhood input and concerns In addition JAR has committed to continue to

meet with NPU E to keep the neighborhoods up to date with the latest site design
information and provide any other information on the site build out

6 Comment An independent Environmental Impact Statement EIS and additional

traffic studies should be completed that would consider alternative solutions and

identify the impacts of this project

Response EPA completed a thorough assessment of the environmental impacts of

this project in full compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act A

number of nationally and internationally recognized architectural and engineering
contractors and environmental consultants were utilized to conduct independent
assessments of the various aspects of the project including site design traffic air

and water quality impacts A range of alternatives were considered for this
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project including 1 alternate site locations for the development in the Atlanta

metropolitan region 2 alternate site designs for the Atlantic Steel redevelopment
3 alternate locations for the 17th Street Bridge placement 4 Interstate access

alternates 5 alternate intersection improvement 6 high occupancy vehicle

HOV access alternates 7 alternate transit connections to the MARTA Arts

Center Station and 8 no action or no build alternative Based on the alternatives

that were considered and the results of the various analyses completed for this

project EPA does not believe that an EIS is required

Traffic and Air Quality Impact Comments

7 Comment The analysis of traffic impacts included in the EA is flawed

Response The procedures used to develop future traffic projections followed

generally accepted engineering guidelines of the transportation industry and

included the use of state of the practice traffic modeling Traffic projections were

based on a combination of criteria including the capacity of the existing

transportation network future improvements to the transportation network

historical data and trends existing and future land use plans etc While

predicting future traffic growth requires thorough consideration of a number of

quantifiable criteria some assumptions must inevitably be made and these

assumptions must be based on sound engineering judgement and experience The

traffic study was prepared by registered professional engineers and reviewed and

approved by state and federal agencies

The traffic growth rates of 1 5 for the Interstate and 2 0 for surface streets

used in the traffic projections are compounded annual growth rates Over the 25

year period between existing 2000 and future 2025 the actual total growth
rates calculate to be approximately 45 for the Interstates and 64 for the

surface streets

Currently certain roadways in the metro Atlanta region have and are experiencing
growth rates far in excess of the growth rates predicted in this traffic study
Roadways that experience double digit traffic growth rates are generally in high
employment and or population growth areas In addition these roads are in most

cases relatively new multi lane facilities that have excess capacity to carry
additional vehicles Growth rates near and above 10 are common in the Atlanta

region but these rates represent short term growth periods Roadways that

experience multiple years of high traffic growth eventually become congested and

traffic growth slows as the traffic volumes approach the carrying capacity of that

roadway

Traffic forecasting procedures on a roadway or a system of roadways are

approached differently when making short term predictions verses long term

predictions When forecasting short term future traffic conditions recent growth
rates on roadways are used due to the tendency of traffic growth to follow recent

trends in the short term Forecasting becomes far more difficult when predicting
20 and 25 years into the future Forecasts become a function of several variables
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First the historical growth on roadways is considered Second the existing traffic

volumes on the roadways are considered If a roadway or system of roadways
already experience high traffic volumes and congestion these roads do not have

the physical capacity to grow at high percentage rates Thirdly the employment
and population growth in an area has to be studied since traffic growth is a

function of these factors When studying population and employment growth
historical as well as future predictions are utilized

The metro Atlanta region has experienced a large population and employment
growth period over the past decade The Atlanta region continues to grow at a

fast pace While the growth experienced over the last decade has been large this

increase is defined as large absolute population growth as opposed to percentage

growth According to the ARC the Atlanta region population grew from 2 5

million in 1990 to 3 2 million in 1999 While this represents a 700 000 person

increase over 9 years this is a percentage increase of only 25 Furthermore this

growth represents an annually compounded growth rate of only 2 5 The

employment in the Atlanta region from 1990 to 1998 went from 1 4 million to 1 8

million a 29 total increase and 3 2 annual growth

As the population and employment of the Atlanta region increases the annually
compounded growth rates will reduce because of the high total numbers upon

which they are based While the absolute number increases year to year may
remain high these numbers represent a decreasing percentage of the growing
overall population ARC s forecasts for 2000 to 2020 population and

employment are as follows The Atlanta region is expected to experience a 1 5

and 1 4 annual growth rate for population and employment respectively
Fulton County is expected to experience a 0 8 and 0 7 growth rate for

population and employment respectively While these growth rates appear small

they are compounded annual rates based on already high population and

employment numbers

What this information shows is that the long term population and employment
growth rates for this region closely match the growth rates used for the traffic

predictions Furthermore in order to be conservative the traffic forecasts

assumed constant modal split for the 25 year period Modal split is the

percentage of commuters using automobiles transit bicycle and other modes of

transportation With increased congestion predicted in the study area it is likely
that the percentage of commuters using mass transit will increase over the next 25

years

Traffic growth in Atlanta like population and employment growth will

experience decreasing annual growth rates due to the already high total volumes

on the surface streets and Interstates Additionally traffic growth of roadways is

further constrained by the physical ability of a roadway facility to handle

additional vehicles The high percentage growth rates on the Interstate system
from 1986 to 1996 are in large part due to two factors the first being the high
population and employment growth of the Atlanta region The second factor is

that the Interstate system in the study area was widened in the mid 1980 s The I

75 1 85 Downtown Connector was expanded from a 6 lane facility to a 12 lane

facility This increased capacity on this section of Interstate enabled the high
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traffic growth during the next ten years With no widening of the Interstate

planned or feasible in this area additional traffic growth is constrained to the

existing roadways With no planned long term widening on the main arterials in

the study area with the exception of Northside Drive traffic growth on the

surface streets is likewise constrained by the capacity of these roadways

Several factors were researched and considered in the traffic predictions for the

study area The long term population and employment trends were considered

and closely approximate the long term traffic growth used in the study The

existing roadway volumes and roadway capacities were closely studied when

making predictions on how these facilities would handle increased traffic growth
Furthermore if the percentage of commuters using transit to access this area of

Atlanta increases as many predict it will due to the huge expenditures planned for

transit implementation the growth rates predicted on these roadways should be

high particularly when projected to the year 2025

8 Comment How can the EA conclude that there are no impacts to the Ansley Park

neighborhood The traffic impacts to the Ansley Park neighborhood must be

identified and appropriate actions taken to remedy the impacts

Response The EA concludes that the proposed 17th Street Bridge and extension

would affect the Ansley Park neighborhood primarily related to increased traffic

volumes in the neighborhood However based on information that has been

developed as part of the traffic impact analysis the increases in traffic would

occur over an approximate twenty year time frame and should not adversely
affect overall traffic patterns in the neighborhood Three of the five entrances into

the Ansley Park neighborhood from the west Beverly Road Peachtree Circle

and 16th Street are anticipated to experience minimal increases in traffic volumes

at these specific locations The remaining two entrances 15th Street and 17th

Street into the neighborhood are anticipated to experience larger increases in

daily traffic This analysis is based on the comparison between future conditions

in this area that are predicted to occur either with or without the 17th Street

Extension and Bridge

In response to concerns from the Ansley Park Civic Association APCA and

many citizens of the neighborhood about these projected increases in traffic

volumes a specific agreement has been entered into by and between the APCA

GRTA GDOT the City of Atlanta and JAR The purpose of this agreement is to

establish a mechanism for the continued study of traffic in Ansley Park as a result

of the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment project and other developments in the

Midtown Atlanta area The agreement includes guaranteed financial

commitments for the implementation of traffic calming and control measures that

are identified as a result of separate studies both internal and external to the

Ansley Park neighborhood The agreement has been duly executed and

constitutes a valid and binding agreement enforceable in accordance with the

laws of the State of Georgia and in any court of competent jurisdiction

9 Comment The concerns of the Ansley Park neighborhood would be resolved if

Ansley Park was made a gated community
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Response The idea of gating the community of Ansley Park is problematic and

generally contrary to the City of Atlanta s Comprehensive Development Plan

Public streets typically cannot be gated especially those that provide access to

public parks The City of Atlanta pledges to monitor traffic problems as they may
develop and to work with the neighborhood and appropriate agencies to address

such issues

10 Comment How will the traffic impacts to Home Park and Loring Heights be

addressed in the future

Response When the Atlantic Steel property was rezoned in 1998 specific zoning
conditions were included to address the surrounding neighborhoods concerns

related to future traffic impacts Condition 4 of the current zoning requires JAR
to work with the City of Atlanta and Home Park to limit cut through traffic on

residential streets perpendicular to and south of 16th Street by means of cul de

sacs speed humps gates control arms and other traffic calming devices JAR is

also required to work with the City of Atlanta and the Loring Heights
neighborhood to limit cut through traffic on Bishop Street In addition Condition

23 of the current zoning requires JAR to develop a transportation management

plan that will attempt to reduce single occupancy vehicle SOV trips to and from

the site Both of these conditions represent enforceable measures on behalf of the

City of Atlanta and JAR to work with these adjacent neighborhoods to minimize

traffic impacts in the future

Atlantic Steel Brownfield Area and Tax Allocation District Number Two

BATAD 2 was created to make possible the redevelopment of the Atlantic

Steel site and encourage additional development on the perimeter of the

redevelopment area More specifically BATAD 2 promotes maximum use of

alternative transportation modes to minimize congestion and creates a financing
tool for transportation and other infrastructure to improve and connect major
activity centers Since certain surface streets in the adjacent neighborhoods of

Home Park and Loring Heights are included in the boundary for BATAD 2 it

provides a specific process and dedicated funding source for the implementation
of future transportation projects including potential traffic calming measures in

these areas Therefore if cut through traffic is determined to be excessive in

Home Park or Loring Heights attributed to the Atlantic Steel redevelopment or

surrounding areas appropriate BATAD 2 funds would be utilized to study and

implement measures to limit cut through traffic All monies and expenditures
would be managed by the Atlanta Development Authority and the City of Atlanta

For any traffic calming measures that would require changes in traffic ingress and

egress at certain intersections the City of Atlanta would provide temporary
barricades for an agreed upon trial period to determine the effects of eliminating
or improving access

Specific to Loring Heights two proposed transportation improvement projects
have been identified as part of discussions with the Loring Heights Neighborhood
Association These are 1 construction of an elevated pedestrian bicycle bridge
at Mecaslin Street and 2 widening of Bishop Street between Northside Drive and

Howell Mill Road The City of Atlanta and JAR will continue to work with the

Loring Heights neighborhood and the adjacent commercial district to further these
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projects as appropriate As stated above it is anticipated that appropriate
BATAD 2 funds would be utilized to study and implement these projects

The specific agreement with APCA in no way invalidates or supercedes existing
commitments of the City of Atlanta and the developer with the Home Park and

Loring Heights neighborhoods contained within the enforceable zoning conditions

for the site and the established BATAD 2 for the area

11 Comment The EA fails to analyze the cumulative environmental impacts of

other transportation proposals for this area

Response Specific enforceable mechanisms have been established to monitor

the build out of the Atlantic Steel site and commitments have been made to

continue to address traffic issues in the project study area These commitments

were developed to address the cumulative effects of the Atlantic Steel

development and other developments and transportation proposals in the Midtown

area Individual transportation proposals in the area will comply with

requirements for environmental impact assessment under the National

Environmental Policy Act as appropriate

12 Comment Construction of the 17th Street Bridge relieves 14th Street and moves

Level of Service LOS on 14th Street from F to C However 17th Street is

constructed at LOS F Please explain

Response Many factors contribute to the capacity of a specific section of road or

intersection These factors include number of lanes lane widths shoulder widths

speed grades percent trucks directional distribution of traffic and intersection

location The extension of 17th Street and the construction of the 17th Street

Bridge is in part intended to alleviate traffic patterns that move east or west

across I 75 I 85 on 14th Street and 10th Street The improved LOS on 14th Street

is directly related to providing new and improved access from the Interstate and a

new east west minor arterial in the Midtown area at 17th Street across I 75 I 85

In response to public concerns about the width of the originally proposed 17th

Street several key intersections and roadways were redesigned including the

removal of through lanes and turning lanes on 17th Street In making these

changes additional urban design criteria were considered such as pedestrian
safety and context sensitive design creating a more acceptable urban corridor

with less emphasis on accommodating future traffic volumes alone It was agreed
that a certain amount of predicted additional congestion would be acceptable A

decreased LOS on 17th Street was determined to be permissible in order to

accommodate the other design criteria The primary design concern was that

traffic would not backup on the Interstate exit ramps and affect the operations and

safety of the Interstate system

13 Comment The analysis of air quality emissions included in the EA is incorrect

Response Regarding air quality impacts on surrounding neighborhoods
generated by the Atlantic Steel redevelopment the Georgia Institute of

Technology performed a carbon monoxide CO hotspot analysis on behalf of
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EPA Results of the analysis concluded that traffic associated with the Atlantic

Steel redevelopment and associated roadway improvements would be extremely
unlikely to create a localized violation of the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards NAAQS for CO in the foreseeable future Justification of the

appropriate traffic assumptions used in the CO hotspot in the analysis is described

in the Response to Comment 7 The CO hotspot analysis was conservative in

that it considered conditions most likely to produce CO hotspots in terms of

meteorology traffic congestion and receptor location Furthermore the CO

hotspot analysis was completed before EPA finalized its Tier 2 tailpipe emissions

and gasoline sulfur standards which should reduce future motor vehicle CO

emission rates below those assumed in the CO hotspot analysis

In addition EPA performed a regional emissions analysis which concluded that

the Atlantic Steel redevelopment would produce fewer transportation related

emissions of volatile organic compounds and oxides of nitrogen precursors to

ground level ozone formation than a comparable amount of development built at

other likely locations in the Atlanta region

14 Comment The EA fails to acknowledge the existence of air quality problems in

the Atlanta Metropolitan Region and active litigation challenging the recent

regional transportation plan

Response The EA clearly explains the current air quality status for the study
area including the Atlanta Metropolitan Region Regardless of the outcome of

any active litigation challenging the recent regional transportation plan for the

Atlanta region the 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Transportation
Control Measure TCM are required to be implemented by the State of Georgia
as this project has been included as part of the Georgia State Implementation Plan

SIP

15 Comment The designation of the 17th Street Extension plus the Atlantic Steel

development as a TCM by EPA is in excess of its legal authority

Response EPA has approved the Atlantic Steel TCM into the Georgia SIP under

the authority of Sections 108 f and 110 of the Clean Air Act CAA As

explained in the final TCM rulemaking EPA approved the redevelopment as a

TCM because its location transit linkage site design and other transportation
elements together comprise a measure for the purpose of reducing emissions or

concentrations of air pollutants from transportation sources by reducing vehicle

use or changing traffic flow or congestion conditions In addition the

redevelopment includes specific elements listed in Section 108 f Under Section

110 of the CAA EPA approves measures into the SIP that contribute to

attainment of the NAAQS

16 Comment The project lacks the necessary criteria to qualify as a TCM

Response In the final TCM rulemaking EPA identified six criteria established

by EPA policy Transportation Control Measures State Implementation Plan

Guidance U S EPA Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards September
1990 that a proposed TCM must satisfy before it may be considered for inclusion
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in the SIP The rulemaking also contained detailed explanations of how the

proposed Atlantic Steel TCM satisfied EPA s criteria It is the opinion of EPA

that the Atlantic Steel TCM has indeed been subject to intense scrutiny
particularly in terms of satisfying EPA s six TCM criteria

In addition the Atlantic Steel TCM contains four site design criteria and four

transportation performance targets which will collectively help ensure both that

the redevelopment is designed and built with elements that encourage alternatives

to single occupancy automobile trips and also that the project will perform up to

its potential to lower vehicle miles traveled and concomitant emissions Zoning
conditions other neighborhood commitments and the site design criteria and

performance targets identify and establish appropriate measures to protect

surrounding neighborhoods from adverse traffic and air quality impacts generated
by the Atlantic Steel redevelopment and 17th Street Extension

Roadway Design Comments

17 Comment Rail transit pedestrian walkways and bus lanes should be the focus

for this project rather than encourage vehicle use

Response The success of the Atlantic Steel redevelopment is contingent on a

mixture of access via different modes of transportation Reliance on pedestrian
transit and bicycle modes of transport without the proposed number of single
occupancy vehicle SOV lanes would not address the proposed traffic demand

nor allow this environmentally beneficial project to be viable

A specific alternative was considered in the EA that included transit only for the

17th Street Bridge including bike and pedestrian facilities with no SOV lanes

However a number of significant traffic impacts of the transit only alternative

were identified specifically in the southern and western portions of the study
area Without the provision of an east west general traffic connection including
SOV lanes across I 75 I 85 and new Interstate access traffic volumes would be

significantly greater on the existing Interstate exits at 10th and 14th Streets

Certain sections of 10th Street 14th Street Techwood Drive and Williams Street

would experience large increases in average daily traffic ADT volumes in the

project area Several intersections would have a higher level of congestion in the

Year 2025 Furthermore without the provision of direct access to the Atlantic

Steel site traffic would utilize existing surface streets in the Home Park

neighborhood to access the redevelopment and have much greater impacts on this

community

18 Comment Instead of building the 17th Street Bridge improve access to the site

from Northside Drive

Response Based on the future traffic projections for the planned residential

retail office and hotel development on the Atlantic Steel site improvements to

Northside Drive alone with no Interstate access improvements could not

accommodate the projected traffic volumes In addition the smart growth
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aspects of the Atlantic Steel project and the substantial social economic and

environmental benefits as outlined in the EA would not be possible without

adequate access from all directions particularly 1 85 from the north and I 75 I 85

from the south

19 Comment Cover the Interstate with a continuous bridge from 5th Street to 17th

Street build a park on this structure and reopen the cross streets

Response The overall implementation costs for such an alternative would likely
cost several hundred million dollars A project of that magnitude may extend into

the billions as has occurred on a similar project being constructed at this time in

Boston Massachusetts The Big Dig as it is referred has an estimated cost of

ten billion dollars and is expected to increase over time It is also estimated that

federal taxpayers will have to pay for eighty five percent of the cost This would

be beyond the scope and funding of this project Due to fiscal constraints this

alternative would not be feasible The 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project has an intended purpose of creating a mixed use

community that is interconnected to the Midtown area

20 Comment The 17th Street Bridge design is not in compliance with the zoning
conditions attached to the Atlantic Steel property

Response The zoning conditions for the Atlantic Steel site included two

diagrams a plan and cross section of 17th Street These conditions are specific
to 17th Street on the Atlantic Steel property However the design for 17th Street

including the bridge included a divided four lane roadway with two general
purpose lanes in each direction and one bike lane in each direction The main

addition to this design would be the transit only lane from Northside Drive to

West Peachtree Street The bicycle lane is now included within this wide transit

lane Unfortunately the rezoning of this property came well in advance of the

development of the concept for the 17th Street Extension including a better

definition of the transit connection to the Arts Center Station The bridge cross

section in the zoning conditions is illustrative and not a binding diagram The

proposed cross section is consistent with and satisfies the performance criteria

stated in the zoning conditions

21 Comment The proposed bridge design is not supportive of the Blueprint
Midtown developed by the Midtown Alliance

Response Several key intersections and surface streets were redesigned
Additional urban design criteria were considered such as pedestrian safety and

aesthetics with less emphasis on accommodating future traffic volumes The

focus of the changes was to reduce driving speeds lane widths the number of

through and turning lanes and turning radii of intersections The ultimate

objective was to balance the needs of cars buses bicycles and pedestrians to

better integrate 17th Street with the urban fabric of Midtown Atlanta and

coordinate more closely with the vision for Midtown provided by the Midtown

Alliance and Blueprint Midtown
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22 Comment The 17th Street Bridge is too wide The dedicated bus lanes should

not be a part of the bridge

Response The dedicated transit link to the MARTA Arts Center Station is

required in order for this project to be considered a TCM The multi modal

bridge is proposed to be approximately 130 feet wide to accommodate

automobile transit pedestrian and bicycle elements Without the transit bicycle
and pedestrian elements incorporated into the design of the 17th Street Bridge the

project would not be approved

23 Comment The 17th Street Bridge must be designed by someone sensitive to

aesthetic issues not just experienced in building roadways

Response Pedestrian design and aesthetic detail will be important considerations

The 17 Street Bridge will be multi modal meaning that vehicles pedestrians
bicycles and transit buses will all utilize it At this time potential designs for the

bridge are unknown however there is a general agreement that the 17th Street

Bridge should be designed as a gateway structure into the heart of Downtown

Atlanta if possible Regardless qualified landscape architects will work to

ensure that aesthetic values and overall compatibility with existing and future

Midtown streetscapes are achieved in the course of final bridge and roadway
design

24 Comment The project should provide return access to I 75 I 85 from the 17th

Street Bridge

Response This was considered during the early stages of concept development
However it was determined that such connections were not feasible due to

physical and geometric constraints and due to unacceptable impacts on freeway
mobility Therefore the existing local access to the Interstates will be utilized

25 Comment Why do you need the 17th Street Bridge when there is an existing
state roadway corridor 14th Street that runs parallel to the proposed corridor and

provides adequate access to the area

Response An alternative was considered that included upgrades to 14th Street

and no 17th Street Bridge Results of the Year 2025 traffic modeling for this

alternative did not show appreciable improvements in traffic and ramp operations
even with significant widening of 14th Street In addition this alternative did not

provide direct access to the Atlantic Steel site Therefore this alternative was not

considered further and it was determined that a new bridge would be required to

provide direct access to the Atlantic Steel site and another east west connection

into Midtown

26 Comment As part of this project Piedmont Road Juniper Street Spring Street

and West Peachtree Street should be returned to two way traffic

Response The return of these roadways to two way traffic is considered outside

the scope of the 17th Street Extension project Piedmont Road and Juniper Street

are City of Atlanta streets A specific project could be initiated to effect this
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change however the City of Atlanta would be responsible for sponsoring and

implementing these changes West Peachtree Street and Spring Street are both on

the State Route system Previous studies conducted by traffic engineering
consultants for GDOT indicated that this is the best utilization of these two

facilities and that returning these roads to two way traffic would reduce the

existing level of service to further unacceptable levels

27 Comment Instead of extending 17th Street to Peachtree Street stop 17th at

Spring Street or West Peachtree Street

Response The termination of any GDOT project requires a connection to a State

Route SR The 17th Street Extension as currently designed terminates at U S

41 S R 3 Northside Drive on the west and U S 19 S R 9 on the east S R 9 in

this location consists of Spring Street and West Peachtree Street which are one-

way southbound and northbound arterials respectively Because these are one-

way streets 17th Street must connect to both streets in order to effectively
distribute the traffic in both directions 17th Street between West Peachtree Street

and Peachtree Street is an existing two lane City street 17th Street in this

location would not be changed with the possible exception of the removal of on

street parking at the intersection of 17th Street and Peachtree Street Utilization

of 17th Street in this location is necessary to provide continued access to the

commercial district along Peachtree Street maintaining the City Street grid
system and allowing for better distribution of traffic

28 Comment The combined bus bicycle lane design poses a hazard to bikers

Response Dedicated bus bicycle lanes will continue from West Peachtree Street

to Northside Drive In the design of the 17th Street Extension these lanes would

include 12 feet for buses and four feet for bicycle travel Adequate space has been

provided within these lanes for the safe operation of buses and bicycles based on

American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials guidelines
Operation of shuttles is not anticipated to hamper bicycle travel Shuttles would

operate on four and eight minute intervals The same concept has been used in

other cities and has been found to be effective Based on comments made during
the Public Hearing for this project the Executive Director of the Atlanta Bicycle
Campaign expressed support for this concept

29 Comment The 17th Street Extension does not seem to be pedestrian friendly

Response The multi modal bridge is proposed to be approximately 130 feet wide

and would include automobile transit pedestrian and bicycle elements The

bridge would contain two general purpose travel lanes and one dedicated

transit bike lane in each direction with sidewalks on both sides Sidewalks would

be provided on all new surface streets in the Atlantic Steel redevelopment and as

part of most off site roadway improvements It is anticipated that sidewalk

widths would be approximately 15 feet on all street improvements except for the

17th Street Bridge where they would be 22 feet on the south side and 30 feet on

the north side The redevelopment would include utilization of the existing at

grade crossing over the railroad at Mecaslin Street to provide a signalized
bike pedestrian crossing into the Loring Heights community JAR would provide
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a grade separated elevated bike pedestrian crossing at the location depending on

negotiations with Norfolk Southern Railroad

There are a number of design specific measures that will be considered in the next

phase of bridge and intersection design to ensure that bicycle and pedestrian needs

are met These include 1 construction of narrower lanes to shorten the length of

the intersection crossing 2 develop wider medians to provide islands 3

consideration of prioritized signal timing for pedestrians and 4 use of special
surface treatments for cross walks The City of Atlanta and GDOT commit to

working with affected stakeholders of the project to ensure that pedestrian needs

are considered and a continuous flow of pedestrian movement is maintained in the

design of roadways and intersections connecting the 17th Street Bridge into

Midtown

30 Comment Lower the design speed on 17th Street to 25 mph

Response The speed design is applicable to the functional classification of the

proposed roadway While the design speed is set at 35 mph once completed the

posted speed can be changed to facilitate operations The City of Atlanta is

anticipating to post a 25 mph speed limit on 17th Street

31 Comment Provide an eight to ten foot planting buffer between the travel lanes

and the sidewalk on 17th Street

Response The design team for the project will consider this and similar options
for the 17th Street corridor during the plan development phase Additional input
will be sought from the community and the City of Atlanta concerning the

landscaping desires and commitments for maintenance as the project moves

forward

32 Comment Provide a grade separation to allow motorists traveling southbound on

Techwood Drive that are destined to 10th Street to pass under 14th Street

Response According to the traffic analysis conducted for the Atlantic Steel 17th

Street Extension project acceptable operations will occur with the 14th

Street Techwood Drive intersection remaining at grade In order to grade
separate the 14th Street movements from the 10th Street movements there would

be substantial impacts to all properties surrounding this intersection and

therefore this option is not viable for this project

33 Comment Shift the alignment for the southbound ramps from 1 75 and 1 85 to

Techwood Drive to the east in order to reduce property impacts south of 16th

Street

Response The conceptual alignments have been adjusted to achieve a smoother

transition as suggested However there will be unavoidable impacts to the

properties that abut this section of Techwood Drive The final design will attempt
to minimize property impacts without jeopardizing vehicular safety or operations
Once the design is completed in this area and the actual property impacts are
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defined specific affected property owners will be contacted to discuss the

property impacts of the final design

34 Comment Extend 17th Street west from Northside Drive to Howell Mill Road

Response Currently there are no plans to extend 17th Street improvements
beyond Northside Drive The Loring Heights Neighborhood Association

expressed a desire to widen Bishop Street between Northside Drive and Howell

Mill Road This will not be included in the 17th Street project however the City
of Atlanta and JAR will continue to work with the Loring Heights neighborhood
and the adjacent commercial district to further this project as appropriate As

stated previously it is anticipated that appropriate BATAD 2 funds would be

utilized to study and implement this project

35 Comment Provide a traffic light at the intersection of Bishop Street and 17th

Street

Response GDOT will evaluate need for a traffic signal at this location as design
proceeds Specific design standards will be reviewed to determine if adequate
distance from Northside Drive is available to place a traffic light at this location

Any traffic light at this location will include signalization for both pedestrians and

cars

36 Comment Close Bishop Street at Mecaslin Street

Response At the request of the Loring Heights Neighborhood Association and

several of the businesses in the adjacent commercial district Bishop Street will

remain open at Mecaslin Street

37 Comment Do not destroy large oak trees on the east ofNorthside Drive south of

Bishop Street

Response No trees will be removed at this location

Transit Comments

38 Comment Rail transit not a shuttle service should be a component of this

project

Response The developer will provide a rubber tired shuttle service for ten years

from the date that the 17th Street Bridge opens to traffic or until December 31

2015 whichever is longer The developer s obligation will cease if during the

period of obligation an appropriate entity operates a fixed mass transit link

providing a similar level of service

Although currently there is no commitment of funds for rail transit service to the

Atlantic Steel site beyond the developer s commitment EPA believes it is

reasonable to expect that some form of future fixed transit potentially rail will
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be developed to serve the Atlantic Steel redevelopment The 2025 Regional
Transportation Plan RTP for the Atlanta region adopted by ARC anticipates
assigning 1 677 000 000 for the construction of a light rail line from the

MARTA Arts Center station through the Atlantic Steel redevelopment and

extending northwest to the Town Center area in Cobb County RTP projects AR
251 A AR 251B and AR 251C The first phase of the project which would

connect the MARTA Arts Center station to the Cumberland area through the

Atlantic Steel redevelopment is anticipated to be operational by 2010 The

developer has committed in the TCM to provide without cost right of way in the

development to MARTA or other acceptable entity for the construction of a

transit linkage connecting the Atlantic Steel site to the MARTA Arts Center

station

39 Comment Provide an explanation on the status of the transit loop to the OMNI

MARTA Station commonly called the West Side Loop

Response The 2025 Regional Transportation Plan RTP for the Atlanta region
adopted by ARC includes SI 000 000 for a downtown westside transit study AR

325 One of the objectives of the Central Atlanta Transportation Study CATS

currently underway is to develop alternatives for mobility on the west side of

Downtown Atlanta between the Atlantic Steel redevelopment and the Georgia
World Congress Center and destinations between including transit

40 Comment There are insufficient guarantees to preclude expanded automobile

lanes on the bridge in place of the transit lanes

Response Approval of the project as a Transportation Control Measure TCM

requires dedicated transit lanes Any conversion of these lanes to general purpose
vehicular traffic is prohibited under the federally enforceable TCM

41 Comment How can the developers or the City of Atlanta believe that bus service

to the site will do any good

Response Provision of a shuttle bus service is the short term solution of linking
the Atlantic Steel site to the MARTA Arts Center Station This short term transit

option should be successful because of 1 the connectivity it will provide with

MARTA 2 convenience 3 accessibility and 4 specific performance
requirements in the TCM Buses would circulate throughout the development and

across the 17th Street Bridge on dedicated transit only lanes which will have a

signal priority at certain signalized intersections During peak hours 6 00 to 9 00

AM and 3 30 to 6 00 PM the buses would operate on a four minute frequency
and an eight minute frequency at off peak hours thereby matching the existing
MARTA train schedule The developer will provide the buses which are

anticipated to be comfortable clean burning natural gas vehicles and will operate
the shuttle system The shuttle service will be free of charge Finally there are

specific performance requirements in the TCM and zoning conditions for the site

that if the development is not meeting expected ridership targets for non SOV

modes including transit the developer must initiate practices to increase

ridership in these alternative modes
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It is also anticipated that MARTA will expand or alter its existing bus routes to

include service to the Atlantic Steel site once the redevelopment attains a transit

supportable level of residents employees and other trip generators

42 Comment What are the opportunities for linking this project with AMTRAK or

creation of a new multi modal terminal on the Atlantic Steel site

Response The current proposed Multi Modal Passenger Terminal MMPT is

proposed to consolidate a number of transportation providers Greyhound Buses

Metro Commuter Rail Buses Georgia Rail Passenger Network and AMTRAK at

one location adjoining the Five Points MARTA Station It has been in the

planning stages for nearly a decade A feasibility report was completed by ARC
in 1991 which looked at a number of sites for AMTRAK GDOT prepared an EA

in 1994 for the MMPT at the Five Points site Brookwood Station was

considered but was not large enough nor could it be expanded to accommodate a

new AMTRAK network GDOT is now in the process of reviewing this project
and it is probable that AMTRAK with a larger network or the current New

York New Orleans service will be relocated to the Five Points facility to provide
a comprehensive transportation facility for the traveling public Relocation of the

MMPT to the Atlantic Steel site is not part of the site development plan as created

by JAR

A possible rail line to Cobb County from the Arts Center Station thru the Atlantic

Station site will be studied by GRTA and if feasible would be subjected to an

environmental document as described previously It would be a number of years

in planning and development stages It is not likely that any of these studies

would conclude that AMTRAK should be located at the current site or a new site

based on the earlier studies for the MMPT in 1991 MARTA has no studies

underway or pending for a Northwest Line that would link to an AMTRAK

facility at the current location or at the Atlantic Steel site

Other Transportation Comments

43 Comment What is the status of providing High Occupancy Vehicle HOV

access to Midtown as part of this project

Response Based on public concerns the concept of providing HOV access to the

Midtown area is no longer a part of the 17th Street Extension project The

concept of providing HOV access into the Midtown area is still being considered

by GDOT GRTA and the City of Atlanta however there is currently not a

specific project that has been defined for inclusion in the ARC FY 2001 to FY

2003 Transportation Improvement Program TIP or 2025 RTP It is anticipated
that a Midtown HOV project could be developed for inclusion in later

updates amendments to the TIP or RTP Several alternatives would likely be

considered to satisfy the overall purpose and need for that project The HOV

project would have a separate planning process including preparation of an

environmental impact document and several opportunities for public involvement

and comment on the scope of any HOV plans Construction of the 17th Street
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Extension will not preclude the possibility of a direct HOV freeway access

component in the future

44 Comment What is the status of the proposed redesign of the I 75 I 85

interchange

Response A separate project to improve the existing exit from 1 75 southbound

to 1 85 northbound at Brookwood is listed in the ARC FY 2001 to 2003 TIP as

Project AT AR 211 This project is not included within the 17th Street project
however design of the 17th Street Extension will not preclude the possibility of a

future interchange Monies are included in the TIP to initiate preliminary
engineering this fiscal year The I 75 I 85 Interchange project will have a

separate planning process including preparation of environmental impact
documents and several opportunities for public involvement and comment on the

scope of the proposed improvements

45 Comment Roadway construction staging areas should be located on the Atlantic

Steel site and not on the east side of the Interstate Any nonessential land

acquired by GDOT for construction purposes should be put back into use within a

year after construction is finished

Response Construction staging areas have not been identified at this point This

decision will be made during the Right of Way acquisition phase

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Comments

46 Comment Redevelopment of this site should not include a retail component that

is larger than Lenox Mall

Response The retail component of the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment is small in

comparison to Lenox Square Mall in Buckhead Lenox Square has over 230

specialty stores and three department stores The retail component planned for

the Atlantic Steel redevelopment consists of approximately 80 stores or about

one third the size of Lenox Square

47 Comment Mixed use buildings only promote transit if they have their front doors

at the sidewalk or oriented to transit stops

Response The mixed use buildings within the Atlantic Steel redevelopment will

be oriented to the sidewalk and transit stops This is not only part of the

redevelopment plan for the site but is outlined in the zoning conditions as well

48 Comment The Atlantic Steel redevelopment is a suburban not urban

development

Response JAR consulted and produced its redevelopment plans with local

national and international experts who have been identified as the leaders in

mixed use smart growth urban communities Based on these experts
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recommendations and extensive input from the neighboring communities of

Home Park and Loring Heights the current plan has been developed Architects

and planners who understand how great urban spaces are created have

commented that the mix of uses street connectivity small block size pedestrian
orientation and urban design elements in this plan have made the Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment a national model for exceptional urban development

49 Comment The Atlantic Steel Redevelopment is three times the size of the Mall

of Georgia

Response The Atlantic Steel Redevelopment is actually over three times smaller

than the Mall of Georgia Construction of the Mall of Georgia required the

clearing of approximately 500 acres of undeveloped land 30 miles northeast of

downtown Atlanta in Gwinnett County The Mall of Georgia contains only retail

components The Atlantic Steel redevelopment cleans up a contaminated

industrial site and will include a mix of uses on approximately 135 acres The

Mall of Georgia has over 175 specialty stores and 5 anchor department stores

compared to the approximately 80 stores planned for the Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment

50 Comment Make the former Atlantic Steel site into a park

Response The redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel property is ultimately a

private venture which is providing the financial resources for cleanup of this site

The City of Atlanta has not identified this area as part of their master park plan
In addition a specific zoning condition placed on the property by the City of

Atlanta stipulates that there will be no less than 7 acres of green space or park
space within the redevelopment Currently there are plans for over 11 acres of

public park space for the residents employees and visitors to use This 60

increase in park space will provide opportunities for recreation afternoon

concerts and evening strolls

51 Comment EPA must ensure that adequate measures are taken to control dust

from on site construction operations

Response JAR has implemented a stringent dust control program that provides
for visual inspections of construction activities on a continuing basis and requires
the construction contractor to maintain and utilize dust control equipment water

trucks on a full time basis during earthwork and grading activities Two such

water trucks are currently utilized at the project site maintaining the excavation

areas and haul roads in a watered down condition Ongoing inspections by the

City of Atlanta staff the Fulton County Soil and Water Conservation

Commission and the on site engineering staff maintain consistent oversight of the

contractor s compliance with these requirements Citizen complaints to EPA will

be forwarded to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division for enforcement

of regulatory requirements

52 Comment Water and sewer lines in the Home Park neighborhood should be

updated and expanded based on current inadequacies of the water system in the

area
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Response JAR has conducted a detailed evaluation of the current potable water

storm sewer and sanitary sewer service system within the area of 16th Street

between Mecaslin Street and Techwood Drive This evaluation was conducted to

determine if any infrastructure improvements would be required to fully support
the additional service needs of the redevelopment The utility improvements
identified include installation of a new potable water service main paralleling 16th

Street and connecting to the existing service mains that provide potable water

service along the connecting north south streets in the Home Park community In

addition JAR has conducted television inspections of the combined sewer mains

along 16th Street to assess the current condition of these lines As a result of this

evaluation JAR has recommended that the City of Atlanta remove sediment and

debris that currently reduces the capacity of these lines The City of Atlanta

recently completed this action As part of the redevelopment JAR will be

providing a separate storm sewer line along the reconstructed 16th Street that will

handle storm drainage from Home Park streets providing additional sanitary
sewer capacity in the existing line These improvements should address current

infrastructure concerns with respect to potable water service sanitary service and

storm drainage flooding issues along 16th Street and in Home Park

53 Comment Stormwater and wastewater should be separated in the 503 acre Shoal

Creek catchment area Stormwater detention should be provided on the Atlantic

Steel site for the entire Shoal Creek watershed

Response For purposes of this project the sanitary sewer and stormwater

impacts are limited to the redevelopment site within the 503 acre catchment area

The combined sewer issues and storm water runoff within the entire Shoal Creek

watershed were considered to be beyond the scope of this project However a

number of mitigative measures and corrective actions will be implemented to

address storm water runoff and combined sewer overflow issues for the entire

Shoal Creek catchment area

The developer is required to provide an increased on site stormwater detention

capacity of approximately 20 to assist the City of Atlanta in the management of

stormwater flows to the Tanyard Creek Combined Sewer Overflow CSO

Facility Furthermore the Hemphill Water Treatment Plant historically
contributed to surface water flows on the Atlantic Steel site primarily from water

that was discharged as part of cleaning its on site filters Recently the City of

Atlanta instituted a number of measures to recycle these flows JAR is required to

provide separate stormwater and sanitary sewer facilities with sanitary
connections directly to the Tanyard Creek Interceptor Sewer downstream of the

Tanyard Creek CSO Treatment Facility The combined effect of the reduction of

other sources of surface water Hemphill Water Treatment Plant the requirement
for additional on site detention and separation of sanitary flows is anticipated to

improve operations at the Tanyard Creek CSO Treatment Facility

Although the issues of control are being addressed for only the portion of the

Shoal Creek catchment area pertaining to the Atlantic Steel site all of the

measures listed above represent a step in the positive direction for the entire Shoal

Creek catchment area
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54 Comment The EA fails to acknowledge the existence of water quality problems
in the City of Atlanta and the impacts of this project on the City s ability to

address those problems

Response Permits and certifications for the project were based upon the best

available information The issuance of the capacity certification letters by the

City of Atlanta are based upon projected site build out figures and sequence of

construction The stormwater and wastewater flow volumes estimated by JAR in

the EA were based on the current redevelopment plan Submittal of projected
flow volumes is a common permit practice for new developments

The certification letters limit JAR to development that is consistent with the

parameters established in the certification letters In addition infrastructure

improvements on site and in the Home Park and Loring Heights communities

funded by and constructed by JAR are an integral component in the City s

determination that the sanitary and storm sewer capacities will be available to

service the planned development Discussions between JAR and the City are

ongoing and continuous As the design activities continue to move forward the

scope of detention pond design and required retention capacities will be

maintained and enforced by the City of Atlanta

Stormwater runoff and combined sewer overflow issues are regulated under the

Georgia Municipal stormwater permit for the City of Atlanta and the long term

control plans in the combined sewer overflow permits issued by the State The

City of Atlanta is responsible for assuring 1 that the project will comply with

the Federal Clean Water Act litigation and 2 that the project will be constructed

in such a way as to guarantee the existence of sufficient water and sewage

capacity By addressing the potential to generate significant pollutant loadings as

a result of redevelopment of the site future impairments to the watershed should

be minimized

55 Comment Stormwater runoff laden with lead and other contaminants from the

National Smelting and Refining site should not be permitted to flow via any

piping system into Tanyard Creek

Response The EPA currently is conducting a removal action that will abate the

immediate threats posed by the National Smelting and Refinery site Although
the final remedial solution for the site has not been determined EPA will

implement the necessary stormwater runoff management and controls to limit off

site migration of surface soil contaminants

56 Comment Provisions should be made to inform future commercial or residential

tenants of the redevelopment that both the Atlantic Steel site and the National

Smelting and Refining property were once Superfund sites

Response The Atlantic Steel site has never been listed as a Superfund site The

conservation easement which is the legal mechanism for ensuring future actions

comply with the approved remediation plan is filed with the City of Atlanta and

Georgia EPD This information is available from Georgia EPD Hazardous Waste

Management Branch or the City of Atlanta Planning Department Future

23



purchasers of property in the redevelopment would be subject to this conservation

easement under law However there is no legal obligation of future purchasers
to inform individual tenants of any information contained in the remediation plan
or conservation easement This disclosure would be up to the discretion of each

purchaser

The long term remedial solution for the National Smelting and Refining site will

likely be conducted in accordance with the Superfund remedial program or the

State of Georgia Hazardous Site Response Act Future public disclosures and

announcements related to site cleanup activities will follow all requirements of

these statutes and likely include press releases and periodic updates to the

surrounding community including owners at the Atlantic Steel site

57 Comment The compensatory mitigation needs to be recomputed to account

realistically for the value of these wetlands to the community

Response A Nationwide Permit NWP 38 for fill of the on site Waters of the

United States was applied for and authorized by the Savannah District U S Army

Corps of Engineers USACE The NWP 38 allows activities to be completed in

wetlands that are required to effect the containment stabilization or removal of

hazardous or toxic wastes that are performed ordered or sponsored by a

government agency with established legal or regulatory authority The

authorization ofNWP 38 was due to the approval of the Remediation Plan by the

Georgia EPD Mitigation for wetland impacts was calculated using the USACE s

Standard Operating Procedures for Compensatory Mitigation The appropriate
mitigation credits were applied to an in lieu of fee stream restoration mitigation
plan Approval of the mitigation plan was coordinated with the EPA U S Fish

and Wildlife Service and Georgia EPD Identification of appropriate stream

restoration sites included an evaluation of all surface waters in the Chattahoochee

watershed including Tanyard Creek and Peachtree Creek Candidate sites were

assessed based on their current condition position and function in the watershed

and potential for further degradation In addition extensive coordination with the

USACE the City of Atlanta and DeKalb County specific to their needs related to

current restoration efforts and pending greenway acquisition projects was

conducted as part of mitigation efforts

58 Comment What happens if the ultimate uses of the Atlantic Steel site change or if

transportation aspects of the project change Is there a consequence imposed on

the developer

Response Four site design criteria and four transportation performance targets
are included in the final TCM rulemaking that would collectively ensure that the

redevelopment is designed and built with elements that encourage alternatives to

single occupancy vehicle trips and that the project would perform in ways to

lower vehicle miles traveled and associated emissions An enforceable detailed

site design is not included in the TCM due to the complexity and duration of

build out Instead the TCM contains site design criteria and target values that are

enforceable As part of the TCM monitoring JAR is required to submit copies of

the site plan with revisions to the City of Atlanta ARC Georgia EPD and EPA

annually after the bridge opens to traffic until the project is built out If the site
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design does not meet or exceed the target site design criteria JAR must submit

and receive approval from the City of Atlanta ARC EPD and EPA for a revised

final site plan that does

The TCM also contains contingency measures that encourage more travelers to

use alternatives to single occupancy vehicles should the monitoring program
conclude that the project is not meeting the transportation performance targets If

the site is not meeting or exceeding the applicable performance targets JAR

would identify funding or fund the creation of a Transportation Management
Association TMA if employers and property managers are not participating in a

TMA already The TMA would consult with the City of Atlanta concerning
implementation of additional alternative transportation programs that achieve the

performance standards stipulated The City of Atlanta and JAR would ensure that

these programs would be developed and implemented as appropriate

The City of Atlanta has established zoning conditions on the Atlantic Steel

property that require JAR to complete certain activities that are also related to

implementation of the TCM Relevant conditions include development and

appropriate phasing of residential and non residential components of the project
development of 17th Street as a mixed use street construction of bicycle lanes

creation of and maintenance of open space incorporation of a transit connection

to the MARTA Arts Center station from the site development of a transportation
management plan including support for and participation in a TMA and the

necessity of having the 17th Street Bridge under contract for construction before

building permits are issued for the site These zoning conditions apply to JAR

and or its successors These conditions ensure that the site design maximizes

pedestrian and bicycle connectivity transit connections and activity diversity
Before construction occurs JAR is required to submit a site plan to the Bureau of

Buildings of the City of Atlanta for approval Compliance with zoning conditions

is enforceable by law

IV REVISIONS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

After reviewing all the comments received by EPA on the Environmental

Assessment only a few changes to the document were found to be needed Therefore

the Environmental Assessment is revised as follows

1 Pg EX 3 2nd bullet Replace text to read

• Several communities in the project area expressed concerns about the traffic
increases resulting not onlyfrom this project butfrom other new developments in

the area that are already occurring or that would occur in the future Based on

these concerns a number of measures were developed These measures include

design modifications specific zoning and traffic monitoring commitments for the

Atlantic Steel site and specific conditions or agreements between various public
andprivate entities and individual neighborhoods

2 Pg vii List of Appendices Delete Appendix I and rename Appendix J as Appendix I

3 Pg vii List of Appendices Add new Appendix J Public Hearing Transcript
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4 Pg vii List of Appendices Add new Appendix K Public Comments on

Environmental Assessment

5 Pg 4 27 Section 4 3 3 7 Measures for Addressing Community Traffic Concerns

Replace entire text of section to read

As part ofthe rezoning process for the Atlantic Steel site and public involvementfor
this project a number ofcitizens from the neighborhoods in the study area Ansley Park

Home Park and Loring Heights raised concerns about potential traffic impacts to their

communities resulting from the 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel redevelopment
Through subsequent meetings with the City of Atlanta Neighborhood Planning Unit

NPU E for this area as well as individual meetings with the neighborhood civic

associations a number of measures were developed to address these community
concerns These measures are summarized below

Design Modifications Several design modifications were developedfor the original
17th Street Concept based on direct input from the neighborhoods The major design
modifications to the 17th Street Bridge and its transition into Midtown Atlanta both east

and west of 1 75 1 85 were discussed in Section 4 3 3 1 In addition three alternatives

were presented to the Loring Heights Neighborhood Association related to the design of
the intersection of Bishop Street and the proposed 17th Street The neighborhood
discussed these alternatives with the adjacent commercial district along Bishop Street

and identified a preferred alternative This design alternative was incorporated into the

latest design ofthis intersection

Zoning Commitments When the Atlantic Steel property was rezoned in 1998

specific zoning conditions were included to address the surrounding neighborhoods
concerns related to future traffic impacts Condition 4 of the current zoning requires
JAR to work with the City of Atlanta and Home Park to limit cut through traffic on

residential streets perpendicular to and south of 16th Street by means of cul de sacs

speed humps gates control arms and other traffic calming devices JAR is also

required to work with the City ofAtlanta and the Loring Heights neighborhood to limit

cut through traffic on Bishop Street In addition Condition 23 of the current zoning
requires JAR to develop a transportation management plan that will attempt to reduce

single occupancy vehicle SOV trips to and from the site Both of these conditions

represent enforceable measures on behalf of the City ofAtlanta and JAR to work with

these adjacent neighborhoods to minimize traffic impacts in the future

TCM Commitments The Atlantic Steel TCM requires annual monitoring of the

build out and performance of the Atlantic Steel site relative to certain site design and

transportation performance measures The TCM contains four site design criteria and

four performance targets which will collectively ensure that the redevelopment is

designed and built with elements that encourage alternatives to SOV trips and also that

the project will perform in ways to lower VMT and associated emissions see Section

4 3 4 4

Additional Neighborhood Commitments

Home Park and Lorins Heishts Atlantic Steel Brownfield Area and Tax Allocation

District Number Two BATAD 2 was created to make possible the redevelopment ofthe
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Atlantic Steel site and encourage additional development on the perimeter of the

redevelopment area More specifically BATAD 2 promotes maximum use ofalternative

transportation modes to minimize congestion and creates a financing tool for
transportation and other infrastructure to improve and connect major activity centers

Since certain surface streets in the adjacent neighborhoods of Home Park and Loring
Heights are included in the boundary for BATAD 2 it provides a specific process and

dedicated funding source for the implementation of future transportation projects
including potential traffic calming measures in these areas Therefore if cut through
traffic is determined to be excessive in Home Park or Loring Heights attributed to the

Atlantic Steel redevelopment or surrounding areas appropriate BATAD 2 funds would

be utilized to study and implement measures to limit cut through traffic All monies and

expenditures would be managed by the Atlanta Development Authority and the City of
Atlanta For any traffic calming measures that would require changes in traffic ingress
and egress at certain intersections the City of Atlanta would provide temporary
barricades for an agreed upon trial period to determine the effects of eliminating or

improving access

Specific to Loring Heights two proposed transportation improvement projects have

been identified as part ofdiscussions with the Loring Heights Neighborhood Association

These are 1 construction ofan elevated pedestrian bicycle bridge at Mecaslin Street

and 2 widening of Bishop Street between Northside Drive and Howell Mill Road The

City ofAtlanta and JAR will continue to work with the Loring Heights neighborhood and
the adjacent commercial district to further these projects as appropriate As stated

above it is anticipated that appropriate BATAD 2 funds would be utilized to study and

implement these projects

Anslev Park In response to concerns from the Ansley Park Civic Association

APCA and many citizens of the neighborhood about projected increases in traffic
volumes a specific agreement has been entered into by and between the APCA GRTA

GDOT the City of Atlanta and JAR The purpose of this agreement is to establish a

mechanism for the continued study of traffic in Ansley Park as a result of the Atlantic

Steel Redevelopment project and other developments in the Midtown Atlanta area The

agreement includes guaranteedfinancial commitments for the implementation of traffic
calming and control measures that are identified as a result of separate studies both

internal and external to the Ansley Park neighborhood The agreement has been duly
executed and constitutes a valid and binding agreement enforceable in accordance with

the laws ofthe State ofGeorgia and in any court ofcompetentjurisdiction The specific
agreement with APCA in no way invalidates or supercedes existing commitments of the

City ofAtlanta and the developer with the Home Park and Loring Heights neighborhoods
contained within the enforceable zoning conditions for the site and the established

BATAD 2for the area as describedpreviously

6 Pg 4 37 Section 4 3 6 Cultural Resources Change title of section to

Archaeological Historic Resources

7 Pg 4 38 Section 4 3 6 Archaeological Historic Resources Add a new paragraph
following the bulleted text to read

In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act the

Georgia State Historic Preservation Office SHPO reviewed the EA as well as
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supplementary documentation and correspondence to determine the effect ofthis project
on historic properties Based on this review the Georgia SHPO concurred that the

project will have no adverse effect on the 15 historic architectural properties identified
In addition the SHPO concurred that there will be no adverse effect on historic

archaeological resources in the project s area of potential effects conditioned upon

monitoring of construction activities along Hemphill Avenue and further consultation

with the SHPO should historic trolley tracks or water mains be discovered see Appendix
D The basisfor these determinations is included in Sections 4 3 6 1 through 4 3 6 3

8 Pg 4 59 Section 4 3 6 3 Measures Proposed to Address Cultural Resource Concerns

Replace entire text of section to read

During project construction it is recommended that a qualified archaeological
consultant monitor any construction and subsurface activities that are to occur along
Northside Drive in the vicinity of Hemphill Avenue Should the remains ofeither trolley
tracks or water pipes be located the archaeological consultant should notify the SHPO

about the nature of the findings Consultation with the SHPO and or other interested

parties would occur to discuss further treatment measures Documentation of these

resources wouldfollow Georgia Historic Preservation Division and GDOTguidelines

Impacts to historic properties in the study area associated withfuture transportation
improvements that could be proposed outside the scope of this project but as part of the

agreement with APCA as discussed in Section 4 3 3 7 are impossible to predict at this

time However several agency and public citizens including the SHPO the Georgia
Trust for Historic Preservation the Atlanta Preservation Center and citizens ofAnsley
Park raised concerns related to potential impacts offuture transportation improvements
to historic properties in Midtown In recognition of these concerns the City ofAtlanta

through the Atlanta Urban Design Commission will take appropriate steps to insure that

historic properties that might be affected by any proposed transportation improvements
are taken into account at the earliest possible opportunity This will include coordination

with the SHPO the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation the Atlanta Preservation

Center and APCA

9 Pg 4 70 Traffic Impacts 2nd paragraph Replace text to read

However because of concerns raised by the surrounding neighborhoods related to

traffic impacts a number of measures were developed to address these concerns These

measures include design modifications specific zoning and traffic monitoring
commitments for the Atlantic Steel Site and specific conditions or agreements between

various public and private entities and individual neighborhoods Based on these

commitments no disproportionate adverse impacts associated with additional traffic are

anticipated to low income or minority populations

10 Pg 5 6 List of Acronyms Delete MOU Memorandum of Understanding

11 Appendix D Agency Correspondence Add letter from W Ray Luce Historic

Preservation Division Division Director and Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

to Heinz J Mueller Chief Office of Environmental Assessment U S Environmental

Protection Agency
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C Barrett Commissioner

Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Historic Preservation Division

W Ray Luce Division Director and Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

156 Trinity Avenue S W Suite 101 Atlanta Georgia 30303 3600

Telephone 404 656 2840 Fax 404 657 1040

www gashpo org

November 17 2000

Heinz J Mueller Chief

Office of Environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency Region 4

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta Georgia 303030 8960

re 17th Street Extension GDOT Project NH 7141 00 900 P I Number 714190 and

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project
Atlanta Fulton County Georgia
HP990810 010

Dear Mr Mueller

The Historic Preservation Division HPD has reviewed the following information

submitted by the Environmental Protection Agency regarding proposed 17th Street improvements

including a bridge over 1 75 85 and the Atlantic Steel site redevelopment in Atlanta Fulton

County Georgia

Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension [GDOT Project NH 7141 00 900

P I Number 714190] and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County

Georgia prepared by the Environmental Protection Agency August 2000

Historic Architectural Properties Identification and Evaluation for the Proposed 17th

Street Extension and the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Atlanta Georgia

prepared for the Environmental Protection Agency by Parsons Engineering Science May
2000

Archaeological Assessment of the Proposed I7lh Street Extension and the Atlantic

Steel Redevelopment Project Atlanta Georgia prepared for the Environmental

Protection Agency by Parsons Engineering Science May 2000

Supplementary documentation regarding the National Register eligibility and boundaries

for the Siemens Westinghouse building at 1299 Northside Drive Atlanta Georgia

prepared for the Environmental Protection Agency by Moreland Altobelli Associates

Inc July 25 2000 and



Letter to Heinz J Mueller

November 17 2000

Page 2

E mail correspondence from Ben West Environmental Protection Agency to W Ray
Luce and Richard Cloues of HPD dated November 15 2000 outlining additional

commitments for future traffic studies in the Ansley Park Midtown area of Atlanta as part
of the Atlantic Steel redevelopment project which will be incorporated into Section

4 3 6 3 of the final Environmental Assessment

Our comments below are offered to assist the Environmental Protection Agency in

complying with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

1 We concur that the 15 historic architectural properties identified in Table 3 5 page 3 26

of the August 2000 Environmental Assessment are eligible for or listed in the National

Register of Historic Places

2 We concur that there are no archaeological resources other than possible trolley tracks

and water lines under Hemphill Avenue within the proposed project s area of potential

3 We concur that the proposed project will have no adverse effect to the 15 historic

architectural properties identified in the August 2000 Environmental Assessment

4 We concur that there will be no adverse effect to historic archaeological resources in the

project s area of potential effects conditioned upon monitoring of construction activities

along Hemphill Avenue and further consultation with HPD should historic trolley tracks

or water mains be discovered as proposed on pages 4 58 Sections 4 3 6 2 and 4 3 6 3 of

the August 2000 Environmental Assessment

We look forward to continuing to work with the Environmental Protection Agency in the

planning and implementation of the proposed project to insure compliance with Section 106 of

the National Historic Preservation Act If you have questions please contact me directly at 404

651 5983

effects

W Ray Luce

Division Director

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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DEPARTMENT O TRANSPORTATION

STATE OF GEORGIA

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

In re

IT™ STREET EXTENSION

GDOT FROJECT NH 7141 00 900

P I No 714190

and

ATLANTIC STEEL REDEVELOPMENT

FROJECT

l CC
lo njoo

Public hearing for the proposed 17 Street

Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Project Fulton County Georgia same being hosted

by U S Environmental Protection Agency and

Georgia Department of Transportation commencing

at 6 00 o clock p m September 12 2000 250

14th Street N W Atlanta Georgia same being

reported by Howard E Worley Eleanor McShaw

Certified Court Reporters

WORLEY S ASSOCIATES

COURT REPORTERS

P O BOX 475 DECATUR GEORGIA 30030

404 370—6239

noi ni ivi iiy i r i 1 ¦ i

my company is Cily Realty advisors 137 Spiuin

Street 30300 I have three specific comments

One It seems to me we have not focused on

access to mid town from Northside Drive and 1 75

While the DOT plans to do extensive improvements at

Northside and Bishop these improvements become

useless because Northside Drive has to be widened at

the 1—75 interchange Currently an average of a

hundred cars are waiting at the stop sign as thev

exit 1 75 south on to Northside Drive between 7 30 and

9 30 a m each business work day This problem is

exacerbated by traffic trying to exit off of Howell

Hill on to 1—75 south

It is very important that the DOT deal with

the Northside I 75 interchange first

Number 2 Any staging area used bv the DOT

that is not directly in the right of way should be

pulled back to the public within two years

3 Please explain why there is a ten foot

t lAKTA easement outside the proposed sidewalk between

Spring Street and West Peachtree

Thank you very much

MR BECK 1 Beck 95 Montgomery Ferry



tly sii iyost ion would I the consider i rcvjl i

oft of Peachtree Street that took cars from Peachtree

near the Jewish Synagogue back behind the PD Station

to Buford Highway in the same way there is a current

street that lets cars off of Buford Highway on to

Peachtree They made that two way or added another

I don t know if it is north or a eastbound lane

It seems to me it would alleviate a lot of

traffic problems on Peachtree Street of people

desiring to get to Buford Highway 85 North

Piedmont or Monroe Currently there is an intersection

at Monroe and Armour near the area where I would

suggest this road come in where the road cuts and

where the traffic is to come up on to Peachtree It

would seem if that is a two way that could be created

it could alleviate a lot of problems

The other thing I wanted to say this is my

concern of the neighborhood I live in Ansley Park Is

the traffic under this new proposed system and bridge

and all of the traffic being treated by this

development going to develop the traffic on the

streets in our neighborhood And right now it is way

toe much traffic It is dangerous fcr kids animals

anvthina It is alreadv saturated And this traffic

ouWI put £m o il n j I I iu i l 111 hi i i

double the ttaffic Thai 15 tcriible t nuvj to me

4

MS LEVY Valarie Hartman Levy 120 The

Prado N W Atlanta 30309

I am a resident of Ansley Park I am

committed to ln town living since I arrived in Atlanta

nine years ago I have lived m town And I believe in

the importance and vibrant midtown community which

includes development of the Atlantic Steel site

I believe that has to be counter balanced

with the ends and safety of the neighborhood in

midtown And this is not an issue about the nth

Street product it is about development _of multiple

projects in midtown and the concept of urban

development of multiple projects in midtown and the

concept of urban development Now we are going to

address through street traffic and pollution What is

bad now is only going to get worse if we do address

i t now

We need to have some reasonable solution so

you don t ruin the neighborhoods

•

MR CARR Steve Carr 850 Mercer Street

Atlanta



Tins brown f i c 1 is only partiall i

cleaned up and Hien covered with almost impet v i t

surfaces Our ground water will simply never be

cleaned up from this site

The City of Atlanta has mostly north—south

major transportation vehicle routes We need more east

west routes The city of Atlanta and Metro Atlanta

needs more alternative transportation alternatives

The City of Atlanta has had only one bicycle

transportation one street route We need your help

with this and other environmental matters

Where are the other leadership and or

programs If Carol Browner and the EFA is in favor of

the bridge then why are we having a public hearing

Will the City of Atlanta be able to separate

the Orme sewer line before construction is started

Will all storm water runoff from this site

either be reused gray water for chillers

landscaping or drained into the Howell Hill Hemphill

Water reservoir or dedicated bac1 to the

Chattachoochee River7

What is the projected impervious surface at

project completion Can most or all traffic signals be

times at the speed limit both for this project and

for At 1 ant a

J

Can o Lie into Ami i ai i t ¦
1

Station and ArLs Center MARTV in wo Lie U lo I ho

Chattachooee Industrial area7

4

MR ROGERS Harrison L Rogers Jr 2672

Battle overlook N W Atlanta 3032

I think that they need to be innovative as

we look at this project A project that is so large

has the potential for being so important for the City

and the region Important not only to the potential

residents in this area of Atlantic Steel but also for

the people in midtown who are here tonight to show

vocal opposition to the project

A suggestion that I saw described in the

Atlanta newspaper six months ago was so innovative and

so fresh with the idea and so seemingly practical that

I felt attention should be given to it before we get

this in concrete with the design of the bridge

I would like to discuss the need to

transport people and vehicles from the east side of

the west side and vice versa by some means other than

a single bridge Even a couple of bridges

The project that was described in the

newspaper six months ago envisioned covering over the

expressway with a continuous bridge from nth Street

6
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everyone that passed by In addition it would provide

access both major access and minor access across the

expressway for transportation of all sorts rails bus

pedestrian

We have in the midtown of Atlanta a very

large number of people today who have moved in the

last ten years and we only have Piedmont Park which

is burdened today and will be more burdened tomorrow

This would give the opportunity of having a larger

area for people to enjoy walking to ride bicycles or

roller blade or whatever they want to do So we would

have the opportunity to provide better access and in

addition a wonderful thing for the people of Atlanta

And 1 would encourage before we settle on a

firm design for a bridge or pair of bridges that we

look seriously at this

Thank you very much

MR ALLEN My name is Christian Allen I

live at 1125 State Street Northwest Atlanta 30318

I am in favor of the proposed 17
h
Street

bridge I think it is a wonderful opportunity for

midtown Atlanta I believe that it should run from

2
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4
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i orlhc ldo r ti P to rpjrhtrpp n ic L in ot lI

alleviate Lraflin Muit nlre idy exists on si u oi

I m In favor of all of the Atlantic Stool

Redevelopment project Thank yovi

MR HUBERT My name is Richard N Hubert

I am a lawyer and concerned citizen of the

City of Atlanta and live in the unincorporated area of

DeKalb County I have reviewed the environmental

assessment and find it woefully inadequate in terms of

meeting the fundamental conditions of NEPA Section

1 f of the Department of Transportation Account

Specifically I am aware that we are in violation of

the Clean Air Act and under a court order that was

entered into by consent by the Georgia Department of

Transportation concerning air quality and non

attainment of the ozone level in and around 13 county

areas where the City of Atlanta is located We are

about to construct a bridge that will increase the

number of single vehicle automobiles and other

transportation vehicles by some seventy three thousand

to a hundred thousand cars per day in this area It

can not help but have a significant and profoundly

adverse impact on the air quality of this city and

particularly the neighborhood surrounding the J 7



i
•

i p 1 r ¦c i1 11 1 •

neii M M l»or d rind Pni }itr 3 Slro^t

I am also aware that there is presently

extant a federal court order that deals with the

noncompliance with the Clean Water Act in the Northern

District of Georgia that was signed by Judge Thomas

Thrasher sometime last year I do net find anything in

the environmental assessment that indicates that the

court orders are complied with or there is pending any

motion or petition before the Court that would

authorize a project of this magnitude It is therefor

my conclusion that the environmental assessment and

NEPA process is going forward without federal court

approval

1 am also aware of the three s tate compact

involving Alabama Florida ahd Georgia dealing with

water allocation that has not been able to

successfully conclude any resolution of problems of

polluted water and the distribution of what they are

that might be used for growth and development within

the three states

In spite of that fact Mr Norman Copeland

of tne City of Atlanta has approved this project for

the allocation of sewer capacity and water capacity

presently presumable with the full knowledge that

suriac iHtoi run off from l his djiii i iir it J t L
¦ ill

have to be dealt wil h by e Lraoiilin ii 110 1 sure ^ ni l

will only exacerbate what is already a very serious

clean water problem

We have also done studies and reviewed the

Hagler Bailey study and has been evidenced by our

concept report response in which we contend that the

report fails to add the impact of this transportation

project on the Ansley Park neighborhood

The detailed analysis indicates that the TCM

is based on assumptions as relates to air quality

seriously and grossly underestimates future traffic

volumes and that the transient usage assumptions are

demonstrably unreliable We do not believe that the EA

or the MCU or localized emission studies remotely

establish protective measures for the neighborhood in

terms of air quality impacts which will be generated

by Atlantic Steel Redevelopment and 17
h
Street

extension I think you for this opportunity to comment

and would like to request a specific response to these

observations Yours very truly

MR BERRY My name is James Berry I m a

student at Georgia Tech 691 JW Dobbs Avenue Atlanta

I used to live in Berkeley Park 1 am a

in



Cipoiii i Tef h Undent I ini oboul 1 i 1

lucent 1 did a study on the redcvcK tut 1 idy on

this down zoning and redevelopment of midtown and in

ray study I included Atlantic Steel and midtown In my

findings I was able to sell myself and also the

readers of the paper that Atlantic Steel is going to

be the catalyst that is going to cause Atlanta to

become the 24 hour city realize its potential Also

that the density is essential for Atlanta to

revitalize its urban core and that density mind set

within the development will carry on change the way

the people will think about living in the long term

cause Atlanta to become a 24 hours city like its

American counterparts as Boston D C San Francisco

and it will bring more interest into Atlanta

internationally and nationally and change how people

see Atlanta as a city

•

MS GOLDMAN My name is Paula Goldman I

live at BO park Lane in Ansley Park

I have come to the hearing tonight to voice

my concern about the amount of traffic that is going

to be sent through our historic neighborhood by this

monumental project I would like to ask that the

residents be considered in the planning and we be

II
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bridge so that I he tmffic i not funnclol into oui

neighborhood

A

MS McFARLANE Teresa K McFarlane 242 The

Prado Ado Atlanta 30309 Ansley Park

My comment is about the traffic coming over

the bridge eastbound that is dumping onto would

Peachtree Street which at the present moment is pretty

much blocked up from 1 30 in the morning to 7 30 at

night And how is it going to accommodate any

additional traffic On the street

Also point 2 the pedestrian lanes on the

n
1
Street bridge they are walking over the downtown

connector which is a dirty filthy polluted smog

road They have nothing to look at Why would people

bother to use it as pedestrian lanes obviously

pedestrian lanes which will become car lanes down the

road

» t

MR MERLINO John Merlino 180 17th Street

Atlanta 30309

I guess what 1 would like to say is that

everyone even Atlanta is excited about this project

but I guess we don t want to ruin an 80 year old



will e ply j pro]ccl lh it is supposed to soe O COu

trips a day right in through a beautiful 80 year old

neighborhood and for anybody to believe that it won t

have an adverse effect on the neighborhood I think

they are kidding themselves or they are trying to kid

us I think there are things that can be done the make

the project more palatable modifications to the

bridge reducing its size and where it empties to I

don t think it should get beyond Spring Street and

that somehow some exit or entrance to the nighway

should be considered Otherwise it will simply become

the east west connector for Atlanta Northside to

Morninaside So I plead with the DOT and the powers

that be to reconsider the design of this bridge And

that is all I have to say

MS HANSEN Sarah Hansen 176 Peachtree

Circle Northwest Atlanta Georgia 30309

I have lived in Ansley Park for almost 29

years The traffic is as bad the volume of traffic

is as bad or worse now than it has ever been The

pollution from the cars is so heavy that I have to

clean the windows on the front of my house around my

front door at least every month Our sewers are

r 1 J ips i ii J uikIo l~ I hn o f ho I i i I I •

Additional car i puuivj into our iiO i ihl r i hood

will make all of these problems worse Hp linve chosen

to live in the city because we love the city but if

our old neighborhoods are destroyed by increased

traffic no one will want to live in the city any

more

« t

MS BROKAW Katherine Brokaw 227 Peachtree

Circle Atlanta Georgia 30309

I am a resident of Ansley Park which is one

of the Atlanta s national registered in town

neighborhoods It has been listed on the National

Register of historic places for 25 years It is a

wonderful vibrant diverse community filled with

pedestrians children on bikes grown ups on roller

blades people walking their dogs and people enjoying

a true community

I believe that the nth Street bridge and

extension east as currently planned pose a severe

threat to the community life of my precious

neighborhood

Ansley Park asks that there be no l th

Street extension east of Spring Street We ask that

the public agencies do a full blown environmental

14
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impact of tLaffic and air pollution on Ansle r n1 •

want smart growth not smog growth for ovjl in—town

neighborhoods

The Ansley neighborhood has bepn ignored in

the planning of this project The EPA has overlooked

key features of our communities from parJ s to the

neighborhood preschool We all walked those places and

we need to be able to cross our streets an safety The

EPA and the Georgia DOT should not be using our

taxpayer funds to destroy what has become a wonderful

viable urban community Thank you

«

MS WEDDELL Sallie Weddell 4J South Prado

Atlanta

I live in Ansley Park which will be affected

by the proposed 1 71h Street bridge and want to state

my opposition to having the 17th Street bridge dump

traffic onto into Ansley Park Ansley Park is a

historic neighborhood which has enjoyed 30 years of

urban renewal My family and others moved in and

repaired and renovated old homes and cleaned up the

neighborhood and not offer a very beautiful and

diverse neighborhood with public housing We have

apartments We have condominiums We have historic

15

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

IB

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

m inrj i ops o h ivu woihItl fu L pm iiul In

styl i for families ami a variety of people

The traffic that would impact our

neighborhood detrimentally affects our neighborhood

It would affect our safety our children s safety

bring noise and pollution and I would like the

Department of Transportation to look at alternatives

that don t impact our neighborhood

MR WUICHET John Wuichet 711 Delmar

Atlanta 30312

It seems there is a missed opportunity for

connecting MARTA with Amtrak in this development I

ought to be able to travel from my home at one of the

other Marta stations to a MARTA station that connects

me to Amtrak and then travel from there to other

cities like Birmingham or Washington D C

MR GLASS Jonathan Glass 40 Maddox Drive

Atlanta 30309

I am a resident of Ansley Park I see

several problems with this project not the least of

which is a lack of independent assessment of traffic

issues involving Ansley Park For the environmental

assessment to state there will be no impact on

16
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in oiving it a reasonable and independent assessinr rl

of the environmental impact of this and this reeks of

what we have come to be used to a partnership between

private developers and government in pushing through

projects that may not be in the public interest I

personally will do everything possible to try to stop

this project and I hope that our elected officials

within the State of Georgia and the federal government

will stop and listen to us and try to reevaluate how

this project will be developed

«

MR LAMAR Thomas Lamar 176 Peachtree

Circle Atlanta Georgia 30309

My statement is to put on record that

several of the officials at the EPA and the Department

of Transportation have stated that they have not taken

into account the excess weight load of cars when the

bridge from 17th Street connection across 75 85 is

implemented

The weight impact over time will destroy the

trees of middle age and older age These trees are

crucial to the protection of the air quality based on

the southern oxidant study performed at Georgia Tech
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the connection between h idc on p an 1 In i

the atmosphere combined with moio CF emissions mrl I he

natural burning of coal for electrical power plants in

the state of Georgia will continue to increase

negative impacts on the quality of life throughout the

state and surrounding regions if the green space

trees parks are not considered in the engineering of

traffic flow

Ansley Park is on the National Historic

Register and has not been recognized as such in this

design process

Old streets old sewer lines old trees will

all be damaged severely by the increased traffic if

the bridge is completed in its current design

Last week a man was killed by a tree that

fell and hit him on the head He was an arborist This

was in Ansley Park The tree probably died due to

excessive weight load from greater traffic flow

through the park Ansley Park This should be on the

consciousness and on the record before any further

design is contemplated

~ 4

MR HOHENSTEIN Louis Hohenstein 228 15

Street Ansley Park

Member of the Ansley Park Civic Association
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helieve the daLa are that EPA and DOT have core tip

with have been rigged to come to the conclusions they

want If any bridge has been built I think it should

stop at Spring Street and not go further east at

Spring Street

MR MAHON William Mahon 210 Little John

Trail Atlanta 30309

I just think that the bridge that dumps onto

Peachtree Street is very poorly thought out I think

that it will ruin a number of our neighborhoods

Sherwood Forest for one and Ansley Park_

I think DOT should consider the quality of

life in Atlanta rather than just merely building

roads for the sake of building roads

I m going to keep this statement rather

short because I know other people want to speak If

the citizens in the area adversely against this bridge

revealed this mandate and put it through for the

benefit cf the real estate developers

MR KIMBROUGH Erich Kimbrough

The first comment the increase in the

19

iinoiu t • traffic Tim project ••¦ill n iJ ¦ ¦ [
¦

¦rlil i ¦ ¦

undo irable If you drive Poach lee during ru h lion

now it is extremely backed up The project to

increase traffic forty percent without changing the

street that is the height of absurdity

I am also upset that the 11th Street bridge

is changed in concept from what they originally got

approved in the zoning What they plan to construct

today is much wider encourages much more traffic than

what was originally approved and should seek zoning

approval again

i 4

MS KATHY YANTZ I am State Representative

Kathy Yantz

And tonight I

Applause

MS YANTZ Let me first say thank you for

having this hearing And thank you for DEFAX for

finding a way for me to have my say

Tonight I asked EPA and all of the other

folks listening to hear from some of the folks 1 am

privileged to represent in the Georgia House

By way of introduction of these folks who

are going to be speaking let me be clear that the

the people who live in Ansley Park are urban voyeurs

2n
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a decision 1 i

and to stay in the City They recognized the

importance of development But they also recognize the

significance of preserving our need

And so I ask you to find ways that traffic

count development and motorists can fully live and

can live together without making the quality of life

for these folks intolerable

Thank you for hearing from us Thank you

for responding to this instance We have a ways to go

But I suggest we are going to get there

Thank you

Applause

«

MS WILLARD I am Kathy Willard I am

Atlanta City Council member Transportation Committee

I just wanted to say to everyone here that I

did hear the presentations made to the Atlanta City

Council there will be portions of this project that

will come before my Committee

I have two things to say One is the tract

that two people remind me the Atlanta City Council

web site If you go there we have a process where our

agenda is available before the Committee meetings or

Al i siw nni won M I nlnrl ny offl i n n

the e are changes roLntiv _» M this siLl Jt i onio3 to

my Committee

I really like the citizens to come to my

Committee as often as possible whenever there are

changes But I would appreciate as often as you feel

that as an opfn invitation to come so that the

people will have an opportunity to see that as often

as possible This is a very sensitive issue and all of

the people to know what is going on with that We have

very critical decisions to make

So thank you very much

MS HOLLAND My name is Kris Holland and I

am the President of Atlanta Scientific Association

and I live on The Prado

This is a historic neighborhood established

in 1901 A neighborhood that was reclaimed in the

1950s and 70s by some urban pioneers who staked out

more subdivisions Many long time residents are here

tonight to support our neighborhood Would you please

stand up

It is a beautiful place old trees and

sidewalks and we love to think in the City and we

welcome new development But this project is

22
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field into a lively work play environment Our issue

is the proposed 17th Street bridge and the inevitable

impact it will have on our historic neighborhood and

on the air we breathe This is an 82 million dollar

project funded by public taxpayer money and

specially designed to benefit this development

There is no other development in midtown

that has this deal This bridge is nothing but a huge

highway interchange And even the most conservative

estimates show that 73 000 cars per day will be

generated by this project And the environmental

assessment states that there will be no impact on the

people in Ansley Park This document masquerades an

environmental assessment It is riddled with paper

EPA where is the assessment analysis that is required

by law This is unacceptable

The retail portion alone at Atlantic Steel

is larger than Lenox Mall And EPA states no impact

We said we are staring down the barrel of a loaded

cannon where that cannon is 134 feet wide and it is

filled with cars and smog And no impact on Ansley

Park A 134 foot wide bridge of 70 excuse me 83

million dollars of public money We have been

2 1

l ooiK in I isn t nui It a »

growth

We nay no to more cars and no to more smog

We say yes to protect a vibrant m town historic

Ansley Park

MR FARNHAM Ladies and gentlemen I am

Clint Farnham

My wife Kitty ana I raised our family on

Drive and Inman Circle We are among the newer

in the neighborhood We didn t qet there until

Why we came here We saw the times of the

James Palsey Phillip Alston Deveareux

McClatchy James Sibley Julia Martin people who

suffer and mate And there was always somebody

somebody had a building somebody had a gas tank

somebody had an apartment house They had to deal We

were supposed to eat it

Well with those giants ir their time we

didn t eat it And that is why we have it today When

we arrived the new giants were on the scene Tom Beck

and Tom McGuire people iike that Gladys down at the

City Council wanted to get these people that we are

dealing with each time that we were supposed to eat

Sewell

people

1968

t imes
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and they are pointed slr nghl out over theie with

the traffic flow of massive proportions that Chris

just told you about

Ladies and gentlemen it is our turn It is

our turn It is our turn to face this massive project

that has come at us without one single soul of

consideration of any professional traffic evaluatcr

urban planner demeanor that has not been beholden to

one of the parties what is the deal

And that the dear old neighborhood the

giants that they are trying to put forth to decide

for us Ladies and gentlemen you are ao_ing to near

the petitioners This is a weak project It has normal

abilities It can be had If you stay together zoning

and planning people we can be the people of our

times It is ours to keep for our solution

«

MR HUBERT Thank you Mr Chairman I m

Richard Hubert I represent the Ansley Park Civic

Association And I live in Atlanta DeKaib County

and I practice law for a living

I would say Mr Chairman on this occasion

to be charitable that the key aid that has been
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muster And I must draw that to your attention l\\ a

couple of specific ways

First of all in the EA there is a segment

that thirteen counties surrounding and including the

City of Atlanta and Fulton County are currently out of

compliance with Federal Air Policy Control

Requirements because this region has failed to

demonstrate that the transportation activities v ill

not exacerbate existing quality of air problems or

create new quality of air problems in the region

Now having said that we are also aware

Mr Chairman that there are two Federal Court actions

presently pending dealing with air quality and with

water quality that are currently ordered that bind the

EA and every agency of the government

As we look at the Environmental Protection

Agency EPA which it seems to me nothing more than a

superficial analysis of what is about to occur here

we read this important statement The EPM Mr West

which you have touted so much is experimental in

nature and is unlike any other TPM previously

proposed

Nov our problem is that we are not only
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Court Orders as to our failure to comply in the past

but we also have a totally experimental project here

to try out for the first time on the City of Atlanta

mid town area and specifically the Anslt y Park Civic

Association And I suggest Mr Chairman that that

might be subject to challenge It certainly indicates

that we ought not to be the guinea pig in terms of how

we live and how we exist in this community

We are also led that there is water problems

in this area I read with interest Mr Copeland s

incredible statement as to how we could provide water

quality and meet the compliance requirements in the

EA I suggest to you that there has been a compact of

three states and we attempt to avoid a Supreme Court

decision on those areas and they talk in grave terms

about the effect of water quality on this State and

its existence as well as our surrounding states

And yet with some sort of back of the hand

motion of compliance Mr Copeland says oh we can

supply us with water in an area that has been

contaminated for lo these many years by grounds of

contamination that is the founder of that of the

surface water and the containment policy of the EPA s

27
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Mr ChaiLmnn it i
•

mil contention thnt th

analysis that has been done under the Clean Air Act

has been the subject matter of our comments And when

we commented on it we showed in graphic detail I

think the fact there has been a neglect of

determining what the hot spots of oh no will be We

have shown that you have not considered what the

retail traffic counts will be in terms of that you

have used as your mode} the traffic count on 1 75 95

And the process is flawed beyond repair

Therefore if I am asked by my clients in

terms of this proceeding I would say to them that I

think that we are being set up for what I call the

push dance steps of the EPA once again They will

issue the EA They will approve it And we will be the

subject of a finding a finding of no significant

impact

I believe that you should be aware of the

fact that if that happens we shall entertain the

prospect of a Federal lawsuit And in terms of that

we will not hang back from suggesting that what this

tract needs is a full blown EIS

This is not just idle talk They have raised

the mcney They have hired me to do it I am no

2R
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Lo lol you And if the Agency is supposed lo 1 lie

Environmental Protection Agency as it calls itselE

you had better be environmenta exception agency as you

are performing here That you will make sure that we

don t have to go to Court and it is not necessary

I come with an olive branch Mr Chairman

but 1 can tell you that with this studi here we will

not be able to consummate any kind of this study here

we will not be able to consummate any kind of

arrangement with this community and the problems that

we are confronted with here

1 thank you for the opportunity

MR CcCLURE My name is Gene McClure ladies

and gentlemen and 1 am a resident of 52 Gold Circle

Atlanta in the historic Ansley Park District

And as a member and resident of the Ansley

Park Civic Association I am here to state that the

Ansley neighborhood and other mid town neighborhoods

are now threatened with massive highway traffic

directed through our neighborhoods the Georgia DOT S

proposed 17th Street bridge

About a hundred years ago that great robber

baron J P Morgan said remember when somebody

propose Lometliin j Ihoie ai o always l wo ro i

ijooa reason and the real reason

Now ladies and gentlemen tonight we are

going to hear what the real reason why 100 000 traffic

cars a day will be directed into mid town

neighborhoods

Our massive highway traffic directed us from

this nth Street bridge is going to show you the real

reason This is the boondoggle bridge because this is

the way the DOT officials hope to obtain more highway

funds from the federal government to pave more asphalt

in Atlanta which will create more smog and pollution

in mid town

This is the greatest threat to our mid town

neighborhoods in more than thirty years What type of

property development could we support which creates

smog pollution and more than 100 000 new car trips

through this area How will we ever handle if No

wonder the Mayor of Jacksonville is laughing at

Atlanta And no wonder that Atlanta has taken over the

embarrassing spot of Number 1 in the nation for the

worst pollution and smog of any major metropolitan

area

It is ludicrous to suggest or to think that

we would believe that there is no significant from a

3d



major bridge and road con l met 1011 in th

neighborhood A bridge the size sufficient to span

the Missisippi river if you have ever seen the

bridge from Memphis Tennessee into Arkansas you have

an idea of what is going to be placed into the

residential neighborhoods and into tiie midtown

business area of this community What an unbelievable

unworkable unmanageable nightmare this would be I

wonder with this much money being involved how do

the people of our State from all over the rural areas

of Georgia feel about an eighty to one hundred

million dollar boondoggle bridge being built in

Atlanta to help aid a private developer s project

Now we are pleased that a contaminated

brown field could be reclaimed particularly if it

were a mixed use residential work play environment in

the middle of our city But we are not excited about

having something that is three times the size of the

Mall of Georgia supported by Spaghetti Junction to

ruin the beautiful existing midtown neighborhoods

that are the back drop for the growth stability and

vitality of this area

Ladies and gentlemen we must come to our

senses We must use thoughtfulness in dealing with

this matter Surely some elected official of our

Slato our Lfvji s loUire our city or some por on rho i

thoughtful at EPA Georgia DOT or the Governor s

Regional Transportation Authority will see this

situation as an opportunity to preserve neighborhoods

while promoting what could be a successful urban

redevelopment that is environmentally sound

Let s work together and make that happen and

stop this boondoggle bridge

MR PAXTON Good evening I am Greg Paxton

President of the Attorney General Trust Resoiirce

Preservation Just for the record I live in Ansley

Park and I work across the street

Georgia Trust is not objecting to the

development of the Atlantic Steel property even

though it is already involved in the demolition of a

dozen buildings eligible for the National Register of

Historic Places We aren t here tonight to discuss

that issue But this demolition is cause for extra

care on the part of the project in the rest of this

area in avoiding impacts on other historic resources

The environmental assessment prepared for

this project states quote Implementation of the

proposed project would increase the amount of traffic

on most of the entrances into Ansley Park and
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there is no adverse i ipnct on Ansley Pork Historic

District

This is inconsistent with 4 F provisions of

the National Transportation Account and EA should be

amended to state that there is adverse effect on the

Ansley Park Historic District

To mitigate this effect the Georgia Trust

proposes the following changes external to Ansley Par

Historic District

First of all oper up on southbound Buford

Highway Extension exit currently onto Peachtree Road

North that exit at that end of the old Equifax

Building now IXL remove the right turn only barrier

so that cars can go either north or soufh on Peachtree

from that exit as they used to do

At that end of the Buford Highway Extension

South at the corner where Rhodes South intersect

Peachtree Street just south of Rhodes Hall allow a

similar right turn only onto Peachtree Street Remove

it from one place and put it on the other Heading

south into midtown but not allowing traffic to go

straight across into Ansley Park

Thirdly on 17lh Street southbound coming

off of the bridge improve signage at West Peachtree

3J

Street to encourage use of U iford lliqhiMy Extension lo

get to Monroe Drive and West Peachtree Street And

northbound further northbound on Buford Highway

Extension build a slip lane exit onto Monroe Drive

that comes up opposite the Red Cross building to

funnel east west traffic directly onto Monroe and

avoid the neighborhood altogether

Fourthly On eastbound 17
j

Street at the

intersection of Peachtree Street permit a right turn

only This will deflect the traffic coming off of the

bridge away from Ansley Park once again

The Georgia Trust supports the Ansley Park

Civic Association s request for planning funding and

funding to complement mitigation within the

neighborhood as part of this project which will be

determined at the time the study is completed and to

have a seat at the table in deciding on and

implementing these measures

Finally the context of this project There

is no outlet for east and westbound traffic in Atlanta

between 10
h

Street and Monroe

North south there is two pairs of one way

streets Spring and West Peachtree and Juniper and

Piedmont And one two way streets Peachtree Street

south of Ansley Park But if you pursue north these
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Historic District into only two less efficient t o Wii

streets Peachtree and Piedmont

If historic flow through neighborhoods are

to remain stable substantial introduction of new cars

into these areas must be avoided Historic

neighborhoods with multiple entrance and exits act

like a wetland filtering cars through It is

inappropriate to build a culvert that directly dumps

cars into a flow through neighborhood thereby making

its residents threatened species

In conclusion if the Atlantic Steel Project

development undermines the stability of Ansley Park

Historic District the net gain for Atlanta will be

dramatically diminished We urge the development of

mitigation measures that will allow successful

development of this project while minimizing the

negative effects on midtown Ansley Park for a totally

positive net gain

Thank you

4 «

MR WEDDELL Mr Chairman I appreciate the

opportunity to be heard My name is Bruce Weddell I

live at 41 South Prado

I have lived in Ansley Park for almost a

35
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Ar slijy Park Civic Association I have been on the

Board of Directors for over a decade I have served on

the Ansley Park Beautification Foundation

And I come to you to endorse what has been

stated already in opposition to the planning process

that we have seen

Frequently when the situation developes as

we have seen it there is an embarrassing silence when

people ask for a named plaintiff one who is

definitely interested and definitely attached there

one who has a stance

The Ansley Park Civic Association has a

tnamed plaintiff

MR JONES Mr Chairman my name is Milton

Jones

I am a resident of Ansley Park and live on

Peachtree Circle I am a relatively new resident to

the area But I am certainly not a new resident to the

City of Atlanta I have seen a lot of progress happen

I have supported a lot of progress And like my

neighbors support continued progress for the City

But progress is an interesting thing

Progress requires balance What seems to be missing

ifi
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Iraditions for growth and development and for

weathering the storm

Be we have got a hurricane coming in t way

of this bridge As a neighborhood as we look at the

information that would have seen as I have looked at

the charts tonight and had conversation there are

several questions come to mind

Number 1 is a design that calls for multi-

modal use of the bridge There has been no written

guarantee to protect against what happens if there is

no funding to cause the rapid transit piece or the

transit piece to happen and to cause the bridge to be

nine lanes for automobiles or eight lanes for

automobiles That is a major concern

Secondly there is discussion but no

funding And discussion without funding is

meaningless So there has been funding made necessary

to Ansley Park to implement any changes of any studies

that were spoken to in the documents that you have

handed to have studies without funding means that we

are left with no ability to take action

Third in earlier documents there was

promises made regarding tax allocation district

UHuiiii J Tor acvin m lohborhoo ¦ Tli it 1m n i i i n
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of Georgia It is a hollow promise

Fourth The traffic projections inadequately

considers a surface flood of traffic through Historic

Ansley Park and lessor developed areas to this new

development And that is a major concern

Fifth And I quote from your document handed

out tonight Traffic conditions on some roadways and

intersections in the study area are predicted to

worsen with implementation of the project as compared

to the no action alternative Again that is a direct

quote This is why there should be no 17
h
Street

extension east of Spring Street in order to protect

Ansley Park roadways from these abominable outcomes

And then at last the memorandum of

understanding that you refer to to address community

concerns is meaningless without specific commitment of

funds to Ansley Park and other affected neighborhoods

to implement changes to overcome these concerns and

issues now and in the future

Thank you

i

MR GUBERMAN Sidney Guberman a resident of

Ansley Park

38



When our Repi nsental i vc Kali ^ in or

i nl cicd the building tliij evening with her sim

was told that no signs were allowed inside the

bu ildi ng

I understand that this project is wroth

millions and millions of dollars not only to the

developers and to the owners but to our servants the

Georgia Department of Transportation They have

forgotten whose servants they are

Four years ago when this post warrant boom

was seeking in said the cars has got to be

controlled That hasn t happened But at least the

automobile has been rained in almost every day but

not in Atlanta

The 17
1

bridge is planning a monstrosity

And it is altogether inappropriate as part of in town

Atlanta where almost magically has a scale of human

and at the same time accommodating the several office

buildings or travel circuits

The City of Atlanta has concerns that the

existing City of Atlanta sewer lines and treatment

facilities are right at capacity

So that is all I have got to say I think

it is a bad idea And I think that many of the people

who are establishing are trying to screw us
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MR COWART l ly nnmo is Lawrence Cowa r L I

live at 18 Park Lane in Ansley Park I am a member of

the Ansley Park Civic Association

I have been a resident of Ansley Park for

thirty years Longer than some not as long as many

Ansley Park is a beautiful place I suggest

you go look at it And the reason it is a beautiful

place is because of the people in this room

And it started forty years ago recovering a

neighborhood that was deteriorating very rapidly And

made it into one of the prettiest neighborhoods and

most beautiful living places in the city of Atlanta

And the reason it is is because you people

fought and we have fought and we will continue to

fight because without fighting for the things we have

prepared and preserved to make this a neighborhood

all of the work in the last 31 years would be gone

and to decrease something unusually beautiful in this

part of the City I think it would destroy something

And my message is very simple I would hate

to say that this project would not have any impact on

Ansley Park defies common sense I don t see how they

can stand up and say it will have no impact on this

beautiful neighborhood
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MS BIGGIN S My name is Veronica Higginos 1

am a member of the Ansley Park Civic association My

husband Franklin and I live in Peachtree Circle

between 16
h
and 17th Street

I love looking at this map that you have

mounted because you have a number you have used

what eight nine lanes that ends nowhere Where they

end and what happens is in my back yard It concerns

me greatly

There are certaint things that come to mind

Afterthought I think that Ansley Park is an

afterthought It became an un huh When we as a

neighborhood raised our hand and said what We are

here

Blue skies is another term that comes to

mind For those of us who live in the City it becomes

rare for us to see blue skies

Another thing that comes to mind is respect

As a community I think we pay a lot of money when it

comes to taxes When I think about the EPA and what we

do when I think about the Department of

Transportation and I think about where their salaries

come from I think about the amount of money that we
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put in l ho pool I luii ijons lo j inl Mini \i l I joul l

you to respect lis as a community to rn poi L Lli i r u I

that it would be very hard for us to take our

children as we walk our dogs every day as I look

at the traffic that is increasing now as I try to back

out of my driveway which has become almost an

impossible process

Say you respect us and give strong

consideration to where you are in your proposal in

thinking about the fact as a neighborhood we have

been there and continue to be there and we have

we are not going any place So I would ask you to not

allow to respect the blue skies and to respect us

as individuals

Thank you

« 4

MR EVINS Hello 1 am John Evins I live at

1211 Barnes Street in Home park

I am not necessarily one of you all but I

certainly empathize with what you are saying

1 am a walker I love to walk in cities I

think it is a beautiful city to walk I wish the

sidewalks were a bit wider

And which brings to mind the plan that we

are seeing tonight It seems to have been a monster
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from what I had originally heard from the developers

for Atlantic Steel And it seemed like there was so

much discussion about current activity which I

thought was a really nice work because we are

beginning to be more connective

But the manner in which we are connecting

the plan seems to be disintegrating more than

connecting in the sense that we are giving lip

service to transportation and transit alternatives

but giving red carpet to the cars

We don t have any more reason for cars If

we have more lanes we have more cars to put them We

are just going to be run over by cars really I am a ¦

wa 1 ker

I also drive my car too But I do it with a

little bit of restraint At least I plan my day to do

that And I think it is possible for all of us in this

room including those people who want to use this

facility can also do the same thing

Thank you

4

MS JIUNTA My name is Jennifer Jiunta and

we live in Inman Circle We have been coming to Ansley

Pari we have been here about five years

] tivrii in rn Hi in tli

I

of our City was people and not just amount of cars

It was built for pedestrians to live and work and play

in this family It is not something that we feel the

planners did for us

I have a degree in design And I have I

have been professionally a designer for fifteen years

The design I am looking at we are not followd Make

it more workable

Thank you

MS FLOCKS Sally Flocks PEDS PEDS is a

non profit organization dedicated to making metro

Atlanta safe and accessible to all pedestrians And it

was anything to say I am very excited about this

access that this bridge will provide to a walkable

mixed use community I think this project is very

sizeable and I don t want us to forget that

I have a few concerns however about

safety One is the concern seems to be limited to

speed of 35 miles an hour The Georgia DOT has said

that having a higher designed speed will Increase

safety because it creates a longer sigh distance or

longer line of sight What they are forgetting is tha

when we drive faster our field of vision shrinks Yet

vhfMi yrt i rrc « ¦ • low i |i f von on wid



circle and you see the surrounding area including the

sidewalk and the optical band When you are going this

side you see nothing but the land ahead and maybe a

tiny fragment on the lanes on either side

Since this is a transportation control

measure we need to get special concerns about the

safety of the pedestrians and the bicyclists And you

won t be giving that with a design speed of 35

In addition studies show that if a

pedestrian is hit by a motorist traveling 20 miles an

hour the risk of death is just five percent If they

are hit when a driver is going thirty the risk of

death is forty five percent And if the driver is

going forty the risk of death is eighty percent I

am sorry eighty five percent

This safety issue needs to be addressed on

the bridge by reducing the design speed In addition

we have a speeding issue in Ansley Park that needs to

be addressed I think this increase in traffic from

this is inevitable but I think there is much that can

be done to mitigate the speed and reduce the speed

And I think that funding needs to be dedicated or

traffic count in an area wide way

] don I agree with the neighborhood about

the hpnefits of rl Finc the traffic i i ] V
fl

S if jL

because then it will just all flow onto Beverly and

Peachtree Circle But I do think it is critical that

you prepare for it to flow throughout the

neighborhood Because traffic is like devil you are

going to fill up whatever opening is available And we

need to be prepared with area wide traffic counting

that is funded by the DOT

Thank you

MR BARRY My name is Rogers Barry And I am the

vice—president of the Ansley Park Civic Association I

reside at 19 Maddox Drive and I have been for the

past several years one of the representatives from

Ansley Park at our neighborhood planning

I have also been until just recently vice

chair of NTD

This has been a very long process I

certainly have been involved in it from the beginning

But there was this big flaw at the beginning

And I want to put it on record Mr West and

I have discussed this before but at the beginning of

the process when EPA hired 1 believe EPD Clark Gable

to manage this address I had to beg to get into the

meetings And 1 was not alJoved to participate J was

a 1 I cn nd I n o i vf
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And at that time I spoke with Ms Bless and

others who were present and including the developer

and other consultants And I said on your map at that

time the subject area stopped at Peachtree Street

Now it goes to Peachtree Circle

So at that time 1 informed you that the

world didn t end at Peachtree Street and that you

were making a very very huge mistake by not including

Ansley Park in the beginning

Since that time all of the parties have

closed guns to understand that the noise that was

coming out of Ansley Park was not just in incoupel

and that it was real What 1 am saying here tonight

is this isn t the end of environment assrssment

We are at the beginning And what I wish to

inform I have to serve and represent my neighborhood

And none of the parties none of the potential

conveyors of any kind of memorandum or belief should

for one moment not only underestimate my community s

resolve to defend itself and to you know look after

in a fair way and consider there but that we will do

it forever

«

MS ADAMS I am Sharon Adams My husband A1

and I live at 56 Westminster Drive in Ansley Park We
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have been residents of the park for fifteen years

What I have to say may be largely

reiterative of what already has been said but my

experience this evening leads me here to the

microphone

I came into the room next door and walked up

to the chart and invest myself in a discussion between

a young woman and a DOT representative talking about

the effect of the bridge on 17th street traffic And

his comment to her was that it was hoped that traffic

would use West Peachtree And she was commenting that

the fact that it would proceed east on 17th Street to

Peachtree Street And I then suggest that it wouldn t

stop at Peachtree Street but might flovT through

Ansley Park And also that there was an enormous

amount of traffic to be expected to turn through from

Piedmont to Peachtree It happens now There is no

reason to think that it wouldn t continue to happen in

ever larger numbers

Ultimately he conceded that the traffic in

Ansley would be increased But if I understood him

correctly his comment was that it would not be

unacceptable under current DOT standards as applied to

urban streets

My thought at the time and I think I made
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a comment to him that those streets were designed in

the urban present century when traffic was light and

slow Anybody who lives there now knows that it is not

light any more Those streets are abused now by people

who cut through speeding

I don t expect people to stop coming through

Ansley without reconfiguration of those streets in a

•way that I don t think will ever happen But I do

¦expect c6aperation despite DOT to come up with a

traffic plan that implements other ways to access

for east west access and provide funding and the

tools where the people in Ansley Park could protect

themselves And say that the flow will be acceptable

or not unacceptable I think I feel insulted both

personally and as a member of the Ansley Park Civic

Association

Thank you

4 •

DR ROGERS I am Harrison Rogers And I am

not a resident of Ansley Park I am a Board Member of

the Atlanta Medical Heritage that owns Academy of

Medicine on West Peachtree Street below the Biltimore

I am a member of the First Presbyterian Church that

sits on Peachtree at 16th I am an Atlanta citizen and

I pay taxes to the City
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I have heard several things tonight First

of all I heard that we are looking for the best

possible gateway bridge for this property I have also

heard the need for east west traffic solutions from

the project to the rest of the City I heard the

requirement for a mechanism to minimize a traffic dump

or drop on Peachtree Street directly into Ansley Park

I have heard for a need to consider the esthetic needs

of all of our new and old citizens of midtown

And this is an important area We are all

aware of the tremendous growth of midtown that is

going on today and the needs of these for more help

I feel that there is possibly an innovative

approach an innovative solution to thes p deeds And I

would suggest that you seriously consider cover the

expressway with a continuous bridge from 17th Street to

5th Street cover it with dirt plant grass plant

trees and have a wonderful park in this area Have

places for those folks in midtown to walk and play and

send their children to play This could be a great

thing It could open all of the streets all of the

crosc streets minor and major from east to west No

problem at all You could have them as wide or as

narrow as you need

And you talked about a best possible gateway
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bridge Can you imagine a better gateway bridge than a

park in the center of the City of Atlanta under which

all of the traffic flows

Thank you

4

MR HAILES Brian Hailes I live in the

Prado

I was going to talk numbers I don t believe

in giving numbers I think that is incorrect

In the light of what was said earlier maybe

it is best to talk in generalities how to make

points I think it is time to put me on the table

But now we have heard the passion and determination

of these residents of Ansley Park And this is not

relevant to the function and specialty of the EPA and

the DOT

But there are two contingencies that we are

concerned about The politicians who have ground field

recollection forget And the developers who have

millions of dollars involved

Now earlier on we heard how Ansley was

reclaimed from the drug dealers and motorcycle gangs

of the 1960s Well today Ansley Park neighborhood is

doctors and dentists accountants teachers bankers

There is more lawyers than you can shake a
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stick at So guess what It is the preliminary way

So it s not our intention to kill the brown

hill project and cost the developers hundreds of

millions of dollars You have been there longer than

the politicians and the developers And if necessary

you will accost the politicians and brown hill

developers And it will cost the developer hundreds o

millions of dollars

So to me it is very simple Maybe it is

time for these people to get smart Sit down at the

table cut a deal that meets the needs of the

residents of Ansley Park and then everyone will be

happy We will be able to protect our beloved

neighborhood in town and the politicians will have

their proud recognition and the developers will thei

hundreds of millions of dollars invested If not I

think everyone is specifically in danger and that is

just my way of thinking

»

MS HAMMOND My name is Jane Hammond I

would like to speak this evening on behalf of the

Atlantians For In town Neighbors It is a group

consisting of residents from thirteen neighborhoods

across the City It makes the alliance of Ansley Pari

28 Home Park midtown Morningside Lenox Park
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Northside and Piedmont Park Ridgedale Park Sherwood

Forrest Virginia Highlands Kirkuood and Garden

Hills And this is a neighborhood for lo many many

thousands of votes

The Alliance actually is opposed to the 17th

Street bridge because it uses a historical area as a

dumping ground for traffic We are not against the

development of the Atlantic Steel project We want the

EPA the developers the City and State officials to

realize that the established neighborhoods in the

midtown area are vital to the success of this project

We have been here safeguarding this midtown

and twenty four hour community for close to a hundred

years The viable neighborhood in the in town plays a

huge part in the storm of development that is taking

place in this area of town

The Atlantic Steel project would not be here

if we were not here Now this type of plan can lead

to the destruction of Ansley Park and other midtown

neighborhoods The neighborhood sees this as a notice

of precedent setting for developing in their

community So we have voted to stand together to

oppose the bridge as it is currently proposed

Officially the signs the placards and the opponents

and the way it ends at Peachtree Street where it is
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pouring some thousand of cars into all of the

neighborhoods and let me respect that all of the

neighborhoods in midtown

Maynard Jackson said that neighborhoods are

the crown jewels of Atlanta You may not enjoy this

4

MR LAMAR My name is Tom Lamar And 1 am

about to be a resident of Ansley Park I represent my

family and others in Atlanta who have multiple

interests in this project

The first thing I noticed is that no one

this evening not the DOT not the EPS has mentioned

or discussed the notion of this environment There is

no discussion at all about trees There is no

discussion at all about parks

I moved to a beautiful City that is

concerned about its environment And has great impact

on our great nation I believe that when I asked the

question could any DOT engineer or EPA official have

you taken into account the impact of the loads of cars

that should increased when the cars were brought into

the area They say the cars still weight the same And

that is unbelievable uneducated answer to a very blunt

issue

Sewer lines That is the environment Back
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ups broken lines costs dig up the streets tree

roots don t exist only where the truck hits the

ground They go out a lot depending on the height of

the tree Impact of traffic on roads where beautiful

trees that cover the asphalt and keep it cooler

Protest the air quality

The southern oxygen program performed at

Georgia Tech founded by the United States government

pushing Georgia Tech Number 1 air quality study about

parks this year shows that the problem with our great

air
~ f

ty in the State of Georgia is coal burning

power plants and automotive emission combined with

loss of trees Remove the trees and you add asphalt

You increase the heat And so on and so forth It is

not in the study

This is the beginning Thank you for

including us in the early stages of this design

process It is very clear that the one sketch that we

saw which is missing any many lines and many

thoughts is the beginning

Thank you for letting us be here

4

MR BROWN I Am Lake Brown a fifteen year

resident of Ansley Park

I think the Atlantic Steel project is
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wonderful It Is going to be do much for Atlanta

in the long run It also must share the downsize as

well by taking increase in traffic

The Ansley Park Civic Association is

proposing that traffic be stopped at 17th Street and be

routed in a different direction They also say that

traffic should be allowed on Peachtree Circle The

traffic is going to get to Highlands the other side

of town some way And also in Ansley Park the problem

is on Ansley Park Unfortunately I think that has to

be utilized more Again departure from fillers

Utilizing more 4 way stops The traffic can be slowed

rapidly through Ansley Park and have to stop every

couple of streets

Thank you very much

MR BRITTAIN My name is Nancy Brittain

And I have lived in Ansley Park for 32

years I have raised my children there And what a joy

it has been to live in downtown Atlanta And thanks to

the people who have worked so hard for us over the

years because I tell you my kids were able to walk

in the park and without worry about getting hit by

cars

Bless your hearts those of you who are
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there now I want to see your kids You have got so

many people already coming through the neighborhoods

And we all know what this weird bridge is going to do

in the future to us If we don t do something

I would ask that a traffic expert be hired

by the development company and next door about why

there would be an exit from 75 85 to this new

development but there would be no entrance back onto

the expressway

And I am reminded of an old commercial on

television several years ago You remember the Roach

Motel The bugs could get check in but they couldn t

check out Well 1 am afraid that is what have got

because we have got to find a way to get to work That

is only 75 85 We can t get to work

MR RUDDERMAN My name is Randy Rudderman I

live with my wife on Irunan Circle

And we are not opposed to progress new jobs

and certainly not development My concern regarding

the project is based on the day that it now becomes

self validated In terms of value it has enormous

potential for revisionary development but it has yet

to demonstrate this to anybody

You know examine your own data The date
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that you have got out there And your average annual

dally traffic flow And we all talk about the traffic

that they are talking about Peachtree going north

Peachtree going south Their own data states the

northbound traffic after the bridge going in front of

Rhodes Hall and Peachtree is going to be left of the

bridge Right in there The southbound traffic on

Peachtree in front of Symphony Hall and Colony Square

will be left of the bridge

I asked four of the officials from DOT

tonight if they believed this And not a single one of

them could respond Mr Chairman you expect us to

take you at your word that your own people don t

believe your own data

We also heard that excessive plans to the

plans that are you know great vision for our

future Now we are opposed to plans based on

conclusions based on various data that we were given

Thank you

MR KOBLENTZ Michael Koblentz I live in

the NPU West Loring Heights

A few years back I attempted to gain a

consensus among the NEPU E neighborhoods to develop a

position regarding the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment



And after many meetings and negotiations with the

developers I sponsored and the NPU passed by an eight

to zero vote which included Ansley Park I might add

A resolution which included many conditions to support

the redevelopment of Atlantic Steel

One neighborhood Home Park abstained on

the vote However later on because of the input and

support of Home park the project evolved into a more

urban oriented mixed use site which would be woven in

a far greater way with their own neighborhood

In the last year or two a revisionist view

of history has emerged which would make one thing

that neighborhoods were somehow left out of the

process I was at the first meeting held on this

project with the most adjacent neighborhoods Loring

Heights and Home Park as well as Georgia Tech And 1

can attest four years or so later that neighborhood

input was not only sought but most of the conditions

adopted including the 17
h
Street bridge were put

into the final documents as a result of negotiations

between the neighborhood and the developer

In fact as an eight year and longest

serving member of the Not Planning Unit E and with

scores of projects and developers which have come

online in the last few years particularly in midtown
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no developer has been more forthright and negotiable

than the Atlantic Steel Developers led by Charlie

Brown I have seen the good ones and the bad ones and

many over the years have had no regard for the

surrounding community Some have been openly hostile

of neighborhood impact input Some have attempted

to avoid the process and their shoddy and

inappropriate buildings and developments are their

lasting legacy to Atlanta

In the last few years some of us have

created a third way of looking at development in

Atlanta Instead of the note in my neighborhood

approach of some cities and neighborhoods and the

growth at any cost of others we have attempted to

promote the balanced projects which mix sound and

smart land use with profitability Particularly as a

result of both NPU E the vigilance of the Midtown

Neighborhood Association and the foresight of the

Midtown Alliance growth has been planned with a

purpose Pedestrian friendly buildings mixed use

green space have been some of the prerequisites of

most plans As a result midtown has become midtown

There are two questions that have to be

asked of growth will it be smart growth and will the

burden of the projects be equally distributed This
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leads me back to Atlantic Steel

This site has been legacted for many years

and growth was going to come one way or another My

feeling is that the project is sound and the burden is

equally distributed We take a hit in Loring Heights

as a result of the l 7th Street bridge There may be

some excessive traffic coming into the neighborhood

However we feel that the 17th Street bridges relieves

10th and 14th Streets which are bottlenecked and are

used all of the time by our residents

We don t know definitely how it will all

play out There are no certainties The point is the

growth had to happen This was a developer we could do

business with It will no longer be an environmental

eyesore And we as a neighborhood are willing to take

some risk for the greater good of the project Yes

there are no hundred percent guarantees on traffic

but overall we are looking at a net plus

We feel that other neighborhoods should

share this attitude Some risk yes but let s look at

the big picture And there are safeguards and

something called good will and trust that has

developed between the neighborhoods most of them and

the developers that if something unforeseen appears

will be dealt with We have the assurance from the
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City and we will hold them accountable and we will

sign the memorandum of understanding

Atlantic Steel now Atlantic Station can be

a model of in town growth and a firm and clear

statement against a sprawl Let s get on with the

show No more delays

MS PETERS In the interest of time I will

just make a short statement I am in the real estate

business And I am sure it must be great to get eight

million dollars in public funding for one developer

MR DEDEMADAS I am Peter Dedemadas

VOICES Can t hear you

MR DEDEMADAS I am Peter Dedemadas I own

some property at Northside Drive and Bishop This

project will increase the ground not for me not for

you all of the people inaudible

I say one thing You are good people But

some people inaudible

Thank you very much Thank you

t

MS KLENI30RT Good evening My name is

Marcia Klenbort and I am here as a citizen of

Atlanta
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I happen to live in Ansley Park But I am

very aware that our neighborhood is just one of the

neighborhoods being impacted And I would like to

speak to several of the proposed ideas that I think

are voicing a disaster to the entire city

We cannot stand a new major mall at the

Atlantic Steel site I do not know to accept whether

this is a done deal or whether the deals have been

made but we cannot stand a mall which cars and

traffic like malls do We can t stand the traffic that

the mall will bring And whether it comes off on this

dreadful 17th Street or whether it gets to use some

other way We simply cannot stand this traffic

We could stand non—automobile alternatives

And all of us have got to figure out some way that we

are going to make plans for the City that do not

depend on us each getting one person one at a time

in automobiles It is just going to kill us all

We can t stand the terrible air quality that

we know from this traffic by very hopeful after

tonight because I think that perhaps the best part

about this meeting is that the Atlanta people have

found each other and even though there should been

presence in the most outspoken spokesperson in this

group I believe that the neighborhoods and that all

of the citizens in Atlanta were concerned about these

things

I wrote a letter to the EPA on July 14

1999 And I will read a slight bit of it As far as I

can understand all of my letter of objections did was

to get me on the mailing list so I have gotten

alcohol other of things that I cannot understand in

the mail from the EPA

I wrote in this letter that the purpose of

developers and development is to make money The

purpose of residential neighborhoods once we get our

own families cared for is the be the collective

bowler that preserves the City The purpose of the EPA

is to protect City residents and institutions that

already exist from the irretrievable erosion which

destroy needs and developments in the City itself

Thank you

MR HOFFARTH I am Dennis Hoffarth 1 am the

Executive Director of the Atlanta Bicycle Campaign We

work in the ten county region but we are situated in

the City and we like living in the City

I am not a resident of Ansley Park But I am

thinking about moving there It sounds like a nice

place to live I do live in a inner city neighborhood
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and we are reclaiming some of that But 1 think that

it is so important that any project you develop with

some sort of vision not well maybe put it this

way One environmental hero of mine once said You

can t do one thing In other words you have one thing

in mind but you have lots of side effects that could

be affected here

One of the things you need to stand pat on

in this City Is that we will protect the inner City

neighborhoods Probably the thing that has had the

most impact in inner City neighborhoods over the years

is transportation projects So I hope that frankly

I was not aware of some of these issues before the

meetings Like you had the protest table out there

But I certainly heard some things that give me pause

as far as making sure we address some of these

neighborhood issues when the project is built

At the same time we have a lot of folks

with disability And an exemplary example project

especially internally and how it affects the

transportation for the future To give an example of

how we can do the inner city and urban project that

will encourage other options The City is totally

lacking in that This could be the harbinger if it is

done right and protect the inner city neighborhoods

at the same time

Someone said earlier that this was an

experiment And you felt really you can t prove

that It is going to have the problem resulting as far

as traffic that you guys are claiming

Some of the concerns we have from the

bicycle campaign is that it doesn t seem to be loaded

with those position things that are cutting edge and

on the slope for us for what can be done as far as

I don t think it includes some things that other

Cities are already doing

So we are talking with the developer and we

would like to make sure that EPA is aware of all of

the options that are available are maximizing the use

of transit of bicycles and walking

Those are our hopes of getting people out of

these cars Some carpooling But by and large that is

going to be the answer

I have got a couple of little specific

things for bicycle lanes And then I will submit

written comments by letter The 14
h
Street bridge you

are building a brand new bridge that is not going to

be replaced for at least another eighty years That is

the average It has got to have bicycle lanes

included If you don t have it on there now please
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add it

We like the idea this is the first time

we are going to see it in the Atlanta area shared bus

and bike lanes I was just up in Philadelphia and they

are doing it there It is looking great I wasn t too

sure But that is going to be a very innovative idea

that could be helpfully spread through more of the

City over the years

Of course we support that as well as the

trails being built as part of the project to encourage

people to use their bicycle And let s be reminded

that bicycling and walking also help keep people alive

and healthy And transit if we don t have this

connection bicycling and walking to the transit it

won t be used So we need to make all of these

connections

In that respect I would like to see us look

at bike racks on the busses that are going to be used

And it will just provide a much larger capture area

for those that want to ride bicycles to get to the

bus

Internally bicycle parking We need more

detail on that We need more encouragement for

businesses to actually work with their employees to

not bring their cars into Ansley Park or anywhere
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else Don t bring into the City If you can come in by

some other way And encourage provide those

incentives to the employers and the land owners —

the landlords whoever is providing property there

are very frugal ways to do that And we need to do

these state of the arc on this for this project to be

trusted and this project to go forward and really show

a great thing

Thank you

MR LOTT My name is Michael Lott And I was

living in west midtown for ten years

And I am going to say 1 am a little

confused by the attitude of a lot of people here

tonight And let me just bring up a few things that

the way I perceive things

You have a ground kill You have an area

that had no trees A factory toxic waste slowly

seeping into our soil contaminating our

neighborhoods

And the government and a private industry

has agreed to come together and clean it up That

seems like a great thing Not only that they are

going to put in a development which will provide

grocery hopefully a grocery store hopefully other
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things that will serve our community as well as an

entertainment destination

Now this is the thing that people I live

on the south end towards downtown And the downtown

neighborhood they have been clamoring for this kind

of development downtown Build small light

developments downtown I don t understand what the

problem is You are getting what we wished for

Now you have the great development here and

integrated well into Oak Park and Lonng Heights and

into West Midtown where I live the other side of

Northside Reclaim the neighborhood And then it would

be in great shape for us

Now the bridge You are saying well maybe

that is okay for those people over there But I don t

believe in the nexus for all of that So what makes a

good City When I was in Georgia Tech going through

the architecture program what needed to be studied

was City planning
— which Georgia city did we look at

when we looked at good state planning So it wasn t

Atlanta It was Savannah

Why Savannah What makes most great major

cities Not walls not barriers not divisions

between but connections We need to get from one

place to the other one neighborhood next to the other

neighborhood It seems like your neighborhood wants to

be a cul de sac You want to be a Post Apartment

Complex It seems like if you just put up a little

gate at every entrance and that would solve it

And some of us one part of the city to

the next part of the city witho9ut having to hedge tne

highway to get to one place from the other I like to

walk down streets and go from one place to the other

This bridge will help you walk it will you fight it

will help you get around It won t help me drive

through your neighborhood to get to something on the

other side

Most people now most people that I have

ever talked to don t even know how to get through

Ansley Park There will be mutiny So I wish that you

would look at Atlanta s legacy of building bypasses

So named as the new roads that have been planned

there were roads over time dividing the interest

and about keeping people from getting one place to to

other through the 60s we were notorious of putting

inroads to divide white neighborhoods from black

neighborhoods dividing poor neighborhoods from

affluent neighborhoods People would go so far as to

put roadblocks in the middle of the road They

wouldn t live in the same area as the other guys
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That seems what you guys like what you

guys are trying to do You are too good to be part of

our side of town All I am saying is let s connect

downtown be a city a community not a cul de sac

Thank you

MR ROSS Thank you for allowing me to speak

My name is Jeff Ross I live in Home Park And my

concern about this project is that I wanted to I

wonder if anyone knew about the Atlantic Steel Project

when it was in operation It was the largest producer

of airborne carcinogens in its day It has been shut

down for some time now But those products are still

in the soil

And excuse me I didn t prepare for this

But I was noticing my window sills getting very dirty

lately And I am sure that these parcels are not the

cleanest in the world And I wanted the EPA to make

sure method of keeping that site watered down while

they are doing this destruction is important and it

is not merely setting a set of standards in an office

building

Thank you

Public hearing concluded
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To Ben Wast FM USEPA US

cc John Hankmaon R4 USEPA US Kitzman Jim^epamail apa gov
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Joa Paladi^dotatala ga ua Jerry frankhn^fta dot gov
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Subtect Development o the ADantc Steel tile the 17th atieel Bridge an

Atlanta a overall Mailer Plan

Dear Mr West

Firsl ol all lei me say thank you lor he hours you have pul into this

project and the professionalism ol your presentation at the second public
hearing held last week September 12th I had the opportunity to attend a

presentation made by Joe Palladi earlier In the yearat the Ansley Park

Club but due to being out ol town I was unable to attend Ihe previous

public hearing regarding this project My husband and I appreciate the

ellort being done to develop this browntield site but we have some definite

concerns about which I am writing

Our biggest concern is that this development does rtol appear to interlace

with or address a Master Plan lor Ihe development ol our dty where is

GHTA s Involvement I was disconcerted to team thai my neighborhood and

work location Ansley Paik and Peachtree 17th streets respectively were

not considered within the area ol impact lor this development II we as a

city are going to embrace Increased density ol living within the city core
then we need lo work together to resolve how people are going to live shop
work play and move around with that Increased density Solving these

issues can be done but in my opinion H wlB take more than providing a
multi use development on the Atlantic Steel site with a connecting bridge
and extension at 17th street and increased interchanges at 1 75 185

I am concerned that not only will the 17th street Bridge and extension

considerably Increase the traffic in my neighborhood but will also increase

the traffic throughout mldtown TraHIc in mldlown Is already congested

pedestrian areas are adjacent lo 4 and 5 lane one way raceway streets and

Increased housing developments are only going to contribute to Ihis

congestion Should we not try to solve some ol ihe existing problems prior
lo compounding them I think we should be considenng increasing our Maria

rail lines and destination stops versus focusing our efforts on more roads

lor more cars In my opinion this project is a form ol suburban sprawl
only located In a more urban area It amazes and disappoints me that the

environmental assessment study falls to recognize that either my

neighborhood or Ihe larger midtown area will even be affected by this

project

Before this project proceeds I would Hie lo see thai the current plans lor

the 17th street bridge are redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley

Parti and that a more complete impact study ol traffic be done lor the

mldlown area In addition I would Ike lor you and your associates to

Identity the impacts ol this project on my neigttortiood Ansley Park and

provide solutions lo remedy those Impacts In closing I must say that

although I want to be supportive ol brownfietd developments and Increased

density ol living and multi use projects In the midtown and downtown areas

as Ihey currently exist In their design I carnot and do not support Ihe

t7lh street bridge extension or development ol Ihe Atlantic sleel site

Thank you lor your time in reading my concerns

Very Sincerely

MardaK Knight
Ansley Park Resident midtown employee
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cc

Sub ect 17th street bridge

Mr Ben West

United Stales Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 30303

He Projecl NH7141 00 900 Fullon County
GDOTPI No 714190

17th Street Bridge Irom West Peactitree Street to Northslde Orive

Dear Mr West

As a director ol Ansley Park s Civic Association and a Ansley Park

Traffic Committee member I m wnting in opposition lo the infrastructure

proposals in the Concept Report
We ve been woiking on ways lo Keep our neighborhood safe in regards to

traffic The 1 7th street bridge as It Is now designed will impact our

neighborhood greatly
We are an intown elegant historic neighborhood designed around large
common spaces conducive to biking walking and visillng your neighbors Many
ol us walh to the library the museum to the Ans Center to church and our

children to preschool A number ol residents watt to work In mldtown or

lake Marta at the Arts Center Nol exactly the norm in Atlanta This is

very similar to what the Atlanta Sleel Project Is trying lo accomplish An

Increase in traffic will change the dynamics of this unique neighborhood
Ansley Park already suffers from Increasing cut through traffic and

speeding but nol lo Ihe extent It will In the hilure Millions ol square

feet ol development are under construction or are proposed lor the area

surrounding Ansley Park By far Ihe largest Is Ihe Atlantic Steel project

Although I applaud your effort9 to clean up a brownlleld site and lo help
create a live work community I cannot support your efforts II It encourages

more traffic to travel through our historic residential neighborhood In an

effort to escape the congestion predicted to occur on surrounding surface

streets

f applaud your efforts to create an intown walk live community but I cannot

support the bridge In ihe design il is now

Sincerely

Lisa Cannon Taylor
10 Inman Circle

Atlanta GA 30309

404 872 8132

Il8a@ansl8ypark com
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C LOUIS Hohenstein

2is nmiNTH stuett

ATLANTA OlOMIA 90900

404692 00BO

September 18 2000

Mr Ben West

Environmental Protection Agency

RE Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension

and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County Ga

Dear Mr West

I am a long time resident of Ansley Park a historic and

unique neighborhood in Atlanta The proposed 17th Street Bridge and

extension as now designed will destroy our neighborhood as it

exists today It will do so because the resulting massive

increase in cut through traffic will pollute the air endanger

the safety of adults and children residing in the neighborhood
and destroy the fabric of the neighborhood as a result of the

I heavy traffic from the bridge and its extensions

I am disappointed that the environmental assessment fails to

even recognize Ansley Park will be affected by this project

There is a major unanswered question of why this has occurred I

also believe the design of the bridge and its extensions as well

as the environmental assessment are defective

I ask that the 17th Street Bridge be redesigned to divert

traffic away from Ansley Park Also I ask that the impacts on

Ansley Park thus far ignored be specifically identified and

that appropriate agencies act to mitigate and remedy the impacts

As currently designed I oppose the 17th Street Bridge and

its extensions

Sincerely

Louis Hohenstein PE
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DELLA WAGER WELLS

249 Peachlrce Circle NE

Atlanta Georgia 30309

404 881 7891 dwells@alston com

October 2 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Re Environmental Assessment 17
h
Street Extension and Atlantic Sleel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta and 1 am writing this

letter to express my grave concerns with the plans for the proposed 17th Street Bridge
The 17lh Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a massive increase in cut through
traffic in my neighborhood We support the development of the Atlantic Steel site as a

way to revitalize intown life and bring residential recreational and retail life to a site that

sorely needs exactly that kind of development We are concerned however that the 17lh
Street bridge portion of that development threatens the survival of Ansley Park one of

the oldest and most established intown neighborhood in Atlanta all in the process of

trying to create a new neighborhood modeling what Ansley Park is today The

environmental assessment present to he public fails to take into account the devastating
way in which Ansley Park will be affected by the increase in traffic which will endanger
the safety of our children walkers joggers dog walkers and others enjoying the character

of a beautiful intown walking neighborhood With the increase in dangerous vehicular

cut through traffic the very thing that makes an intown neighborhood special the

pedestrian access to residential cultural retail and recreational opportunities as well as

the wooded oasis in the middle of tall buildings will be threatened by high volume

speeding motor traffic Please do not allow our neighborhood to be destroyed as you

attempt to replicate its best features in another location

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be

redesigned lo divert traflic away from Ansley Park In addition^ you must provide an

independent nationally recognized and qualified traflic engineer to identify the impacts
on Ansley Park and implement that engineer s recommended mitigation to remedy those

impacts As currently proposed I actively oppose the 17 Street bridge and extension

project

Yours truly

Delia Wager Wells
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September I91 2000

To Mr Ben Wen

United States Environmental Proioction Agency
Atlanta Pederal Center

fi I Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30 0

Re Environment Assessment 17
k
Street Extension and Atlantic Steel

TUdevelopmcnt Project Tulton County Gcui^ia

Dear Mr West

I hive been a resident of the Antley Park neighborhood in Atlanta tince 1987
Prior to that 1 lived on 8 Street in the Midtown neighborhood for eight yean is a houte
thst I Mill own I am writing to express my grave concern with the 17 Street Bridge
project Aa I m sure you molt be aware this bridge and extension threaten to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of us

residents polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know it

today

1 understand oven though it is hard to believe the environmental asKuutem fkili to

recognize that Ansley Part will even be affected by this project We need your support to

assure thai before this project proceeds current plans for the 17 Street Bridge are

redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition we need for you to

Identify the impacts on Ansley Plrk and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts

I hope you understand why as presently proposed 1 do not support the 17 Street Bridge
and cmuuiou piujcu Please help Ansley Park work whh you to make this project an

exciting addition to our city

Cc Mr John HanVin mn

Mr Jim Kutzraan

Ms Catherine Ross

Mr Tom Coleman
Mr Joefalladi

Mr Rodney Slater

Ms Fay diMasiimo

Mr Jerry Franklin

Mi Lercy Drelhaup
Governor Roy Barnes

Senator Vincent Fort

Representative Kathy Ashe

Mr Aaron Watson

Ms Shirley Franklin

Mr Robb Pitts

Ms Susan Mendheim

Ms Shannon Powell
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September 20 2000

Mr Ben West

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 30309

RE Environmental Assessment 17 Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Protect Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

We are wnting to comment on the above noted Environmental Assessment We are long term
residence of Ansley Parti 63 Beverly Road We have reviewed the Assessment document
and attended various presentations of the protect by GA OOT and the Environmental
Protection Agency

We believe the information presented is inadequate to support the conclusions of no adverse
impact on Ansley Park Our neighborhood has and will likely continue to suffer from cut

through traffic between Piedmont Avenue and Peachtree West Peachtree A development of
the size and density of the Atlantic Steel Project with a mega bndge beginning only three
blocks from the neighbor can only create huge increases in traffic and dramatically reduce our
air quality You have Ignored the real Impacts on a viable histonc in town neighborhood and
endorsed a mulbmilllon dollar benefit to a private developer with our tax dollars

We wish to have the Assessment amendeyj based on appropnate studies and data on the
facts of traffic and air quality in Ansley Park

Under the most favorable Assessment reported data we wish to have the proposed bndge
down sized to four lanes

We request traffic remediation in the form of physical barriers traffic management devices
redirection rerouting of cut through traffic and reclassification of all neighborhood streets to
remove the Collector classifications Additionally the proposed remediation must be fully
funded and Implemented prior to the opening of the 17 Street bridge

We are of the opinion that the Assessment is technically flawed and requires substantial
amendment A presently proposed we oppote the 17 Street bridge and extension

projec

Brooke H MacKinnon

Governor Roy Barnes

Senator Vincent Fort

Representative Kathy Ashe

Ms Cathenne Ross

Mr Robb Pitts

Ansley Park Civic Association

Mr Joe Palladi Mr

Mr Rodney Slater Mr

Ms Faye diMassimo Mr

Mr Tom Coleman Mr

Ms Susan Mendheim
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September 22 2000

Via Hand Delivery «nd Facsimile No 404 562 9598

Mr Ben West

Office of EAD

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension

and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

vj Dear Mr West

I write on behalfof the Ansley Park Civic Association APCA which represents
1 300 households in the historic Ansley Park neighborhood We have reviewed the above

Environmental Assessment dated August 2000 the EA This letter addresses the EA and the

deficiencies we believe must be addressed before the IT Street extension and Atlantic Steel

redevelopment the Project proceeds Our review of the EA indicates that a number of serious

issues have not yet been addressed in analyzing and disclosing the environmental impacts of this

Project Further the EA fails to analyze the cumulative environmental impacts ofother transportation
proposals for this area such as the proposed ramp connecting 1 75 to 1 85 and proposals for HOV

access to the midtown area As a result this letter discusses only the most serious deficiencies of

the EA We reserve the right to provide further comments at a future date

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 NEPA places upon each federal

agency the obligation to consider every significant aspect of the environmental impact of a

proposed action and to inform the public that it has considered the environmental concerns in its

decision making process Baltimore Gas and Electric v Natural Resources Defense Council 462

U S 87 97 103 S Ct 2246 2252 76 L Ed 2d 437 446 447 1983 NEPA also authorizes and

directed that to the fullest extent possible the policy regulation and public laws of the United

States shall be interpreted and administered in accordance with the national environmental policy
declared in NEPA 42 U S C § 4332 1 Additionally federal agencies in compliance with the

policy ofNEPA are required to prepare a detailed statement for every recommendation or report
on proposals for legislation and other major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the

human environment 42 U S C § 4332 2 C Federal agencies are enjoined lo comply with the
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procedural requirements of the Act to the fullest extent possible An Environmental Impact
Statement EIS is the action force mechanism ofNEPA Robertson v Methow Valley Citizens

Council 490 U S 332 109 S Ct 1835 1844 104 L Ed 2d 351 1989 The Supreme Court in its

analysis has commented that an EIS serves two distinct purposes It insures that the agency in

reaching its decision will have available and will carefully consider detail information concerning
significant environmental impact and guarantees that the relevant information will be made available

to the larger audience that may also play a role in both the decision making process and the

implementation of that decision Id 109 S Ct at 1845 Thus APCA firmly believes that an EIS

will be required in as much as the Project involves 82 million of public funds and will create an

estimated 72 000 new automobile trips a day lo and from the proposed Project It also requires
construction ofan 8 lane roadway and bridge connecting the Atlantic Steel site to Midtown Atlanta

and the MARTA station APCA based on the facts set forth below urges the Environmental

Protection Agency EPA to undertake through independent contractors a full blown EIS based

on the statement regarding the types of projects that justify an EIS as set forth in 23 CFR 771 115

That regulation suggests that a four lane federal highway is a development which would normally
require an EIS

Aside from the mandates of NEPA and the regulations APCA draws the agency s

attention to the fact that there is currently pending a settlement agreement and ongoing litigation
between Georgians for Transportation Alternatives the Georgia Conservancy and the Sierra Club

claims against Wayne Shackleford and other federal agencies in civil action 99CV0160 in the United

States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia That lawsuit challenges decisions made

by the defendants to adopt approve funds or assist certain highway projects in 13 counties in the

Atlanta metropolitan area on the grounds that the decisions violate among others Section 106 c

of the Clean Air Act 42 U S C §7506 and NEPA 42 U S C §§ 4321 4370 d Plaintiffs sought an

order enjoining defendants from taking any steps lo adopt approve funds or assist the highway
projects that are attached as Exhibit A to the settlement agreement The construction of the

proposed 17th Street Bridge Project would clearly fall within the purview ofthe type ofprojects that

are subject to the injunction that is enforced in the GTA v Shackleford litigation

Further APCA is aware of pending litigation in the Northern District of Georgia

involving the City of Atlanta and the Clean Water Act which has been the subject matter of

numerous fines and noncompliance orders issued by that court involving metro Atlanta s polluted
rivers and streams It is obvious that existence of that lawsuit carries with it potential jurisdiction
over surface water storm water and sewage problems that arise from the cleanup and development
of the Atlantic Steel site The existence ofthese lawsuits involving the Clean Air Act and the Clean

Water Act themselves would dictate a fuller exploration of the impacts that might occur in

development of this Project
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Finally and most importantly before turning to the specific omissions and errors in

the analysis of this particular Project we would suggest that the EA itself acknowledges that the

proposed development would in fact violate existing federal air pollution standards and under

normal circumstances i e but for the application of a project XL designation as an exception and

experimental solution to this problem would be a bar to building the types of roads and bridges
contemplated by the 17th Street Bridge Extension The EPA has acknowledged that it has never

evaluated a project ofthis size and complexity as a transportation control measure Transportation
Control Measure is hereafter referred to as TCM Thus the current Project would not under

normal circumstances receive federal approval The application of Project XL and the TCM

designation represent a unique circumstance that requires a full environmental impact statement be

issued in this case

The material omissions from and specific errors in the analysis included in the EA

identified below demonstrate that the requirements for a detailed statement of the environmental

impacts ofthe Project set out in NEPA have not been met Further given its scope in terms of size

cost location in an urban area and potential environmental impacts this Project presents a clear case

for a full and complete EIS As presented this EA does not present a rational basis to support an

administrative finding ofno significant impact FONSI that would permit this Project to proceed
The principal concerns of the APCA with the EA are as follows

1 The EA FaUs to Acknowledge the Existence of Air Quality Problems In the Atlanta

Metropolitan Region and Active Litigation Challenging the Current ReglonalTransportatlon
Plan

The existence of 72 000 new car trips a day to and from the mix use development proposed
for the Atlantic Steel site abound with problems that are not addressed in the EA and which are

directly inconsistent with and contradictory to the Consent Order entered in the case of GTA v

Shackleford 99CV 0160 Northern District ofGeorgia This lawsuit eliminated certain grandfather

projects identified in the interim Atlanta Regional Transportation Improvement Program as adopted
by the Atlanta Regional Commission on January 28 1998 Pursuant to the opinion only 17 projects
which were being constructed were approved for further construction All other projects identified

in Exhibit B were denied advance or approved funding for construction during the period that the

Atlanta metropolitan region remains in a conformity lapse as that term is used in connection with

the Clean Air Act and its implementing regulations The court order also prohibits right of way
acquisition or additional right of way condemnation where there has not been a written offer already

accepted and further prohibits Federal Aid Highway and Transit Funds from being used or approved
for reimbursement for projects that are being designed in the Atlanta region until elimination of its

conformity lapse
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The District of Columbia Circuit Court decision attached and incorporated into the GTA v

Shackleford opinion contains under the Design and Right of Way Acquisition Projects the following

language

Design and right of way acquisitions for exempt

projects contained in 40 CFR 93 126 and 93 127 and

TCMs in an approved SIP may continue This

includes engineering and design activities that are

necessary to assess social economic and

environmental effects of the proposed actions or

alternatives as part of the NEPA process However

as noted above we cannot complete the NEPA

process I e approve a CE FONSI or FE1S until the

area has established conformity Even projects

previously found to conform and had completed the

NEPA will not be advanced in non attainment and

maintenance areas which do not have a currently

conforming plan and transportation improvement

program Thus the only projects which can receive

further approval or grants during a plan and TIP

conformity lapse are I projects exempted from the

conformity process 2 transportation control

measures TCMs which are included in an approved
state implementation plan SIP

The compliance or noncompliance of this Project with this portion of the federal Clean Air

lawsuit is not discussed in the EA in any fashion except to state that the EPA has never evaluated

a project of this size and complexity as a TCM EPA also has admitted it is using an innovative t

experimental approach to approve the entire Project as a TCM The analysis in the EA focuses on

access to the Atlantic Steel Site and does not deal with questions of direct traffic flow into the

historic Ansley Park neighborhood or the through traffic that will affect the area with the attendant

air quality and smog problems that will be created In approving the TCM before the EA process

is concluded the entire process is turned on its head and renders this exercise superfluous

In spite of the Federal Court action that eliminated grandfathering and required a cessation

of funding for all the projects in the affected area throughout the 13 county non attainment of North

Georgia the EA states that no significant short term construction air quality impacts or long term

traffic related air quality impacts are anticipated Such bold assertions without an analysis based

on objective data as has been shown in previous comments by APCA become a mere declaration
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of preference and flaccid apology for EPA prediction The EA itself in section 2 3 slates that the

entire Atlantic Steel re development would attract new automobile trips and result in new emissions

Therefore redevelopment of the site when considered in isolation would not qualify as a TCM in

the traditional sense Thus in order to justify what is otherwise a project that would violate EPA

standards and court orders the EA engages in a stretch analysis which requires the reader to

engage in the suspension of willing disbelief and accept the site location alternatives set forth in

Figure 2 1 There is not justification for such an analysis and assumption except in result in the

predetermined conclusion that this Project must be built

APCA has formed the decided opinion and conclusion that based on factual data set forth in

the EA and the lack ofattentiveness ofthe EPA representatives at the public hearing that this Project
will be the subject of a FONSI or other exceptions to the standards set forth in the statute not

because the statute authorizes it but because of the policy formulated by the EPA to provide so

called flexible read as evasive means to achieve the statutory requirements in lieu of an in depth
environment analysis which would ordinarily be performed in a full blown EIS The implementation
ofthe policy over the statutory intent and denigration thereof also violates the Federal Court Orders

which are extant and applicable to this Project For these reasons APCA ask the EPA to undertake

and construe this Project as requiring a lull EIS

2 The EA Fails to Acknowledge the Existence of Statewide Water Supply Problems

and particularly the Impact on Atlanta of Efforts Currently Underway to Address Those

Problems

In the case of Upper Chattahoochee River Keeper Fund Inc v The City of Atlanta

95CV2550 TWT various environmental groups cities counties and landowners brought an action

under the Clean Water Act against the city alleging violations of National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System NPDES permits by Combined Sewer Overflow CSO treatment facilities

Plaintiffs were accorded relief on Count II based on the Court s finding that the undisputed facts

demonstrate the City of Atlanta is violating the NPDES permits and the Clean Water Act with

respect to the subject CSO s by failing to maintain accurate records by failing to conduct first flush

sampling by failing to conduct composite sampling by failing to beat each CSO treatment facility
discharge in accordance with the CSO plan by violating Georgia Water quality standards with

respect to discharges and finally by violating the Georgia Water quality standards with respect to

fecal coliform bacteria in the receiving streams below the CSO facilities The relief then accorded

pursuant to this court order is ongoing and the City continues to incur fines as late as the week of

September 11 2000 according to newspaper accounts Among violations just cited by the EPA and

the state Environmental Protection Division were illegal discharges of raw or partially treated

sewage from city facilities during the past 18 months the failure of the city to file several reports
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on time as required by the consent order and discharges to or from the Atlantic Steel facility

which currently are under investigation

Based on the existence of that federal court order APCA can legitimately inquire as to the

conclusions slated in the EA that relate to the sufficiency of the water and sewer capacities The

responses received by the City of Atlanta officials including Remedios K Del Rosario

Commissioner Department of Water May 22 2000 and Norm A Koplon P E s responses dated

July 6 2000 2 and August I 2000 contained in Appendix 8 deal with the available capacity for

domestic and fire protection as well as sewer and storm water management Their responses

strongly assure the EPA developer that there would not be a further violation of the Clean Water Act

as set forth in Judge Thrash s Order The circumstances yield some suspicion as to exactly what is

being verified and guaranteed however A careful review ofthe correspondence of August 1 2000

and July 6 2000 regarding certain requests for clarification evinces some equivocation Of

particular note is the first letter dated July 6 in which Jacoby is directed to comply with all Codes

ordinances and regulations related to on site storm water systems and to provide detention facilities

to reduce the peak runoff from the post developed site conditions to assure that it is less than or

equal to the pre development condition It also directs that additional detention capacity must be

provided to ofTset the net increase in sanitary sewer flow in the downstream combined or the street

sewer according to short term capacity certification protocols The proposed construction of sewer

is deemed to meet the city s minimum requirements if but only if the storm drainage bypass system

is properly designed both horizontally and vertically to allow future extension to the connection

point at the Tanyard Creek CSO facility All conditions are subject to the City of Atlanta s further

approval The letter states at this time funding has not been identified for this extension The July

6 communication seems to be hardly an unconditional statement of compliance and ability to serve

this important project in terms of water sewer needs

As is evidenced by the Department of Public Works Confirmation of Adequate Capacity to

Convey New Flows in the Wastewater Collection and Transmission System dated July S 2000

q v the application ofJacoby Atlantic Redevelopment LLC shown in the Appendix specifically

alludes to the requirements ofCity Ordinance § 154 145 entitled Plans and specifications generally

which in turn directly requires the satisfaction ofthe conditions stated in Federal Lawsuit initiated

by the U S Environmental Protection Division including Paragraph VIII B 8 of the First Amended

Consent Decree between the United TWT The terms and conditions of the Consent Decree are set

forth in the application The application is approved subject to and only subject to salisfaciion of

the conditions set forth therein It is dated the 5 th day of July 2000 and is signed by Valentino T

Bates A fair reading of the application ard letter indicate that far from being approved and a

guaranteed capacity and compliance with the Federal Court Decree the approval is only subject to

conditions yet to be met The July 6 letter to Dr Hillestad from Norman Koplon also equivocates

on the question of whether or not the RM Clayton facility which currenlly treats an average daily
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flow of 86 MGD and is currently being expanded to treat an average daily flow of 103MGD

is in reality a projection as what the City can expect as relates to capacity rather than a guarantee

of that capacity Koplon s tetter indicates that the City has sufficient waste water treatment capacity
available to allow development of the proposed Atlantic Steel Project at the following projected

daily sewer flows Clearly what is approved is a limitation on sewer and water capacity which relies

on the development of a new sanitary sewer collections system through the Atlantic Steel

Development which is to be built in the future Mr Koplon s understanding is based on Jacoby
Development LLC s engineering analysis which is not supported or supplied in the EA From this

Mr Koplon opines that the city s sewer system has adequate conveyance capacity to service the

proposed development of the Atlantic Steel site The analysis indicates tftaUittofctiUivocal and

subject to limitations particularly those of the federal lawsuit that the apj nw£e based on

projections systems are not in place and that the capacity that can accommodate the water discharge
and sewer use and its projected water discharge and sewer use at this time are yet to be lawfully
accomplished

Mr Koplon s letter of August 1st seeks to clarify his two referenced letters dated July 6

2000 and discusses the need to continually update data to the public including clarification of any
information relevant to the draft environmental assessment that the EPA released on August 2 Mr

Koplon s second thought letter concludes that the capacity will be available to convey and treat

the waste water that you predict will be generated by your development between 2000 and 2012

His letter then identified the need for some clarification Clarification includes upgrades that will

soon be completed at the RM Clayton water reclamation plant Finally Mr Koplon opines that this

upgrade should increase treatment capacity substantially to handle the maximum average daily
flows of approximately 122 MGD in contrast to his expectations for average annual daily flows

referenced in previous letters Clearly the information in previous letters was not reliable and does

not represent fair and accurate estimates Mr Koplon suggests that there is planning and other work

that is underway to reduce flows from the Hemphill plant to he Orme Street combined sewer and

equivocally states in the third paragraph of his letter accordingly we are in a good position to

process your permits when you are able to provide design parameters including proposed connection

locations for review by the City staff and consultants That approval is prospective The letter then

indicates the need for implementing and developing sound alternatives for managing storm water

in the short term and indicates that his understanding has been less than perfect as to the complex
inter relationship of pipes valves and storage ponds which function to capture and convey several

waste water and storm water flows past and present He complains that he has limited experience
with the effects of setting the control valve to reduce the use of the process ponds for conveying
storm water and other flows

Mr Koplon is clearly depending on rehabilitation of the combined sewers and separate
sewers on the Atlantic Steel property to reduce the contribution of flows from Hemphill and
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upstream dry weather flows He expects the Atlantic Steel Development plans to incorporate
advanced control of both storm water and wastewater and bases his approval on the understanding
that Jacoby will reconfigure its systemofponds and channels obviously expecting in the future some

amelioration of the problem

At no point do Koplon s equivocal several responses provide assurance that I the Project
will comply with the Federal Clean Water Act litigation or 2 will be constructed in such a way as

to guarantee the existence ofsufficient water and sewage capacity APCA consequently disregards
the EA analysis of the compliance with the Clepn Water Act and availability of water capacity and

conveyance verification It is lacking in specific detail is based on conjecture and future projects

being completed It also takes into account capacity figures regarded as achieved that are only being
estimated at this time before ihey are precisely known Accordingly there is an obvious lack of

sufficient detail and information or Court approval with which to satisfy the citizens stakeholders

of APCA that this problem is being addressed in a way that will not jeopardize the environment as

to these conditions The site that is being reclaimed is subject to storm and ground water mnofTand

detention It is after all a contaminated site which presumably will require extraordinary treatment

to rid the water of pollutants in the future The EA does not demonstrate that this has been or can

be remotely achieved at a level which meets federal court standards in the near future

3 The Designation of the 17 Street Extension and the Atlantic Sletl Redevelopment
as a Transportation Control Measure by Ihe EPA b Ultra Vires

EPA proposes to grant the approval necessary for this Project to proceed under the regulatory

flexibility provided by the Project XL Program However there is no statutory or regulatory

authority for the adoption of the Project XL program by EPA Consequently any decisions made

by the EPA in furtherance of this program are lacking in any legal foundation and are ultra vires

Moreover even assuming any legal authority could be found for the adoption of the Project

XL Program there is no statutory or regulatory authority that would permit EPA to designate as a

TCM a development that increases regional air emissions on an empirical basis as this Project clearly

would EPA proposes that this Project should be designated as a TCM under a novel and unlawful

analysis That analysis would permit the EPA to analyze the air quality impacts of this Project by

comparing those impacts not on a build no build basis as they are legally required to do and have

traditionally done but rather to compare Project impacts with those of a similar development at an

alternative regional location Under a traditional build no build analysis it is improbable that this

Project would be designated as a TCM No legal authority or precedent is offered for this novel

approach a fact conceded by the EPA in the EA at Section 2 3 and in its response to APCA dated

August 16 2000
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4 Even Assuming EPA has the Legal Authority to Designate this Project as a TCM the

Project Lacks the Necessary Criteria to Qualify as a TCM

Several criteria for designation ofa project as aTCM are not adequately addressed in the EA

First a critical component of this Project is the transit connection to the MARTA Arts Center

Station to be provided by means ofa free shuttle bus service by the developer The EA assumes that

when the developer s obligation to maintain the shuttle service expires transit service at the site will

continue However no firm commitments exist to develop a transit link through this site While a

feasibility study of a transit link between the MARTA Arts Center Station and Cumberland Mall

through the Atlajuic Steel site is programmed for FY 2001 such a study provides no commitment

that any transit will in fact be built The EA includes no analysis of potential impacts on regional
air emissions should a transit service connecting the site to MARTA fail to be developed Second

as we indicated in our letter to Ms Prince on May 10 2000 there is insufficient evidence that

funding has been or will be obligated to implement the TCM Third while the TCM agreement

discusses the enforceability of the TCM obligations against the City of Atlanta and the State of

Georgia it is silent as to its enforceability against the developer or its successors or assigns Given

the importance of the obligations imposed on the developer such an omission must be addressed

Further neither the zoning conditions nor the TCM itself impose an obligation on the developer to

complete this Project It is possible that the TCM site design criteria and zoning conditions attached

to the property will be satisfied following completion ofthe first phase ofconstruction during which

time the entire public investment of funds in this Project will occur Therefore as presently
documented the Atlantic Steel redevelopment may not result in the development described in the

EA and presented to the public at various public meetings notwithstanding an investment of more

than 82 million in related transportation infrastructure At a minimum the documents should

require the developer to complete the proposed development within an acceptable period of time

This serious omission must be addressed prior to approval of the TCM

5 The Failure to Study the Impacts of this Project on the Ansley Park Neighborhood
as Required under Federal law is a Glaring Omission

As we indicated to you in our letter of April 26 2000 a full analysis of the impacts of this

project on the historic Ansley Park neighborhood is required under Section 4 0 ofthe United States

Department of Transportation Act 49 USC § 303 c US DOT Notwithstanding our earlier

comment no such analysis is provided in the EA The EA merely asserts that the 17th Street

Extension would have no adverse effect on historic resources including the Ansley Park

neighborhood Ex 4 4 3 7 This assertion is fundamentally flawed First the traffic analysis
included in the EA itself acknowledges that there will be adverse impacts on several Ansley Park

streets Second the EA incorrectly and arbitrarily defines the eastern border ofthe Area ofPotential

Effects APE as Peachtree Circle and thus precluded any analysis of the impacts of the Project on
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the entire Ansley Park neighborhood No explanation is provided for drawing the APE boundary
along Peachtree Circle Clearly once eastbound traffic enters the Ansley Park neighborhood on

Peachtree Circle it must travel through other parts of the neighborhood to exit Likewise traffic

along the Piedmont corridor seeking to use the new 17th Street extension as an east west link to

Northside Drive as planners clearly contemplate will inevitably use the Ansley Park neighborhood
for lack of other means of access to the 17a Street Extension No analysis of these traffic impacts
is provided in the EA Without the full and complete analysis of the impacts of this Project on

historic Ansley Park and the determination of the United States Secretary ofTransportation the EA

fails to meet the requirements ofNEPA and Section 4 0 of the US DOT

6 The 17 Street Bridge Design is not in Compliance with the Zoning Conditions

attached to the Atlantic Steel Property

The Atlantic Steel redevelopment is required to be built in accordance with the zoning
conditions imposed by the City of Atlanta The second such condition requires that the property
shall be developed in accordance with the Use Diagram Diagram The EA inexplicably failed

to include the Diagram However the Diagram reflects a 17th Street bridge that varies significantly
from and is inconsistent with the plan proposed by the EA Any modification of the 17th Street

bridge and extension from that included in the Diagram may only be made in accordance with the

procedures for modification of zoning approvals applicable in the City of Atlanta We are not

aware of any steps taken to date to seek approval of this significant modification

7 The Analysis of Traffic Impacts Included in the EA is Flawed

As we indicated in ACPA s letter to you dated April 26 2000 the calculation of future traffic

volume estimates rest on incorrect assumptions and may grossly underestimate future volumes The

traffic growth assumption used for freeway traffic is 1 5 in spite of an historical growth rate

ranging from 8 4 • 9 7 The traffic growth assumption used for surface traffic is 2 in spile of
an historical growth rate of2 85 ACPA s April 26 letter explains in detail why these assumptions
are incorrect and unjustified Notwithstanding our earlier comments these assumption continue to

be used in the EA without any additional justification

8 The Analysis of Air Quality Emissions included in the EA is Incorrect

Even assuming the approach to calculating regional air emissions benefits from this Project
is correct which we do not accept as indicated above the analysis of air quality emissions benefits

accruing to the region as a result of implementation of this Project is incorrect First as we indicated

10
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to Mi Prince of your office in our letter of May 10 2000 the carbon monoxide CO hotspot

analysis is flawed This analysis must be recomputed using accurate forecasts of traffic volumes for

the midtown Atlanta area In the EPA s response to our letter to Ms Prince it indicated that the

background traffic volumes used for calculating potential CO emissions are the same traffic volumes

referred to above As we indicate above these traffic volumes are speculative and incoiTect By

materially underestimating potential traffic volumes in the project area the CO hotspot analysis

lacks the necessary factual foundation It cannot be used to support the conclusion that

implementation of this Project will not result in any local CO hotspots Second as we indicated to

you in our earlier letter the transit usage assumptions used for calculating regional air quality

impacts from this Project are incorrect

9 The Assumption In the EA as to the No Build Alternative Is Unsound

The City of Atlanta and the developer provided a no build scenario for purposes of

^ comparison of impacts This no build scenario is outlined in Appendix B to the EA However this

scenario fails to acknowledge that the Atlantic Steel property was primarily rezoned from Heavy

On Industrial 1 2 to Commercial Residential Conditional C 4 C because of the requirement to

build the 17 Street Extension Any proposed redevelopment of the site without the 17 Street

| Extension would require rezoning No analysis orjustification is provided in the EA to indicate why

the concerns prompting the zoning condition that the IT Street Extens jn be built would no longer

be relevant in any rezoning application Accordingly nothing in the EA justifies the conclusion that

the property would probably be developed as indicated in Appendix B or probably be run of the

mill quality is purely speculative and revealing of a prompted predisposition on the park of Mike

Dobbins Any comparison of build no build made in the EA is contrived and unsound

10 The draft Memorandum ofUnderstanding and the Five Design Alternatives for 17

Street Fall to Address the Concerns Raised by APCA to this Project and have been Rejected

by the APCA

While the EA refers to concerns raised by neighborhoods including Ansley Park it states

that those concerns are addressed by means of the draft Memorandum of Understanding MOU

attached as Appendix I to the EA The APCA expressly rejects that draft MOU as an adequate means

of addressing neighborhood concerns In addition the five alternatives for modifications to 17

Street presented to neighborhood representatives at a meeting on May 17 2000 have been rejected

by the APCA Before this Project proceeds and prior to any decision by the APCA or the Ansley

Park neighborhood on acceptable mitigation a full and complete Environmental Impact Statement

should be completed that identifies all potential impacts of this Project on all potential areas of

it

Mr Ben West

Office of EAD

United States Environmental Protection Agency

September 22 2000

Page 12

impacts including the entire historic Ansley Park neighborhood Without such an analysis neither
the APCA nor the neighborhood can reasonably determine what specific remedies should be

adopted to mitigate the impacts of this Project Further no rational administrative body could
conclude that the requirements of NEPA have been satisfied

Conclusion

The above comments are made without the benefit of the response of the EPA to

APCA s FOIA request Accordingly APCA requests the right and opportunity to supplement this
comment to the EA Notwithstanding that request APCA urges that the EA as presently proposed
be rejected and an E1S be ordered for the project

I

Aich
Attorney for Ansley Park Civic Association

Inc

12



f^Gf hxk
f ir o

Ralph T Blrdaey

ZZO paiiitat Ctttk ^V

loj bft XI 7C0t

k~ fit i^ut
Pn ~h efcfK

Jp^ A U^{ ¦¦

ifwJ £ Sfik 6 k~ n »

lPvc r^ Jl_ abjfhu
tusfcuuL v JL

iMpd ffa prvjxrt ^
f A Sfote kyx^t tjru

H K^ S^jC^ fkxf « •
¦ tsf~ uS vcx

j
6 e J

^rr fa^iJL ~t» J^ttYK^i o\r A ^~

Jit cv ^kt~
U^ f^ 04 \L srJ ~fcj 2 0

UacJj_ L ~ mi h ^coX Crt^Yyt ¦ fyZ IVTt^yh^ fu_

^CJL t k A^ft 6
y

~th le^yfjt^ sz^co^j 7

ArtuSa ^ l^ LCsCfb ShhJi J cJj¥L
^ jbvr \A

fk ih U^ JU jaJU A^KJh fc T u U^L cA nf

Xf t TvWJ ^c 7^ SzApvf As dl ^ 4

ilut Sc^a i ft 7
j

Ikj^ ^

^TVu^uu A^ Cjl f75

At S ht K y^ l
¦ ~br «• Ou^ ftjt •ft ¦yvLajtt S f~

^e^t te fUt Ytfi trV^ot^ ^
A ^Krfn^K y^ ^Lrar^urtn^ S acA

dS fchsk^ A^t lo it A djfK d1ri£t_ ^hfK ft

6j ffu~ XSlM^cS Lt^Z
t Irxjtu^ ~fyji vdj Kje

fi Cuf {LsTH^jL fvn^o a £ajl cXt Z j£u^ f {hrc^Jl^
fx^l^dht fv U l Sf TxaAs J ^

^ y d^h^K^j^S jlaj{~futtsf C

JluAsi
y

jib ^n^ 0Yti ft l Os6 ~t

rn t fhr\tj£ td A

^jLS tk^~ t^uS Loiu^a^ C

£t A Qsu t CLorifrS ~f~Y ^jsc

p^ i f~ fyj^
Ald~ KSu s1~ Rt th_ t^lUL j i isi f^t\ jUKJZtZ Lj t

uj
¦yt^iUfdtS fya^s^tsts fyjt Kcc tr { Crnll

Jtf fat iu X {Lctf~ jj
i ot fast £jt aj tfl n Sf nru

y
er

^
fM a TjLn ht A sMTtti A^J

~

fh
Jt\jt LX

j
Cuffo

^ 7^2 rrvLnrt^ 1tn_

Sj uJl tJl\L t flu fy
K^c

kjL^L rt\ ^0Tr£ 4^ AJbovltytsH A fkoS cs

l~a^Y^ ru^ ^ ffa tornm i O^l Un nn nJl
^rh

jff fH fiu^rdl c^fn^jufk rv7L^{
JtfiUA l^e tw C re£t 7^^^ €

^jUtt^u
£L fju4 0 iU hfY Ji ~fk^ t 4

rft uUrt jUrd wl vi ut x^tujfcfa JiJL C^vu frwJkJt
a Jl K4 J ctk 4 t

nrj Jt frffel 4w«jU k
j UatfU

^c {\o^A^e4 foj h l£ JL {j faz vlc^a6v j
Uhc^ h s fri fa sfu dtzj

^x£t^P u

fUU Cftfk bpf fu t^^rr»Lajfivt PK^U
tuJl Jty tltUs Lfflox fsuntl lutasLi Q ~h ^^ j t r

J
W ~f~d ut OsUs

^
lyfjjUr



0
NAME fa ph birdsty
ADDRESS 22 ] e\cMrrP r k E

f frA

COMMENTS ZT a »i it Ai e

y flit DrapsH ls

n 1\ Sd eJ~ HnrtA^e T o Cshtnf fh »

la4X9 ¦

\ r LicJ t ^ Ao a ttvaJy
\
esry

la
j

nu lvsr t iA rJ mu Artsku fart a

3 A 7 A^j

PeJCJJr Sffr f Jh Pie too^ hd An ^ MO g

7a Pr^rA j co a d s} y u »r2 h e C ~cSt BP
S farL fa Cohtxy Seyc r J^pta ^ Stcf xnrf7

rmnH^
77

K

^r 4 htjkLtrhrtf tfftrh h bUoL fae PrvpoSi d

s T J ^ n ^ 5tW

7 SJ S

NAME Uj £L aA T

Zj TAr liLADDRESS ZJ

COMMENTS Hxg IrfUvjf
Q iJLg 9 aic

UvaLT C ^VC^ P uAa^X JlTX ^U v\^v\iiv^
»e^A iaA^Li tiLf ssLluiXToL iAy^AAjJlX » c

¦ U^flL _ ¦

X4HJMAj
T^ givers TaMJu U Ariq~Sh Tin 7^

ft —tvrH i|imw ^ r^r luevr T up c it

A Uri\fiy V f^vV A y^iAbu fcsdt u ivl| T~k

fa^1 J^AiT g^vKj7a V ~tj tUovu

_p v g—tt^~ ^ T^fl ^^

Ag Ttytv\ lu
yy

A r

p Ig MtJ iT~ m TU AltLu ^ i\J~ Lftt T

A^ju^ rWL
^ «r Cx w5 C^VLV wr

i | l ta ||i
« U^OC t^vy cltAf^rjr vJvi v ^~

7U SljA S

NAME
•

A£QU J£ fcc LADaiZ

ADDRESS Ulpfin Ajttje 7 ju L

An^^rrA Gfut c A Jgjg

COMMENtS ^ ^ 0n nt irr nf Avfrfy ZT am—LitH

t» rftr 4tla^itic —sjuju —l iieja[mFa fr a t

ilD 7»« Steed LJ MT 7T ^
yf ¦ U wr lJ ^rr Co^Oog 2^2

f cxiteP e txrr I7
u
M kT T Gf n^fPfi iJ Pt ^^nvfrrr d

ct^iAT ef «¦ bAttlsf A ru n ojl^y TXVRFT r PjCa A

Zbaurt iHfil pi it ftw g TigJ Pfff^ t JcjuU Svjy r meJriKfr
17^ AT TWj ¦ A T~ 0A V yr »• UAJVfc

rvf T«g ^ TeaUt
_ 7i Pex nteE thus v ro folk

Tfie Le^Ujce moe Putt rue A c S A^r ¦ f 0 6

bur hou rH y tjtT ooT ldnnajr Aoa^jf jmpS o rro

^ ^^r AJCt l^o^e C lvuGbO O TVuxO

e MEHsrATE yoo
AtE

^

L W thfL ^TCX 71 7

Sitzeer ujnH aJ kJHex e T jtr
o



0
NAME

ADDRESS

5M \ r

Ic PcckcmW C lScAJU j£~

A4ca_0HArf7

X^pr^ ixUtc^Fw VJ^UWUOR^U
COMMENTS Pl rt t Hr rvyt~ pr yood rv b^ uJ

Qrj^woU nr Ui htfv ^oocLg

i iAUj a^f impgytf r 3 W^
^£p Vwviin o \ 4 rjfv\ iAcjrrLt\ K

tA n c gLrrv\ ° £f

ijg P^ncMjv J g C i rou UiiiencAAhVJ

i

y
W

C^
r

NAME

ADDRESS MKbddX f»L_ A 4P~
ShnjH yfc sZ l ToJo

s77 3^ f

COMMENTS 7 MT~ 7 z FtP^ CUgjoA
£ ypturh TV 7 rrS 0a st eAPfrir

fiorr SrfrVtLcc f7trcns m c cl_

MnP jjaJ ertE s ^z0 {£ d rytJcyso

Pnfj o^iG rrM^c rZTy sr
¦SyScxAmOr

T h^r nh^ rts ^r MiT y Pcyfrr yeif£a X

TTM^ aJsU Z UU tmJa^AlsyS^ SoCLr l I

^ T^ hi^Q^fdJx €CL

NAME ^CvlA 0

ADDRESS f° Cfofl^n flO

VnaMr A V ^1 3 9

^a j f s

pnuMFUTB t ^~ iS Jn frj ttvimp^hi^tlv f A^Aoaex ov^ noh bcip ^

m Ko Pfi\fi a fcnut auAli u i\k 10

Vtt ^ 4^^ finr njy rf h r dYr^rnrh^^H K

Ok^UWiiA H pwphSO h viv^

J 4 ^Wt Ail hdiw r hRV rvcprHi r ivrCoWcY
\fl • i ^ ^ I J i A ~ n Y I i _

rThef rfjtir

»c S o«wrpscil irt ^« | iurul^hooo
VT iTY£ ltfV\C v iil J __ I ll 5 € T kOr^V M l ll Yt

plus u Tn^ 3 S«f y 0at CJ S j l\Ca^c ahxyixst~

Ol c \ o4lkS~l ~ho Ci T^ I ^

\ o

STyvj^ ucIIj 1^3 ivYio^ r ^JS
vznS £

po ^Jr ^h
0|V^

r^ ipate_^ a

^ClA _e i^o f0 44^

te hnLj 6 ffat
dr^lo^^cn f

I
btch fvv i ^ey

^osV
fYfrfo^Lt^ i^Tf X 7^^ p

^ ^

ka€lx^f ^ bo Could Bf ^KD s 1 f THtr^
l^TU^ OR 5k y^ ]^ Vr r\_S I



t ce Uck fjlojco
Sufcf 1T0 r»«t bridg project
Data 9 18 00 7 28 30 AM Centra DoyltgM Time

from MAIRDE SB

y
To West beog«pa gov
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CC Jeny tankllnQfladot gov

CC Kash®46©mlndspi1ng com Rptn«©cl attanta ga us

CC Lany dreihaupQtwa dot gov

as a resident ef ansley park and e taxpayer of allante and fatten county i em OPPOSED le the traffic flow the 17th

street bridge will create i listened to yetrpresentation last tuesdayendamwry disappointed thata man ofyour

position and character could honestly state that ansley park will notbe affectedJut the shoe en the other footJfit

were your famty and children andyour historic home endneighborhood how wouldyou respond t f THEREABE

ALTERNATIVES n fact the mostinteresting proposal was made by thegentle nan who wasNota residentofAnsley

Park i m sure you remenber the proposal to dump dirt en the bridge plant trees create a 6REENSPACE PERHAPS

SOMETHIN6LIKECENTRAL PARKINNEW YCRK Mas anyone entertained this idea There couldbe a transt t lane

forbikesendpublic transportation jogging lanes walking trails you couldewnputhorseback riding trails in whato

beautiful m6A TEWAY FOR A TLANTA I went the aHantic rite project to be successful andattract butNOTA T

THE EXPENSEOF INTOWNRESID JTS Please think about this again Mr WestJets see some LON6 TERM

PLAhNtNS andhow it will affectourenvironment Thankyou for listening Jmprinting andmailing this as a

remnder of my oppositionalJustpaid ny properly taxes on Friday the ISth T do not wantny neighborhood turned

into a cut through of speeding road raging veHcles l do not wantany more car emnissions You ere too educated and

responsible to see the feasbihty of this bridgeproject—PLEASEDOSOMETHIN6 ABOUTIT Sylvia Bernstein 19
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Mr Ban Wast

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Canter

81 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

Re Environmental Assessment ot the 17 Street Extension and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

My wife and I have been residents ol Ansley Park tor nearty ten yeare We write to express
our shock dismay anxiety and grave concerns wilh the above referenced project

The IT Street bridge and Its extension to Peachtree Street will cause a massive increase
In traffic through our neighborhood As a member of the Traffic Committee for the

neighborhood I am acutely aware of our existing problems with cut through traffic and can

only Imagine future impacts from this bridge and Its resulting traffic

I ve read the existing Environmental Assessment and it falls to recognize that Ansley Par1

will be affected by construction of the bridge end Its extension Neighborhood residents

especially children will be negatively affected as will our air quality and the historic fabric of

a neighborhood on the National Register of Historic Places

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17 Street bridge must be redesigned to

divert traffic away from Ansley Park and prevent cut through traffic In addition the impacts
on the historic Ansley Park neighboihood mutt be Identified and a plan to mitigate those

Impacts must be created

As presently proposed I do not support the 17 Street bridge and Its extension to Peachtree
Street

Very truly yours
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Subject Atlantic Steal Redevelopment

I am a resident ol Colony House in Ansley Park and also work on 17th Street

I am writing to express my outrage at the completely sell serving nature of

the environmental assessment ol the impact on the 17th Street extension I

am appalled In a city that has ore ot the worst smog records in the nation

an entire development would be concentrated on the automobile The fact

that MARTA has been eliminated from the planning process Is disturbing at

the least When will Atlanta admit that it cannot continue to tocus on the

automobile as the primary means of transportation

In addition the conclusion that there would be no significant impact on the

traffic problem defies logic Working on f 7th Street over the past 5 years

I can say that there has been a appreciable increase in the traffic on this

street How could anyone suggest that thousands of cars per day dumping
onto West Peachfree and traveling directly up f 7th Street to Peachlree would

have no Impact on the surrounding businesses and neighborhoods7

I applaud the attempt to develop the AilanHc Steel Development but Ihe plan

certainly seems significantly flawed in the means of dealing with Ihe

traffic problems Before this project proceeds the design musl consider

diverting traffic away from 17th Street and Ansfey Park fn addition the

impact on Ansley Park must be Identified and a remedy provided

Grace M Paul
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September 12 2000

Ben West U S Environmental Protection Agency
U S Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta GA 30303 8960

Rc Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Dear Ben

As President of Pedestrians Educating Drivers on Safety PEDS a non profit organization dedicated

to making metro Atlanta «nfe and accessible to all pedestrians I would like to express my support for

the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment and for the \llh Street Bridge PEDS expects the Atlantic Steel

development to be a pedestrian friendly mixed use development—which thanks to the construction

of the bridge will be accessible to people on fool This is a terrific example of Smart Growth

PEDS is concerned however by two safety issues the design speed of the bridge and the likelihood

of increased speeding traffic in Ansley P»rlr and recommends that these issues both be resolved

before he project receives final approval According to the Georgia Department of Transportation a

design speed of 35 miles per hour mph will contribute to safety by providing a longer site distance

This argument fails to recognize that a driver sfield of vision is reduced as travel speed increases

Maintaining slower speeds allows drivers to be more aware of their surroundings At 25 mph the

driver can still see that he or she must share he road with pedestrians and bicyclists At 30 mph or

higher all the driver sees clearly is the roadway ahead See pictures in Attachment A Although the

longer site distance may help prevent fender benders that result from rear end crashes the reduced

field of vision that comes with a design speed of 3Smph increases the likelihood of pedesinan vehicle

crashes which are far more likely to involve senous or fatal injuries

Much of the threat to walking safely comes from motorists speed The faster a motorist drives the

more likely injuries to persons on foot will be serious if not fatal When people walking are hit by a

car

• at 20 mph only S percent of walkers are killed

• at 30 mph 45 percent of walkers are killed and most others are seriously injured
• at 40 mph 85 percent of walkers are killed

In short the longer site distance promotes the safety of motorists at the expense of the safety of

pedestrians and cyclists Because the bridge is a Transportation Control Measure it must be designed
with particular concern for the safety of pedestrians The impact of the higher design speed on driver

behavior at the intersections of the bridge at Spring Street and at West Peachlree Street particularly
concerns me With a lower design speed motorists turning right or left on green are more likely to be

aware of pedestrians who have stepped into the crosswalk The large size of these intersections—and

their skewed designs—make his particularly important

k
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Phone 404 873 5667 Fax 404 873 6978 ••moll mfo@peds org htlpy www pedi org

Pedestrians Educating Driven on Safety
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In addition the contribution to safety of the longer site distance thai would come from a design speed
of 35mph would be seriously reduced if not negated by the increased stopping distance that results

from higher speeds The higher the speed the longer a vehicle travels at that high speed during the

driver reaction time making it that much harder to stop or swerve or otherwise react to whatever or

whomever is on the road ahead Stopping distance increase exponentially with speed See attachment

B

In response to concerns from the City of Atlanta regarding design speed State Urban Design Engineer
Joe Palladi stated that the posted speed could be 25 mph Yet the speed at which most cars travel

down the street is dictated by design factors not posted signs If you have any doubt of this t

encourage you to check out the Buford Highway extension as it approaches the Spring Street exit

Thanks to superelevation of the road drivers show little respect for the posted 35mph speed limit

If you are truly concerned to make the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment a Transportation Control

Measure you need to ensure that the bridge is designed so as to encourage pedestrian safety and

comfort According to the Florida Department of Transportation which recently developed a

mathematical formula for the Pedestrian Level of Service vehicle speed is one of the most critical

factors Pedestrians do not like walking next to high speed traffic

Finally to ensure that the bridge does not discourage walking in Ansley Park by increasing high speed
cut through traffic in that neighborhood the project needs to provide funding to mitigate the impact of

vehicle traffic generated by this project Creation of a cul de sac on 17 Street would prevent the

budge from dumping traffic onto a single neighborhood street In all likelihood however the east

west traffic generated by the bridge would be diverted to another entrance to the neighborhood such

as Pcachtree Circle Beverly Road or 16th Street For that reason the project should include a funding
commitment to install area wide traffic calming in Ansley Park

Thank you for your consideration I look forward to walking to Atlantic Station

Sincerely

Sally Flocks

Enc

cc Charlie Brown

Michael Dobbins

Lany Dreihaup
Ed Ellis

Kris Holland

Brian Leary
Joe Palladi

Shannon Powell

Catherine Ross
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Streets Influence A Driver s Behavior Street Wise

The speed 31 which most can travel down 3

roadway is dictated by several dozen environ-

mental and human factors When 60 85 of

the motonsis art driving faster than the post-

ed speed there are serious problems with the

design of ihatstiett space Speed limit signs

and the threat of enforcement do little to set

the speed of most vehicles

Physical design influences a driver s behavior

more than any other factor Often wt post a

local street for the maximum speed the law

permits {25 mph in most areas Roadway

designers will try to provide for an additional

margin of safety on the road by designing the

street to accommodate cais traveling an addi-

tional 10 mph over the posted speed limit or

35 mph Auto designers have made sure that

cars can comfortably be driven at higher end

speeds Thus many drivers travel as fast as 40

5 mph on streets where we live walk and

bicycle that are posted for 25 mph

Ideally streets and neighborhoods should be

designed so that after the fact retrofits to

calm the traffic are not necessary One ley ele-

ment to designing streets that keep cars from

speeding is to keep streets physically or visu-

ally narrow Well designed streets should also

be part of a network that disperses traffic

evenly and accommodates bikes and pedestn
ans and where the number and width of trav-

el lanes is not excessive for the traffic volume

Older traditional nairow streets built in a grid
panetn better distribute and naturally calm

traffic As shown in the diagram on the previ-

ous page the traditional design of short blocks

set in a gnd provides a human scale environ-

ment where theie are often stores and offices

not far fiom homes and multiple routes of

travel for vehicles The conventional design on

the right in contrast separates stores homes

and schools requiring us to use a motor vehi-

cle to leach most destinations In addition

long spaghetti like street patterns with few

connections require wider travel ways to

accommodate higher traffic volumes

Ihe Design Matrix for Healthy Streets next

page is taken fiom Simt Dtugn Guidelmti

fa1 Heollhy Neightxxhooth and details ideal

speeds road widths and other specifications
for livable neo tiaditional streets Street Design
Melm also provides other practical infor-

mation about residential street design

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS PEOPLE AND CARS

Rather than telling
only pedestrians 10 be

more careful motor-

ists should be held

accountable for the

consequences of their

actions in the same

way wt no longer
excuse drunk dnvers

from their crashes

Furthermore we must

also change the way

we talk about crashes

Saying someone was

hit by a car really
means that person was

hit by a driver or

motorist unless of

coune there really
wasn t anyone in the

car at the time

Speed

Much
of the threat to walking safely coma

from motorists speed The faster a

motorist drives the more likely he or she is to be

involved in a crash and the more likely injuries
to a person on fool will be serious if not fatal

Research shews that

when people walking
are hit by a car

• at 20 mph only 5

percent of walkers are

killed most injuria
are slight and 30

percent suffer no

injury
•
at 30 mph 45

percent of walkers are

killed and marry are

senously injured
•
at 40 mph 85

percent of walken are

killed

Many European
aiia have already
reduced speed limits in

residential and

downtown areas to 30

kilometers per hour

the equivalent of 18

mph Most U S residential speed limits are soil

25 mph
—

a speed limit whose potential injury
to walken is too senous even if it were strictly
observed How fast are your neighbors driving
through your community M

Waf Qo7[]E 40tl
Shortest slopping distances

Jtvni Kilnf 5and Sevwig Imi

60 mph | 60 h

70npli | 70 h

IttWKING OKTANCEl

Art You Ready For

Some Action

New you ve read about

some of the best pUoes
for walking in the United

Statu and learned about

the benefits and hazards of

walking are you ready to

rake he plunge and change
the way Our ccmrununity
looks and feets

The remaining pages of

this guide tell you what you

can do and how can get

it done Finr there s some

rechrucal information and

advice on overcoming su of

the most common obstacles

to walking—everything
from missing sidewalks to

speeding traffic

Next you ll find practical
advice on how to get

organized who to contact

and how to have an impact
in your community

Finally there s sugges-

tions on the sut most

important things to ask for

to make sure your traffic

pUnners and engineer start

to improve conditions for

walking as a matter of

routine You ll also find a lot

more resources and places
to go for help

Resources

• Killing Speed ond Sovuig
livet

UK Depoiimeni ol lionipot o

hon Mofihom Sireal london

SWI England

9

Waik Tah A Chihn s Guide to Wmkahc Communities
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PEOfSIIIANS CDUCAIING

OIIVCIS ON IAM1 INC

September 20 2000

Ben West U S Environmental Protection Agency
U S Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta GA 30303 8960

Re Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Dear Ben

As President of Pedestrians Educating Drivers on Safety PEDS I am writing to inform you

about a two year study on the environmental impact of traffic on neighborhood streets which

became the subject of Livable Streets a well respected book by Donald Appleyard
The study compared three streets in San Francisco that were identical in appearance yet quite
different in their levels of traffic They were labeled HEAVY medium and LIGHT TRAFFIC

streets on account of their average daily traffic flows of 15 750 8 700 and 2 000 vehicles

The study confirmed that heavy traffic created a whole range of problems for residents it

was dangerous noisy and its effects on neighboring and sense of possession of the street

were apparently devastating People had withdrawn altogether from heavy street leaving it

to the traffic Heavy street had little or no sidewalk activity and was used solely as a corridor

between the sanctuary of individual homes and the outside world Residents kept very much

to themselves There was no community at all On the light street on the other hand

residents were much more engaged in the street They saw it as their own territory Their

children played on the sidewalk and in the street They had more friends and acquaintances
and they were generally much more aware of its detailed qualities On light street

inhabitants were found to have three limes as many local friends and twice as many

acquaintances as those on HEAVY street Contact across the street was much rarer on HEAVY

street than on LIGHT street Medium street fell somewhere between the two extremes It was

still quite an active street although there was no street feeling of community and most activity
was confined to the sidewalk On medium street there was a feeling that the old community
was on the point of extinction Average number of friends and acquaintances was only a little

higher than on heavy street Illustrations from Livable Streets showing neighboring and

visiting noise stress and pollution and sense of home territory on the three streets are

enclosed

Without doubt the 17
1

Street Bridge will have negative impacts on the Ansley Park

neighborhood I encourage you to provide funding for area wide trafTic calming to mitigate
these impacts I also encourage you to provide assurance that if light rail is added to this

project in the future the combined bus and bike lanes will not be converted to create

additional capacity for motor vehicles

Sally Flocks President ond CEO • 1447 Peachtree Suite 801 • Atlanio Georgia 30309

Phone 404 873 5667 Fox 404 873 6978 e mail infoQpedi org hltp www ped org

Pedestrian] Educating Driven on Safety
Page 2 of 2

Thank you for your consideration Feel free to contact me if you would like more information
this study

Sincerely

Sally Flocks

Enc

cc Kathy Ashe

Faye Dimassimo

Michael Dobbins

Larry Dreihaup
Kris Holland

Catherine Ross
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Russell and Daphne Marane

20 Solf Circle

Atlanta Georgia 30309

September 19 2000

Mr Ben West

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

62 Forsyth Street

Atlanta Georgia 30303

bear Mr West

As a long time resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood I am writing you to

express my strong opposition to the 17th Street bridge project that is being
considered to support the redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel property This

project and its extension to Peachtree Street is a threat to the historic Ansley
Park neighborhood

In our opinion alternatives have not been fully considered and the adverse

environmental consequences of the proposal as it now stands have been

underestimated by the EPA

We urge to to require the Georgia Department of Transportation to explore other

alternatives before finalizing your findings under the Environmental Assessment

recently presented at a Public Hearing

S ncere y ^

Russell and Daphne Marane
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July 31 2000

Ms Kay T Prince Chief

Regulatory Planning Section

Environmental Protection Agency Region 4

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Dear Ms Prince

On behalf of the almost 7 000 employees who all work in

downtown midtown Atlanta I would like to express our strong support for the

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project It is a development at the right time in the

right place

Atlanta employers have repeatedly indicated a stroDg desire for more

housing and community development in the downtown area The Atlantic Steel

Project will no doubt enable a larger number of employees to abandon their long
commutes and live downtown near their offices and in a community
environment There will be a dramatic positive improvement in their quality of

life when this project is completed

I also thank the EPA for the great leadership you are providing on this

project and in Atlanta overall Our area needs your positive forward looking
guidance

Sincerely

President

cc Mr Ben West



A
Atlantic steel

Phone 404 697 4500 Fax 404 697 4719

286 Fourteenth Street NW • Suite B • Atlanta Georgia 30318

August I 2000

Mi Ben West

BPA Region A

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

Dear Mr West

Re Atlantic Stttl Redevelopment Traffic Control Measure

Over the years we have seen the Interstate and peripheral traffic situation become progressively
worse until it has become almost unbearable at times

The Atlantic Steel Redevelopment and the Traffic Control Measure being undertaken present a

great step in solving some of our horrendous traffic problems

The live work and play aspects of the development along with the MARTA access provision
will create a new frontier in reconciling some of these problems

1 truly believe that other developers will pursue this same approach and ultimately we should see

a substantial improvement in the traffic flows and the pollution reduction in midtown and

downtown Atlanta

Consequently please accept this letter as full support for the planned Traffic Control Measure for

the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project

President and C E O

JJW sm

cc Kay T Prince EPA

August 11 2000

Mr Ben West

Office of Environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303 8960

Re Public Comment Project NH 7141 00 900 P I 714190 Fulton County

Dear Mr West

I am responding lo your advertisement for comments on the above referenced project also called the

17 Street Extension I am strongly opposed to the proposed project

The proposed project termini cannot be justified An existing state roadway corridor 14 Street runs

parallel to Die proposed corridor and provides adequate access to this area Sufficient access presently
exists to the proposed corridor by nearby interstate exits and entrances an excellent local street grid
system existing US and State routes MARTA buses and a nulroad corridor immediately adjacent to

the area The project area already has better automobile access than roost any other locatioo in the

downtown or midtown areas Therefore there should be no need for automobile acceu improvement

Were it not for a proposed privately owned development on the former Atlantic Steel site this project
wouldn t exist Therefore this project is simply the diversion of public tax funds to subsidize a private
for profit development It doesn I address transportation problems either within the immediate vicinity
or in the region

I do not support the use of public tax dollars being diverted from legitimate transportation
improvements in this region lo support a private development owned by a small group of influential

businessmen I don t believe this project is in the interest of taxpayers or the traveling public

I question the process of how this project was added to the Regional Transportation Plan and

Transportation Improvement Plan This project wasn t previously identified in any long term plans
and was only added after influential businessmen obtained ownership of private property bordering
both sides of the proposed corridor This Is a very serious abuse of the transportation planning process

Once again I wish to state my strong opposition lo the proposed project Thank you for this

opportunity lo comment

Sincerely yours

f Jack Bumside

2532 Frascr Road

Marietta OA 30066



60 Seventeenth Street ivi

Atlanta Georgia 30309

August 17 2000

Mr Joseph P Palladi

Slate Urban Design Engineer

Department of Transportation
State of Georgia
2 Capital Square S W

Atlanta Georgia 30334 1002

Dear Mr Palladi

I appreciated your returning my telephone call and taking the time to discuss the proposed 11
1

Street Bridge Interchange More importantly the issue mentioned in your letter dated July 26

1999 addressed to Mr Mitchener President of JAMCO Properties Inc regarding the possibility

to cul de sac 17 St east of Peachtree Street at a location between the existing residential and

commercial properties This issue of great importance to me

As I mentioned on the telephone my residential property located at 60 17 St lies east of

Peachtree St but west of the alley used to service the commercial properties on Peachtree St so

I am interested in the specifics as to where such a barrier to create this cul de sac would be

placed In our conversation you mentioned a document which has heen forwarded in ihr Anslry
Park Civic Association outlining five proposals which may curtail excessive traffic into the

Ansley Park neighbourhood some of which include the possibility of this cul de sac I am

interested in reviewing this document and would appreciate your forwarding a copy to me If at

all possible 1 would also like to see the district of Ansley Park boundaries so I may know the

exact area deemed to be the boundary between the residential and commercial property on 17
1

Si I have enclosed a Federal Express envelop and pre paid airway bill for you to use to

expedite the delivery of this document to me I wish to thank you in advance for you forwarding
these documents to me

I also wish to mention that I received a few other calls resulting from our conversation I spoke
with a Mr Glen Bowman from The Department ofTransportation and Mr Ben West from the
United States Environmental Protection Agency Both gentlemen assured me that no final
decision on the control of traffic into Ansley Park has been decided to date They also provided
a linle more detail on the matter to be discussed at the meeting to be held on August 23 2000 It

is my understanding that this meeting will discuss the details of the message of understanding the

government agencies will have with the neighbourhoods bordering the Atlantic Steel Project I

advised both gentleman as I did you that the Ansley Park Civic Association is not advising their

membership of the current issues or options being presented to the leadership of the association

I am a paying member and was not aware of the proposals on traffic control nor the details on the

drafting of a message of understanding I am concerned about a leadership making such crucial

decisions without any input from their resident members If such communication had taken

place it would have alleviated the need for me to contact you directly

Additionally you may wish to know that Mr Ben West has promised to forward a reply to my

comments resulting from the April 18 2000 public information meeting My frustrations have

been somewhat muted on the issue of the cul de sac following my telephone conversations with

you Mr Bowman and Mr West I am hopeful that any additional concerns 1 have will also be

significantly reduced once I review the documents I have requested from you and the EPA reply

promised by Mr West

Once again thank you for taking the time to talk to me on this matter I icok forward to

receiving the documentation we discussed

Sincerely

aJ —¦

Dame Wohlman

Cc Mr Glen Bowman Department of Transportation
¦
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September 11 7000

Mr Ben Wert

Office of Environmental Ajseernwrt

US EnvironmottaJ Protection Agency
San Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forvyth Street SW

Atlanta G 3030 8960
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September 12 2000

My name is Gene McClure I am a resident at 52 Golf

Circle Atlanta 30309 Hy family and I have resided at

this home ta since 1978 in the historic Ansley Parle

neighborhood As a resident and member of the Ansley

Park Civic Association I am here to say that the Ansley

neighborhood and other midtown neighborhoods are now

threatened with massive highway traffic directed through

our neighborhoods from the Georgia Department of

Transportation s proposed 17th Street Bridge This is

the boondoggle bridge because this is the way our

officials hope to obtain more highway funds from the

federal government to pave more asphalt in Atlanta which

will create more smog and pollution In midtown This is

the greatest threat to our midtown neighborhoods of any

event over the last 30 years He are threatened by the

safety security and traffic of this proposal What type

of property development could we support which creates

smog pollution and more than 100 000 new car trips every

day through this area How will we ever handle it No

wonder the Mayor of Jacksonville is laughing at Atlanta

and no wonder that Atlanta has taken over the

embarrassing spot of number 1 in the nation for the worst

pollution and smog of any major metropolitan area It is

ludicrous to suggest or to think that there Is no

significant impact from a major bridge and road

construction project at this neighborhood — A bridge

the size sufficient to span the Mississippi River— if

you have ever seen the bridge from Memphis Tennessee

into Arkansas you have an idea of what is going to be

placed into the residential neighborhoods and midtown

business area of this community What an unbelievable

unworkable unmanageable nightmare this would be How do

the people of our state from all over the rural areas of

Georgia feel about an 80 to 100 million dollar boondoggle

bridge being built in Atlanta to help aid a private

developer s project We are all pleased that a

contaminated brown field coiild be reclaimed particularly

if it were a mixed use residential work play environment

in the middle of our city but we are not excited about

having something that is three tines the size of the Mall

of Georgia supported by Spaghetti Junction to ruin the

existing beautiful midtown neighborhoods that are the

back drop to the growth stability and vitality of this

area Ladies and Gentlemen we must come to our senses

We must use thoughtfulness in dealing with this matter

Surely some elected official of our state our

legislature our city or some person who is thoughtful at

EPA Georgia DOT or the Governor s Regional

Transportation Authority will see this situation as an

opportunity to preserve neighborhoods while promoting

what could be a successful urban redevelopment that is

environmentally sound



Ucci^tA ffZe oo

GENE B McCLURE P C

ATTORNEY AT LAW

FACSMl£ 1 3 CARNEGIE WAY N W TELEPHONE
404 688 1333 ATLANTA OEORQIA 30303 404 688 5000

September 19 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Re 17th Street Bridge

Dear Mr West

^ As a resident of more than twenty yean in a neighborhood which would be

O significantly adversely affected my family and 1 furnish this letter as comment and a formal

objection to the Georgia Department of Transportation s 17th Street Highway Bridge which

is being proposed in violation of all relevant environmental statutes and regulations This

bridge and its intended highway redirection threatens to ruin the beautiful area of arts

centers churches offices trees and homes known as Midtown with the historic Ansley
neighborhood as the target for this outrageous traffic redirection We urge you to stop this

massive Georgia Department of Transportation highway project and require a full

environmental impact statement and a section 4f analysis of the impact on the historical

district and neighborhoods threatened by this outrageous and unreasonable project

This confirms our support of the many thoughtful comments given by State

Representative Kathy Ashe by Ansley residents and by the attorney for APCA at your public
hearing on September 12 2000 opposing this Bridge Youi curient euviiunmeiilal

assessment fails to recognize that neighborhoods such as the Ansley neighborhood are

adversely affected by this highway Bridge and Extension and also fails to take into account

the existing and resulting violations of environmental laws This project will create a

massive junction ofvehicles pollution and smog and will choke out the vitality of the Ansley
residential neighborhood as well as the entire Midtown business and residential corridor

Please halt this process immediately so that a more sensible and reasonable approach
can be developed to deal with the 17th Street Bridge Extension and the related Atlantic Steel

redevelopment project

Very truly yours

Gene McClure

52 Oolf Circle

Atlanta Georgia 3030

PiAiK t k viW«

Hello my name is Jeanie Lewis and I live at 195 17th Street

I have lived there for 15 years

For the past three years 1 have served on the Ansley Park Civic Association Board

as Chairman of the Greenspace Committee

My job is to help maintain and improve the parks playgrounds and traffic islands in

Ansley Park

But the volunteer work I have done for the neighborhood is a drop in the bucket

compared to what many of the ANsley residents here tonight have done who have

lived in the neighborhood for 20 or 30 years

They have put in so much time and effort to keep the neighborhood intact and

protect it from encroaching development

A neighborhood like Ansley cannot be recreated elsewhere It can t be moved

When 1 tell people I live in Ansley Park they always say

Oh 1 love that neighborhood You re so lucky to live there And I know I am

It s a great place for young and old people to live for families and singles It s

curving streets parks mature trees and wide variety of architectural styles are what

make it beautiful

But what will a six lane bridge with 70 000 cars a day on it do to Ansley
I think you already know the answer

If you think about a city like Charleston SC with its beautiful intown historic

district do you think they would be considering a 6 lane bridge dumping on to King
Street Of course not

We need an independent impact study done

We need assurances of every possible traffic diversion

The bridge needs to end at West Peachtree and it should never be extended to

Peachtree Street



180 Seventeenth Street NE

Atlanta Qeorgia 30309

Sej tem6er 12 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

RE ATLANT1CSTEEL AND THE PROPOSED 17™ STREET BRIDGE

Dear Mr West

We are writing to communicate our absolute opposition to the current plans for the

proposed 17» Street Bridge and its extension We are long time residents of the Ansley
Park neighborhood and have watched the significant changes that have taken place in

Mldtown While we are supportive of the Atlantic Steel redevelopment we feel that the

developer and various state and federal agencies have not been sensitive to the long
range detrimental effect the current plan will have on our neighborhood

We are a family of walkers It Is our admittedly unscientific observation that traffic

problems have escalated significantly over the past several years The lack of adequate
east west connectors through the Mldtown area has been an Issue since the ^Sffs No

planning agency city state or federal has had the fortitude or foresight to develop a

comprehensive traffic flow study or plan for the entire area that addresses this

deficiency Now is the time for that to change

Members of the Ansley Park Civic Association have worked long and hard to

communicate the concerns of the neighborhood to the developer the DOT and the EPA

A lot has been accomplished but there are still very serious reservations regarding the

EPA s findings of no significant Impact on the neighborhood s traffic problems No

reasonable person or planner can anticipate that the estimated ± 90 000 daily trips
across the new 17 Street bridge will all move in north south patterns A large number
of those trips will take an east west route to other parts of the city Momingside
Virginia Highlands Druid Hills and points beyond Decatur Stone Mountain The

current configuration of funneling the east west commuters to the boundary of our

neighborhood and then leaving them there with no alternative but to cut through our

residential streets is Inadequate

The developer has committed to funding a comprehensive traffic study in Midtown and

Ansley Park This is a positive step but our primary concern is that there seems to be no

commitment by any agency or the developer to actually implement any

recommendations that might come from that study We want to see a commitment of

Identified funding to prevent and mitigate the impact of the proposed bridge on Ansley
Park

Mr Ben West

September 12 2000

Now is the time for the EPA to assure that the smart development concept that has
guided the Atlantic Steel redevelopment does not lead to the demise of an established
and thriving residential area That would not be so smart would it

Sincerely

cc Kris Holland President Ansley Park Civic Association
Tom Coleman Georgia Department of Transportation
Michael Dobbins City of Atlanta

Faye di Massimo Federal Highway Administration
Governor Roy Barnes
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September 13 2000

Mr Ben West

Office of Environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta OA 30303 8960

Dear Mr West

50 Hurt Plata

The Hurt Building

Grand Lobby

Atlanta Geor^i 30303

On

telephone
404 S24 COPA 2672

lai

404 658 1919

Unfortunately 1 was unable to attend the public hearing on September 12

2000 regarding the Evironmental Assessment of the Atlantic Station project

due to a prior commitment to speak downtown However I wanted to let

you know that those of us involved in inner city development in Atlanta

applaud the efforts to reclaim the former Atlantic Steel sue

The simple question we need to ask in all the discussions of the future reuse

of the property is will the proposed redevelopment add to the quality of life

of Atlanta s citizens The answer to this question is clearly yes I know

there are many difficult infrastructure issues on the table but ifthey can be

worked out through careful negotiations with the affected parties the gam to

the city and our urban environment from the creation of the Atlantic Station

project will be substantial The redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel site will

add to he appeal of Midtown and downtown as attractive altemstives for

development and provide an important positive counterweight to the endless

suburban sprawl that characterizes our region

1 hope we will see this important project become a reality

A PLACe WHCBt peOPLE LIII WORK MttT AND PL

Beck Communications Group
95 Montgomery Feriy
Atlanta Georgia 30309

Phone 404 873 144 1

Fax 404 873 3399

Jay Beck President |aybeck®mindspnng com

v— September 15 2000

Mr Ben West

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Ga 30303 8960

Dear Mr West

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project and more particularly on the effects of the proposed 17 street bridge
project

I am not opposed to the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project as proposed for

the west side on the Interstate 75 85 on the grounds of the facility

I am very much opposed to the 17ln street bridge as it is currently being proposed
for the irreparable environmental damage it will do to the quality of life and the

quality of the environment in my neighborhood Ansley Park for the following
reasons

®1
The increase of traffic from the 17lh street bridge will destroy the

environment of a 100 year old neighborhood which has taken great pains

to be a part of this city in an environmentally friendly way

The use of over 80 million in taxpayer dollars to support a wealthy
developer who has taken NO INTEREST in supporting the reasonable

requests of Ansley Park is a travesty of justice bordering on the criminal

It would be interesting to see what the FBI would uncover in a review of all

the associations of this developer and the various agencies supporting this

project

It would also be interesting to see what other neighborhoods in the Atlanta

area who have gaping potholes and dangerous roads would think of a

wealthy developer getting an 80 million gift form their government to build

an ego monument across the interstate
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The insensitivity of the developer DOT and EPA in looking for alternative

traffic solutions to considerable traffic problems implies they do not care

what happens to the traffic in the surrounding area as long as the

shoppers etc have access to the development

Why for instance could not a portion of the 80 million dollars be

considered in building a way for traffic on Peachtree street to connect to

Buford highway near the intersection of Piedmont and Buford highway
There is already a highway which permits traffic to enter Peachtree from

Buford Why not allow traffic to go the other way as well and eliminate so

much traffic on secondary roads

4 The Environmental Assessment done by EPA is a travesty

How can it claim that the traffic will stay the same or improve

How can it claim that no short term noise or long term traffic noise

impacts are anticipated

i How can you imply that Ansley Park will not be adversely affected

when you put the borders of the study area inside Ansley Park and

when traffic is predicted to DOUBLE

We don t want to spend our hard earned money in court at the Governor s office

or on Television But unless you and the developer and the DOT are willing to

sit down and discuss or needs and demands seriously and unless the developer
is willing to fund the protection of Ansley Park you are about to have a serious

fight on your hands

Sincerely

COMMENT ON THE ATLANTIC STEEL PLAN

The plan presented at the public hearing on September is deficient in the following
aspects

1 There is no mass transit plan approved by MARTA The EPA tentative approvaj is of

an all surface automobile and bus method of moving people EPA seems to have little

more than a hope that eventually MARTA will create a light rail plan for the area If

the purpose of the project is to ease air pollution from exhaust it seems clear that the

project should receive no approvals by EPA until MARTA has presented and

approved an appropriate light rail plan that includes not only the Atlantic Steel area

but all of midtown and downtown Atlanta as well Insiead EPA seems to hang its

approval on the concept that the current 171
1

street bridge proposal leaves room for a

mass transit development if it ever comes This is BACKWARDS What a way to

protect the quality of the air

2 There is no exit ramp from the project back on to the expressway Will we never

learn You can t bring hordes of cars to the site with a direct exit from 7S 85 and

then give them no means of return other then city streets The failure to build an

entry ramp to Georgia 400 from 13 should have taught DOT and EPA a lesson

Apparently it hasn t The traffic snarls and consequent air pollution resulting from

the lack the 400 interchange will be nothing compared to what will occur when you

try to funnel all the Atlantic Steel traffic onto Spring and West Peachtree where it will

back up at the first red light

3 There is no planning for how traffic is to move east of Peachtree Street Thousands

of drivers need east west access between the proposed project and Piedmont Road

and points east EPA and DOT have not considered this problem at all The map

simply stops at Peachtree Street Of course neighborhood people arc up in arms The

drivers will have no alternative but to move through their neighborhoods Several

potential alternatives were raised in the public comments last nighL Was anyone

listening Yes planning and funds need to be allocated to protect Ansley Park and the

other neighborhoods but that is only part of the answer Why has there been no

planning by DOT as to how cars are to get to Piedmont Road To spend S83 000 000

on a bridge project and give so little thought to how people will get to and from it is

shocking

4 The plan seems to have given insufficient consideration to the potential of gridlock

already facing midtown At present there are four major buildings being constructed

on 14 Street During much of the day that street is impassable now EPA says the

bridge project will ease traffic on both 10th Street and 14
h
Street No proof of that

counter intuitive statement has been presented The only east west planning has been

how to get traffic from he bridge to Spring Street West Peachtree and Peachtree As

noted above the world does not end at Peachtree Street



There is an assumption in ail of the planning that 7S 8S can carry additional heavy
traffic during peak hours of need Anyone who has witnessed that connector backed

up for miles in both directions would have to question that assumption EPA people
claim that this development will improve the air quality in Atlanta That is another

counter intuitive assertion

6 I am a professional mediator Watching the festivities last evening I was appalled by
the obvious lack of communication between government agencies and the people

immediately affected by the plan Have they not learned from the Carter Parkway
fiasco Are we doomed to ten years of litigation Please return to the drawing

boards

ABRAHAM P ORDOVER

Chief Executive Officer

Resolution Resources Corproation
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¦Unit

09 16 2000 01 34 PM
u

Sub| ct Envxomanul AsuMmant 17 Hi St Einwon AHanDc SimI

Redevotopmant Projact Fulton Ccunry Ga

I am e malling you to express my vary serious concerns about the above referenced protect I am a

resident ol Ansley Parti neighborhood 54 The Prado In Atlanta The above project In my opinion will

cause a tremendous Increase In cut through traffic In front of my home and In the neigftoorhood This
Increase tn traffic will pose a threat to the safety of children and other residents of the neighborhood It

will also cause an Increase In pollution of the air from the increase vehicular traffic as well as changing
the character of the neighborhood
Before the project proceeds the following must be aocompftshed 1 The plan tor the 17th St bndge

must be redesigned to divert traffic from the Ansley Park neighborhood 2 The Impact on Ansley Park
must be Identified 3 These impacts must be removed and at the very least lessened
As presently proposed I do NOT support the above referenced project In fact I strongly oppose It

Very Iruly yours

J S Kommar

IH^I • att1 htm
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To Ben Wasl R4 USEPA US®EPA

cc lanB^iparkhorsfl com

Subject Ansley Park Atlanta

Dear Mr West

I am a proud resident Ansley Park and I am wiling you lo express my deep

concern with the 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Sleel Redevelopment

Project The proposed bridge extension poses ard unacceptable threat It

will create a massive traffic Influx endanger our residents particularly
our children and destroy one ol Atlanta s oldest and most pristine

neighborhoods

The current project plan must be revisod to redesign the extension and

divert traffic away Irom the Ansley Park neighborhood In addition any

other Impacts must bs assessed and mitigation actions taken

I am strongly opposed lo Ihe project as presently delined I along wilh my

neighbors will put lorth the lull strenglh ol our lonnldable financial

political and community resources to do whatover necessary 10 preserve and

protect Ansley Parti II Is a unique sanctuary n the midst ol Ihe overgrown

and under planned sprawl of Atlanta development I hope thai you will work

with us In a spirit ol cooperation to lind a positive solution to this

crisis

Please lee Iree to contact us directly al 404 249 9486

Merrick and Lane Olives

235 Beverly Road NE

Ansley Park

Atlanta Georgia 30309

UtQ^cd d 0o

SatonsATL@aol com To Ben Won R4AJSEPAAJS®EPA

09 18 2000 06 38 PM

cc

Subtsct Atlantic Station Bridga Concarns ol Analey ParV

Dear Mr West

As a resident ol Ansley Paik I am writing lo express alarm al the current

plans lo direct traffic resulting from Atlantic Station and beyond straight
into my neighborhood

A healthy already reclaimed tax pay ng residential neighborhood should

never be degraded in order to promote a sexy new one with a lot ol political
buzzwords

It should never happen that such a neighborhood be ignored and lied to by its

public servants There can be no sane statement thai Ansle Park will sutler

negligible impact Irom this development its bridgo and the traffic fiom the

west side

This is not an Insoluble problem The Ansley neighbors assert thai diversion

and mitigation are possfcle and should be Ihe responsibility of the pecple
who will prolit Irom the development which is domonstrably not Ansky Park

Please share with your upstream colleagues that this household emphatically
does not support and has given money lor the legal light against this bndge
as proposed

Sincerely

Selene and Donald Morgan
15 Inman Circle Atlanta
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Selene and Don Morgan
15 Inman Circle N E Atlanta GA 30309 3331

Phone 404 892 6630 Fax 404 892 613 E mail SeleneAU@aol com

September 19 2000

Mr Heinz J Mueller Chief

Office of Environmental Assessment

Environmental Accountability Division

United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 4

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta GA 30303 8960

Dear Mr Mueller

Thank you for convening the Public Hearing on September 12 2000 for the 17 Street Extension

and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project

Regarding the documents which accompanied your Dear Citizen letter I would like to make the

following comments

Water Quality and Wetlands

The City ofAtlanta has confirmed that the existing City ofAtlanta sever lines and treatment

fticlllties have adequate capacity to convey atul treat the estimated wastewaterflowsfrom the

proposed development

I The entire world knows that the City of Atlanta s sewer lines and treatment systems are in an

advanced state of disrepair and failure and that massive fines are being paid daily by the City as

ordered by the federal judiciary How can any thinking individual accept the City of Atlanta s

confirmation of adequacy

Traffic
Traffic conditions in the design yearfor this project Year 2025 on the majority of surface

roadways and intersections in the study area are predicted to siay the same or improve with the

construction ofthe 17 Street Bridge andExtension traffic conditions on some roadways and

intersections in the study area are predicted to worsen with implementation ofthe

project these should not adversely affect the overall traffic patterns in these areas

As regards the concerns of the Ansley Park community it is notable that the study area does

not include Ansley Park except for Peachlree Circle which is one block into the neighborhood

Streets through Ansley Park offer east west access to Piedmont Monroe and 1 85 and the 17

Street Bridge can only make this connection clearer By resolutely refusing to acknowledge the

completely obvious impact that will occur in Ansley Park the EPA and its EA divorce themselves

from any possible credibility

Mr Heinz J Mueller Page Two

The Memorandum ofUnderstanding offers Ansley Park absolutely no mitigation in any form
that could remotely be considered tangible or binding Just how stupid does the EPA think its
constituents are9 This is an insult Insults do not promote cooperation

A ir Quality
No significant short term construction air quality impacts or long term traffic related air quality
impacts are anticipated

By its own estimates the EPA DOT propose that Atlantic Station will promote 80 000 to

100 000 new car trips per day in the Midtown area Stating that this will have no impact on air

quality is preposterous on the face of it and again undermines credibility

Noise

No significant short term construction noise and vibration impacts or long term traffic noise

im xicls are anticipated

In Ansley Park we hear 1 85 the Connector and ALL the construction activity in the Midtown
commercial districts now We hear the bulldozers working on the Atlantic Steel site now We
hear and feel the big trucks on the freeways now How then is it possible that noise will not be
increased during the long build out And another 100 000 additional car trips a day does this
estimate even include the heavy trucks which will be needed to service the retail and other
commercial facilities in Atlantic Siation Once again this statement in the EA detiroys credibility
beyond any recall

Cultural Resources

OJf sile roadway improvements would not haw any adverse effects on any listed or eligible
National Register properties

Since Ansley Park is on the National Register and since your tiuncated study area does in fact
include Peachtree Circle this statement is a contradiction Obviously Ansley Park in its entirety
should be in the study area and then the whole neighborhood would be found to be impacted
adversely by any reasonable analysis of the projections for the project

Environmental Justice

Is justice only available to minorities There is no justice in the EPA driven juggernaut which
seeks to ignore lie to and disrespect our successfully reclaimed historic tax paying
neighborhood No thriving neighborhood anywhere should ever he degraded in order to promote
a sexy new one with a lot of political huzzwnrdt and clnnt Smart growth policy cannot include
the trampling of an EXISTING healthy neighborhood

Rights of Way Acquisition
These elaborate statements of compensatory planning for those displaced by Atlantic Station and
its attendant roadway improvements illustrate what is clear Ansley Park has been excluded as a



Mr Heinz J Mueller Page Three

stakeholder in this process the impacts it will inevitably suffer have been denied or grossly
understated and no compensatory moves have been made upon which Ansley can rely This state

of affairs cannot continue or Ansley Park will be forced to lake legal measures to delay and or

stop the projects Why through dissemination of an EA which is so thoroughly flawed would

your agency wish to push Ansley Park to this extreme Why can t a definition of success in this

matter include the acknowledgment of Ansley Park s concerns and mitigation thereof

Mr Mueller your title suggests you are Chief of Accountability Please use your influence to see

that the EA reflects the relevant facts acknowledges the relevant communities and that the 1T

Street Bridge extension project is adjusted accordingly As currently written the EA on this

project is nothing more than a steamroller designed to create political and financial capital over

the protests of the citizens living in the environment you are charged wiih protecting

Thank you for your consideration of these observations

CT\

Sincerely

Selene M Morgan

Ansley Park City of Atlanta Homeowner

kcwci g
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Sub|0Ct Environmental Atieisment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steal

Redevelopment Project

September 18 2000

Mr Ben West

United Slates Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 30303

RE Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

We live In Ansley Park and are concerned aboul our historic neighborhood We

have attended most ol the public meetings about the Atlantic Steel Development

While we are supportive ol the plan to develop a project at this site that

strives to be both pedestrian Mendly and envlronmenlally sale we are

however extremely concerned about the plans lor the 17lh Street bridge and

extension

As you know Ansley Park Is a well established In town residential neighborhood
In many ways It could be a model for the residential areas planned for the

Atlantic Steel site The difference Is that Ansley Park was established In 1905

and has continued to be a famlly lriendly place to live lor over 94 years The

17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a massive increase In

cut through traffic In our neighborhood

We have some major concerns The reality Is that Atlantans are reluctant to

travel other than by car Unless the bridge is designed on a smaller scale

primarily oriented to pedestrians bike and light rail or buses It will just be

another car corridor across the Interetates Also without a commitment Irom

Maria for mass transit on this bridge It will absolutely become a bridge lor

autos only The huge amount of traffic thai will be generated by this bridge

surely will not be environmentally sound In fact air emissions might Increase

We are also concerned about the plans to land the bridge at Spring Street and

then continue the traffic How on 17th Street through to Peachtree A1

Peachtree 17th Street continues Into Ansley Paik Extending 17th Street past

Peachtree Street would open our neighborhood up to a huge How ol east west

traffic coming both to and Irom the Atlantic Steel site and other parts of

Midtown There are very tew east west routes across the interstates In midtown

and all ol these are very heavily traveled now Making 17th Street another

east west corridor would Immediately divert a huge volume ol this traffic

through Ansley Park Simply blocking off 17th Street would not solve the

problem If traffic Is allowed onto Peachtree cars will just enter Ansley Park

00



at Peachtree Circle and cut through to Piedmont via The Prado

Artsley Parti like most In town residential areas Is already struggling with

ever Increasing automobile traffic both volume and speeding Before the

Atlantic Steel project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must
be redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Parti It Is essential that you

must also Identify the Impacts on our neighborhood and provide mitigation la

remedy those Impacts Unless our concerns are addressed we cannot support the

17th Street bridge and extension proved

Very truly yours

Jane Barman and Robert Bemls

26 The Prado NE

Atlanta Georgia 30309
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17 September 2000

To

Ben Wmj EPA fax 404 J6^ yjyB

John Htoldnton ETA fax 404 562 9398

Catherine Ross ORTA fax 404 463 3060

Tom Coleman O OOT fax 404 C57 CW9

Joe Palladi ODOT fax 404 657 7921

Situn Mfnth iro Midtowo Allioisc fn 404 697 0050

Fave dtMassimo FHWA fa 404 657 7266

Senator Vincent Foil Fha 657 7266

Representative Kathy Ashe fax 4O4 87S 0548

Sblilejr Franklin fax 40K599 9733

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Stmt Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project
Fulton Count Atlanta Georgia

I am a resident of the Atnlev Park neighborhood in Atlinta 1 write to express my grave concern

with the above piujecl The ITU Stnet bridge and extension threatens to cause a massive increase

in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents polluting the ou

and destroying the labric of my neighborhood The environmental assessment fails to recognize
that Ansley Park will even be affected bv this project

Before this project prnrj»«ti cumot plans for hi 17th Sttw bridge must be tcdcsigueJ tu tbveri

traffic aiviy from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Paik and pro-
vide mitigotion to remedy tboae impacts

At pievcully prupused 1 lo not support the nth Street bridge and extension project

Sincerely

Susan M Hunter

Rosideui uf Aiuley Park

09 16 2000 00 « 4040720042 3U5«tWJTER
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September 15 2000

Mr Ben West

Office of Environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Federal Center

1 Forsyth St SW

Atlanta GA 30303 8960

Dear Mr West

As a life long resident of the Home Park Neighborhood I would

like to voice my support for Project XL the development of the

Atlantic Steel property and the construction of the 17th Street

bridge
Home Park is very dear to me I live in the house that was built

5^ by my grandfather in 1927 I also own three other adjacent pro

perties all of which are maintained in pristine condition

I take as much pride in Home Park as the residents do in Ansley
Park

The aforementioned developments will give the city of Atlanta

yet another landmark for now and for the future

Thank you for your consideration in these matters

Ronald G Brooks

z£flrwH
335 10th Street NW

Atlanta GA 30318

0 tdceA J

September 15 2000

Ben West

Office of Environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Federal Center

I Forsyth St SW

Atlanta GA 30303 8960

Dear Mr West

As a home owner and resident of the Home Pari Community I wish to express my support of the construction of

the 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project including the 17th Street bridge across 1 75 85

I understand that the construction of the 17th Street bridge prior to construction of any buildings or structures

on the site except for infrastructure improvements is one of the 27 conditions supported by Home Park in the C4

Conditional zoning approved for the site by the Atlanta City Council in March 1998 These conditions had

been recommended to City Council by NPU E by a vote of 8 0

The now of traffic is a big concern in the Home Part Community I feel that the proposed 17lh Street Extension and

bridge will benefit our neighborhood because it provides access to the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project without

funneling traffic through Home Park s narrow residential streets

Like so many residents I am naturally concerned about the impact of the development on our 100 year old

neighborhood but excited at the opportunity to have shops restaurants and offices within walking distance The

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project including the 17th Street bndge are consistent with our community s

development vision

Ultimately in my opinion the completion of the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment should potentially positively impact

the entire area including all communities which abut the Project boundaries Thank you for allowing me to express

my views and allowing residents like myself to participate in this review process for Project XL

Marv Fralish

1042 Center St N W

Atlanta Ga 30318



Ben West

Office of Environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency

Sam Nunn Federal Center

1 Forsyth St SW

Atlanta GA 30303 8960

9 15 00

Dear Sir

I am in favor of the 17th Street bridge now under consideration

As a resident of Home Park 1 can testify from first hand experience the need for

an additional path across Interstate Gulch

Please travel east on 14th street at 3 00 pm and you will see for yourself the need

for an additional route across this barrier

My street Barnes already bears considerable cut thru traffic With the development

of the Atlantic Steel property there will surely bB greater traffic on my street with no

bridge the cut thru would become unbearable and dangerous

Please recommend approval of the 17th Street Bridge to alleviate some of the

expected traffic pressure

Sincerely

Tom Burns
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NAME Silly Smith

ADDRESS 88 Pwchiree Circle
Atlanta OA 30309
404 523 2679 W
404 892 1454 H

COMMENTS

I attended lie public litiimj fat he 17l i Street extension on September 12 2000 I have been watching the

firogrest
aid commenting via e mail since I fint heard about the project 1 1 2 yean ago After reading the

etter and informational material handed out u the meeting I have many more questions 1 would like to a
look at the research that led to the conclusions drawn by the epa with regards to the impact of this project I
live at the intersection of 16th Street and Peachtra Circle so I have grave concerns that the studies are tainted
with inaccurate assumptions and data As if such statements as no significant short term air quality impactsor long term traffic related air quality impacts are anticipated could even be close to accurate 1 take offense
that the Environmental Justice finding was concerned only with low income or minority populations Whywould advene environmental impacts figure differently for different segments of the population Please let me
know how I can get copies of the studies that have led to the no significant impact epa report 1 look forward
to a personal response
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ADDRESS fVt¦ ~Uwt C
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COMMENTS

I attended the public hearing for the 17th Street extension on September 12 2000 I have been watching the

progress and commenting via e mail since I Tint heard about the project 1 \fl yean ago After reading the

letter and informational material handed out at the meeting I have many more questions I would like to take a

look at the research that led to the conclusions drawn by the cpa with regards to the impact of this project I

live at the intersection of 16th Street and Peachtree Circle so I have grave concerns that the studies are tainted

with inaccurate assumptions and data As if such statements as no significant short term air quality impacts
or long term traffic related air quality impacts are anticipated could even be close to accurate I take offense

that the Environmental Justice finding was concerned only with low income or minority populations Why
would advene environmental impacts figure differently for different segments of the population Please let me

know how I can get copies of the studies that have led to the no significant impact epa report I look forward

to a personal response

w

NAME

ADDRESS
j Pyfr Ppnchtrk Ptrch foak ay Hmu

Ahlanto QA 40303
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COMMENTS

I attended the public hearing for the 17th Street extension on September 12 2000 I have been watching the

firogicss
and commenting via e mail since I first heard about the project 1 1 2 yean ago After reading the

etter and informational material handed out at the meeting I have many more questions I would like to take a

look at the research that led to the conclusions drawn by the epa with regards to the impact of this project I
live at the intersection of 16th Street and Peachtree Circle so I have grave concerns that the studies are tainted
with inaccurate assumptions and data As if such statements as no significant short term air quality impacts
or long term traffic related air quality impacts are anticipated could even be close to accurate I take offense
that the Environmental Justice finding was concerned only with low income or minority populations Why
would advene environmental impacts figure differently for different segments of the population Please let me
know how I can get copies of the studies that have led to the no significant impact epa report I look forward
to a personal response

September IS 2000

Ben West

Office of environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Federal Center

1 Forsyth St SW

Atlanta OA 30303 6960

Dear Mr West

I support the construction of the 17th Street Extension and Atlantic

Steel Redevelopment Project including the 17th Street bridge across I

75 65 Construction of the nth Street bridge prior to construction of

any buildings or structures on the site except for infrastructure

improvements is one of the 27 conditions supported by Home Park in the

C4 Conditional zoning approved for the site by the Atlanta City Council

in March 1998 These conditions had been recommended Co City Council

by NPU E by a vote of 8 0

Traffic flow is a huge concern in Home Park The proposed 17th Street

Extension and bridge will benefit our neighborhood because it provides
access to the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project without funneling
traffic through Home Park s narrow residential streets The bridge plan
is also beneficial because it is intended to promote access for transit

vehicles pedestrians and other forms of transportation between

Atlantic Station and MARTA s Art Center Station

I am naturally concerned about the impact of the development on our

100 year old neighborhood but excited at the opportunity to have shops
restaurants and offices within walking distance The Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Including the 17th Street bridge are consistent

with our community s development vision I have been please by all

parties willingness to adjust plans to address resident s concerns

Thank you for allowing the Home Park Comnunity Improvement Association

Inc and Home Park residents to participate in this review process for

Project XL

Sincerely
Ronda Kocher

Treasurer Homi Park Convnunity Improvement Association Inc

1268 Fiancis St

Athnia GA 30318



Home Park
Atlanta s Best Kept Secret

^1 ° Home Park Community

Improvement Association

1015 Tumlin Street N W

Atlanta GA 30318

404 872 4572

September IS 2000

Ben West

Office of Environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Federal Center

I Forsyth St SW

Atlanta OA 30303 8960

Dear Mr West

The Home Park Community Improvement Association HPCLA support construction of the 17 Street Extension and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project including the 17 Street bridge across 1 75 85 Construction of the 17 Street bridge prior to construction of

any buildings or structures on the site except for infrastructure improvements is one of the 27 conditions supported by Home Park in

the C4 Conditional zoning approved for the site by the Atlanta City Council in March 1998 These conditions had been recommended

to City Council by NPU E by a vote of 8 0

HPCLA has been actively involved in the Atlantic Sted Redevelopment Project since 199 Our organization began meeting with

Jacoby Development Corporation almost from the inception of the project long before sales negotiations on the site were even

complete Jacoby has been very receptive to our suggestions and willing to work with us addressing common concerns Residents

have also had many opportunities to comment publicly on the development throughout the past 3 years both with Jacoby
Development Corporation and at the Environmental Protection Agency s Project XL stakeholders meetings Representatives of these

organizations as well as the Georgia DOT have also been frequent and regular presenters ai our community meetings

Traffic flow is a huge concent in Home Part The proposed 17 Street Extension and bridge will benefit our neighborhood because it

provides access to the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project without fuimehng traffic through Home Park s narrow residential streets

The bridge plan Is also beneficial because it is intended to promote access for transit vehicles pedestrians and other forms of

transportation between Atlantic Station and MARTA s Ait Center Station

Residents o^Home Park are naturally concerned about the impact of the development on our 100 year old neighborhood but excited at

the opportunity to have shops restaurants and offices within walking distance The Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project including
the 17^ Street bridge are consistent with our comnrnimty s development vision

Thank you for allowing the Home Park Coowrauuty Improvement Association Inc and Home Paris residents to participate in this

review process for Project XL

I
ituuftf D Burke

President

Home Park Community Improvement Association Inc

to

Home Park Community Improvement Association Inc is a non profit service and educational organization

oan o klng9eo com

09 17 2000 09 47 PM

To Bon Woal R4AJSEPMJS0EPA

Sublet Environmental Aiawtmsnl 17th Street Extension and Atlantic SimI

Redevelopment Propel Fulton County Georgia

I have been a resident ol Ansley Park since moving to Atlanta more than 6

years ago My son was bom here and I have found Ansley Part a historic

neighborhood a wonderful place to live with my amity

I am writing to you because ol my deep concern over the 17th Street bridge
and extension Lke most residents ot our neighborhood I have studied

the plans tor the Atlanta Steel Redevelopment project I have been a

consultant tor nearly 20 years and I am battled by the analysis provided

by the EPA I conclude that the bridge and extension threatens to

Increase traffic dramatically endangering the safety ot its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know It

today The environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park

will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans lor the 17th Street bridge must

be redesigned To allow this dlsnfrikm to a neighborhood wtth a history
and tradition as rich as ours Is unconsdentable Traffic must be diverted

away from the playgrounds parks and residential Me of Ansley Park In

addition you must Identity the Impacts on Ansley Park and provide

mitigation to remedy those Impacts As presently proposed I do not

support the t7th Street bridge and extension project

Yours truly

Joan King Salwen



f

|ef fr«lrlck®mkideprl

ng com

09 17 3000 05A3 PM

To Ban WMI R4 USEPAAJ 8EPA

cc John Hankinson R4 USEPAUS@EPA Exec dir g grta org

torn coleman@doL8tate ga us joe palladi@dot atate gi ui

larry dreitiaup@fhwa dot gov

Subject 17tti Street Bridge

To Whom It may Concern

I am a resident ol Ansley Parti In Atlanta I am writing to you to express my grave concern regarding the

17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton Co Ga This project Is a threat

to the lifestyle ol the residents ol this lovely In town neighborhood promising to bring with It air pollution
traffic saftey Issues Irom cut throughs and a demise ol the friendly waftable community ot which we

are presently a part

My husband and I chose to relocate to Ihls neighborhood Irom the traltic rtdden non community feeling ol

Atlanta s northern suburbs regardless of ttia fact that our taxes have tripled and we do not have the

comtorl amenities we previously enjoyed I e more square footage basements garages and large
yards

We moved here because we can wah to neighborhood restaurants shops and cultural activities Yet we

are laced with losing these Important freedoms If the above plan Is not redesigned to divert tratlic away
from Ansley Park I DO NOT WANT to have to jump In my car to get anyhere and therefor 00 NOT

support the 17 SL bridge and extension pro|ect

Yours Truly

Julie and Jetf Fredrick

77 Avery Dr NE

Atlanta OA 30309

am Mm

UceMvi f 1 l oo

8Ruaa@laa net To Ben WeifcR4 USEPA US

09 19 2000 09 35 AM
cc russ@mindspnng com

Subject Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Attantc Sleet

Redevelopment Project Fulton Co GA

Mr West

I am a resident ol the Ansley Pa k neighborhood in AUanla I wnle to you

to express my GRAVE concerns with the above protect The t7th Sheet bridge
and extension threatens to cause a massive increase in cut through traltc

In my nelghboorhood endangering the safety ol rts residents polluting our

air and destroying the labnc ol my neighboorhood as I know it today The

environmental assessment ails lo recognize that Ansley Park will even be

affected by this proiect

Before this project proceeds current plans tor the 17lh Slreol bridge MUST

be redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Far c In addition you

must identity the Impacts on Ansley Paik and provide mitigation to remedy
those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th Street

bridge and extension proiect

THIS PROJECT Will CREATE A NEW NEIGHBOORHOOD WHILE DESTROYING ANOTHER IT

IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE AS PRESENTLY PROPOSED AND HAS BEEN A COMPLETE BAIT

AND SWITCH PERPETRATEO ON TAXPAYERS BY THE GA D O T AND THE EPA SINCE

ITS INCEPTION

Yours truly and angrily
Steven Russ

227 Peachlree Circle NE

Atlanta GA 30309

Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension ana Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fullon Co GA

Steven Russ

VP Solution Strategy 4 Delivery Enterpnse Solutions

Internet Secunty Systems ISS
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To Sen Wesl R4 USEPA US

cc John Hankinson R4 USEPAflJS Jtm Kutzman R4AJSEPAAJS

Exec dir 5 grla org Tom colemarX^dot state ga us

Joe Patladi@dot state ga us Jerry frankhrtf fta dot gov

tarry dreihaup@fhwa dolgov Kashe48 3 mind«pnng com

Rpitu@ci attanta ga us Watsona@gtlaw com

Subject Envoronemental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

We are residents of Ansley Par in Mldtown Atlanta a raine old and very residential neighborhood
located In the heart ol Atlanta Born and raised in Europe before moving here almost 15 years ago t am

witnessing with great concern a growing negligence of planners as well as city county state organs in

regard to smarl and wise city planning Our city has ail the potential to remain and increasingly make lor

a desirable and prosperous place for people to live work and enjoy I have seen greater support for

coordinated living working and iransporiation traflic than in AHanta in many cities around the world

including many examples within the United Slates Our city as any other accumulation of human

settlement and activity on limited space would benefit greatly • or sutler dramatically otherwise from a

smart urban residential Industrial traffic coordination with respect among them In other words a

community with guards locked doors dark parking garages no life on streets and dead downtowns

after workhours is not a vision that enhances our envionment in any way and is the least In in the

Interest ot the EPA given a likely reversal ol the recant trends to live work within short distances In

sub centers within a big metro area My husband s commute Is less than a mile and I would hate to have

4^ us to reconsider 30 miles and more one way driving EPAIII to ensure safety lor us and most ol all lor

our 4 children It Is pretty much a worldwide Including most US states standard to enhance protect

promote and secure In town residential neighborhoods Why can t we In Georgia just take a good look at

| other examples before we loose some ol the great advantages this city so far has provided motivating
so many people to move here and help this dry to grow and prosper The bottom line Is that I as

presently proposed do NOT support the 17th Street bridge and extension project I And allow me to

phrase It In simple terms Irom our Peachtree CircleAnsley Park Atlanta Midtown perspective I e

within less than a mile distance to several theaters museums SOstory business high rises 24hour

supermarket shopping lots ol retail cotfee si ops and eslaurants a country club several public paiks a

MARTA subway station Interslates 175 and I BS with access • and the future Atlantic Steel project
which I am not generally opposed to al all ¦ I do not Intend lo walk my dog or lei my children play on

i 75 or 1 85 which are rtghtiully designed and very well shielded and protected as such by walls ol

concrete III as fast movement cars only streets but I ask lor the same respect Irom anyone behind

the wheel of a one or two ton piece ol highly dangerous metal with 4 wheels when driving by my Iront

door yard at usually excessive speeds that ire juslilied on ong distance roads highways Interslates

etc bul NOT within a resldenlia neighbornooo everywliere in the world but here I Please consider to

protect
residential neighborhoods just equally to Interslates m r gard to their primary objective III Why not 7

Other than my kids or my dog not being an option on 1 75 we would always have driving moving cars

outside our house just not last nor long distance travelers

It is as you may know or find out when asKing quite standard almost anywhere else to deviate long
distance traffic cut through trallic and faster Taftic iol through but around residential neighborhoods to

effectively slow the trallic within such areas to 15 25 riles per hour as appropriate and enlorce such by

\ J

more drastic and effective methocs than just 1 random ami ignored by mosl sign I d hale to envision

Ansley to join other bad samples ol dark lilelnss and dangerous in more than one way downtowns ol
the past from which we had all the chances and lime to learn I sincerely appreciate your time should you
have read this until here I and please think about it Inr i Uriel moment In rega d to us and luture

generations I lor my part am ready lo invest time ard ellort should a human and respectful solution
WITH the bridge Included would become an option Thank ou 111

Monika Thlels

and In lieu ot a separate letter with the same contents

Peter Thlels

224 Peachtree Circle

Atlanta QA 30309

404 892 7258 home

404 697 6178 cell MT

404 870 42t1 daytime PT

404 312 0751 cell PT

L— attl htm
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September 17 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta CA 30303

RE Ob|ec»lon» to current plans for a 17th Street Bridge associated with the Atlantic

Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am writing to express my concerns about the 17th Street Bridge associated with the

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project in Fulton County GA This bridge has the

possibility of increasing dramatically traffic in my Ansley Park neighborhood It is

important to insure that redeveloping one neighborhood does not come at the expense

—
of a second Already Ansley Park suffers from excess traffic as the result of limited

^ east west connecting roads The proposed 17th Street Bridge could contribute a

Li significant number of new automobiles exacerbating this problem

The effect of this project cannot be considered fully without studies of the impact to

surrounding communities Plans for traffic remediation in the Ansley Park area as part

of the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Plan would be in the Project s best interests and

would strengthen local support Two possible changes that would improve acceptance

of the plan include redesigning the bridge so that private automobile traffic is

eliminated or is prevented from having direct access to Peachtree Road Either of these

proposals would address the staled goals of the bridge allowing access to mass transit

while discouraging use of automobiles and curbing emission as required by the E P A

Alternatively the bridge Is likely to contribute o street overcrowding and encourage

use of automobiles two things that Atlanta definitely does not need

Sincerely

tl MADDOI DRIV B N 6

ATLANTA CA 10 0

1^|i oo

September n 2000

To Hf

\Wo—4a fidj trd

A Vto—i4| yf\ 8030^
Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear ¦ u cvf~ ¦

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge ai l extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know h today The

environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

CD

oS U_j BtxxO

A 61^ OJO^
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Jock McQuilkin

172 Westmrtsier Drive N E

Atlanta George 30009

404 661 5360

September 17 2000

Mr Ben West

U S Environmental Protection Agency

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

Dear Mr West

^ RE Environmental Assessmenl I7lh Sued hxlcnston and

On

My wife Manha Young and I have been residents of Ansley Park since 1993 We have enjoyed ihe

tranquility and beauty of this old city neighborhood and we are very concerned about the above project

Tfie 17th Street bridge and extension will certainly threaten thai tranquility and natural beauty if trallie

allowed to cut through our neighborhood The increased traffic would bring with it noise air pollution and

an unfortunate disruption to the safety and calm environment which we value so greatly

We urge you to consider the significant impact that this project will have on Ansley Park and to redesign

the current plans so as to divert traffic How

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns

ih o —_

09 18 2600 15 44 4043514895 ADAMS BROS

Steve and Elizabeth Mulduui

tSS The Pndo NE
Atlanta Oeorgia 30309

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta GA 30303

Attention Mr Ben West

Subject AtJooUo Steel Redevelopment Project
Environmental Assessment 17 Street Extension

Dear Mr West

As resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood we are extremely disappointed that your cunent
bnvtronmeotai Assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will be affected by the project in an
way

The 1T Street Bridge and extension is estimated to bring an additional 46 000 cars per day to the
edge of our neighborhood With a massive increase la traffic of this magnitude u U coi
to be concerned with the cut through traffic that will threaten the safety of the residents in the
neighborhood along with ihr nhvirmt inrcrasr in th air pollution W b«licv« that the relatively
quiet residential nature of our neighborhood will be destroyed

While we art very much in fa\or of the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project we fervently believe
that any environment assessment that fail to recognize that Auslcv P uk will be aJXcvicJ it

incomplete and deficient Efforts should be made to identify any impact on Ansley Park and to

piovidc iiuiignuuu uf Uick tmpftca The cunent pints for the 11 Street Bridge stould be re-

designed to divert traffic away from An ley Park As it is presently proposed we do not support the
17 Street Bridge and extension project
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September 18 2000

Mr Ben West

United Slates Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta GA 303033

Re Environmental Assessment 17
h
Street Extension and

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

1 am a resident of the Ansley Park Neighborhood in Atlanta and I am writing

to you to express my opposition to and grave concerns with the above project The

17
11
Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a massive increase in cut lhrough

traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents polluting our air

and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know it today The environmental

assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17h Street bridge must be

redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the

impacts on Ansley Park and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As

presently proposed I do not support the 17lh Street bridge and extension project

Roderick C Dcnnehy Jr

RCDjb
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PORTMAN HOLDINGS

September 18 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Fonyth Street SW

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Dear Mr West

i

J
oo

If a bridge is to be built it should have shutde or nain access to the MARTA

system as well as ample consideration for pedestrians and bicycles but what is the

compelling argument for can Another issue to take into consideration is will this

development actually take place Has 6nancing been received by the developer
for all of the development is it possible we could have a bridge and very little

else It is my opinion that the public s money should be used to improve access

north of the development not into Midtown

1 was originally attracted to the Ansley Park area because of its small town

neighborhood feel with the conveniences that living in Midtown offers

Unfortunately residents are currently suffering from an abundance of cut through
traffic and speeding which endangers the many walken rannere biken and skater

that enjoy the neighborhood

It is obvious that very little thought has been given to the impact of this

development and bridge on Ansley Park Midtown and other neighborhoods in

close proximity I am wnting to urge the EPA and the City of Atlanta to further

study the repercussions this development wiU have on the existing community

I am writing to share with you my concern regarding the current redevelopment

plans for the 17
h
Street Extension and Adantic Steel Redevelopment Project I

am a resident and property owner in Ansley Park and feel that the current plan

greatly compromises the safety of residents not only from a traffic standpoint but

also in environmental ways Traffic alone is a major issue from the increase in the

number of automobiles to the increase of thro traffic however we have to look

at the environmental impact as well all of this traffic will be most certainly be

detrimental to our quality of air

PORTMAN

Mr Ben West

September 18 2000

Page Two

Before this project proceeds current plans for the I7
1

Street Bridge must be
shelved or redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you
must identify the impacts on Ansley Park and provide mitigation to remedy those

impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17
k

Street bridge and
extension project

We would like our neighborhood to remain a neighborhood and not become a

thoroughfare Your efforts to address our concerns are greatly appreciated

Sincerely

l L\IUP— ¦

A J Ulobinson

AJR adc

Cc Kris Holland President Ansley Park Civic Association

John Hankinson via e mail

Jim Kutzman via e mail

Catherine Ross via e mail

Tom Coleman via e mail

Joe Palladi via e mail

JerTy Franklin via e mail

Larry Dreihaup via e mail

Robb Pitts via e mail

Aaron Watson via e mail
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S Albert Sherrod

267 The Prado

Atlanta Oa 30309

USA

9 16 2000

Mr Ben West

United Slates Environmental Protection Agency

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta GA 30303

Dear Mr West

RE Environmental Assessment 17lh Street Eiteosion and Atlantic

Steel Wedevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

As a resident of Ansley Park I wriie to you to express my grave

concerns with the above project The 17lh Street bridge and extension

threatens to cause a massive increase in cut through traffic in the

Ansley Park neighborhood and ill endanger the safely of residents in

Ansley Park as well as further polluting our air This will destroy the

fabric of our historic neighborhood The environmental assessment

fails to recognize lhat Ansley Park will be affected by this project This

ignores a very important residential asset and constituency to the city
of Atlanta

Before this project proceeds current plans for the I7
1

Street bridge

must be redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition

vou mlis» i tr« fy rhe impact nn Ansley Park and provide miligatinn
to remedy these impacts As presently proposed I do not support the

I7lh Street bridge and extension project and will actively work to

persuade responsible officials to my point of view
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09 19 2000 12 17 PM

kcLv^^— tjI^IcQ

To Ban Wast R4 USEPA US@EPA John

Hankinton R4 USEPAAJS 3 EPA kulzman mim^apamail apa gov

axec dtr@gria org iom colaman@dot state ga us

foe palladk^dot slate ga us |arry lfanklin@fla dot gov

larry drethaup@lhwa dot gov kash»46@mindspring com

rpir s 3 ci atlanla ga us watsona@gt1aw com

cc

Subject Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension

I am gravely concerned about Ihe EPA s findings regarding traHic impaci to

Ansley Park as a result ol the 17th street bridge it is beyond my

comprehension that the EPA would find that there will be no signiltcant
Impact to this historic residential neighborhood This bridge will connect

the east side ol Atlanta to a major retail residential and otlice park
area TraKIc traveling east west through Ihe city to gel to this

development will signilicanily increase trallic through Ansley Park To

think otherwise is simply counter Intuitive

The Ansley Park neighborhood has expenenced increases in cut through
traffic over the past several years Today s trallic is gravely Impacting
our environment and endangering our historic neighborhood The bildge

project will contribute significant additional pressure to an area that

already feels threatened Traffic needs to be diverted away Irom Ansley
Park Impacts on this neighborhood and mitigation to remedy these Impacts
must be Identllied and committed As presently proposed I can not support
the 17th Street bridge and extension project I urge you to work with the

Ansley Park Civic Association leadership in reaching an agreement that will

protect this historic neighborhood

Sue E Olszewski

45 Montgomery Ferry Drive

Atlanta Georgia 30309

00
o

^ctAcJ

September 18 2000

United States Environment ] Protection Agency
Atlanta Hcdenl Center

61 Forvyih Street W

Atlanta GA 30303

Re Environmental Asseaament 17 Street Eitenaioo Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Pro|ect

Dear Mr West

My wife and I are reudenta of Ansley Park at 106 Avery Dure Vt are concerned about the impact of this

project on uur neighborhood Thia bridge and the awociatcd cateoaion of 17 Street «ill cause a mu»isc

increase in neighborhood traffic The new reaidents of Adanac Steel will tnrcl through Amtev Park to get
to and from Piedmont Ruad and Muruoc Dove oo a regular Thia will endanger the ufcty of the

reudenta of Ansley Park cause additional pollution and degnde our neighborhoods quality of bfe

We du rcaluc that the project will be in the best interest of metro Atlanta We are simply ailing that jou
not sacrifice our neighborhood in die process

The environmental assessment does not even recognize the fact that Ansley Park will be affected by this

project We do think that it is unreasonable to believe ihit all new traffic will uoly travel to and from be

expressway

Before this project proceeds the current plan for the 17 Street bridge must be redesigned to drvcrt the traffic

away from Ansley Park It u imperative that the EPA identifies the impact on Aruley Park and develup a

plan to mitigate them

We can not support thia plan aa it currently exists

Sincerely

d bA

Robert D Seifrmg

Judith A Rjchardfton

ioi

£a 3oJo
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September 20 2000

Mr Ben West

Environmental Protection Agency

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street NW

Atlanta GA 30303

Regarding 17 Street Extension 6c Ansley Park

Dear Mr West

1 relocated to Atlanta from Boston in 1995 I was immediately attracted to the charming

neighborhood of Ansley Park with its winding streets older homes and lovely parks 1 am

concerned that the current design of the IT Street Extension severely threatens one of

Atlanta s prized residential communities

If the 17 Street Extension terminates at Peachtree Street there will be steady cut through

traffic through Ansley Park endangering our safety and destroying our peace I understand

there are alternative options which would divert traffic away from the nerghborhood and

result in better access to other roads Please continue seeking the best resolution Thank you

i for your consideration
OO

Sincerely

Efrosini Max White

153 17 Street

Atlanta GA 30309

404 949 6044

efrasim@mindjpring com

UlrtJ f itfoo

To Mr Ben West

U S EPA

Atlanta Federal Center

Region P

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta Ga 30303

From Mrs Stephen R Goldman

Chair Environment Committee

Ansley Park Civic Association

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Bridge and Extension for Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Ptoject Fulton County Georgia

19 September 2000

I am very concerned about the Environmental Assessment for the Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project and would like my concerns to be made part of the public record

We moved to Historic Ansley Paik more than twenty year ago because it embodied what

we believed to be the best attributed of a neighborhood in which to rear our children It is a

biking and pedestrian friendly neighborhood and a wonderful place to live

But we have seen changes in he past years that have already changed out way of life the

most dramatic being the inctease in traffic that cuts through our neighborhood We must

be much more careful when we walk bike and even drtve as there are so many more cars

driving at a high Tate of speed through Ansley Park Currently there are millions of

square feet of construction being built or planned all around us that can only create more

traffic The largest of these is the Atlantic Steel Project The proposed bridge will bring a

dramatic increase in traffic to the door of Ansley Park endangering the safety of its

residents polluting our air and changing our neighborhood dnmancally We must be

considered a stakeholder in this major project The bridge must be redesigned to divert

traffic away from Ansley Park

Ansley Park is listed on the National Register of Historic places and the construction and

proposals as they now stand pose an unacceptable danger to this neighborhood I urge the

EPA the state of Georgia and the City of Atlanta not to proceed with these plans Ansley
Park must be included in dixus^ions tegaiding the design of the bridge traffic impact

studies and funding for traffic diversion and calming As presently proposed 1 do not

support the 17 Street bridge and extension

fit Pis
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lynn« «pflQgt 3 woodr To Ban W«»VR4 USEPAAJS John Hankmson R4 USEPAAJS Jim

ut1cefitffr org Kutzmart R4 USEPA US Tom colaman®dot stale ga ua

XWO 2000 10 58 AM
Jo® P ladl® 101 9a u« Exec dir@grta org

Jerry IranklinQfta dot gov larry rireihaufXaifhwa dot gov
kaah»46 g mndspring com Rpittt@ci allanta ga ui

Watsonat gtlaw com

CC

Subject Environmental Auoiiment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Sleel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

I am a resident ol the Ansley Park neighborhood in ATlanta I m writing to

express my senous concerns about the above mentioned project The 17lh

Street bridge Is a grave threat to our neighborhood guaranteed to cause a

massive increase in cut through tratlic which endangers the safely ol our

residents and will pollute our air This neighborhood is something special
that all Its residents cherish The environmental assessment ol the 17th

Street Extension tails to recognize that Ansley Park will be attected

Irrevocably by tha project in these and other ways

Before this protect proceeds current plans lor the 17lh Street bridge must

be redesigned to drvert battle away from Ansley Park In addition you must

Identity the specific and grave impacts on Ansley Park and provide

mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I definitely do

not support tie 17th Street bridge and extension project

Yours Sincerely

Lynne Spriggs

Lynne E Spriggs
Curator ol Folk Art

High Museum of Art

1280 Peactitree Street NE

Atlanta OA 30309

Phone 404 733 4549

Fax 404 733 4502

E Mail Lynne Spriggs@woodrutfcenter org

S®
bVLVIA ATTKISSON landscape design

IUutsJ ifo oo

165 I7TH STREET ATLANTA GEORGIA 30309 404 092 2033 FAX 404 815 6676

September 18 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta BA 30303

Dear Mr West

I am a garden designer and I make my living outside I have been horrified

this summer by what I have had to breathe

I live and do much of my work in Ansley Park I am very opposed to the

17th Street Bridge that will only make the air traffic and even the safety of

my neighborhood worse

Please do not allow this bridge to be built as is currently planned

Yours truly

tk
Sylvia Attkisson
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atlcel@m ndtpflng co To Ben West R4 USEPA US@£PA

m

09 19 2000 07 35 PM cc

Subject AGAINST the 17th Street bridge and eilension

I am a long time resident AND taxpayer ol Ansley Park in Atlanta writing

to add my personal voice to the hundreds ol others who are hornlied at the

possibility ol this historic neighborhood my pleasant home since 1956

having Its quality ol Ille and safety threatened or destroyed by the above

project

Already instead of sunsets and blue skies we have to see parking lois and

tall buildings out our windows we hear garbage trucks and booming radios

throughout the night we have to pay tor expensive security systems we pay

ever increasing property axes Even so Ihe area s beauty convenience and

relative peace In the midst ol a madhouse of a city make Irving here

worthwhile to many bul ONLY il we can hold on lo some of our quality ol

lile

i believe attempts such as the above project undertaken to improve air

quality only accomplish the opposite We have more MARTA and more traffic

lanes and allow more developments believing that we will have fewer

polluting automobiles Honestly has thai EVER worked except in reverse7

II almost seems that these attempts are based on nothing more than

blindness and or greed o developers and officials

Quality of fife made Atlanta the desirable city II Is and this quality must

be preserved or our city will continue to die Bigger and richer are not

better

The impact on Ansley Park of the above listed project will be tremendously

negative in my opinion Please make every effort to preserve Ansley which

is a valuable asset of Atlanta with its winding tree lined streets

lowered yards well cared for homes wooded areas inviting parks
Wmn trls Garden McClatchey the Dell Yonah and a golf course

Otherwise I fear there will be deterioration and an exodus like Atlanta s

inner city experienced in the 60s and 70s

Alice Felton 230 Peachtree Circle NE Atlanta GA 30309 3207

M^ |W ^ ijv oo

a vanw «tl@worldn To Ben West R4 USEPA US g EPA
flt atl nrt

09 20 2000 12 10 PM
cc

Subject 17at exrenscn and Atlantic siael ©development project Futton county
GA

Dear Mr West lam a resident ol Ihe Ansley Park neighborhood in

Allanta Aspresenlty proposed I do nol support the 17st bridge and extension
as it will cause a massive in crease In cut through traffic and endanger the
safety of Us residents Yours tru ly Alex VanWeezel
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kash»46@mlndspnng com itovy^ehalchwy com

jo paltada dot stala ga us

Subiact 17th Street Bridge Comments

Dear Mr West

My name Is Valerie Hartman Levy and I am wrillng this letter regarding the

17th Street Bridge Project on behall ol both my husband Jell Levy and me

We have lived In Ansley Park since 1993 and have been committed 10 living in

the midtcrwn area since our arrival In Atlanta In 992 My husband has opened
a business In midtown eHatchery and committed himself to creating |obs here

as well As a former New Yorker I am struck by Atlanta s unique character

which allows a person to live In a home right In the middle ol the city

Having traveled throughout the US I am unaware ol any other city that

oilers such a unique combination

As I know thai you must be aware Ansley Is a true treasure lor the city ol

Atlanta With Hs historic homes beautiful parks and lovely wide winding
streets It is truly a little jewel Ritting In the middle of an ever

growing developing dty Not only does this neighborhood allow Hs

residents a wonderful place lo call home but the occupants ol the

surrounding olfice buildings wlh a special place to wafc eat lunch and

just take a break

As noted above my husband and I have been committed lo living In the

midtown area since our arrival In Atlanta As pan of Ihe Ansley Paik

community we are surrounded by people who believe thai the key 10 a city s

success Is a vfcrant midtown Consistent with that we are very supportive
ol the development the Atlantic Steel Project as that will add to Ihe

vitality of Atlanta s midtown

However we cannot and should not develop one area ol mldlown al the

detriment to other Important areas ol midtown such as Ansley Park The 17th

Street Bridge In Its current form of dumping cars onto West Peachtree

Peachtree and Perehtng Point win do just that by creating a massive

increase In cut through traffic in Ansley Park thus endangering the safety
ol its residents and pedestrians walking through the nelghbortiood from

adjacent office buildings polluting our air and destroying the unique
historic nature ol oui nelghbortiood as we know it today

The environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even

be affected by this Protect Despite such finding common sense would tell

us otherwtse To add over 20 000 plus additional car rides a day lo this

neighborhood as a result ol this Bridge not to mention all of the other

recent and pending development here In midtown cannot logically have no

affect on this neighborhood or midtown hi general As a foimer New Yorker

I know what cricfloc and pollution Is al about and it isn t a pleasant
thing

Atlanta has the opportunity to do it right that is it has Ihe opportunity
to develop its midtown in a way that does not sacrifice Its unique nature of

mxing business with beautiful In town neighborhoods It would be a true

sadness If Atlanta In its desire to grow its economic base alienated Ihe

core ol its taxpayer base by forcing them to leave Iheir midtown

neighborhoods II we work together I believe that we can have a win win

situation whereby projects Hke the Atlantic Steel Project continue and the

Integrity of neighborhoods lite Ansley are respected and protected

I would ask that before this Bridge Project proceeds current plans lor Ihe

17th Street bridge must be redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley
Park and that changes within Ansley Paik be made that help to calm the

resulting future cut through traffic In addition I would ask that you

Identify the impacts on Ansley Paik and provide mitigation to remedy those

Impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th Street Bridge and

extension project but am hopeful that you will do the right thing for Ihe

sake of all of midtown and this city not jusl Ansley Park

Very truly yours

Vale in Le

w
I

00
4^

itecehjL ^ftojoo
McLANAHAN COMOLLI
ATTOfcNBTS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

FIRST AMfiRJCAN BANK AND TRUST COMPANT BUILDING

300 COLLEGE AVENUE • PO BOX 326

ATHENS GEORGIA 30603

JOHN H COMOLLI PHONfti 706 MJ IU0

JOHN D McLANAHAN Tl M

September 19 2000

Ben Heat

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth St SW

Atlanta GA 30303

Re Environmental Assessment 17

Street Extension and Atlantic

Steel Redevelopment Project
Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am a resident of Ansley Park in Atlanta Georgia I write

you to express my strong opposition to the above project The

proposed 17th Street bridge and extensions threaten to cause a

massive influx of cross Park traffic endangering the neighborhood
and effecting the safety of the residents The City is already
polluted and it defies my own understanding how your Agency could

authorise any additional pollution of the air quality which

certainly will damage the quality of life of the residents of

Ansley Park Have you not recognised the effect this nonsense will

have on the people of Ansley

Before this goes forward you must pledge to us that the plans
for this 17th Street Bridge shall be totally redesigned to divert

this unwanted traffic away from the Park In addition as you
know we are all committed to filing suit in this matter to prevent
this unquestioned harm to the inner city of Atlanta

I ve lived in the Park for the past 20 years Can I be any
clearer about this

Sincerely

A

JHCrves

John M Comolli Esq
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September 2000

To rj MJttoV

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project Fulton County Georgia

Pear tlKoh

1 am a resident of the Ansley Parle neighborhood in Atlanta 1 write to you to express my

grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

^0 polluting our air and destroying the fabric ofmy neighborhood as 1 know it today The

Oi environmental assessment ails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park
and provide mitiguion to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th
Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

vo\J WU
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September 2000

To 3^ ^

£P4

6

fl i p3 ^

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear

I am a resident of the Ansley Pork neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric ofmy neighborhood as 1 know it today The

environmental assessment foils to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge mot be redesigned

to diveit traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation to remedy those tmpecn As presently proposed 1 do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly
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Mr and Mrs Peter C Moister
236 The Prado N E

Atlanta Georgia 30309

Mr Ben West September 19 2000

U5 Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center 61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta 6A J030J

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Bridge and Extension

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County 6eorqto

Dear Sir

ai residents of Antsey Park in Atlanta we want to register our strenuous

objection to the 17th Street bridge and extension as it n presently proposed After

listening to the public debate and having examined descriptive materials made available both of us

have concluded that the project is ill conceived grossly over designed and most astonishingly holds

the interests of commuters from outlying areas above those of immediately affected nearby

residents specifically Ansley Park We arc »n fact dismayed that your assessment fail to address

the aforementioned dHpority of interests or toke our neighborhood into occount seriously Mr West

it is factually incontestable that a bridge and extension on the massive scole currently contemploted

is but certain to los Angehze the midtown area needlessly and in particular shamefully diminish the

quality of life in Ansley Park by increasing the amount of commuter and or commercially oriented

traffic cutting through it

We in the Park hove a long fomiliarity with the cut through trof fic problem and its negative

Side effects including increasing crime impaired pedestrian safety and disagreeable no s and atr

pollution In fact over the years in spite of our significant and sustained efforts to calm speeding or

careless transient traffic the problem has only worsened as midtown commerciol density has grown

Obviously in light of this experience the Park has no intention of not being heard in regard to its very

real concern thot its majejtic boulevards will be turned into dangerous commuter thoroughfares

feeding ingress and egress to an enormous commercial complex on the west side You should know that

we believe that there is near unanimity of agreement a rare thing in the Park that the proposed

bridge and extension will do nothing but exacerbate what is olready an alarming traffic problem for

Ansley Park residents

Therefore we are asking herewith that current plans for the 17th Street bridge and

extension be redesigned to divert trof fic away from Ansley Park In addition we specifically request

thot you identify the impacts on Ansley Park and provide mitigation to remedy those impocts

Finally Mr Wut please understand that Ansley Park is s unique neighborhood with on

unusually deeply seeded sense of pride and tradition It is rich in intellectual financial political and

cultural resources Be assured we arc prepared to commit all of these resoources in order to preserve

ov standing as one of the nation s most desirable and beautiful intown residential havens and

notably in Atlanta one of the very few that truly welcomes residents of every oge color creed

sexual orientotion and tax bracket We hope you oppreciate the seriousness of our convictions and

rtspond in goad faith to our legitimate concerns Thonk you in advance for your cooperation

Your truly

Whitney and Peter Moister
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Kilpatrick Stockton llp

Attornctt ai I an

Suiie 281 0

MOO Ptichirec Sired

Ailinu Geoigia J0J09 45J0

Telephone 4W 815 6500

Ficumile 4CM 8 I 5 655 5

Web me www kiliiock com

September 19 2000
H nitll d acki@klitlork coin

HuciOUl 404 US MQ0

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

Re Environmental Assessment

I7lh Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project
Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

My family has always taken great pride in living within the City of Atlanta and

supporting the infrastructure it represents Residing in the Ansley Park neighborhood has

been a wonderful place to raise my family and enjoy all the many opportunities this city has

to offer

I write to you because I am concerned that the above referenced project tlireatens all

that we feel is of value to us in our neighborhood I do not write opposing the redevelopment
of the Atlantic Steel Project In fact I fully support this endeavor and think it will add luster

to a city that is already a great one I do however remain concerned on the current plan for

the 17lh Street bridge I think the environmental assessment which I have read fails to

recognize the negative impact this bridge will have on our residential neighborhood Serious

thought must be given to redesigning the 17
h
Street bridge project to divert traffic away from

Ansley Park to ensure we do not destroy rather than enhance the goals we are trying to

accomplish

I thank you for giving this letter your thoughtful consideration and urging those in

authority to rethink the current plan for the 17
1

Street Bridge

Sincerely

DMZ ih

David M Zacks

Mr Chris Holland President

Ansley Park Civic Association

Governor Roy Bames

poorolbob 5 mlndipfl To en West fUAJSEPAAJS

ng com

09 21 2000 06 56 AM
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Sobfoci EA Ajlaniie SiaeJ Racttvetopmem

Mr Den West

U S Envuonmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

Atlanta GA

Dear Mr West

t attended the September 12th Public Heanng viewed the exhibits listened

lo your presentation and paid close attention to the comments by some ol my

neighbors politicians and vanous professionals about the eltect the 17th

Street Bridge and the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment project will have on MY

neighborhood ¦ Ansley Park

I have lived in Ansley Park tor 41 yea s and my home is one hall block east

ol Peachwee Sweet It is sheer fantasy to suggest to me that the 17th

Street

Bridge and Extension protect as presentfy envisioned would not adversely
impact the quality of life I have enjoyed lor those 41 years It is ol

maior interest

to me that EPA s Environmental Assessment seems to have concluded

erroneously in my opinion that this protect will have only a limited eltect

on

Ansley Park either with tralfic or air quality Erroneous conclusions on

incomplete data

It also concerns me a great deai in view ol the moratorium on additional

roadbuikfing in Metro Atlanta that the EPA and the DOT have together
decided to consider ihe entire protect as a TCM claiming that the project
will be environmentally beneficial and suggesting n might even reduce

pollution

t am opposed to the massive highway project aimed at my neighborhood

Thank you lor the opportunity lo express my opposition to the 17th Street

Bridge and Extension project as proposed which literally will be at my

doorstep

Robert 0 Clark

64 17th St NE

Atlanta GA 30309



September 20 2000

l^CiWc l 1

TO Mr Hen West

U S tnnronmental Protection Agency

FROM Katharine G Farnhain

30 Ininan Circle

Atlanta OA 30309

RE

Redevelopment Protect Fulton County Gcori ia

X
00
00

I ain

NOT opposed to redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel Project but the success or that

project should not be at the expense of Atlanta s successful inlown ncighboiliood Ansley
Park The Environmental Assessment for the I7ih Street Bridge component of the Atlantic

Steel Project inadequate in its description and coverage of the Anslcy Park neighborhood
and in its assessment of the impact on this neighborhood of the immense daily load of

traffic to be earned here by the proposed bridge

Ansley Park is not being unreasonable in its requests to be guaranteed an independent
traffic impact study sufficient funds to implement the recommendations of that study a

binding completion date for the traffic controlling features and a seat at the table during
the planning process

For 33 years I have been a resident of the City of Atlanta for 32 of those I have been a

resident of Ansley Park I consider myself an advocate both for my neighborhood and lor

the city I support intelligent well planned growth and development for the city The

plans for the 17th street bridge and its extension do not represent intelligent well planned
growth and therefore I must emphatically oppose them as presently designed

Sincerely

Katharine G Famham

IfU Jtl I i oj

Dear Mr West

As the plan lor ihe Atlantic Steel Project stands ihe protect would

gravely endanger my neighborhood ol Ansley Pa V and ihe surrounding mtdtown

neighborhoods The Atlantic Sleet Project would be created at the excessive

expense ol the garden environment ol histonc beautiful Ansley Park We
will no let this happen Where are the forward thinking people who know

that Atlanta s environmental future depends on btke and goll can travel and

generous green space which should be the central theme ol any new

development For any necessary car trallic the Atlantic Steel ta xl n elt

should be used lor roads or access ramps to provide direct access to and

Irom Uie interstate instead ol bridging the uatlic across the interstate

into another community thereby destroying that well established community s

environment

i request that an independent unbiased unconnected third pariy

provide an environmental assessment that would include all neighborhoods
ellected by the project I request that Ansley Park be represented at the

planning table lor reconfiguring the project and any bridge furthermore

monies need to be appropriated and provided upfront lor drverting and

dealing with the 1 attic generated by the project and any bridge in its

final conltguraiion

Thank you lor your consideration

Sincerely

lh«prado@t elliouth n

et

09 21 2000 07 17 AM

To Ben Weii R4 US6PAAJS@EPA

Subtacl Atlantic £|AaI Pimvl in I 7ih O M

Richard N Stephens
133 The Prado NE

©
September 2000

kufaJ

Rr Environmental Assessment l7ih Slreet Extensiottand Allaiuc Steel Redevelopment

Project Fuftoa County Georgia

Dear V\ ^

I am a resident of tbe Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta 1 wntc to you to express my

grave concerns with tbe above project The 17th Street bridge a«l extension threatens to cause a

missive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of Us residents

polluting our air and destroying tbo fabric of my neighborhood as 1 know it today The

environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17lb Street bridge roust be redesigned

to divert traffic awuy from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Analev Pari

and provide mitigation to rentdy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Ynurs Truly
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924 Bowen St N W

Atlanta GA 30318

September 19 2000

Mr Ben West

Office of Environmental Assessment

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303 6960

Subject Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension

[GDOT Project NH 7141 00 9001 P I Number 7141901
and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project
Fulton County Georgia

Dear Nr West

He have reviewed the subject Environmental Assessment EA and

JJJ offer the following comments

i
OO

I

The selected alternative as described In this EA would

exacerbate the impacts of stormwater runoff which originates off

site and currently flows Into the narrow valley were the 135 acre

Atlantic Redevelopment site Is located Instead of this runoff

being detained there by existing wetlands ponds greenspaces and

other pervious surfaces storm surges would be sent downstream

via a new storm sewer bypass system EA p 4 2

One Is left to guess just how much more flooding and other
devastation would be reeked along lanyard Creek If these storm

surges were permitted Responsible engineers should be asked

now before any construction begins to model the cumulative

Impacts of coupling these surges with the massive wet weather

peak flows already discharged from the Tanyard Creek CSO Treatment

Facility

We are aware that the U S Army Corps of Engineers Mobile District
and their consultants recently modelled alternative piping schemes
for Atlanta s Clear Creek combined sewershed They found that

adding a single large storm sewer bypass relief sewer to such
a system can lead not only to destruction of bridges and other

property but also to catastrophic downstream flooding in general

The Atlantic Steel property has been performing vital flood
control functions for the SOO acre catchment In which It Is
located for decades Now ajs a result of the filling of the
channel and Atlantic Steel Impoundments stormwater storage
capacity on the site would be slgnficantly reduced EA p 4 3 But

by how much Simply providing stormwater storage capacity

for the redevelopment site itself or even an additional 20

to assist the City In the management of flows to the Tanyard

Creek CSO Treatment Facility EA p 4 3 Is not enough
A comprehensive approach to watershed protection consistent

with current EPA 5 year policy goals is needed to insure that

the impacts of stormwater runoff whether It originates on site

or elsewhere In the SOO acre catchment are mitigated

II

In view of the prospect that greater storm surges will lead to

massive flooding and accelerated creekbank erosion downstream

it is particularly troubling to find

1 Only 100 000 is being awarded as compensatory mitigation
for the destruction of 3 75 acres of jurisdictional
wetlands on the Atlantic Steel site and

2 While these funds are to be applied to streambank

restoration NOME of the money can be used under the

current Mitigation Plan for such work on downstream

reaches I e reaches of either Tanyard Creek or

Peachtree Creek EA pp 4 4 and 4 5 Appendix 0

Land in this area is worth about 500 000 per acre The 3 75

acres of wetlands which the Project XL developers plan to

fill In order to create additional building space have a

total value from their perspective of approximately
1 875 million

The compensatory mitigation needs to be recomputed to account

realistically for the value of these wetlands to Atlantic

Steel s downstream neighbors

III

Not only would downstream flooding problems increase dramatically
under the preferred alternative but also it would eliminate

certain other vital functions which the wetlands ponds open

waterway and riparian corridor on the Atlantic Steel site have

performed for decades Under tha proposed development scenario

pollutant loads in stormwater originating off site throughout
the SOO acre catchment would be piped dlrectly into the new

storm sewer bypass

In particular this storm drain would be laid along the

northern boundary of the current property line so that the

existing 36 lnch diameter storm drain originating from Bishop
Street would tie into it there EA p 4 2 That is

stormwater flows which presently enter this storm sewer along
the western boundary of the abandoned lead smelter known as

the National Smelting and Refining site and which are then

conveyed to the lower impoundment on the Atlantic Steel property
would no longer drop their pollutant loads there Rather these

stormwater flows laden with lead and other toxics would be

piped untreated directly Into the new storm sew «r bypass and

2



sent to the Tanyard creek CSO Treatment Facility Because
the latter overflows frequently more often than Atlanta s

remaining West Side CSOs and because it does not remove

any toxics Including lead It is highly likely that all of

the pollutants carried in stormwater runoff from the National

Smelting and Refining site would be discharged untreated into

Tanyard Creek Such a proposal if Implemented would be a huge
step backward Under any scenario EPA should require that
contaminated stormwater runoff from the former lead smelter
be stored 1001 on site and pretreated before it is released
and pretreatment standards must not be lowered In an effort
to expedite redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel property

IV

Host appalling is the fact that the EPA would even consider

allowing the redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel site to

proceed without first requiring the removal of the high
levels of lead currently found on the National Smelting and

Refining site

Nor can we allow the following statement found In the EA

p 4 9 to go unchallenged

At this time impacts to human health and welfare or

the environment [ f rota the National Smelting and Refining
A site have not been identified

i

vo
The fact Is that the Remediation Plan Atlantic Steel Industries
Inc Property Atlanta Georgia Octobec 19991 describes in detail
at least one location on the National Smelting and Refining site
which has already been identified as requiring remediation so as

not to pose a threat or risk to the environment and future
construction workers at the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Site

see the Remediation Plan pp 1 4 and 1 5 copies of which
4re attached This location Is so badly contaminated that
M0 cu yd will have to be removed In order to remediate it
Remediation Plan Appendix F attached

At this location denoted by the reference numeral 28 on the
enclosed copy of Locations of Potentially Impacted Areas PIAs

Requiring Corrective Action FIG 1 4 of the Remediation Plan
both lead and benzo a pyrene were found to exceed their Media

Remediation Levels That Is they exceed 2700 mg kg and 4 4

rog ki} respectively

The health hazards which this area would pose to an abutting
residential community on the Atlantic Steel prperty cannot be
denied The lead concentration in the soil at this location

greatly exceeds the EPAs human health risk assessment criteria

only 400 mg kg for lead See the attached Quality Assurance

Project Plan p 2 for further details If the EPA Is
Interested In protecting the public health and welfare and or

the environment then action is called for not subterfuge

Finally we find it highly Irregular i f indeed EPAs Quality
Assurance Project which was launched In response to repeated

3

concerns raised by and extensive documentation and soli

sampling data provided to James Kutzman and Brian Holtzclaw

by Environmental Focus Group members has yet to Identify

any impacts to human health and welfare or the environment

from the National Smelting and Refining site After all

sampling was to have been completed In May or June 1999

See Quality Assurance Prolect Plan p 1 The public

deserves a full explanation Including a reopening of the

NEPA process

V

Provisions should be made to inform In writing any future

tenants for either commercial or residential properties on

the Atlantic Steel redevelopment site that both it and the

adjoining National Smelting and Refining property were once

Superfund sites People must be given an Informed choice

so that they can decide for themselves whether they wish to

live and work there Information on how prospective tenants

can access EPD files on these hazardous waste sites should

also be part of this written disclosure

VI

Absent from the EA is any mention of the need to capture and

treat first flush stormwater runoff before sending It to the

large detention structure In the center of the redevelopment

with approximately 12 8 acre feet of stormwater storage

EA p 4 3 Pretreatment of this first flush to remove

sediment oils and grease as well as floatables Is essential

A requirement that the developer must install BHPs best

management practices and stormwater controls to achieve at

least 80 reduction In annual loadings of pollutants should be

explicitly stated

VII

Even though the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment project would

benefit significantly from Its proximity to the Interstate

no provisions have been made for detaining any part of the

massive quantities of stormwater runoff which this 14 lane

highway and its off ramps generate Rather the EA announces

that external costs to the environment will once again be

ignored Stormwater from the off site roadway improvements
would discharge to the existing outfalls EA p 4 7 If

this Project XL Is to produce superior environmental results

both past and future harms related to highway system

development not Just air quality and the cutting off of

neighborhoods from each other but also stormwater management
which is a costly problem for the City of Atlanta s predomi-

nantly minority ratepayers taxpayers should be mitigated

4



Importantly highway stormwater management Including that

primarily for Project XL s benefit would have adverse

financial impacts across the City well beyond the environmental

justlce Impact zone within 1 mile of the property boundary lines

selected for study in this EA FIG 3 8

VIII

The selected alternative described in this EA would divert

the last remaining remnant of Shoal Creek a tributary of Tanyard
Creek to a storm sewer Any dry weather natural spring flows

entering this storm sewer which would feed into the Orme Street

Combined Sewer would bypass Tanyard Creek entirely Shoal

Creek would be piped directly to the R M Clayton WRC for

treatment as sewage But according to the Georgia Water Ouality
Control Act a permit must be obtained to divert water which

reduces the flow of surface waters by more than 100 000 gallons
per day GPD on a monthly average

Earlier we supplied U S EPA representatives with copies of

a plat showing where Shoal Creek also known as the Stockyard
Branch of Tanyard Creek originates upstream of the Atlantic

Steel property Over the years this waterway has been

progressively hidden In culverts combined sewers beneath
the manmade grid Nevertheless about a 900 foot long reach

of Shoal Creek is still daylighted This reach extends

northeasterly across the redevelopment site beginning at its

southwest corner Please see the attached copy of my July 15

1999 letter to Hr Tim Toiraa and Ms Michelle Glenn

Unfortunately the developers are prepared to pipe this

remnant of Shoal Creek completing the destruction of all

Tanyard Creek headwaters above the Tanyard Creek CSO Treatment

Facility To this end their consultants have consistently
labelled the culvert through which Shoal Creek flows onto the

Atlantic Steel property as the southwest storra sewer or

simply a storm sewer Please see for example FIG 3 1

of the EA

We do know however that Shoal Creek s flow averaged 2 72 MGD

over a 10 day period August 12 1999 to August 23 1999

EA p 3 4 Some of this flow has been attributed to sanitary
sewage some to backwash from the Hemphill Water Treatment Plant

How much of this flow is spring fed is unknown

From personal observations and measurements made on the flows

emerging post sewer separation from the sites of 2 former

Combined Sewer Overflows in Atlanta s North Utoy Creek we know

that the spring fed flows there are very significant well in

excess of 1 MGD The same is true of other headwaters still

trapped in Atlanta s combined sewers including the Clear Creek

and East Side CSOs The same is likely true of Shoal Creek

Understandably neither the developer s consultants

nor Atlanta Public Works officials have been particularly

forthcoming in this regard Only guesstimates have

been provided as to the contribution of backwash waters

The best of these guesstimates was provided recently by
Norman Koplon T he shut down of the Atlantic Steel

operations and current re circulation of flows at the

Hemphill Water Treatment Plant has resulted in a

reduction of flows estimated between 1 5 MGD to 2 5

MGD please see latter dated July 6 2000 in Appendix H

of the EA Assuming the lower end of Mr Kopion s

guesstimate is most accurate then there may be as

much as 1 2 MGD arising from other sources In view of

the sparse population of approximately 2090 people
Block Group Nos 11 12 17 16 and 19 EA p 3 37

in the combined sewershed feeding into Shoal Creek Its

sanitary sewage component is at most 272 000 GPD Flows

which arise from natural springs may be as high as

900 000 GPD

If the EPA seeks to produce superior environmental results
in the case of this Project XL then EPA needs to measure

using computerized flow monitors just what are the sources

of the flows into Shoal Creek and their actual magnitudes

EPA should never agree to destroy a daylighted creek and its

riparian corridor and especially not in the inner city where

greenspaces with water amenities are in such scarce supply
For many of the 20 000 residents that the developer hopes to

house on this site greenspaces with water features and the

diverse bird species and other wild creatures they attract

will be a definite PLUS Keeping Shoal Creek possibly
insulated from the pervasive hazardous waste by a liner
like the 12 8 acre stormwater detention structure should

be part of that greenspace water features package

In general the subject Environmental Assessment has serious

flaws It never assesses the extent to which the health of

human beings and other living creatures would be impacted
by the extensive residue of hazardous waste present in the

Atlantic Steel National Smelting and Refining complex Nor

does it identify the solutions that are needed to mitigate
a vast array of stormwater runoff related problems which

this redevelopment would engender

Vivian Li Steadman Ph D Chemistry

ends 1 Remediation Plan Atlantic Steel Industries Inc

Property Atlanta Georgia pp 1 1 1 2 1 4 T^5
FIG 1 4 Appendix F

2 Memo dated May 3 1999 from Jonathan Vail

Quality Assurance Project Plan for National

Smelting and Reflnlshlnq 31 c 1 Slte^
3 Letter dated fT 1999 to Tim Torma and

Michelle Glenn from Vivian Steadman

4 USEPA Region 4 Emergency Response Branch Site

Assessment Referral Form part of documentation

supplied earlier to James Kutzman and Brian Holtzclaw
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1 1 Project Background

The Site ii generally located on Mecaslin Street m Atlanta Georgia as shown on Figure 1 1 and as

defined in this Plan consists of several parcels of land including

• The 130 acre parcel that includes all former steel making operations Atlantic Steel facility

• A I 7 acre parcel that was occupied by Tn Chem Corporation

Out Parcels lots ringing in sue from 0 07 to I 61 acres are located in the area southeast of 16th Street

and Mecaslin Street and are now used for either vehicle parking or single family dwellings For the

reasons set forth in the approved Phase D Workplan these Out Parcels do not require remediation and are

therefore not considered part of the Site in this Plan

Law Engineering and Environmental Services Inc LAW has prepared this Remediation Plan a a

supplement to the Phase 11 Investigation Report Tot the Site This Remediation Plan is in support of a

proposed multi use redevelopment of the entire Site and includes an engineered solution for the Site

LAW conducted Phase I and Phase tl Investigation activities and prepared this Remediation Plan under

contract to Atlantic Steel Industries tnc the current owner and Atlantis 16 L L C the purchaser for

redevelopment and in accordance vv lb renewed hazardous waste facility Permit No HW 044 d

The Site is to be redeveloped for multi unit residential office hotel entertainment and retail trade uses

This Remediation Plan presents the results of the consideration of appropriate remedial measures to

protect public health and the environment consistent with comprehensive redevelopment and future use of

the Site based upon the results from the Phase II Investigation Report During the course of the Phase 11

Investigations and remediauon planning progress briefings and interim findings were routinely presented

to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division GA EPD Their interim comments and suggestions

have significantly enhanced the overall effort to develop the Phase U Investigation Report and

Remediation Plan

The Site has been used for steel making and steel product finishing operations for nearly 100 years

Steel making operations were discontinued in 1991 Only steel rolling operations were ongoing during

the Phase 11 Investigations and all manufacturing operations at the Site ceased on December 31 1998 A

site plan is provided as Figure 1 2

l l

Activities at the Site have been conducted under various environmental permits and regulations

administered by the OA EPD This includes a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act RCRA permit

for post closure care and remediation of a former furnace dust recycle pile that was removed in 1983

A Phase 1 Environmental Assessment was performed in June of 1997 which included property

reconnaissance Atlantic Steel employee interviews and records research Following the Phase I

Assessment a Phase 11 Workplan was completed that presented the results from the Phase I Assessment

and outlined the sampling and analysis program for ground water and soil investigations

In part the Phase II Workplan identified for further investigation 29 Potentially Impacted Areas PLAs

from across the Site where past operations may have impacted soil or ground water Subsurface sampling

uas then conducted within each of the 29 PlAs Fifteen of the PLAs were then identified for soil

excavation and removal to off site waste facilities

In addition to the PIA focused sampling additional soil and gTOund water samples were collected from

across the Site to complete the Sitewide characterization of soil and ground water quality Broad range

laboratory analyses were conducted on selected soil and gfound water samples to ensure that the chosen

analyte groups and test methods were appropriate

The Site is within a narrow west to east sloping valley with surface drainage converging into a municipal

sewer main that follows along the original drainage features of the valley floor Ground water flou

converges into the Site then flows to the east and exits the Site at the eastern Site boundary

While only limited ground water contamination has been detected beneath the Site ledevelopment of the

Site includes a prohibition oa the use of ground water and a commitment to intercept gTOund»waier

discharge before it exits the eastern Site boundary at the Interstate Highway 1 75 1 85 boundary Ground-

water interception will therefore occur on the eastern Site boundary The intercepted ground water will

be treated as necessary for discharge to the city of Atlanta sewer system No drinking water wells exist ia

this highly developed area long served by the municipal water distribution system The ground water use

prohibition with interception on the Site effectively eliminates the potential for a ground water exposure

pathway Installation and commencement of the ground water interception system will occur prior to

completion of the remediation work at the Site Operation of the interception system thereafter shall

occur pursuant to one of several mechanisms The purchaser may operate the system or assign the

obligations to operate such system to a subsequent owner of the portion of the Site on which the system is

located The purchaser may establish an association or organization of property owners and or terunLs

whose function will include among other things the continued operation of the interception system The

1 2
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Potentiometric ground water data indicates that on site ground water flows generally toward the

northcasern and southeastern areas of the Site It was recommended in the Phase II Investigation Report

that measures to address potential ground water migration be implemented Therefore the primary

remedial action goal for ground water is to implement measures to control ground Water flow and prevent

ofT sitc migration This goal includes installation of ground water interception systems with discharge to

the city of Atlanta Sanitary Sewer System The design and operation of these systems will be conducted

to accommodate changes in hydrogeologic and ground water quality conditions at the Site and prevent

off site migration

1 2 2 Potentially Impacted Areas Identified for Corrective Measures

The primary remedial action goal for the PlAs at the Site is to reduce the on site chemical constituent

concentrations in subsurface media to acceptable levels so as not lo pose a threat or risk to the

environment and future construction workers ai the Site The PlAs requiring remediation and the

chr i constituents associated with each PIA are provided in Table 1 1 and shown on Figure 1 4 The

remtdial action components associated with the remediation of these PlAs are presented in Sections 3 0

and 4 0 of this document

Table 1 1 PlAs Requiring Remediation and Associated Chemical Constituents

PIA

Number

PIA Locatioo MRL Coostltueot

Eiceedance

MRL tog kg

4 Trichloroethylene TCE Degrtaser in Nail Mill TCE J 4600

5 Am Adjacent to Old Lower Impoundment Dlbeoz a4i aiitbraceQe 4 4

6 Galvanizing Pan Service Aiea Leid 1700

9 Mill Scale Management Artas Lead

Cadmium

1700

480

11 Stained Soil from Maintenance Related Acuvities Bento a anlhracem

enzo a pvrtne

44

4 4

12 Stained Soil from SurficiaJ Petroleum Releases 1

13 Stained Soil from Subsurface Petroleum Releases denio o pyrtne 4 4

14 Babbia Rework Area Arsenic

Lead

dtmoMpvrene

120

2700

4 4

IS f iained Sod from Active Mill Scale Pile 21

IS Former Container Storage Area Lead

Arsenic

2700

120

M

PIA

Number

PIA Locatioo MRL Constituent

Eiceedance
MRL mg kg

10 C Electrical Transformers Machine Shop PCB 1254 25

20 L Electrical Transformer Propane Yard Beozo a pyreQe

Di6cfUfaMcw{ ira n

4 4

4 4

22 Shed and Stained Soil Beuo a pyreoe 4 4

27 Former Spalding Foundry Lead

Btnto o pyrtnt

Diiinifo Manihroctn

2700

4 4

4 4

28 Storm Water Sewer from Bishop Street Area Lead

Beniofaipvrtne

2700

4 4

Notes

mg kg Milligrams pa kilogram
MRL Media Remediation Levels

llaha Consutuent does not exceed MRL but contributes to risk estimate

Bold Consntueot is the primary driver for remedauon

1 This area has been selected for corrective action because it mav serve as a source area for TCE in
ground waier The soil results do oot exceed MRLs

2 PlAiwiihoul MRL txctedanco wtre Klecisd for removal butd on vinul otmiviuon I •

The criteria used to select PlAs for removal are listed below

I Estimated carcinogenic nsk for soil exposures equal to or greater than I x 104

2 Estimated hazard index systemic nsk fot soil exposures greater than one

3 Soil lead concentrations greater than the lead MRL of 2 700 mg Vg or PlAs with significant levels
of lead which served to elevate the Sitewide average concentration for lead

4 Presence of stained soils in areas requiring extensive guding during redevelopment

The cumulative carcinogenic risk associated with soil exposures at PIA 20E was equal to I x I0
4

Four

scini volatile compounds contributed to the cumulative risk Individually no compounds contributed

more than 9 x 101 Therefore this PIA was not selected for remediation

The cumulative carcinogenic risk associated with soil exposuies at PIA 17 was equal to I x I0 4
Seven

compounds contributed to the cumulative nsk with the majoriry associated with arsenic individually no

compounds contributed more than 7x10 Therefore this PIA was also not selected for remediation

1 2 3 Site Surface Barriers

Following the implementation of the remediation activities presented in this Remediation Plan the Site

will be developed for commercial and residential use The final remediation of the Site and the Final Site

Plan will provide hard cover g parking decks streets sidewalks roofs on most of the eastern portion
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Estimate of Quantities for Relevant MedU at PLAj

PlA

Number

PlA Name Surface Area

square eel

Depth
feel

Volume

cy

4 TCE Degrtuer m Nail Mill 1 375 153

5 Art Adjacent to Old Lower Pond 400 22 326

6 Galvanising Pan Service Aiea 11 100 10 4 111

9 A Former Mill Scale Pile 12 600 10 4 667

9 B Former Mill Scale Pile 4 100 911

9 C Former Mill Scale Pile 1 540 399

9 D Active Mill Scale Pile 97 000 21 741

II A Suuied Soil from Maintenance Related Activities 12 340 U71

II B Suuied Soil from Maintenance Related Activities 610 68

1IC Suuied Soil from Maintenance Related Activities 8 600 956

12 A Suined Soil from SuiTicial Petroleum Releases 1 800 200

12 B Suuied Soil from Surficial Petroleum Releases 2 860 318

12 C Stained Soil from Surficial Petroleum Releases 5 100 567

12 D Suuied Soil from Surficial Petroleum Releases 8 600 956

12 E Suined Soil from Surficial Petroleum Releases 12 160 U5I

12 F Suined Soil from Surficial Petroleum Releases 600 133

1 Suined Soil from Sub Surface Petroleum Release} 1 000 J93

4 Babbitt Rework Area 1 000 in

15 Suined Soil from Active Mill Scale Pile IS Included with Active Mill Scale Pile

II Former Conutner Storage Area 5 000 741

20 C Electrical Transformers Machine Shop Included with Suined Soil from Surficial

Petroleum Releases 12 D

20 L Electrical Transformer Propane Yard 320 36

22 Shed and Suined Soil 1 800 200

27 Former Spalding Foundry 25 3

28 Storm Water Sewer from Bishop Street Area 2 500 648

Toul 47431
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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT

FROM

THRU Archie Lee Chief

Hazardous Waste Se

TO See Below

U S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION 4 SCIENCE and ECOSYSTEMS SUPPORT DIVISION

ATHENS GEORGIA 30605 2720

MAY 0 3 899

4SES EI

Transmittal Quality Assurance Project Plan

National Smelting and refiniahing Site

Atlanta Georgia
SESD Project No 99 0367

Jonathan Vail J
V

Hazardous Haste section

Please find attached the work plan for the above referenced

site Please call me at 706 355 8611 if you have any comments

or questions

Attachment

Addressees

Steve Spurlin ERRB

Elmer Akin OTS

Michelle Glenn WD

Jewell Harper WD

Brian Holtzclaw OCS EJ WD

Kevin Koporic OTS

Doug Lair ERAB

Gary Bennett OQA

Cliff Opdyke GA EPD

Quality Assurance Project Plan

FOR

NATIONAL SMELTING and REFINISHING SITE

Prepared by Science and Ecosystem Support Division

980 College Sianon Road

Athens Georgia 30605 2720

Approval Sheet

Signature indicates that this QAPP is approved and will be implemented in conducting ihis

investigation

Bill Bokey P ^ Sf fr
Environmental Investigations Branch Chief Signature Date

Archie Lee

Hazardous Waste Section Chief C^iignaiure
^ 6ate

Signati r Date

Gary Bennett J
Quality Assurance Officer StgnaiiT
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A PROJECT MANAGEMENT

The overall field investigation and sampling phase of ihe project and any field decisions

will be the responsibility of the Held project leader Jonathan Vail Some field responsibilities
and decisions will include monitoring overall field project quality control coordinating field

scheduling of work and sample analyses with the laboratory with other section activities The

field project leader is responsible for insuring that all field activities arc communicated and

coordinated with the on scene coordinator Steve Spurlin The on scene coordinator will insure

that all data users and decision makers are informed of the field activities and results of the

investigation The Safety Officer Art Masters will be responsible for monitoring the health and

safety of the sampling investigative personnel The Sampling Investigative Personnel Mike

Neill Charles Till Don Hunter Milton Henderson will collect samples and assist in all data

collection activities The Quality Assurance Manager Gary Bennett has the authority and

responsibility for managing all of Ihe QA activities for this investigation and within the region in

accordance with section 4 2 2 of the Region 4 Quality Assurance Management Plan

Distribution List

Steve Sputlin ERRB

Elmer Akin OTS

Michelle Glenn

Jewell Harper
Brian Holtzclaw

Kevin Koponc
Doug Lair ERRB

Gary Bennett OQA
Cliff Opdyke GA EPD

Project Schedule

The anticipated starting date for the sampling for this investigation is March or Apnl 1999

The completion date is anticipated to be in the month of May or June 1999

Problem Definition and Background

National Lead Industries operated this site located at 451 Bishop Street Atlanta Georgia
from 1914 through 1981 as a lead smelting and refining operation In 1981 the site was bought

by National Smelting and Refining Figure I for similar operations until they filed for

bankmptcy in 1984 The site has also been known as Atlanta Forge and Foundry Company In

1986 the Georgia Environmental Protection Division EPD collected samples of waste

materials and found lead concentrations over 8 times above Ihe 5 mg L EP Toxicity level for lead

found in 40 CFR pan 261 Subpart C In 1989 the United States Environmental Protection

Agency EPA found lead concentrations over 1 100 times above he 5 mg L EP Toxicity level

for lead resulting in various removals assessments investigations and monitoring at the sue

until 1991 Several Admimsiritive Orders of Consent were issued by EPA in 1990 and 1991 to

the potentially responsible parties requiring clean up of the abovcgiound waste at the site By
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1992 most of the site waste had been removed by the potentially responsible panics As a result

or a meeting with an Environmental Justice EJ Focus Group EPA decided to revisit Ihe

environmental and public health protections at the site because of a proposed Atlantic Steel

redevelopment south of the sile would potentially bring an additional 20 000 people to Ihe local

area

Project Talk Description

The goals of this investigation are three fold I assess the exposure of lead and other

potential contaminants in soil from areas at the site that are not covered with concrete 2 assess

soil for lead from areas under the concrete in case the concrete is removed as a result of future

development and 3 assess Ihe sediments from site runoff for lead and other potential
contaminants south of the lite along Ihe railroad spur These goals will be accomplished by
collecting the soil and sediment media and laboratory analyzing for their chemical constituents

Figure 2 presents the sample locations under consideration for this portion of the investigation

We will utilize the analytical data for human health risk assessment of Ihe sue since ihe sile

has been abandoned for some time and is located near a resideniial area and as a site check up
since removal activities were last conducted in 1992 No ground water samples will be collected

since the drinking water supply in the area is from a municipal supply Air sampling may be

conducted based on the results of thin investigation

DaLa Quality Objectives

DQO NATIONAL SMELTING AND REFINING CO ATLANTA GA

State the

Problem

Potential lead exposure exists at National Smelling and

Refining Sile Potential lead exposure as a result of future

development of the site exists under the concrete surface at

the National Smelting and Refining Site

Identify the

Decision

Does the exposed soil at the sile the dust waste in the

warehouse and the sediment in the mnoff pathways exceed

human health risk assessment criteria for lead Does Ihe

soil under the concrete exceed human health risk

assessment criteria for lead

Identify Inputs
to the Decision

The regulatory level which exceeds the human health nsk

assessment criteria is 400 mg kg for lead
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Define Study
Boundaries

The study boundaries include on site and off site areas

The sediment samples will be collected from the mnoff

pathway between Ihe site and Ihe railroad track to the south

al a depth between 0 and 3 inches below ihe ground surface

All soil samples will be collected from a depth of 0 3

inches from areas on sile where the soil is exposed to ihe

air One soil sample will be collected from the vacant lot

across the sile to the north Dust waste will be collected

from Ihe floor of he warehouse located on Ihe east portion
of the property Subsurface soil samples will be collected

beneath ihe concrete at four locations at depths of 0 0 25

1 1 25 2 2 25 4 4 25 6 6 25 tO IO 25 and 15 15 25

Develop a

Decision Rule

If any of he lead analytical results exceed the regulatory
limit of 400 mg kg then removal activities may be

warranted

Specify
Decision Error

Limits

Since the sampling design is judgmental and is oriented

towards sampling locations with the highest contaminant

levels no statistical decision error limits will be developed

Optimize the

Study Design

Since a statistical decision error is not being utilized the

iterative process or optimizing the sample design will not

be used

Data precision and accuracy for this project arc defined by the Contract Laboratory Program
CLP statement of work SOW Data comparability is assured through the use of standardized

analytical methodology specified in the CLP SOW Sample representativeness is assured

through Ihe use of the Environmental Investigations Standard Operating Procedures and Quality

Assurance Manual E1SOPQAM May 1996 and the sampling design indicated in Part B of this

plan Data completeness for this project is 93 percent

Special Training Requirements

All sampling personnel are required to have 40 hours of hazardous waste site safely

training annual refresher training and specific knowledge and expertise of sample collection

techniques in accordance with the EISOPQAM There is no substitute for field experience
Therefore all professional and paraprofessional investigators shall have the equivalent of six

months field experience before they are permitted to select sampling sites on their own initiative

This field experience shall be gained by on the job training using the buddy system Each new

investigator should accompany an experienced employee on as many different types of field

studies as possible During this training period the new employee will be permitted to perform
all facets of field investigations including sampling under the direction and supervision of

senior investigators
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Documentation and Records

Reports will be completed after this investigation is completed and will contain the

following as appropriate Field records will be stored in accordance with the E1SOPQAM and

analytical records will be stored in accordance with the Analytical Support Branch Laboratory

Operations and QuaJity Control Manual ASBLOQCM Dec 1997

Introduction When the investigation waj conducted EPA state or other

regulatory agency participation facility representatives and what thetr

participation included who requested the investigation and the objectives

Background Study area descriptions manufacturing process and waste handling

priorities results of previous investigations etc A site map depicting major

structures and facilities as well as sampling locations will be included

Summary A brief summary of the key results and conclusions of the study

Discussion All aspects pertinent to the investigation such as analytical results

deficiencies site hydrology an evaluation of the monitoring well system a sue

map showing monitoring well locations topography and ground water flow

direction well depths and ground water elevations

Methodology A statement indicating that this SOP was followed and or reasons

why not and whether or nol samples were split and with whom

Conclusions At the discretion of the author a conclusions section for complex

investigations

Reference and Appendices Laboratory data sheets checklists etc

Reference List

United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 Quality Assurance Management

Plan For Region 4 R40AM 97001 August 1997

United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 Science and Ecosystem Support
Division Environmental Investigations Standan Operating Procedures and Quality

Assurance Manual May 19

United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 Science and Ecosystem Support
Division Analytical Support Branch Laboratory Operations and Quality Control Manual

December 1 1997

Kutzman James S U S Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 memorandum dated

Dec 71 1998 Subject National Smelting and Refining Site Atlanta Georgia EPA ID

GAD057302002 and Spill ID 043A

VO
vo
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OHM Remediation Services Corp Final Report For The Atlanta Forge and Found™ Sue

September 4 1992

Roy F Weston Inc memorandum Subject Site Assessment Sampling National Smelting
Refining Atlanta Fulton County Georgia TDD 04 9003 43 3153 TAT 04 F 03906

Roy F Weston Inc memorandum daied May 30 1990 Subject Site Investigation
National Smelling 4 Refining Atlanta Fulton County Georgia TDD 04 9005 23 3251

TAT 04 F 04013

Roy F Weston Inc memorandum dated June 11 1990 Subject On Scene Monitoring
National Smelting Refining Atlanta Fulton County Georgia TDD 04 9007 07 3340

TAT 04 F 04088

Roy F Weston Inc memorandum dated April 30 1991 Subject Removal PRP

National Smelting Refining Atlanta Fulton County Georgia TDD 04 9102 0005
1525 TAT 04 F 00112

DW Ryckman Associates Inc Task B Report Subsurface Investigation National

Smelling and Refining Site Atlanta Georgia May 16 1990

B MEASUREMENT DATA ACQUISITION

Sampling Process Design

Approximately 50 soil and sediment samples will be collected fiom locations both on site

and off sue as presented in Figure 2 to address the project task description

Seven surface soil sample locations SF101 SFI07 are tentatively identified where [he

potential exposure of lead and other potential contaminants in soil are from areas at the sue that

are not covered with concrete All seven samples will be analyzed for total metals with two of

the locations to be analyzed for the complete Target Compound and Target Analyte Lists

TCL TAL see Appendix A

Five sediment sample locations SD20I SD205 are tentatively identified where the

potential exposure of lead and other potential contaminants may be in the sediments from site

runoff south of the site along the railroad spur All five samples will be analyzed for total metals

with two of the locations to be analyzed for the complete Target Compound and Target Analyte
Lists TCL TAL

Four soil boring locations B30I B304 are tentatively identified where there is a potential
exposure of lead from areas under the concrete if the concrete is removed as a result of future

development Seven subsurface samples will be collected from each boring location at depths of

0 0 25 I 1 25 2 2 25 4 4 25 6 6 25 10 10 25 and 15 15 25 All twenty eight samples will

be analyzed for total metals only
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One dust waste location WA40I was tentatively identified where there is a potential

exposure of lead if the warehouse located on the east portion of the properly it demolished

One sample of the dust will be collected from the floor of the warehouse and analyzed for total

metals only

Sampling Method Requirements

Manual hand operated collection techniques and equipment will be used primarily to

collect the surface shallow subsurface soil sediment and dust waste samples Surface soils are

generally classified as soils between the ground surface and 6 to 12 inches below ground surface

The shallow subsurface soil interval may be considered to extend from approximately 12 inches

below ground surface to a site specific depth al which sample collection using manual methods

becomes impractical The dust waste is visibly present on the warehouse floor

Surface soils may be collected with a wide variety of equipment Spoons shovels hand

augers push lubes and post hole diggers made of the appropriate material may be used to

collect surface soil and sediment samples Stainless steel is considered appropriate sample
equipment material Surface soil or sediment samples are removed from the ground and placed
in pans where mixing as appropriate occurs prior to filling of sample containers If a thick

malted root zone is encountered at or near the surface it will be removed before the sample is

collected A spoon will be used to collect the dust waste sample All soil and sediment sampling
equipment used for sampling for trace contaminants should be constructed of stainless steel

where possible Pans used for mixing should be made of Pyre ® or equivalent or glass In no

case will chromium cadmium or galvanized plated or coated equipment be used for soil or

sediment sampling operations when inorganic contamination is of concern Similarly no painted
or plastic equipment should be used when organic contaminants are of concern All paint and

primer must be removed from soil sampling equipment by sandblasting or other means before

such equipment can be used for collecting soil samples Note that the sample for volatile organic
compound VOC analysis may be collected directly from the auger bucket or immediately after

an augrr bucket is emptied into ihr pan The sample should be placed in the appropriate
container with no head space if possible as is the practice with water samples Samples for

VOC analysis are not mixed

Hand augering is the most common manual method used to collect subsurface samples
However based on time constraints and the potential for encountering fill material a drill rig
will be used to collect the subsurface soil samples from the boring locations The drill rigs
augers will be used solely to gain easier access to the required sample depth where hand augers

or push tubes are generally used to collect the sample

Drilling rigs and other major equipment used to collect soil samples should be identified so

that this equipment can be tjved through field records A log book should be established for this

equipment so that all cleaning maintenance and repair procedures can be traced to the person

performing these procedures and to the specific repairs made Sampling spoons hand augers

Shelby tubes and other minor disposable type equipment are exempted from this equipment
identification requirement All equipment used to collect soil samples should be cleaned as

outlined in Appendix B of the EISOPQAM and repaired if necessary before being stored at he

Revision April 22 1999 6

conclusion of field studies Equipment cleaning conducted in the field Appendix G or field

repairs should be thoroughly documented in field records

Sample Handling Custody Requirements

After collection all sample handling should be minimized Investigators should use

extreme care to ensure that samples are not contaminated If samples arc placed in an ice chesl

investigators should ensure that melted ice cannot cause the sample containers to become

submerged as this may result in sample cross contamination Plastic bags such as Zip Lock®

bags or similar plastic bags sealed with tape should be used when small sample coniainers e g
VOC vials or bacterial samples are placed in ice chests to prevent cross contamination

It is extremely imponant that waste when appropriate soil and sediment samples be

mixed thoroughly to ensure that the sample is as representative as possible of the sample media

The most common method of mixing is referred to as quanering The quartering procedure
should be performed as follows

1 The material in the sample pan should be divided into quarters and each quarter
should be mixed individually

2 Two quarters should then be mixed to form halves

3 The two halves should be mixed to form a homogenous matrix

This procedure should be repeated several times until the sample is adequately mixed If round

bowls are used for sample mixing adequate mixing is achieved by stirring the material in a

circular fashion reversing direction and occasionally turning the material over

Specific chain of custody procedures are included in Sections 3 1 itvough 3 6 of the

EISOPQAM These procedures will insure that evidence collected during an investigation will

withstand scrutiny during litigation To assure that procedures are being followed it is

recommended that field investigators or their designees audit chain of custody enrnes tags field

notes and any other recorded information for accuracy

Sample holding times for the inorganic analysis of the soil sediment or dust waste is 180

days The holding times for organic analysis of soil or sediment is 14 days for VOCs and 14 days
to extraction for extractables then 40 days to analysis The recommended containers

preservation and holding time may be found in Appendix A of the EISOPQAM

When samples are to be shipped by common carrier or sent through the United Slates mail it

must comply with the Department of Transportation Hazardous Materials Regulations 49 CFR

172 The person offering such material for transportation is responsible for ensuring such

compliance For the preservation requirements of 40 CFR Part 136 Table U the Office of

Hazardous Materials Materials Transportation Bureau Department of Transportation has

determined that the Hazardous Materials Regulations do not apply to the following materials

Hydrochloric Acid HCL in water solutions at concentrations of 0 04 by weight or less pH
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about 1 96 or greater Nitric acid HNO in water solutions at concentrations of 0 15 by
weight or less pH about 1 62 or greater Sulfuric acid H SO in water solutions at

concentrations of 0 35 by weight or less pH about 1 15 or greater and Sodium Hydroxide
NaOH in water solutions at concentrations of 0 08 by weight or less pH about 12 30 or less

This footnote is wholly reproduced from 40 CFR 136 3 which is definitive

Analytical Method Requirements

All analyses will be conducted in accordance with the Contract Laboratory Program CLP

Statement of Work SOW The SOW describes he analytical methods equipment extraction

and digestion procedures laboratory decontamination procedures waste disposal requirements
corrective actions and form and content requirements for hardcopy analytical data package
submittal Quality control requirements instrument equipment testing inspection and

maintenance requirements instrument calibration frequency Inspection acceptance requirements
for supplies and consumables etc will also be found in the SOW Appendix A presents the CLP

target lists and the contract required detection and quantitation limits

C ASSESSMENT OVERSIGHT

Routine audits of laboratory activities may be conducted by the inorganic and organic
Chemistry Section Chiefs Independent laboratory audits may be conducted by the Region 4

Quality Assurance Officer or represemaiive s Field audits will be conducted by the chief of the

Hazardous waste Section Any problems identified during these audits will be addressed in a

memo to ihe Field who will lake immediate steps to correct the identified discrepancies Further

information on assessment and response actions and report to management may be found in

Section 2 of the EISOPQAM

D DATA VALIDATION DATA USABILITY

The Region 4 Office of Quality Assurance OQA will perform a data review and

validation after the data is received from the CLP Procedures for data validation may be found

in the following three publications

Data Validation Slandard Operating Procedures for Contract Laboratory Program Routine

Analytical Services Revision 2 0 January 1999 Office of Quality Assurance SESD

USEPA Region 4

USEPA CoMPKl Ubomor Program National Functional Guidelines for Organic Data

Review EPA 54Q R 94 012 PB94 963501 February 1994

USEPA Contract Laboratory Program National Functional Guidelines for Inorganic Data

Review EPA 54O R94 013 PB94 963502 February 1994

The OQA provides a data qualifier report for each set of CLP data which is validated The

project leader will review the data qualifier report to determine any data limitations and may
consult with the OQA staff to determine Ihe impact of any qualified data on overall data usability

Revision April 22 1999 8

9
for this project The analytical data will be assessed by Ihe Environmental Investigations Branch

Detailed guidance for assessment may be found in Guidance for Data Quality Assessment EPA

QA G 9 July 1996 Some of the assessment will include visual inspection statistical tests and

display of the data spatially using Geographical Information System GIS technology The on

scene coordinator in consultation with the project leader will make a determination if the data

are acceptable for decision making at this site
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APPENDIX A TARGET ANALYTE LIST AND TARGET COMPOUND LIST

INORGANIC TARGET ANALYTE LIST

INORGANIC TARGET ANALYTE UST TAL TABLE 1

Contract Required
Detection L»mit

J

AnaJyte u L

Aluminum 200

Antimony 60

Arsenic 10

Banum 200

Beryllium 5
Cadmjum 5
Calcium 5000

Chromium 10
Cobali 50

Copper 25
Iron

100
Lead 3

Magnesium 5000

Manganese 15

Mercury 02
Nickel 40

Potassium S00G
Selenium 5
Silver 10
Sodium 5000

Thallium 10

Vanadium 50

Zinc 20

Cvanide 10

1 Subject lo the restrictions specified in Exhibits D And E my analytical method specified in ILM04 0 Exhibit
D may be utilized u long as the documented instrument or method detection limits meet the Contract

Requutd Detection limit CftDL requirements Higher detection limits may only be used in the following
circumstance

If the sample concentration exceeds five time the detection limit of the instrument or method in use the

value may be reported even though the instrument or method detecuon limit may not equal the Contract

Required Detection Lldui This is illustrated in the example below

For lead Method in use « ICP

Instrument Deiecuon Li mi IDL c 40

Sample concentration 220

Contract Required Detection Limii CRDL 3

The value of 220 may be reported even though the instrument detection limit is greater than CRDL The
instrument or method detection limit must be documented u dt cnbcd \n Exhibit ft and E

2 The CRDLs are the minimum levels of detection acceptable under the contract Statement of Work

10

TARGET COMPOUND UST AND

CONTRACT REQUIRED QUANTITATION LIMITS

NOTE Specific quantitation limits are highly nutm dependem The quanutauon limits luted herein are provided
for guidance and may not always be achievable

All CRQLa are rounded to two significant figures

The CRQL values listed on the following page s are based on the analysis of samples according to ihe

specifications given in Exhibit D

For soil samples the moisture content of the samples must be used to adjust the CRQL values appropriately

I 0 VOLATILES TARGET COMPOUND LIST AND CONTRACT REQUIRED QUANTITATION LIMITS

Quantitation Limits

Low Med On

Water Soil Soil Column

Votanles CAS Number uj^L up Kft fnp

1 Chloromethane 74 87 3 10 10 1200 50

2 Bromomethane 74 83 9 10 10 1200 50

J Vinyl Chloride 75 01 4 10 10 1200 50

4 Chloroethane 75 00 3 10 10 1200 50

5 Methylene Chloride 75 09 2 10 10 1200 50

6 Acetone 67 64 1 10 10 1200 30

7 Carbon Disulfide 75 15 0 10 10 1200 50

S l l Dichloroethene 75 35 4 10 10 1200 50

9 l l Dichloroethane 75 34 3 10 10 1200 50

10 1 2 Dtchlosoethene total 540 59 0 10 to 1200 50

II Chloroform 67 66 3 10 10 1200 50

12 1 2 Dichloroethane 107 06 2 10 10 1200 50

13 2 Butanone 18 93 J 10 10 1200 50

14 l l l Tnchloroe thane 71 55 6 10 10 1200 50

15 Carbon Tetrachloride 56 23 5 10 10 1200 50

16 Bromodichloromethane 15 27 4 10 10 1200 30

17 1 2 DichJoropropane 78 87 5 10 10 1 200 50

18 cis 1 3 Dichloropropene 10061 01 5 10 10 1200 50

19 Trichloroethene 79 01 6 10 10 1200 50

20 Dibfomochloromethane 124 48 1 10 10 1200 50

21 1 1 2 Trichlorocthane 79 00 5 10 10 1200 50

22 Benzene 71 43 2 10 10 1200 50

23 tians 1 3 DicHIoropropcne 10061 02 6 10 10 1200 50

24 Bromoform 75 25 2 10 10 1200 50

25 4 Methyl 2pentanone 108 10 1 10 10 1200 50

26 2 Hcxanone 591 78 6 10 to 1200 50

27 Tetrachloridethene 127 18 4 10 10 1200 50

28 1 1 2 2 Tetrachloroethane 79 J4 5 10 10 1200 50

29 Toluene 108 88 3 10 10 1200 50

II



Qumuuuon Umiu

Voliules CAS Number

Water

ufc L

Low

Soil

u K

Med

Soil

uf Kg

On

Column

njt

30 ChJorobenxcne 108 90 7 10 10 1200 50

31 Eihylberutne 100 41 4 10 10 1200 50

32 Styrene 100 42 5 10 10 1200 50

3 Xylenes Ooul 1330 20 7 10 10 1200 50

12

2 0 SEMIVOLATILES TARGET COMPOUND LIST AND CONTRACT REQUIRED QUANTITATION
LIMITS

Quanuuuon Luniu

Low Med On

Waier Soil Soil Column

Semjvolaulei CAS Number Uft l MfJKt ug K| n

34 Phenol 108 95 2 10 330 10000 20

35 bu 2 Chloroeihyl eiher 111 44 4 10 330 10000 20

36 2 ChJorophenol 95 57 8 10 330 10000 20

37 l 3 DichJorobcru rrt 541 73 1 10 3 0 10000 20

38 1 4 Dichlorobeniene 106 46 7 10 330 10000 20

39 1 2 Dichlorobeniene 95 50 1 10 330 10000 20
40 2 Meihylpheno 95 48 7 10 3 0 10000 20

41 2 2 oxybit 1 CNoropropane 108 60 1 10 330 10000 20

42 4 Melhylphenol 106 44 5 10 3 0 10000 20

43 N Niuoio di n propylamine 621 64 7 10 330 10000 20

44 Hexichloroeihane 67 72 1 10 330 10000 20

45 Nitrobenzene 98 95 3 10 330 10000 20
46 Isophorone 76 59 1 10 330 10000 20

47 2 Nitxophcnol 88 75 5 10 330 10000 20
48 2 4 Dimeihylphenol 105 67 9 10 330 10000 20

49 bis 2 Ch oroeihoxy methane 111 91 1 10 330 10000 20
50 2 4 Dichlojophenol 120 83 2 10 330 10000 20

51 1 2 4 Tnchloro b«ni«ne 120 82 1 10 330 10000 20
52 Naphthalene 91 20 3 10 330 10000 20

53 4 Qiloroantline 106 47 8 10 330 10000 20

54 Hexachlonibuiadiene 87 68 3 10 330 10000 20
55 4 Chioro 3 methylphenol 59 50 7 10 330 10000 20

56 2 MeihylnaphthaJene 91 57 6 10 330 10000 20

57 Hexachlorocyclo 77 47 4 10 330 10000 20

penudiene
58 2 4 6 Trichlorophenol 88 06 2 10 330 10000 20

59 2 4 5 Tnchlorophenol 95 95 4 25 830 25000 SO

60 2 CNoronaphlha ene 91 58 7 10 330 10000 20
61 2 Nitroaniline 88 74 4 25 830 25000 50

62 Dimethylph\halate 131 11 3 0 330 10000 20

63 Acenaphthylene 208 96 8 10 330 10000 20

64 2 6 Dimtroioluene 606 20 2 10 330 10000 20

65 3 Nitroaniline 99 09 2 25 830 25000 50

66 Acenaphihene 83 32 9 to 330 10000 20

67 2 4 Dimtrophenol 51 28 5 25 830 25000 50

6B 4 Nitropher ol 100 02 7 25 830 25000 50

69 Dibeniofuran 132 64 9 10 330 10000 20

Previously known by the name bis 2 Chloroisopropyl eiher

13



Quantitation Limm

Low Med On

Water Soil Soil Column

Semivolatile CAS Number U L njE

70 2 4 Ditutrotolocne 121 14 2 10 330 10000 20

71 Diethylphihalate 84 66 2 10 330 10000 20

72 4 Chloropbenyl 7005 72 3 10 330 10000 20

phcny tther

73 Fluortrx 86 73 7 10 330 10000 20

74 4 NitraanJhne 10041 6 25 830 25000 50

75 4 6 Dinitro 2 534 52 1 25 830 25000 50

methylphcnol
76 N Niitok 86 30 6 10 330 10000 20

diphenylunne
77 4 Bromophenyl 101 55 3 10 330 10000 00

phenytether
78 He tachlorobenzene 118 74 1 10 330 10000 20

79 Penuchiorophenol 87 86 5 25 830 25000 50

BO Phcnanihrvne 85 01 8 10 330 10000 20

81 Anthracene 120 12 7 10 330 10000 20

82 Carbazole 86 74 8 10 330 10000 20

83 Di n botylphthaJate 84 74 2 10 330 10000 20

84 Fluoranthene 206 44 0 10 330 10000 20

ft Pyttne 129 00 0 10 330 10000 20

86 Butylbenxylphthalite 8548 7 10 330 10000 20

87 3 3 Dich oroberujdine 91 94 1 10 330 10000 20

88 Beruo i 4nihracene 56 55 3 10 330 10000 20

89 • Chrywne 218 01 9 10 330 10000 20

90 bu 2 Eihy1hexyl 117 81 7 10 330 10000 20

phthalate
91 Di n ocrylphihalite 117 844 10 330 10000 20

92 Beruo b floonmbcne 205 99 2 10 330 10000 20

93 Beruo V fluoranihene 207 08 9 10 330 10000 20

Quantitation Loiruu

Serruvolatile CAS Number

Wucr

uf L

Low

Soil

ug K

Med

Soil

uf K

On

Column

nO

94 Btfuo a pyTtne 50 32 8 10 330 10000 20
95 ndcno IJ 3 cd 193 39 5 10 330 10000 20

pyrene
96 Dibenzo aJi 53 70 3 10 330 10000 20

anlhxacene

97 Beruo K h i pcrYlene 191 24 2 10 330 10000 20

15



JO PESTICIDES AROCLORS TARGET COMPOUND LIST AND CONTRACT REQUIRED
QUANTITATION LIMITS

Quimiuuon Limits

Watet Soil On Column

Pcsocides Aroclon CAS Number Uf L u K Pit

98 alpha BHC 319 84 6 0 050 1 7 5

99 bcu BHC 319 85 7 0 050 1 7 J

100 delu BHC 319 86 8 0 050 1 7 5

101 |inam BHC LirwUne 58 89 9 0 050 I 7 5

102 tlepuchlor 76 44 8 0 050 1 7 5

103 Aldnn 309 00 2 0 050 1 7 5

104 Heptachlor epoxide II1024 57 3 0 050 1 7 5

103 Endosulfan I 959 98 8 0 050 1 7 5

106 Dieldrin 60 57 1 0 10 33 10

10 4 4 DDE 72 35 9 0 10 3 3 10

108 Endrin 72 20 8 0 10 33 10

109 Endosulfan D 3321343 9 0 10 33 10

no 4 4 ODD 72 54 8 0 10 33 10

111 Endosulfan sulfate 1031 07 8 0 10 33 10

112 4 4 DDT 50 29 3 0 10 33 to

113 Methoxychlor 72 43 5 0 50 17 50

114 Endrin ketone 53494 70 5 0 10 33 10

115 Endrin aldehyde 7421 93 4 0 10 33 10

116 alpha Chlordane 5103 71 9 0 050 1 7 5

M gamma ChionUnc 5103 74 J 0 050 1 7 5

m Toxaphene 8001 35 2 50 170 500

119 Anxlor 1016 12674 11 2 0 33 100

120 Aroclor 1221 11104 28 2 20 67 200

121 A oclor 1232 11141 16 5 0 33 100

122 Aroclor 1242 53469 21 9 1 0 33 100

123 Aroclor 1248 12672 29 6 0 33 100

124 Anxlor 1254 11097 69 1 1 0 33 100

125 Aroclor 1260 11096 82 5 0 33 100

There is no differentiation between the preparation of low and medium soil samples in this

method for the analysis of pesticide Aroclors

^e lower reporting limit for pesticide instrument blanks shall be one half the CRQL values

for water samples

Only the eno cpoKy isomer isomer B of heptachlor epoxide is reported on the data reporting
forms Exhibit B
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924 Bouen St N W

Atlanta GA 30318

Phone 404 352 3882

July 15 1999

Hr Tim Torma

U S EPA Office of Reinvention 1802

401 M Street S U Rood 1025UT

Washington D C 20460

Ms Michelle Glenn

U S EPA Region IV

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta CA 30303

Subject Comments on the Atlantic Steel Redevelopaent
Project XL Draft Pinal Project Agreement

Dear Hr Toraa and Ms Clenn

As we see It the draft Final Project Agreement Is an Improvement
over the draft Phase 1 Project Agreement Probably the most

significant change from the perspective of Eroslon Stonnwater

Control is the following addition

Jacoby will Install separate stormwater and sanitary
systems p 14

We concur wholeheartedly with this change and urge that It also
be listed in Section Vlt Intentions Performance Measures and

Milestones

However we are perplexed as to how EPA can Justify its failure

to provide for the following

1 A comprehensive approach to watershed protection which will

provide for mitigation of the Impact of storawater runoff

which currently flows Into the valley in which the 138 acre

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment site is located and then detained

there by existing wetlands ponds greenspacea and other

pervious surfaces

The Atlantic Steel property has been performing vital

flood control and water quality improvement functlona

or decades How the Agreement indicates that these functions

at least for runoff arising upstream of thla property will be

lost Sadly the Agreement a9 currently aet up will allow

the developer to pursue traditional storm drainage practice
when It comes to storawater originating offslte

Specifically the Agreement will allow this storm water

including that laden with lead and other heavy metala from



Hr Tim Torma

Ha Michelle Clenn

July 15 1999

Page 2

the abandoned lead smelter koown as tba National Smelting and

Refining site to be piped through the Atlantic Steel property
and ultimately to a combined sewer trunk downstream where thl9

stormwater may or may not overflow from the lanyard Creek CSO

to the creek ltaelf

We contend this approach will not produce superior environmental

results

2 The 5 7 acre wetlands and ponds which have existed on the land

now ovned by Atlantic Steel since at least 1913 should be preserved
Shoal Creek also known «a the Stockyard Branch should be kept
out of a pipe in at least tho9e reaches in which this waterway

Is Btlll dayllghted including about a 900 toot long reach on the

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment site Itself

A 1908 plat of land west of the Intersection of Hemphill Ave

and 14th Street clearly show a branch or creek which flows through
a culvert beneath Hemphill Avenue and onto land now owned by the

Atlantic Steel Company This branch appears to have been more than
a first order stream by the tine it reached the inlet to the

culvert A copy of this 1908 plat which also available In Deed

Book 280 pages 368 370 In the Fulton County Superior Courthouse

is attached

EPA should never agree to destroy a dayllghted creek and 5 7 acres

of wetlands and especially not in the inner City where green9paces
with water amenities are in such scarce supply For many of the

20 000 residents that the developer hopes to house on this site

greenspaces with water features and the diverse bird species and

other wild creatures they will attract will be a definite PLUS

Why else have so many wanted to eacape to the Georgia mountains suburbs

If a highly Impervious concreted cltyscape was all that satisfying

We think it is a mistake for EPA to rely on the Judgement of city
planners such as Andre Duaoy who admitted that he had not even bothered

to personally inspect the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment when he offered

his design charette last fall If EPA is looking for superior
environmental results then we strongly urge you to seek input from

city planners such as Anne Whiston Spirn Professor and Chairman

Department of Landacspe Architecture end Regional Planning University
of Pennsylvania Ms Spirn and many others have the knowhow to design
humane cities cities in which their natural settings are taken into

account to create better more habitable urban environments

With the current draft Final Project Agreement the natural setting
in which the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment site is situated has been

virtually ignored

3 With respect to Brownfleld Remediation we aee only engineered
solutions being offered Why is the entire field of bloremedlatlon

in which at least 50 cleanup companies in the United States now

Mr Tim Tormo

Ms Michelle Clenn

July 15» 1999

page 3

participate being Ignored Numerous Superfund sites and contaminated

groundwater locations have been cleaned up using bloremedlatlon

Please see for example an article by Thomas Y Canby Bacteria

Teaching Old Bugs Hew Tricks Hatlonal Geographic August 1993

pages 61 through 60 a copy of which is attached

EPA needs to be about the business of maximizing pervious surface

areas on the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment site The natural

hydrologlcal regime should be maintained Unfortunately the

notion of capping the entire site keeps being pushed when bloremedlatlon

not only has been proven effective even in dealing with heavy metals

but is considerably less costly than excavation capping elsewhere

We urge you to Investigate thoroughly the possibility of using

bloremedlatlon to clean up aoat if not all of the Atlantic Steel property

Yours In savkia Atlanta s fragile environmentYour

Yiv
Vivian L Steadman Ph D Chemistry

ends a 1906 plat of the White McLendon Property

b Photocopy of Hatlonal Geographic article entitled

Bacteria Teaching Old Bug9 New Tricks



U5EPA REGION 4 EMERGENCY 3PONSE BRANCH

SITE ASSESSMENT REFfcnRAL FORM

PAG

liTE NAME NnC Icn T I Smelting 4 Rerlni ni

ilTE LOCATION Attach Map 651 Bishop Str« «» t Actaica fl iorr tn

TDD No OA 900 3 3

joESCRIPTION OF TAT INCIDENT RESPONSE Indude D«lo» On 30 March 1990 TAT w~

rpquestcd tn do composite sampling from 5 Iwad slag piles r aropler

were taken thru b scrips of grabs from 4 of th» oIIps conpnr lcprf r

¦ r«u tvor the 5th pit connoslfware taken thru fi scrips of grans iron i ~

li nampl i and another series of grabs tvon the 5th pit cnnnoslr

into 1 Sfonjp Sapping 1CS 11 and ICS 21 rrspectivelv

LONGTERM CLEAN UP GOALS Remove loud sl ig riros fr im thp sif ae to^n

dps s i b 1 e
1 SITE DESCRIPTION Anach Slla Layout Map I

TYPE OF FACILITY L ad sriplting rftflnlr g r itP that had been In opei T

nn 191C 1981 under N L Industries nrf front 1981 19B i wh n ry

f cllttv went bankrupt

KNOWN OR SUSPECTED HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES PRESENT ON SITE Lead anc trior U

coppqr 7 1n« lead dust lead o ide possible spall anounts of nnlfi

acid fron old battM rpcycllr p operation

I

I—

o
00

WASTE QUANTITY Drums Soil Uoooni •lc Soils load \ J c\cr 16

cubic of l« ari dross

REGULATORY STATUS Removal action approved lnno 19»9 oli1

previous EPA OSC Kelly HcCarty

WNER t LESSEE NAME Harinnal Smelting t Rpflnln hanl rnpr 19R

ADDRESS
IPHONE

SITE CONTACT NAME

[ADDRESS
USEPA CONTACT NAME

TAT CONTACT NAME

¦ftnvf SourUrt

~~n

_

i

|l

PHONE V 7 39

Ifo V
TARQET INFORMATION

PHONE 352 41

OBSERVED RELEASE TO ENVIRONMENT Attach Sampling Pali

SURFACE WATER leaching of m»tals from large btm ir to a drain ar

large puddle does grsist mnp punp water r reatra»nt system cupsr

GROUNDWATER area supplied bY dcy water nystfto infakp upstie

Chattachoocht Rlvai

IAIR

ittochf Rlv
Contamination In Che forn of lpad dust roiapratinfi from t

1 _ J —~ —T

via che i lnd
| SURFACE WATER

LOCATION LOCATION OF NEAREST DOWNGRADIENT
uiitco onnv i aka suaam Ocean aic I

LOCATION LOCATION OF NEAREST DOWNGRADIENT

SURFACE WATER BODY LaVa Stream Ocean alt |Show On Map Surface wat°

leaching from the facility Into Fulton County sewer nysten

LOCATION OF SURFACE WATER INTAKE Show On Map sump pump syen iff

mapC
tUMBER OF PEOPLE SERVEO

ITY COUNTY WATER SYSTEM CONTACTS

|NAME |PHONE
~

ADDRESS

[NAME _

lADDRESS

IPHONE

RECREATIONAL USE Boaimg Fishing Swimming etc L

^ 2 UU

SITE ASSESSMENT REFERR ORM PAGE 2

i I SURFACE WATER Corn |
V

AGRICULTURAL USE

SENSITIVE ENVIRONMENTS Wetlandi Endangered Special

THREAT TO HUMAN FOOD CHAIN

I GROUNDWATER |
CITY COUNTY WATER SYSTEM CONTACTS

NAME IPHONE NAME |PHONE
ADDRESS ADDRESS

•

LOCATION OF WELLS Show On Map

DEPTH OF WELLS

NUMBER OF PEOPLE SERVED

PRIVATE WELL USE SURVEY Number of homes within 0 5 miles ol iie |Anach Survey Forms]
j

KARST AQUIFER AREA Umestona Slnkholesj^

ONSITE EXPOSURE DIRECT CONTACT |
SITE ACCESS RMUlcled Um»» tl«8a Sonewhat restricted access howeypr

vagrants have bep n seen on sice
OCCUPIED BUILDINGS ON SITE none WORKERS ON SITE cle in uo contracts

^HOOLS DAYCARE CENTERS WITHIN 0 5 MILES Ceorgta Instituco of Technology

EXPOSURE PATHWAYS CONTAMINATED SOILS LAGOONS DRUMS etc
•

heavily r onr anina t

soils lead dust and surface water

POTENTIAL FOR AIR RELEASE Detcrib Known Or

Poienilal Sourcaa 01 Air Emtaslona On Site lead dust probability hlyh

~

| OTHER COMMENTS |
The iimnediacp hazard is lead rtusr which coulr Pecome airborne and

and possibly pose a health thrp et to aurnundlnp business and r»sldencp

af rr nf«i within 100 yards distance

The secondary hazard in metals leaching Into the groundwater
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LOUIS PENEGUY

AO7 COURTENAY ORIVC NORTHlAffT

ATLANTA GKOROIA 30304 34Z4

September 1 2000

Governor Roy Barnes

State of Georgia
201 Capitol Building
Atlanta Georgia 30334

Dear Governor Barnes

This is an appeal for you to revise your authorization

of the construction of the proposed Seventeenth Street Bridge11
between the Atlantic Steel project and the Midtown business

district In the City of Atlanta

Despite CRB Realty Director Charles Brown s statenent that

the project would benefit with the federal and state governnent s

financing and construction of a bridge over the 1 75 85

interstate highways apparently there is a lack of understanding
what a disaster it will be to the traffic flow where proposed

bridge connects into the Midtown district PLEASE drive or

assign Green Light Connittee nembers to provide you with a report
of the status of the streets after traveling nowin this area

{including Fourteenth Fifteenth and Seventeenth east west

streets and Peachtree West Peachtree and Spring north south

streets before further action is taken on the proposed the

bridge construction to understand that traffic is a near

standstill during business hours Even today numerous large
construction residential and office towers are being built

along these corridors When the predicted 25 000 additional

vehicles from the Atlantic Steel developnent joins today s

traffic questions will then arise Who and why was this Idea

approved This will especially true when the degree of air

pollution will be increased due to the slow noving vehicles

The solution for improved traffic flow fron the development
is to route it to Northside Drive instead of over the bridge
into the Midtown district

Since the 140 acre developnent continues to be in its

planning stage it s connunlty streets and avenues could be

routed to direct all traffic to Northside Drive via nultiple
exits

Northside Drive could be widened in north south directions

to accommodate the traffic flow Unlike the developed Midtown

district the west side of Northside Drive currently is primarily
the location of numerous ground level and a few two floor level

businesses To accommodate the owners your Green Light Committee

might be requested to oversee the relocation of the businesses

When developed into as a major traffic avenue Northside Drive

could provide an ideal route from the Atlantic Steel developnent
direct into the Central City area The revised route could

be designed around the World Congress Center and Georgia Done

To Governor Roy Barnes

Fron Louis Peneguy
Page two

This developnent of Northside Drive would totally revitalize

the west side of the avenue by_increasing property values

It would result in the location to become attractive to real

estate developers PLEASE DRIVE or request Green Light connittee

nenbers to travel this route and report to you why this

suggestion is a practical solution to the chaos which will result

if the bridge is constructed

During the expansion and improvement of Northside Drive

a two direction MARTA subway system could be established under

the avenue The origination of the subway systen underground
to a major station with in the Atlantic Steel Developnent would

encourage riders to ride it rather than rely on surface vehicles
It would be logical for this subway southbound route to connect

with the east west MARTA line near the Georgia Dome and into
the Five Points station

Cost of the developnent of Northside Drive and the subway
system beneath it would be financed by the millions of dollars
of funds currently proposed from the federal and state

governments

Your office night conduct surveys of problems currently
resulting from traffic In the Midtown district where the bridge
is proposed to be constructed with individuals who live and

work in the district and with the property owners of the

buildings in that area to inquire of their opinion of

suggestions in this letter

This is a prediction that in less than five years the decision to NOT

build the bridge rather channel traffic fron the developnent on to the

Northside Drive route will bring high praise fron thousands of people
vrho are familiar with the district 1



LOUIS PENEGUY

0O7 COUATOMY ORIVK NORTHEAST

ATUAWTA OCOROIA 30300 3424

September IS 2000

peceiwl J1^1

Mr John llankinson

Regional Four Adninistrator

United States Environnenta1 Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta Georgia 30330

Dear Mr Hankinson

Regret I was unable to attend the Septenber 12

neetlng regarding the proposed Seventeenth Street bridge
construction where I had hoped to present an alternate route

or traffic scheduled to novo fron and to the Atlantic Steell

Station project on conpletlon of the developnent

The enclosed copy of a letter addressed to Governor Roy

Barnes outlines a proposal that rather than construct the bridge
traffic created by the developnent could travel westward and

flow on Northside Drive

A Tionth of investigative testing of the air pollution
currently distributed fron the heavy traffic that noves in the

area where the bridge is scheduled to exit vehicles into the

Mldtown district would undoubtedly provide your office with

proof of a high percentage of pollution Projected increase

of traffic in this area due to the flow fron and to the

developnent would probably double the pollution problen

Routing the traffic to fron the Central City district via

Northside Drive would transfer the vehicle pollution to an area

where far less traffic noves

Your connents regarding this suggestion would be welcone

P

September 2000

To

us

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear U

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my
grave concerns wilh the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safely of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know H today The

environmental assessment foils to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th
Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly
^

J

cLe
¦

Park

HVi 6A



Miiui Bondurant Hardie

126 Peachtree Circle N E

Atlanta GA 30309

404 815 6672

HardieClan@aol com

September 18 2000

Mr Den West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta OA 30303

Dear Mr West

My Name is Mimi llardie My husband Eben and 1 moved to Ansley Park a little

over a year ago from Sandy Springs with our two young daughters Sarah and Kacy I

have lived in Atlanta all of my life My mother grew up at 31 Laffayette Drive my father

on Montgomery Ferry My grandmother lived in Ansley Park at 195 17th Street for over

40 years My husband s mother grew up on Maddox Drive Clearly our families are

firmly rooted in the history of Ansley Paik

Ansley Park has changed little in the 4 I years that I have known it 1 fear

however that Ansley Park is on the brink of a major change that will totally affect the

quality of life that we currently enjoy and moved here for Do not get me wrong I look

forward to having additional quality residential shopping and dining space nearby I do

however believe that the 17th Street Bridge and Extension would bring a flood of cars

and pollution to our historic neighborhood that would detract from the Ansley Park that

we have known and loved

I think alternative plans must be explored so as to protect Ansley Park from the

increased cut through traffic that the 17th Street Bridge and Extension would bring What

about Deering Road Is there a possibility that the Deering Road Bridge could be

enlarged in a suitable manner Can we stop the extension at Spring Street How about

making Ansley Park a gated community or a community such as Peachtree Park one

where you can get in but you can t get out

1 do not believe that the bridge as it is currently proposed would not affect Ansley
Park It is not possible that an additional 70 000 cars per day would not create more

pollution and danger to the children playing in our yards I woiTy for the safely of our

children and all of our residents

Please allow our historic neighborhood to remain in the friendly and neighborly

slate that is has been for the last 90 years Redesign the bridge so as to divert traffic away

from Ansley Park

Mimi Bondurant H rdie

kc iwj

September 20 2000

TO Mr Den West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

RE Environmental Assessment 17
1

Street Extension and Atlaniic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

We are residents of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta

We write to you to express our grave concerns with the above project
The 17 street bridge and extension threatens to cause a massive

increase in cut through traffic in our neighborhood endangering the

safety of its residents especially our children polluting our air and

destroying the fabric of our neighborhood as we know it today The

environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will

even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th street

bridge must be redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In

addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park and provide
mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed we do no

support the 17th street bridge and extension project We appreciate
your attention on this matter

Yours Truly

V A 30 0
j



fc Wif \ji ijoo\
John Mulchtt

711 Delmar Ave SE

Atlanta GA 30312

404 786 244S

19 Sep 2000

Kr Ben Heat

Office of Environmental Assessment

US Environmental Protection Agency1
1 Forsyth St SW

Atlanta GA 30303 6960

SUBJECT COMMENT OH THE 17™ STREET ATLAHTIC STEEL REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Dear Hr West

1 corrvnent as a former Home Park resident current homeowner on a MARTA

route and potential landowner somewhere near AHTkAK s Crescent line

The Atlantic Still site is iaaediately adjacent to AMTRAK Atlanta s

AMTRAK station is immediately north of the site and the AMTRAK rail

line forms the site s long sloping northern border

In the entire IA there are uro references to AMTRAX The only AMTRAK

reference in the entire ProjectXL website was a citizen comment The

organizations engaged in planning this site do not include AMTRAK

None of the MARTA or transit options consider any link to AMTRAK

An iDtir BOdil link to AMTRAK could blip Improve air quality When

people can travel to AMTRAK via MARTA rail there ie a reduction in

vehicle miles traveled He can currently travel to AMTRAK by bus but

the extra steps involved present a significant disincentive

AMTRAX and KA TA facilities could be isproved in the process A new

AMTRAK MARTA facility could be built just SW of the current AMTRAK

station as an Integral part of the Atlantic Steel site plan providing
a logical endpoint or connection point to the proposed MARTA rail spur

funding for a KARTA AMTRAX link night be available through TlA 31 The

very purpose of this statute is to encourage inter modal transport

GADOT b MARTA seen to favor waiting for a different MAATA AMTRAK link

An inter modal center has been proposed for downtown but is still many

years away and may still exclude AMTRAK He need better inter modal

facilities now we now have a clear simple and timely opportunity

HYPA requires an AMTRAX analysis for this 1A RIS With no analysis of

any AMTRAK MARTA inter modal options the EA has a serious flaw To

reject any inter modal option NEPA first requires a clear explanation

John Huichet

1
Cc Mi Stewart Sunoioon Corporate Secretary Amtrak HQ 60 Mas Ave NE Waih DC 20002 and

Ms Jennifer Duite Pretideot Home Paik Community Improvement Ann Inc hpci»@mindspnog com

http www epa gov oo ujeag projectxt atlantic 063099 htm
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To fl r BfiN I J€«s4 ¦ n

lUfc Sj A fcS £hvi onmfnlal rvoiecT 0^ Wjervy
Rlflrvta F 3xl l Cenl V

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project Fuhon County Georgia

Dear fl\£ BeW W sT

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

grave concerns with the above project The I7lh Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I luww it today Tbe

environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do Dot support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

AI a^Ju^ SA ^° D9 373o
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Morgan Keegan

Robert A Jetmundsen

Managing O CCIW

September 20 2000

Mogan Keegan CciTan M c

One SuCKheao Puja Su te ioO~

3060 PeacNfee Road N w

Anania Geo4g a J0305
0 J0 67 4 WAIS 800 597 7C9

Memb s New vryv Stock

Emnange inc

Mr Ben West

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Fonyth Street SW

Atlanta GA 30303

Dear Mr West

The access road that was built years ago to bring southbound 1 85 traffic into town dumps
into Ansley Park I suppose a bunch of studies were done to show how this wouldn t

happen if not shame on the neighborhood for being so complacent

I ask you to go get a cup of coffee one weekday morning sit down at the corner of Peachtrce

Circle and the BP station and see for yourself I II happily join you if I can and pour your

coffee as traffic pours into the neighborhood 1 am very concerned about what already is

happening and can not imagine you would think otherwise if you just saw for yourself how

beautiful Peachtrtt Circle becomes a raceway for road raged 1 85 travelers that feel the

need for speed on their home stretch to their offices in Colony Square All the Kings studies

and all the Kings men can t dispute the traffic already getting in

Ever wonder why a lot of real estate developers move out of town usually Florida after

getting rich Maybe they can t stand the pollution and traffic Prime pieces of real estate in

our city should get the greatest projects Great projects are the ones that work for everyone

Putting a major bridge across the highway sure raises the value of that old steel mill

property Palm Beach get ready Rich Atlantans on their way

Yesterday I visited the offices of Fuqua Ventures From the top floor of that building in

midtown you can really appreciate Ansley Park and Atlanta in general The green peaceful
areas in the middle of bustling Atlanta might be worth guarding Call Mr Fuqua and ask

him if you can come lake a look Be sure he points out the Botanical Gardens for you

25 Inm n Circle

Atlanta Ga 30309

Office 404 240 6754
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JAMES RAY PAYNE

49 A in l ntt N F Ailimt Gtorjpj W 00 7701

rrtqtt 4 «01 V1014 FAX 04 811 039

September 19 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta OA 30303

Re Environmental Assessment of 17 Street Extension and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I have been a resident of Atlanta Park for over 25 years and \ have seen many

development issues come and go which were politically motivated However 1 must

express my greatest concern over this latest plan to dump this tremendous amount of

traffic into our neighborhood to relieve a commercial project yet to be built by means of

the 17 Street bridge and extension Logic would dictate that this traffic should go right
onto the expressway from whence it came

1 think it is obvious that no one has taken the time to assess present traffic on Peachtree

Street in Midtown which is a moving parking lot More traffic means that cars will seek

to exh Peachtree in order to try other thoroughfares Naturally that means going through

Ansley Park a residential neighborhood with children The impact of this would be

devastating and dangerous

1 respectfully implore your department and the other associated divisions of government to

think carefully about the impact on an historic neighborhood Please serve the people first

before serving the interest of a commercial entity that creates this whole issue

cc Mr John Hankinson

cc Mr Jim Kutzman

2860 21 ju

Septtmbftf 2000

To

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Project Fuhoa Couxty Georgia

Dm yw\ knf

I am a resides of ibe Ansley Pari neighborhood m Atlanta 1 write to you to expreii my

grave concern whh the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive \iu nin In cut through traffic tn my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know it today The

qv4yHfw»x»THJit «i»^to rroogniz that AzuWy Park will rvro be affected by lht« prnjec±

Before this project proceeds cuntrt plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you oust identify the Imparl i on Ansley Park

¦nri provkle mitigation to remedy those impacts Aj presently propoied I do not support the 17th

Street bodge tod extension project

Y W

^^ ^
JDO

4Hc~ f 3A Zojo J
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SUSAN D SPRIGGS

Scptembei 10 2000

Mr Ben Wed

John Ha drinaon

Jtm Koomn

U S Environmental Pro«ctk»D Agency
Allaria Federal Caster

61 Fortylh Street SW

Atlanta OA 10301

Rt EnviiotuDcoui Asaeatroeot HthStrtet Enenskm

Dear Sin

In January of iMi year 1 hrrtmn • new resident 10 Atlanii and to Ansley Put 1 have studied sod lived m

differed tsfcan areas aU of my life bet never before lived South of Washington DC la deciding to move

here tear things worried us about Atlanta the level of pollution he traffic the tmog and Mends

warnings thai you can t get anywhere m Atlanta without a car Aootber concern wai that white flight
had left Atlanta without a people s downtown a place to walk and shop m an urtan downtown setting
When we found Andey Paiit we foood a place where we could live to the center ef the city a place where

fctmHIr ^d ftidr f rt« could tfirrv jmrf « tlk fH Wir« vi ^pv

An ley Part thai It had Rniulcd to take back the neighborhood and tcuore the Itouses and because of ilitir

suoceaa people were finally moving back wo the city

After mending seven] nwllngi rtgvding the 17 Street Bridge It has become clear that If the project
|oct ahead as propped Ansky Park will change significantly with traffic and added pothitkm How do

yon reacot a neighborhood from decline and flight jusi to lose it to poorly designed urban ipnrwl

As an environmentalist I epplaul the reflnmka of the Atlantic Steel site Frankly I And the prospect of a

pall three timet the dze of Mall of Oeorgia appalling I have devoted much of nry carter to urban renewal

and bringing jobs back to the aty I recognize bow essential this is if t are ever to bring fUli employment
to oor dtfca Citiea trtwd the world are becoming more Livable and people are moving bade into the dilej

for this reason A modified approach to the Atlantic Steel project can only enhance Atlaoa What we need

to do Is to compromise to thai we find a way to meet all of our goals

34 liiiiMii Chili AtluiitM Ca Ju3bv

Phone 404 S74 776J Fax 404 876 0762 email SoapboxLU@aol com
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September 20OO

To fWc Bew 0Ji55T

USLFPfi
fi TLATVTA

s
~ STMJVtLA^rp^ ^

Re

^ I j c » —

fc faAjfai feA

Environmental Assessment 17th Stmt Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Project Fuhon County Oeorgia

Dear UjlZS~T

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to came a

mJLuive increase in cut through traffic m my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric ofmy neighborhood as I know it today The

enviioamental assessment Wis to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Stmt bridge must be redesigned

to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must Identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project
~

Yours Truly

A yvy

S^£~
~ 5^ Srt xgrt 3~fe S

| » ctarke g mlnd prln
g com

09 21 2000 11 16 AM

To Ben Wesl n4 USEPAAJS@EPA hankmion Ohn J m
Kuli man R4AJSE PAAJS g»E PA

Subject Enviionmental Assessment 1 7 h S E»l n»«n nd Atlantic Slo«
Development Pioiect Fulton County Gooiflia

rgp

Deai Mi West Hankinson and KuUman

Please Overt 17th Si Bridge Traffic from Ansley Park

As a resident of Ansley Park I am quale concerned that this neighborhood will become the major arteryfrom t th Street to Piedmont Ave thus causing a significant increase in both volume and speed of trafficin this community Let s be honest commuters are not going to dme at the posted 25 MPH speed limnand there will be a great deal more cars threatening the salety ol our children animals and pedestnans
The present Environmental Assessment does not include any recognition ol the impact this project willhave on Ansley Park Why was Ihe most obvious cross town artery not even addressed

Please Initiate two actions before finalizing your decision on his proiect

1 Redesign the present plan to divert traffic away from Ansley Park

2 Identity the Impacts on Ansley Park and provide mitigation to remedy Ihose impacts

f want the 17th St Pioiect to be a win win for boih he newcomers and for those ol us who already livehere Please do not Ignore the needs of Ansley Park tor the poliical benefit of ihe Atlantic
Redevelopment Protect

Sincerely

John G Clarke 149 Barksdale Ave NE 404 873 0454

M l[v 0o

cmaxwelKglempleton
com

09 21 2000 06 41 PM

To Ben West n4AJSEPAflJS@EPA

cc

Subject Ansley Parti Resident Concerned

Dear Sir

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write

to you to express my grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street

bridge and extension threatens to cause a massive Increase in cut through
Iraflc in my neighborhood endangenng the safety ol its residents

polluting ouj air and destroying the tabnc ol my neighborhood as I know it

today The environmental assessment fails to recognue that Ansley Part
will even be atlected by this project

Qolore this project proceeds current plans for the 17|h street

bridge must be redesigned lo divert iralfic away from Ansley Park In

addition you musi Identify the impacts on Ansley Park and provide
mrfigafion to remedy hose impacts As presently proposed J do nor support
Ihe 17th Street Budge and extension project

Yours Truly

O Craig Julie Maxwell

245 Peachtree Circle NE

Atfanfa GA

30309 3206
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09 21 2000 CM U PM

To Ben We«VR4AJS£PA US John HaoKfnso^R4AJSEPA US

kuljman mim 3 epamail epa gov exec dtr 5 gria org

lorn cotemant doLslate ga ui pa palladi@dot state ga us

|wry lranklin g fia doi gov lairy dieihaup@lhwa dot gov

kaihe4 @ msnd pnr g com rpills@ci atlanta ga us

waf«ona@gtfaw com

Subject \ 7th Street Bndge and ihe itght to Public Salery

I am witling as a plea lor your positive consideralion lor the safety and

quality ol lite ol the people who live in Ansley Parti I am wnling to

vehememly object io the traffic patterns thai will result Irom the 17th

Street Bndge as H is currently conceived

I have been a resident ol Ansley Park since 1981 i live al 45 Montgomery

Ferry Drive which is right al the intersection of whete Beverly coming

l om WSB T s into Montgomery Ferry It you drive through our

neighborhood you probably go past my house Beverly and Montgomery Ferry

are neighborhood streets People bike push strollers run and walk on

these streets

Unfortunately because ol poor street flow around the north end ol Ansley

Park where West Peachtree and Peachlree come together to our west and

K Piedmont as the main thoroughfare lo our east THOUSANDS ol cars come by

O my house dally TODAYM And they often travel without legard for the safety

ol pedestnans or or those responsible drivers travelling at Ihe speed

limit Being passed by cars that the police have clocked al 50 mph and

much higher in a 25 zone ts not uncommon

As designed east side access and egress to the I7ih Sireel Bridge will

onty make tt much worse You don t need a study lor that • |usi plain old

common sense Someone has not been paying attention

Atlanta Is known as the city too busy to hate I am afraid thai it Is

becoming ihe CITY TOO BUSY TO CARE

I have rarely heard public safety stated as a desired value ol our trallic

designs •• certainty never as a primary concern Always the mantra Is

Improving the flow of traffic but without even tip service to the salety

of those impacted by ft Safety Is a right and we demand it f am a

absolute believer in the value ol an strong urban environment to ihe labric

of our society Salety and quality of lite are integral to that concept

And thus I have donated to our legal fund to protect our rights and will

continue lo do so unfit you reach your senses I fully and unequivocally

support the effort by Ihe Board ol Ihe Ansley Park Civic Association to see

that it happens I urge you to work with them

Sincerely

k fy
Dr

30J01

Al

6A

Wj cjf^oo

PaneraongeoQsol co To Ben WesVR4AJSEPMJS
m

09 21 2000 08 57 AM

Subject Atlantic Sta l tni Ihg 17lh s»8 | B idge ana « t n„on

I am writing to express my opposition to the above named project My wile
and f have carefully considered Ihe information available to us and find the
current status ol not having a complete environmental assessment which
includes the greater Ansley Park neighborhood a serious dereliction ol dulyAt the current rale of development and subsequent changes to our currently
challenged air quality and water runotl will certainly be nolced in a

complete commissioned study To us this is not a traffic issue but a qualityof lile sacrifice for an imagined common good Your support to wait on a
complete sludy is more worthy
Regards
George Candace Patterson
175 151 1 Street 409
Atl GA 30309
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September 2000

To

Re Environmenta] Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Project Fuhon County Georgia

Pe«i Hi
I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cul through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of ray neighborhood as I knoW h today The

environmental assessment fa l to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts On Ansley rant

and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

afely Treating Our Pollution

354 9th St N E • Atlanta Geoboia 30309 • 873 6417

kceilvl llttfoo

September 22 2000

Mr Ben West

office of Environmental Assess neat

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

51 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303 6960

Subject Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension

GDOT Project HH 7141 00 900 P I Number 714190|
and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project
Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

The subject Environmental Assessment falls to deal adequately
with water Issues

Our elected officials have created a special tax allocation
distract • chat can support this project with 400 million to

600 million in revenue bonds to deal with environmental problems
both on the site and In the surrounding areas The EPA should
seize this opportunity to produce superior environmental results

Instead these funds will apparently be used in part to build

parking decks for the developer

we urge you to take all necessary steps to Insure that any build

alternative Incorporates the following basic concepts

1 Stormwater runoff laden with lead and other contaminants
from the National Smelting and Refining site should not be

permitted to flow via any piping system into Tanyard Creek

Currently runoff from this site Is piped under the

Atlantic Steel site to existing settling ponde The

Environmental Assessment shows that this runoff will be

directed Into a new storm sewer bypass system This

approach will eliminate the storage and settling
historically provided by the Atlantic Steel site It

provides no pretreatment for this Industrial stormwater

runoff Stormwater contaminated with lead and other

pollutants will flow through Tanyard Creek and Peaphtree
Creek to the Chattahoochee River

2 Tbe stormwater contamination and flooding in the 503 acre

Shoal CreeJc catchment area should be mitigated within this

catchment area

Holding ponds and wetlands on the Atlantic Steel site

have historically helped mitigate these problems
Additional or alternative holding ponds or tanks and

treatment facilities both upstream and on site would

produce superior environmental results Funding is

available EPA policy encourages looking beyond the

boundaries of any specific study site to the larger



catchment area to define problems and solutions Yet the

Environmental Assessment EA totally Ignores this directive

J Sanitary s«ver« and pollaUd groandvater fboold be «ep«ratad

fro stomatar nooCf in the entire 503 acre catchaant area

This objective will apparently be met for the 136 acre

Atlantic Steel site but will not be net throughout the

entire 503 acre Shoal CreeJc catchment area The EA la

completely silent on the latter the larger picture
The absence of sewer separation throughout the catchment

area makes solutions to other water problems decidedly
more complex again EPA policy promotes looking beyond
the specific site boundaries to Identify problems and

develop solutions Again appropriate funding Is available

4 shoal CtmJc its wetlands lakai and riparian corridor should

be restored and protected

The EA includes no assessment of the value of a restored

Shoal Creek riparian corridor Nevertheless this riparian

corridor enhances local air quality as well as sustains

a valuable water resource and provides urban aesthetics

Even though the U S Army Corps of Engineers considers both

parts of this stream and pond system waters of the U S

see letter of January 7 2000 from Wlllian L Cox Chief

Wetlands Section to Colonel Joseph Schraltt U S Army Corps
of Engineers the developer s consultants have consistently

i sought to deny such a designation for Shoal Creek Their

JT repeated labelling of its 900 foot long dayllghted reach

as the western sedimentation basins EA Figure 3 1 Is

apparently paying off According to the EA nothing by way

of compensation is being offered for destroying Shoal Creek

and its riparian corxidor Moreover the total amount of

aitlgatlon for the 3 75 acres of wetlands upper middle and

eastern upper impoundments is just 100 000 evan though
the remaining 134 acres of bulldable land on the Atlantic

Steel site are valued at more than 500 000 per acre

At a time when tbe EPA has engaged the City of Atlanta In Federal

Consent Decrees which require the City to clean up our urban streams

it is disturbing to see the EPA endorsing the poor solutions presented
in the subject Environmental Assessment

Given the Atlantic Steel Project XL s extraordinary convergence of

highly qualified developers an above ground plan which is garnering
national attention and more than enough funding to turn out

superior environmental results Is it wise for EPA to endorse

belov ground solutions that yield such poor water quality

cc John h Hanklnson Jr Regional Administrator

In Situ Hater Chemistry and Fish Collection Data
for Atlanta^a Urixin stream

Stream No o£ Tenp pH DO
ConductivitySite Fish Species deq C

mg 1ID Ho Individuals
see { Non Native

footnote Individuals

Intrenchment
CroeX fl a

Intrenchaent
Creek 12 a

Nancy Creek
1 c

Nancy Creek

2 c

Proctor Creek
1 b

Proctor Creek

11 b

Proctor Creek
3 d

Peachtree

Creek fl c

Peachtree
Creek 2 c

Peachtree
Creek 3 c

1 73 loot 15 3 6 32 9 9 164

0 0 N A 15 7 6 46 8 5 161

3 11 55 8 65 6 64 10 8 91

4 57 86 8 9 6 67 10 9 104

2 44 01 9 9 7 08 11 1 187

0 0 N A 9 7 7 10 9 8 304

7 29 62 11 4 6 99 ¦ 9 9 339

4 20
j

85 8 5 6 02 9 9 128

4 4 3 74 8 8 6 65 10 0 129

4 16 75 9 3 6 88 10 3 ISO

Sandy Creek d 2 14 79 12 5 6 76 9 3 174

South River
1 a

0 0 H A 16 7 6 73 10 7 234

South River
2 a

10 34 35 14 9 6 99 8 9 220

South River
3 a

0 0 N A 15 2 6 2 8 73 250

South River

Mb
2 2 ~0 10 8 6 63 8 4 205

Utoy Creek

Kb

Utoy Creek
2 b

0 0 N A 11 4 7 23 9 4 413

7 14 57 9 6 6 42 10 0 112

7 27 30 9 9 6 67 9 6 116

5 9 0t 10 4 6 70 9 9 lie

Footnote Sanples at locations denoted a b c I d
were taken Harch 16 17 18 and 19 respectivelyData corapiled Iron Kantech Envlronaenta1
Technologies Inc The Results of Plah Col lections
Conducted on Wadeahle Urban Straaafl In the
Metropolitan Atlanta Area Harch 22 1998
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Woodruff Arts Center

faceivtk
MlLister Theatrr Compuir Atlanta CoUefr of Art

AUiau spnphanf Ortham •

High Muvum ot Art • 14 h St m Kffhouir

September 21 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

6 Foisyth Sucel SW
Atlanta GA J0303

Deai Mr West

I am uniting to lei you thai the WoodruffAm Center is supportive of he Atlantic Steel redevelopment project and
the 17 Sneet Oridge despite ihe fact that it «ill negatively impact property we own between Spring Siteet and West
Peactmee at P Sneet We believe that Atlantic Station if built at planned will be an important and necessaryaddition to the revival of Central Atlanta at well as the larger met opoluan region Its urban mi« and use concept is
an imponam pan of Midtov^n Blueprint and critical to future quality of life in out arts district

1 he Center ha tracked the ptogiesi of the Atlantic Steel development since » was fust announced The Center
Hoard and its Executives have heard presentations on the project and questioned Midiown Alliance officials on
resulting unpad issues Id addition my staff and 1 have had numerous meetings with the leadership of Atlantic
Station LLC

We know and appreciate the concerns of our oeighbois in Ansley Paik wheie several of our key Executives and
^ Hoard members live mystU included but are convinced thai there are practical solutions to theu concerns
KJ
4^ In short »c support Uus development and hope you Mill call on us if needed

S truMwnfy
MtwShelton g Sianftl

President CFO

SgS Ikl

1 200 Peachtree Street NE Atlanta Georgia 30309 ¦

www woodmffcenirr org
• 404 733 4200
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fc W L ijufoo
john d fortin

From John d fortin Johrfortin4Jmindspnng com
To constitution 8}aJccom
Cc WesLben®epe gov HankJnson ohn©epe gov Kutzman Jlm@epa gov

Exec dir@grta org Tom coteman@dotstate ga us Joe Palledl@dot state 9a us

Jeny trankJlmgfla dot gov Larry dre^haup^fhwa dot gov kashe4C@mlndspring com

Rpitts@d atlanta 9a us Watsooa®gtiaw com APCAZonlng@aol com

Sent Wednesday September 20 2000 9 SO PM

Subject Atlanta The City Too Busy To Plan Atlantic Sleel

While vw re stuck in gridlock traffic think about Atlanta s post transportation and environmental mistakes

What can learn from them to preserve and improve quality of life for future generations And how can we

Influence the Atlantic Steel project s desjgn to accomplish this Consider a top ten list of past sins that have

plagued Atlanta

N

10 An overall metro transportation strategy based on paving Native American trails

9 Street design that promotes Spaghetti Junction few sidewalks and cutting through neighborhoods to

travel east west

8 Street maintenance with enough holes to be mistaken for Bosnia

7 A limited rail system that ignores obvious destinations such as the Braves Ha fcs Falcons and new

Atlantic Steel crty v thin a city

^ 0 Alleged kickbacks under FBI scrutiny

5 Fewer acres devoted to parks than other great cities

4 Repeated violations of environmental law wtih over St million fines per day

3 New water treatment plants that have unproven design and poor results

2 Worst air pollution of any city In the country

1 Longer commute time than New York Los Angeles and Chicago

What have we leemed from these mistakes Apparentry not much An alarming example Is the Atlantic
Steel developers proposed 17th Street Bridge The developers plan as rubber stamped by the
Environmental Protection Agency condones

• £80 million of taxpayer money to fund a private project
• dumping traffic into Mkftown wtth no access back to the interstate

• 100 000 extra car trips per day
• no use of rail Initially if ever

• massive cut through traffic In MWttw neighborhoods

Hew can a development over three times the sae of the Mall of Georgia have as the EPA claims no impact
on MkJtwm neighborhoods congestion safety and pollution If we dont take time to plan now wt^p will vs

have another chance to get It right

John Fortin

Atlanta

9 20 2000
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September 21 2000

Mr Ben West

U 3 Environmental Protection Agency
AtltfiU Federal Center

61 Forryth Street SW

Atlama Georgia 30303

Dear Mr West

I im i resident of Antley Part and deeply concerned about the impact on the

neighborhood of the proposed 17 Street Bridge and Atlanta Steel Kedevelopment
N Project Al ptesently tavitioned this project will do irreversible damage to t valued
L community and iggrivttc traffic congestion pollution tod issues of safety Many major
tO cities have regretted their nrti to development «t the expenie of in town neighborhoods

and tried to provide resuscitation too late

I am not opposed to progress or development I would urge you to re examine the
present plans in order to divert traffic away front Antley Paifc and provide measures to

ameliorate the adverse impacts of this current project rteanion As it itandi presently
1 cannot support the 17 Street Bridge and extension project

Your truly

feu u

StrphenM Rrirblry

p \ ch CC5S0 £ Z2 60

dtuwi ifa oo

20 September 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta Georgia 30303 8960

Re Georgia Department of Transportation
Proposal for Atlantic Steel

Dear Mr West

This is in response to the Georgia DOT toadwotk proposal as presented
12 September 2000 Thank you or providing the opportunity to comment

Appropriately the E P A s involvement with the Atlantic Steel development
has been to question the impact of this development on our environment The EPA

has maintained that the reason for its involvement is to decrease our reliance upon

single occupancy vehicles and ultimately to mitigate the senous level of air pollution

existing in Atlanta

The Georgia D O T s involvement with the development has been to define

the project as primarily a roadway problem After studying the current DOT plan and

listening to a variety of critical perspectives H Is evident that the plan would not

support the goal of reducing automobile travel The additional expressway ramping
and bridge widening would only reinforce the tendency for people to drive and

commute long distances via interstate Interstate highway access to the Atlantic Steel

development site essentially contradicts the intent of the E P A s objective of

decreasing automobile trips

Prevailing commentary voiced during the 12 September hearing focused on

the justification of the 17th Street bridge Yet the issue is not so much the matter of

the bridge itself but the roadway complex associated with the bridge The use of the

17th Street bridge should be limited to linking intown areas facilitating Intown trips
and distributing intown traffic patterns

Emphasis should be placed on the ability of the Atlantic Steel development to

be self contained and self supporting On site amenities should be sufficiently varied

and located to permit many trips on foot bicycle trolley ot other means—without

resorting to using an automobile Inhabitants of the development as well as visitors

from outside the city should have available in place at the outset a well designed
efficient reliable timely and convenient public transportation system



Mr Ben West

20 September 2000

Page 2

The problem of providing mobility and access presents a unique opportunity
for Atlantic Steel developers and the Georgia D O T This development can

demonstrate how we can overcome the lure of the automobile We should

deliberately and expeditiously pursue transportation options other than that which

propagates more pavement Even more energy time money and planning should be

committed to developing alternative transportation modes

The Atlantic Steel development has excited people about the potential
promise and expectation for changing our car based living habits Still this

development by design can do much more to encourage us to alter those habits

Throughout the planning design construction and use of this development the E P A

should be no less vigilant in protecting the public s Interest in improving the quality of

our natural environment It should ensuie Umt the Atlantic Steel developers

implement traffic control measures and it should require that the Georgia D O T

seriously pursue the development of alternative transportation systems In doing so

the Atlantic Steel development can truly become a worthy urban model

Let us not think that we can defer protecting our environmental health by
crossihg the bridgo of commitment only whon wo como to it Tho bridge is here

Let s cross it

Sincerely yours

John Evins

Residence

1211 Bames Street NW

Atlanta Georgia 30318

Correspondence
PO Box 1493

Atlanta Georgia 30301

I

to

c The Honorable Roy E Bames Governor of Georgia
The Honorable Bill Campbell Mayor of Atlanta

Mr Joe Palladi Georgia Department of Transportation

fyctul } l

September^ 2000

To i\ ^
v

¦ W

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Sleel Redevelopment
Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear iV J I

i

1 am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know it today The

environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Pork In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

foMd 2

ltq lk cl\itaL Cj^L^r Vfi

At £ ejA



Susan Hall Tiller

71 Maddox Drive Unit 9

Atlanta GA 30309

404 607 7372

September 22 2000

Mr Den West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

RE Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

^
Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West
w

00

As a resident of Ansley Park neighborhood I am writing to you to express my grave

concerns with the above mentioned project The 17th Street bridge and extension

threatens to cause a massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood

endangering the safety of the residents polluting our air and destroying the fabric of the

area as we know it today The environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley
Park will even be affected by the project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17 Street bridge must be redesigned to

divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on

Ansley Park and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts ftS PRESENTLY

PROPOSED I DO NOT SUPPORT THE 17™ STREET BRIDGE AND

EXTENSION PROJECT

Thank you for your consideration to my letter

Sincerely

0UA

Susan Mali Tiller

f^UlVtd l 77 o0

Jim Kutzmen To Ben Wesi R4AJSEPA TJS @ EPA

09 22 2000 03 39 PM

cc

Subject Re Environmental Assessment 17th Stieel E iens on and Ailanoc

Steel Redevelopment Project

• Forwarded by Jim Kutzman R4AJSEPA US on 09 22 00 03 39 PM —

kmsMey@mlnd«prln To Jim Kut2man R4 USEPAAJS

g com

09 22 00 11 32 AM
cc

Please respond to knox
Subject Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Ailanltc

Steel Redevelopment Project

September 22 2000

To Jim Kulzman

Re Environmental Assessment 17ih Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project

Fulton County GA

Dear Mr West

We are residents ot the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlania We are wnting to you to express our

extremely grave concerns wiih the above mentioned project The 17th Street bndge and its extension

threatens to cause a massive Increase in cut lhrough iraflic In our neighborhood which would endanger
the salety ot Hs residents pollute our air and destroy the very tabnc ot one ot Atlanta s best Intown

neighborhoods As a young couple this project causes great concern to us regarding tho future salety of

our children The environmental assessment falls to recognize thai Ansley Park will even be affected

Before this project can proceed current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned to divert

traflic AWAY from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park and provide

mitigation lo remedy those impacts As presently proposed we do not support tho 17th street bildge and

extension project

Sincerely

Knox and Jamie Massey

301 Beverly Road

GA lotoc\
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S pt«nfccr 20 2000

T01 Mr Den Wcot

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Oentar

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta OA 3030

Dear Mr Vfeabi

I would liko to axproae my gnvt ccinj Liu ilx ut tlctt envlornnnncai

asseasment or tha 17th Street extension and the Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
rroject of Pulton County Oeotyl I an t resident or Ansley ParK

and the bridge and sxtenslon vlll cause a missive Increase In cut through
traffic It vlll deatiuy tin fabric of my nalghcornooo at I tcnov It

today aa veil cause air pollution and endanger the safety of our residents

In your study yuu lu«e rilled to recognize that AnnLey far vlll be affected

by this project

Aa presently proposed I do not support the 17th Street bridge and

Mloiului pruject Before this project proceeds current plans for the

17th Street bridge nust be redesigned to divert traffic avay from

Aiiuivy ParK and yon nuat Identity the impacts on ray neighborhood
and provide mitigation to raredy those Impacts

Sincerely

0C L
rjane Price Harnon

lVb Seventeenth Street

Alliance fCTttown Neighbors

iMStvnmwraSnir^NE • A7u u GK a\ wot • wreiun

uJ Vzl

September 20 2000

Mr Ben Wtft

United States ErifLronnwir I protection Agency

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth street s w

Atlanta OA 30303

Dear Mr Weeti

At the September L9th rreetlng of the Alliance for Intown Neighbors
all of tho civic associations in th » alliance voted to support

Analey ParX s position on the environmental assessment of the

17th eatenaion and Atlantic Steel r i vn npment project In

Pulton County Georgia we realize that It ignores the iiqpact
of the msalve increase in cut through hrafficlln thle lntovn

beighbartood• He are concerned about the pollution such traffic

will produce and the mCoty iscuee It bring We are also

concerned that the EPA did not consider hov drastically Analey Park

will be affected by tho currant plana for th l 7th Street bridqe

He agree that the hrldg nuat be rode^lgnAd ho divert traffic avay

from Ansley Park in additon you roust identify the Irapacta on Ansley

ParK ditd provide wdtlgotion to r«n»edy tho mpaeta Ws are deeply

concerned that a precedent has been set in your study because you have

given a huju ycoject your environmental bloating wH Khout considering

tte neighborhoods that you will linpact This la s city and all parts

are important tu sake It work

SlnceroLy

£ nc price Hirnon

Coordinator

ANSltfYpAU AJLDUDlE trre Hrvppm MlDTDVN MOMMSE UNOXPaU

NORTHBlXJMBkD PnttCVlHElGm RIDGED UiPARJE SHERWOCDFOWST YWOKlAHIGHLAND
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Ben We»i

United States P nvironmenUil Protection Agenc\
Atlanta hedernl Center

ft I horsyth Street SW

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Via l ax

IU Environmental Assessment ¦ P
h

Street Extension Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment project

Dcht Mr West

My husband nnd I purchased our lirsl house in Ansley Hark in 1983 and mused to

a different Ansley Park house in l J J3 Boih of my children now ages 14 und 11 have

lived in Ansley I nrk their whole lil e und arc deeply rooted in the community aspect of the

neighborhood They ride their hike to Ansley golf club walk our dog lo the park and

make great use of the family friendly aspects of the neighborhood Notwithstanding a

daily |and ollen Iryiny |commute to Marist School on Ashford Dunwoudy Road we

Iihvc made a conscious decision to sta\ in Ansley Putk because we love our neighbors
und our neighborhood

Over the years 1 have been an nclive member ol this community chairing various

committee for the Ansley Civic Association During my tenure nn the civic ossociulion

hoard I was a proponent of incorporating the greater community into Ansley Park and

supported evenls such ns the Art Festival and bicycle races in the belief that the positive
aspect that these special evenls brou hl lo our neighborhood outweighed any

temporary inconvenience

Our family has been lUmiliuriting ourselve with the aspects of the proposed
Atlantic Steel Development nnd the 17 Street bridge I am writing lo you loduy lo

express my serious concern over ihe impact that the bridge and extension will huve on

Ansley Park One of the biggest threats to our neighhoihood has been the chronic traffic

that originates from outside of the neighborhood In liicl il was the volume of traffic on

the Street in front of our Tint home Polo Drive tlmt caused us lo move lo Inman Circle

Daily on lnman you will sec H lll children und al linies ninny more playing outside Il

9lziloo
is nol uncommon lo observe a soccer came on the Sinilli c front yard a bike race a gnmc

of lag or any one ol u numher of gomes thai children cniuy in his safe environment It is

also nol uncommon to grccl dozens of individuals who walk in the neighborhood Iliii

vcene ii replayed on many ulhcr neighborhood streets which if what gived this collection

or houses the neighborhood feel so many families desire

I nicly Ihe mere increase of development on Peaehtree has already nogativtly

iilTecied Ihe volume of traffic on our street Although ugl I have often welcomed the

ever present construction dumpsters that populate our street because they have the effect

of slowing tralllc I implore you to create a plan uhich will divers trulliv »\vay from our

children und ntir homes One need only look to I cnox Koad and roads of that ilk lo see

Ihe devostaling ctlect irallic can have tin a neighborhood and on the environment Please

rin not allow development to prevail in thi cuse

Sincerely

Icc Barnes

cc Catherine Knsj iR I A

Tom Coleman DOT

Rep KnthyAshe



JOEL TYLER LASETER 1
10O MONTGOMERY FEHRY 0R1VE

ATUAWTA GEORGIA 303O9

September 21 2000

Mr Ben Weft

United States Environmental Protection Agency
61 Funyth Street SW

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Re Comment on Environmental Assessment Atlantic Steel Project

pl o

Dear Mi West

After a lending ibe September I2 h bearing speaking with EPA ind Georgia DOT

representatives and reading Assessment text I have serious coocemi about the traffic impact of

the Atlantic Steel project and the proposed 17th Street bridg on ray neighborhood Amley Park

If llic EPA and DOT support the Atlantic Steel Project and the 17th Street extension and bridge
then they have the responsibility to mitigate the traffic impact on surrounding neighborhoods

Then ii pteseally a problem with large volumes of traffic cutting through our residential

streeti at speeds above the posted limiu The DOT charts 1 saw at the hearing show a large
increase of trips at Beverly Road and other Peichtree Street entrances to the neighborhood
Contrary to what the Environmental Assessment currently states these increases in traffic

volume would have a significant negative impact on my family s quality of life

Before proceeding with the 17th Street Bridge project the HPA and DOT should fund a

traffic impact study of the area bounded by 10th Stmt Piedmont Road Monroe Drive and the

Interstate Highways By looking at this larger study area the traffic consultants wilt be able to

better predict the true Impacts of the project The consultants should then propose meaningful

improvements to the design of streets and bridges to better accommodate east west traffic in this

part of the city

Traffic improvements should be undertaken outside the Ansley Park neighborhood to reduce

cut through traffic and should be undertaken inside the neighborhood to calm the traffic that

does cut through EPA tod DOT should fund these improvements and make the improvements a

condition of funding fot the L7th Street Bridge

I am depending on the Environmental Protection Agency to protect my environment by

revising its Environmental Assessment to acknowledge significant traffic impacts on Ansley
Park by funding a meaningful traffic study and by funding traffic improvements

Sincerely yours

Joel Tyler Laseter ~

September 21 2000

Mr Ben West

U S Environmental Protection Agency
61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta OA 30303 8960

RE Atlantic Steel Redevelopmeat and the Street Bridge and Extension

Deal Ben

We ire residents of Ansley Park We are writing to yon to express our strong
disagreement with the Environmental Assessment s finding that the above project will
have no Impact on Historic Ansley Park We support the Atlantic Sled project as it
will reclaim an Mherwtse dangerous brownfitli However the 17^ Street Bridge and
Extension poses a severe threat to a 96 year old stable residential comminity This is t

wonderful neighborhood full of children bikers and walkers What you have proposed
Is simply more roadway and paving that caters to the single occupancy vehicle What
about planning What about thinking of the future What about oaring about tha water

we drink and the air we brtatheT Thla project will have an undeniable and withovt a

doubt negative impact on Ansley Park

We fully support the Ansley Park Civic Association s position to a redesign the bridge
and extension to divert traffic away from Ansley Park b identify the impacts and

provide a plan to mitigate and most importantly c provide the dedicated and committed

fUnding to implement the plan

As currently designed we do not support the 17 Street Bridge and Extension proposal

AlUati OA 30309

Cc Ooveraor Barnes

Mr Jim Kuumin

Mr Tom Coleman

Mr Joe Palladi

Mr Marvta Woodward

Mr JoTTy Franklin

Mr Jeny Franklin

Ml Catherine Rod

Mi Lifty Dreihtup
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September 22 2000

VU FACSIMILE

Mr Ben West

Unflod Stares Enviroomoial Protection Ageoc
Atlanta Federal Cener

61 Foreyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Re 17 Sum Brieve and EAlcwiun lmpact on Ansley Pari

Dear Mr West
i
—»

I am a resident of Ansley PaA and have been there ftr icmc time I was ahoprcso at the public hearing an the
I2 tad beard thepirsttUtiau made by jou 0 well ai the rapduc

VAule b is my poiona belief that the EPA and other governmental agencies have already made up their minds
and the cnly way to change hat is through the court system being the ctenal optimist lam stiU writing ihis letter
to urge w to consider the massive impact the proposed plan will ha\t not only oo Ansley Park but all the ether

neighborhoods as well is the existing surface thoroughfares m that area

While I recognize the dcatrc ofthe HPA loMdean up the brown field I feel like the EPA has rtrayed far from itt

legitvnau role m this matter and the ufp«j that it tried to put cntheprrs isatianonthew bulcus new bridge was

dear cvidnce of thai Hie visual impart tha a bridge across the expressway might have on a visitor to our citv

should not be an influence od the EPA s position

N roetheless I wcxild appreciate it if our agency would reconsider the eovtrormatal assessment arvl ifthe bridge
it to be rmplemmted daign it to minimise rcthff than maximize traffic that will impact his pari of thecitv

Youn ery truly

Malcolm D Young Ir

MDY esi

OOW»74JMI I

William Chapmsnc ca

com

09 22 2000 07 22 PM

To Ben Wett rU USE PA US

cc John HanHinson R4 \JSEPAAJS Jim KuUmafVR4 USEPAAJS

Subject OPPOSING 17TH STREET BRIDGE

Dear Mr West

1 am writing to let you know that 1 do not support the 17th Street Bridge as

it is currently proposed This project has received last track approval
status without the appropriate amouni ol due diligence lo determine the true

Impact on the residents and businesses in Midtown

Traffic low on Peachtree Road in the vicinity of the proposed bndge is

already ai an ad lime high I travel this section on a daily basis leaving
and reluming home 14th Street is heavy 12 hours a day and almost

impossible lo travel during the morning lunch and tale afternoon hours

I am most concerned about the cut through iralllc la Ansley Park In its

current design the bridge will greatly Increase cut through tralltc not jusl
on 17th Slreet but 16lh 15th Peachtree Circle and the already heavily
traveled Beverly Polo and Montgomery Ferry Drive Thousands already use

these roads to travel to and from areas like Virginia Highlands to Peachtree

and Interstate 75 85

There has been an obvious Increase In speeding In Ansley Park as welt as an

Increase In traffic accidents on Peachtree and Piedmont Roads some ol these

resulting In death Police have acknowledged this by stepping up the

patrolling lor speeders In Ansley Park Also due lo the Increase In traffic

on Montgomery Ferry the Ansley Gott Club hired oil duty police to try and

ensure the salary ol golfers crossing the slreet or members using the

sidewalks I have witnessed several near miss situations where a goller
walker and cydlst have almost been hit by a car

The 17th Street Bridge as It has been proposed will endanger the residents

ol Ansley Park This Includes not just drivers but the many walkers

runners and bikers who enjoy using the neighborhood lor these activities

In addition to the traffic problems that the bridge poses I hope you will

consider the pollution problems that this will present I did not pay much

attention lo Ihls when I llrsl moved to Atlanta 15 years ago Today I take

this very seriously since I sutler from many more sinus infections I

believe directly related to Atlanta s already poor air quality

The Environmental Assessment Issued by the EPA has suggested that ihe bridge

and extension will have little impact on Ansley Park II that is the case

then why has Ihe EPA ask the Ansley Park Civic Association to sign an

agreement offering funding lor a traffic study Anyone wilh even a little

common sense can loresee the increases m cut through traffic and pollution

in Ansley Park

I encourage you to reconsider your support ol the bridge in it s current

design Given the negative impact it will have on Ansley Park I am asking



thai you irrvotva the Ansley Parti residents In it s re design and work with

Ansley residents to determine lundmo necessary to address luture trafle

issue as a result ot the bridge II approved In It s current design I

would consider you negligent In your duly to property represent me and the

residents ol this city

Sincerely

Ty Chapman
130 Montgomery Feny Orrve

Ailania Georgia 30309
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09 22 2000 0519 PM

Pl««i« fwporxJ to

marcia

To Ban Wesl R4AJSEPA US

Subject regarding ha Atlantic SimI Property Budge do r ol go lorvrafd with

the 17lh Street Gitdge

Dear Mr Wesl

As a life long Atlanta resident I strongly oppose the proposed t7th Street bridge to link Atlantic Steel

and Mtdlown Atlanta Mldlown has revitalized HseH In the past 15 years and is now a very viable area

Adding the additional traffic to the area will cause an unacceptable dram on the entire area and adversely
alfect the businesses already located there

I have been actively doing environmental work in Atlanta lor the past 23 years I beg EPA to be sensitive

to the needs ol the existing businesses and homes ot citizens ol Atlanta and not go forward with the

bridge

This is not a healthy way to tight sprawl let Atlantic Steet be built on a small scale and let the traffic low

to Northskje Orf e

Killing an important business district in the city and clogging up our cultural center with excessrve t atlc is

a short sighted action unworthy ol the concerned professionals who work at EPA

I am definitely opposed to the bridge as currently planned Dumping more traffic into Midtown will kill a

viable community that just got Itself logeiher alter 20 years ol decline

Marcia D Banstey
Execulrve Director • Trees Atlanta

96 Poplar Street NW

Atlanta GA 30303

|o 4D4y522 4097 11 404 522 6855

marcla@ilreesallanla org

www Ireesatlanta org

• art 1 htm
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September 21 2000

EPA

Mi Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsylh Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

RE Environmental Assessment 17 Street Extension and Atlantic

Steel Redevelopment Project Fullon County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta The I7
h

Street Bridge and

Extension threatens to cause much more cut through traffic in our

neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents and destroying
the fabric of our neighborhood Also the environmental assessment

fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be afTected by this

project

Before this project proceeds plans for the 17 Street Bridge must be

redrafted to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you are

obligated to identify the impacts on Ansley Park and provide

mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I cannot

support the 17® Street bridge and extension project

Cc FHWA

Ms Faye diMassimo

State of Georgia
Governor Roy Barnes

E « »

September ^ 2000

To Tfr

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project Fuhon County Georgia

Pear Tha J

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my
grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase In cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric ofmy neighborhood as I know H today The
environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Part In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park
and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed 1 do not support the 17th
Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

Jl 6

icy
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September 22 2000

via vs mtn class mail a d

E MAIL OVnLWifl«»« w

Mr Ben West

United Slates Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta Georgia 3030}

Rc 17 Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project
Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

1 live at 132 Westminster Drive in Ansley Park \ am extremely concerned

about the above project 1 believe that the 17 Street bridge and extension project
as presently proposed is a serious threat to the quality of life in Ansley Park The

current environmental assessment is legally defective because it does not recognize
that Ansley Park will be affected by the project

I am opposed to the 17 Street bridge and extension project as presently
proposed The project should be redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Park

The assessment should be supplemented to identify the various impacts on Ansley
Park such as increased cut through traffic on the safety of neighborhood residents

and increased air pollution for this residential neighborhood The environmental

assessment must provide mitigation to remedy these detrimental eilects
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I irst Presbyterian Preschool
1^CCtH^

1328 Peachlree Sircrt VI

Atlanta ieoiuia 3031 9
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r£scv\°
September 22 2000

Mi Ben West

U S Environmental Protection Agency

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street

Atlanta Georgia 30J03

Dear Mr West

Members of the First Presbyterian Preschool Board of Directors have had the opportunity to review the

Environmental Assessment EA for the proposed 17th Street Dridge and Extension We are deeply

disturbed that while the EA notes that First Presbyterian Church is » landmark structure there is no

mention of the preschool and no assessment of the impact of this large road project on the preschool and the

children who attend it every weekday Indeed the EA slates the conclusion thai there will be no impact on

any schools without acknowledging the preschool s existence within the same block where a new Tour lane

roadway will connect the proposed bridge to West Peachtrce Street

First Presbyterian Preschool is the oldest preschool in the City of Atlanta having been in operation for

more than MJ years We enroll moie than 100 children aged approxim»iely 6 monihs to years old Many

^ of those children live nearby and walk with their parents to the preschool crossing Peachtree Street on foot

at Uth Street oi 16th Street The preschool hat a cupool line thi« times a day The entry point for the

carpool line is on Peachtree Street and it feeds out the back of the church s property onto Lombardy Way

and then to West Peachtrce Street directly into the path of the proposed bridge s travel lanes

In addition the preschool s three playgrounds are located at the rear of the church s property half a block

from the proposed new intersection between the bridge and West Peachtrce Street In light of the frequent

smog alerts we have had this summer when children had to be kepi inside to prevent damage to their lungs

we hope thai you have accurately assessed the risk of local air pollution smog and particulate matter in the

immediate vicinity of Plh Sued and our playgrounds We ate also concerned about dust floating from the

Atlantic Steel site during demolition and the possibility of contaminants in that dust

Since the EA did not consider he existence of ihe preschool il does not address the specific impact of the

road project on the preschool and the children there We ask that you add the above information to your

analysis and provide an accurate assessment of the expected impact on the traffic public safety noise and

air quality surrounding First Presbyterian Preschool

Thank you for the opportunity to comment in this important public process

Sincerely

Ginny Munget
Chairman First Presbyterian Preschool Board of Directors

c« Vp A 1 V^or f fe f Ms S„j—

xvc or
6oo cU

Mr b IU f\ bc

September 2000

To

Re Environmental Assessment 17lh Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my
grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents
polluting our air and destroying the fabric ofmy neighborhood as I know it today The
environmental assessment ails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park
and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed 1 do not support Ihe 17th
Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

So Polo N6

64 ^ 2720
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238 Tifaerdh Street

Atiantcn QA 30309
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September 21 2000

Mr Ben West

United Stiles Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta GA 30303

Dear Mr West

We are writing regarding the Environmental Assessment I 7 Street Extension

^ and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

As homeowners in the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta we are very

concerned about the above mentioned project No matter what anybody says we all

know that the 17 Street bridge and extension would create a huge amount of increased

traffic through our neighborhood Everyone involved with this project needs to sit back

and picture how their own neighborhood would be affected if a bridge and extension

from a busy commercial area dumped traffic into their residential area and they would

make every effort to redesign the bridge to divert traffic away from the neighborhood

When we moved to Atlanta five years ago we chose Ansley Park because it is a

quiet neighborhood where parents and children can walk to the numerous parks people

can walk jog and cycle around the neighborhood and there is room in front of our homes

for our friends to park when they visit Please do not allow the quality of this residential

neighborhood to be destroyed

Please consider redesigning the 11 Street Bridge and extension to divert traffic

away from the Ansley Park neighborhood We do not support the 17 Street bridge and

extension project as it is currently designed

Sincerely

Doyt and Gracia Conn

LUfrJL

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Fax 404 562 9598

RE 17
k
Street Extension and

Atlantic Steel Project
Environmental Impact

Dear Mr West

I am a long time resident or the Ansley Park neighborhood I cm very concerned about
the rapid growth taking place in midlown and the lack of consideration being given to the

Impact ihe new development will have on our neighborhoods

A prime example is the proposed I7U Street extension and the Atlantic Steel Project
This project will generate increased traffic in my neighborhood and endanger the liv s

and safety of our children not to mention the increase in pollution

To get a better understanding of the impact of cut through traffic on a neighborhood you
merely have to drive down Peachtiee Dunwoody Road After you drive please tell me
whether you think it s safe for children to play or cross the road And what about the
level of pollution in the neighborhood during Ihe hours of 7 00 a_m 10 00 a m and
4 00 p m 7 00 p m

As a substantial taxpayer 1 believe I have a right to insist that federal state and city
governments not use my tax dollars to destroy or reduce the quality of life in my
neighborhood in crrdet to facilitate the flow of uafTic mainly for people who don t live or

pay taxei in Fulton County

It Is Imperative that you support a comprehensive environmental impact assessment

which will identify the impact on Ansley Park and provide remedies for those impacts

Thank you for supporting our community

CA Jojei

IS~IOO
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Bernhard Kempler
114 17th Street NE

Atlanta GA 30309

404 892 0522

cr

September IB 2000

Mr John Hanklnson

Regional Administrator

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street N W

Atlanta OA 30303

Re Environmental Assessment of 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr Hanklnson

oo As a thirfty year resident of Ansley Park neighborhood In Atlanta I have welcomed the

plans to develop the Atlantic Steel property However I am very concerned about the

Impact of the current plans for the 17th Street bridge and extension These plans will

result in a massive Increase In cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering
the safety of Its residents polluting the air and have a destructive impact on the

fabric of neighborhood life It is difficult to understand how the environmental

assessment can fail to even recognize that Ansley Parte will be seriously affected by
this bridge project

Massive new developments wrthln the city should not be at the expense of older

historic and established neighborhoods such as Ansley Park Current plans lor the

17th Street bridge must be redesigned to divert traffic from Ansley Park The impact on

Ansley Par1 must be fully Identified and plans must be made to mitigate and remedy
those Impacts As presently proposed I cannot support the 17th Street and extension

project

Yours truly

Bernhard Kempler
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September 2000 fkce d jj^ go

To

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear ^ VKA l\J 4 77

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase m cut through traffic m my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know it today The

environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to diver traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation o remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

K PEACHffl EJr ioS JR

AIUMIA GEORGIA 303a

deaiWJi

ayers}sck yohoo com To Ben West R4 USEPAflJS@EPA

09 27 2000 03 32 AM

ce John Hjnkinson R4 USEPA US{§ EPA Jim

Kutiman R4 USEPAAJS@EPA encc dir@Qr»a org
lom colemtn@doi state ga us

Subject Ansley Park

Ansley Park is an old and important neighborhood
within

metropolitan Atlanta The bridge which you are

proposing would be an encroachment on the peace and

tranquility which residents currently enjoy

Atlanta has seen urban mismanagement change the city
to

its detriment The bridge would be a continuation ol

this trend

I lirmly recommend that this proiect be modified

Jack E Ayers

Oo You Yahool

Send instant messages get email alerts with Yahoo Messenger
http7 im yahoo com
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September 11 2000

Mr Charles R Brown

President

Atlantic Station LLC

1349 West Peachtree Street

Suite 1770

Atlanta GA 30309

Dear Charlie

It is my understanding that the Environmental Assessment for the Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment project is entering its final stages with an upcoming public hearing
While I will not be able to be present at the hearing I would like to express my support

Tor the project

From Georgia Tech s point of view redevelopment of this site is positive in many

respects First it will clean up what has been Tor many years a sad eye sore on the edge
of one of the major entrances to Georgia Tech Second it will provide amenities stores

•4^ and housing for our faculty staff and students that have been long missing from this area

Third it will serve as a catalyst to upgrade all oT the neighborhoods around it and this

will be all to the good for us Finally the innovative approach to he reclamation of the

site and its integration into a new urban setting is proving to be a wonderful

research demonstration project for our students working in environmental engineering
and urban and regional planning

We look forward to the completion of the project and wish you the best as you go

forward

Sincerely

Wayne Clough
President

Georgia Irutirule of Technology
AtUnlJ Oorgii 30332 0335 USA

phone 404 094 5051

fax 404 894 1277

A U«il tW lin rmiry Syilrm « Crv»|M A l4« l limit nJ [n^wnl Or^pnumty InjfiUlm

September 21 2000

Mr Ben West

Director

Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta GA 30303

Via Fax 404 463 3105 and U S Mail

Dear Ben

^Vd co

130 Full Union FUn

999 Paachnaa Sum

Atlanta Gaoigia 30309

404 892 4787

Fai 404 892 OOSO

iwh midlownalhanca O Q

1 1 CUfH DVMII

The Mldtown Alliance remains committed to the completion of the Atlantic

Steel project and the necessary Infrastructure to make It a smart growth
success story We are also well aware of and concerned about the traffic

Impact of both the Atlantic Steel Bridge and other new development on the

Ansley Park neighborhood To this end I want to reiterate our continued

support for a plan to mitigate the Impact on this historic neighborhood that

would Include federal funding for traffic calming measures within Its

boundaries

More specifically It Is of course the purview of the neighborhood to Identify
the necessary traffic calming measures necessary within Its boundaries

However the Mldtown Alliance considers It our responsibility working In

collaboration with EPA and others to determine solutions within the Blueprint
Mldtown boundaries that would mitigate transportation impacts on adjacent
neighborhoods To fulfill that responsibility we are facilitating a community

planning workshop for the area north of H Street and are conducting traffic

analyses for 14m Street and 15m Street At this point we have hired a team

of engineers and designers Including Moreland Alltobelll URS and Peter Drey
and Associates The Initial analyses should be completed In the next eight
weeks and more specific schematic design will be undertaken In January of

2001

We would not only be willing but would In fact like to expand the scope of

this effort to Include an analysis of the transportation alternatives that have

been proposed to divert traffic away from Ansley and to Identify a preferred
alternative If one can be found 1 will call you In a few days or please feel

free to call me to set a time to discuss this option In person

Best regards

Susan Mendhelm

President and CEO
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September 21 2000

Letter to Ben West EPA

From Susan Mendhelm Mldtown Alliance

COP tt provided

Kris Holland Ansley Park Civic Association

Rogers Barry Ansley Park Gvic Association

Katherine Brokaw Ansley Park Civic Association

John Hankinson EPA

Tom Weyandt ARC

Catherine Ross GRTA

Tom Coleman G DOT

Joe Palladi G DOT

Rodney Slater Federal DOT

Michael Dobbins Department of Planning Development City of Atlanta

Faye deMassimo Federal Highway Administration

Larry Dreihaup Federal Highway Administration

Jerry Franklin Federal Transit Administration

Governor Roy Barnes
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shenn©fl@mldtown»l li To Ben West TMAJSEPAAJS ©EPA

10 03 2000 01 43 PM
cc

Subject bridge

¦

Brian Leery said that EPA had extended the comment period or the Environmental Document I

have some additional thoughts that I would like to add to the public record if that is still an option

Let me know I don t think they will have a terrible ripple effect on anything in particular They are

as follows

1 Rather than stacking the cars on the Techwood ramp that are headed to either to 10th or 14th

Street extend the ramp under 14th Street so that the 10th Street traffic can continue moving and

allow the 14th Street traffic to come up to grade end turn onto 14th Stteei

2 Create an 6 to 10 foot landscaped buffer ie planting bed between the automobile traffic and

the sidewalk where there are more than 4 lanes of combined SOV or HOV travel lanes

Ben l went to Chicago recently and walked on several bridges and wide street sections Some

^ cross water and some don t One observation that I had was that although you might not need a

t
sidewalk capacity of greater than 15 feet the planting bed will give this bridge the possibility of

ys being an attractive transit walking option either or commuting or or recreation It provides a sense

of protection end safety Typically a planting bed on a bridge would have been cost prohibitive
because of the weight of the soil but there are new technologies and lighter weight soil types out

there that are reasonable alternatives

Shannon

1 2 7 0

lesstcaQlowegellary co To Ben We«t R4 \JSEPA \JS

m

09 29 2000 02 22 PM cc

Subject 1 7ih Street Bridge

September 27 2000

To Mr Ben West

United Slates Environmental Protection Aoency

Atlanta Federal Center

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project
Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am a resident o the Ansley Paik neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my grave

concerns with the above project The 17th Street Bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive Increase in cut through traffic m my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know it today The

environmental assessment fails to recognise that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plant for the 17th Street Bridge must be redesigned to

divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park and

provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours truly

Bill Lowe

J • ett 1 htm



September 2000

To Ha {W VJ

tf fevWK iM SuJ

OjtiJx MT 4t 3o3

Re Environmental Assessment I7lh Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project Fuhon County Georgia

Dew

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write lo you to express my

i_i grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

polluting our air and destroying the fabric ofmy neighborhood as I know it today The

jC environmental assessment toils lo recognize thai Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned
to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation lo remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours Truly

^UUr\VudT~~
Suaan PuaB

111 WMtchaalM Squara
238 15th StMt

AUarta GA 30309

bfad9« h[ Ubrsln olutl To Ben W« Jt R4 USEPA US

oni com

10 02 2000 05 33 PM tc

SubJ«ct 1 7th vtr«et bridge

Mr Wast

Mv name is Brad Kibler at 108 Peachtre Circle Atlanta GA 30309 in Ansley

Park We are not in support o the 17th Siraet bridoe as is currently

proposed We do support the efforts and recommendations by the Ansley Park

Civic Association

Brad Kibler

404 074 1415

brad@wholebfainsoluiion5 com
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September^ 2000

To

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment

Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear ^hm

^ 1 am a resident of the Amley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

d grave concerns with the above project The 17th Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its residents

poOuting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know h today The

environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned

to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park

and provide mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Yours Trufy

3vc
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September 25 2000

Ben West

EPA Region 4 EAD

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta GA 30303

RE Atlantic Steel

Dear Ben

Unfortunately I missed the recent Atlantic Stauon meebng I had an Urban land Institute function to
attend After reading the story in the AJC the folkwng morning t realized how loudly Ansley Park residents
opposed the project I felt it was important for me to give my opinion n support of ifte project I kved on

Beveity Road for the past 4 yean and have recently moved out of my parents house However they sWlive there Beverly is one of the busiest roads m Ansley U is the most prominent cut through between
Peachtree and Monroe or Piedmont Based on this you think my parents and I would oppose this bndge
that will increase traffic through our neighborhood However I am a huge supporter of the Atlantic Station
project and the 17 street bndge I believe the neighbortwod ts being selfish and short sighted If we want to
fix the traffic problems of Atlanta we have to start somewhere Inita y traffic may increase through Ansley
Parte However I think the bog term potential benefits outweigh any immediate negatue vripad cA the
project Everyone in Atlanta preaches smart growth and wants to fix traffic problems but the same people
cry not in my backyard when high density developments are proposed MARTA at Lindbergh and Atlantic
Station are perfect examples t think the oty can work to enforce the current restrictions that are v\ place to
limit cut through traffic and turns into our neighborhood thereby bmfcng the traffic flow Overall I think this
project will be a huge asset to our neighborhood It wifl provide desperately needed retail restaurants and
entertainment to the residents of Ansley

Sincerely

a— t

Patrick C Busko
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September 29 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

Re Environmental Assessment 17lh Street Extension and

Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County

Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I

write to you to express my grave concerns with the above project The

17
1

Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a massive increase in

cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its

residents polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood
as I know it today The environmental assessment fails to recognize that

Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the I7
1

Street

Bridge must be redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In

addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park and provide

mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not

support the I701 Street bridge and extension project

JOL lp

13079}

^ ellislerhardt
Ctmmtnltl Dnljo

September 26 2000

To Mr Ben West

United Stales Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

Re Environmental Assessment 17 Street Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am a resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to you to express my

grave concern with the above project The 17 Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a

massive increase in cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the safety of its

residents polluting our air and destroying the fabric of my neighborhood as I know il today The

environmental assessment fails to recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this

project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge must be redesigned to divert

traffic away ftom Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park and

provide mitigation to remedy hose impacts As presently proposed I do not support the 17th

Street bridge and extension project

Sincerely

J Stanley Ellis

1171 Air pen Beule »ii4 PO Boi 4471 J MoUU Alibtan 14404 „l |l« 4 74 1141 ¦• « 474 U14
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September 20 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environment^ Protection Agency
Adim a Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30303

RE Environment Assessment

17th Street Bridge and Extension Atlantic Steel Redevelopment Project
Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr Wen

I am writing to you as a concerned resident of the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta

1 am very concerned about the Environmental Assessment 17th St reel Extension xnd the Atlantic Steel

^4 Redevelopment Project 1 do not think this project will have a positive effect on my area

•

^ The 17th Street bndge and extension threatens to cause a massive increase in traffic in my neighbo hood

^ This will endanger the safety of the residents pollute our air and destroy the fabric of our neighborhood
is we know it Despite the fan this letter is only being sent to you from one individual you should

realire the massive problems this will create for the entire area 1 fear that the environmental assessment

failt »n recognize that Ansley Park will even be affected by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17ih Street bridge MUST be redesigned to divert traffic

AWAY from Aniley Park In addition you MUST identify the impact on Ansley Park and provide

mhigatioo to remedy this impact

As presently proposed I would like to go on record that I DO NOT SUPPORT the 17th Street bridge
and extension project and I would appreciate your assistance in getting this message across before it is too

latel

KY mam

H

EMORY UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE

wiBam T Branch Jr md MaCP

Carte Srnltfv Sr Pnrfessof ot Mtdttic

vve Chairman tor Primary Care

Dcpanrrter oi Meddne

Director Otvblon of Ocnerai Medckie

Emory university Scftool cH Mcdfctne

\j

ISIS CUfiOT Road

AltOTIJ G\ JOJJ1

14041 77»S433

404 77 2010 FU

September 21 2000

Ben West

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION AGENCY

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth St SW

Atlanta OA 30303

Dear Ben West

I am concerned about the environmental impact of the proposed bndge connecting the
Atlantic Steel Project to West Peachtrce Street This bridge appears to be poorly
designed for an urban neighborhood and likely to dump large amounts of traffic onto an

already congested area leading this traffic cut through residential neighborhoods that

may literally destroy these neighborhoods

I do not believe the full environmental impact of this project has been thoroughly studied

or publicly released

In a city overcome by air pollution the effort to attract large amount of automobile traffic

into the midtown area appears to be ill founded This will increase the air pollution in the

city Also it will bring traffic into already highly congested areas such as Peachtrce

Street and as pointed out above into residential neighborhoods that can not manage the

traffic

So far to my knowledge there have been no funds appropriated for a thorough traffic

pattern study of the entire impact of the 17 Street bridge on the adjacent neighborhoods
nor have any funds been appropriated to put into effect a comprehensive traffic plan
including traffic calming measures Until tiu s has been accomplished satisfactorily I do

not believe this project should proceed

I would add in an urban neighborhood where the initial laudable goal of renewal of

residential property in a brown field was conceived adding on to this an enormous

commercial enterprise of dubious value designed to attract large amounts with outside

traffic and a highway design more appropriate to interstate located outside of the urban

area is a travesty in my opinion I am disappointed that the EPA has participated so far in
this ill conceived approached I hope that measures will be taken to get this project back

on track as originally conceived chiefly as residential renewal

Sincerely

W r^Jiry
William T Branch Jr \AXxJ
Director Division ofOeneral Medicine

Emory University School of Medicine

WTB ma
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September 29 2000

Mr Ben West

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta Georgia 30303 8960

I write to express my views on the proposed redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel site and

the environmental assessment prepared in relation to the extension of 17th Street

I strongly support redevelopment of the Atlantic Steel site and believe that the project if

managed properly should qualify as a traffic control measure under federal clean air and

transportation laws Jacoby Development and other interested parties have made important
commitments toward addressing environmental and transportation concerns However some of

the commitments must be strengthened or expanded before the project goes forward Below are

more in depth comments on particular aspects of the 17th Street Atlantic Steel project that I

either strongly support or about which I have concerns

Pcsien of the 17lh Stmt Bridge
If your analyses are correct the current design of the 17th Street Bridge itself appears

adequate to proceed with the project as a traffic control measure I strongly support the inclusion

of wide sidewalks and dedicated bus and bike lanes Similarly t support bike lane sidewalk and

dedicated bus lane requirements within the Atlantic Steel redevelopment site 1 also strongly

support the bridge having the capability of accommodating future light rail service across Road

lanes on the bridge should be restricted to a maximum of two in each direction In addition I ask

that you consider restricting access to one of the lanes in each direction to high occupancy

vehicles HOVs

While I support the general design of the bridge itself I have several concerns about the

proposal for integrating the bridge into the surface streets at Spring West Peachtree and

Peachtree Streets These concerns are more thoroughly detailed below

Traffic Impact on Adjoining Areas

I strongly support ongoing study of traffic flow in Midtown and a financial commitment

to addressing the traffic concerns of neighborhoods potentially impacted by development of the

Atlantic Steel site and construction of the 17th Street bridge The environmental assessment

contains a proposed memorandum of understanding MOU which attempts to address these

concerns Appendix I I am concerned that the MOU does not provide a sufficiently strong

commitment to address the concerns of the Ansley Park Civic Association and other Midtown

entities

The MOU provides a dedicated funding source for traffic calming measures in the Home

Ben West Letter

September 22 2000

Page 2

Park and Loring Heights neighborhoods It also provides for a commitment by the City of

Atlanta to provide temporary barricades for studying the effects of restricting access to the Home
Park Loring Heights and Ansley Park neighborhoods However the MOU does not provide a

dedicated funding source for traffic calming measures in the Ansley Park neighborhood It

merely tasks the City of Atlanta and Georgia Regional Transportation Board GRTA with

securing potential funding for these projects The MOU should provide a dedicated funding
source for traffic calming measures in Ansley Park as it does for the other neighborhoods The
financial cost of this commitment is relatively small in comparison to the scope of the project
and tax incentives provided by Fulton County and the City of Atlanta

I am concerned that the MOU does not sufficiently protect neighborhoods from potential
traffic impacts In particular the MOU lacks a strong enforcement measure should any of the

signatories fail to fulfill their commitment under the MOU and the MOU provides that any

signatory may unilaterally terminate he MOU These provisions provide neighborhoods little

protection should any of the signatories act in bad faith For these reasons I believe the

signatory parties must strengthen the commitments they make under the MOU

The MOU provides for a study of the project s impact on traffic in Midtown 1 believe
that this traffic study should be modified to ensure that it specifically examines the project s

impact on traffic in the Ansley Park neighborhood with neighborhood representatives sharing
oversight of the study The Ansley Park neighborhood is a National Register Historic District
Federal law requires that this project not adversely impact the integrity of the neighborhood The
traffic study should identify threats to the neighborhood and propose specific solutions to address
these threats

In addition I support several changes recommended by the Georgia Trust for Historic

Preservation In particular I believe that all traffic flowing east on 17th Street should be forced
to turn South on Peachtree Street The intersection should be right turn only for automobiles

coming from the direction of the proposed bridge

I also support unproved access from Buford Highway to Piedmont Road In particular
the Georgia Department of Transportation should install a new exit from northbound Buford

Highway onto Monroe Drive near the Red Cross building This change will address safety
concerns with the current Monroe Drive exit and improve access to Piedmont Road and Ansley
Mall While the Buford Highway exit onto Monroe is a good distance from the proposed
redevelopment improving the exit will directly improve traffic patterns resulting from
construction of the 17th Street bridge

1 75 1 83 Flyover

1 strongly support the exclusion of proposals to change the 1 75 85 interchange from any
approval that might be gTanted the Atlantic Steel 17th Street project 1 have serious concerns

regarding the proposed flyover connecting 1 75 south to I 8S north The flyover would produce
adverse noise impacts and be a visual blight to the area The visual impact of any flyover is

particularly important in light of the effort to make the 17th Street Bridge a landmark gateway to

Midtown and Downtown 1 also question the need for the flyover as the current interchange
functions properly so long as drivers adhere to the speed limit Under no circumstances should
the proposed flyover be included as part of the 17th Street Atlantic Steel project When the
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Page 3

flyover is studied its environmental review should include the cumulative impact oMhe Atlantic

Steel 17th Street project and proposals Tor HOV access to Midtown

HOV Access to Midtown

I also have serious concern] about the proposed 15th Street MOV bridge and support its

exclusion from any approval of the 17th Street Atlantic Steel project While I recognize that

there may be a need for dedicated HOV lane exits from the downtown connector into Midtown

il is inappropriate to tie construction of the 17th Street bridge to the construction ofHOV exits

This project also should be subject to an environmental review that includes the cumulative

impact of the Atlantic Steel I 7th Street project and the proposed flyover discussed above

Stormwaier Run Off

While I support the developer s efforts to address stormwaier run off on site I am

concerned about the development s impact on the approximately 300 acres upstream from the

Atlantic Steel property Before redevelopment off site stormwaier would flow into a series of

two process ponds on the Atlantic Steel site The stormwaier then would flow into the Orme

Street Trunk on ils way to processing at the Tanyer combined sewer facility The proposed
development would eliminate the two process ponds and reroute off site upstream storm and

wastewater directly to the Orme Street Trunk Rerouting the water eliminates any off site

stormwaier retention that was provided by the process ponds The reduced retention could

increase peak flows into the Orme Street Trunk and the Tanyer CSO facility possibly resulting
in additional overflows when heavy rain events challenge the capacity of the Tanyer facility For

this reason I ask that the EPA examine the possibilities or separating upstream waste and

stormwaier and 1 rerouting stormwaier to bypass the Orme Street Trunk or 2 providing some

means of detaining the upstream stormwaier off site

Thank you for providing me the opportunity to comment on the proposed Atlantic Steel

and 17th Street bridge project Properly implemented this project will revitalize a depressed
area of Midtown Atlanta and help to address sprawl and air traffic concerns in metropolitan
Atlanta I look forward to working with you to see this project to fruition

Suicerely

Lewis

nber of Congress

cc Tom Coleman GDOT

Faye diMassimo FHWA

Jerry Franklin FTA

John Hankinson EPA

Kris Holland APCA

Catherine Ross GRTA

JL gd

September 22 2000

Mr Ben West

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta Georgia 30301

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Sled Redevelopment

Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Weit

I write as a concerned resident of Ansley Park a neighborhood and community listed on

the National Register of Historic Places While the Atlantic Steel redevelopment offers

exciting opportunties Tor tins city and state the citizens and taxpayers whose funds win

be used to support It deserve he highest degree of care planning and compliance with

applicable laws before the project moves forward 1 have reviewed the Environmental

Assessment dated August 2000 the EA In my opinion the Environmental

Assessment does not satisfy the requirements of applicable federal law including but not

limited to NEPA the US DOT Act the Administrative Procedures Act or the National

Historic Preservation Act nor did Ihe federal agencies and contractors follow the usual

federal procedures under those statutes and their implementing regulations in compiling
and publishing this EA Il seems to me that the EPA and the other federal agencies will

fail in their obligation to avoid litigation over federal agency actions if Ihey continue to

advance this HA or issue any finding of no significant impact FONS1 based on this EA

inducting Appendix I

1 luppoct the Ansley Park Civic Association s position regarding the unaoceptability ofthe

Draft MOU as staled by letter of August 4 2000 I support all of the Anstey Park Civic

Association s requests for a negotiated agreement including enforceable funding for

planning and implemesiting 1^ to avoid impact on our National Register

neighborhood enforceable Unding for planning and implementing miligation measures

and tlgnifirjni advance involvement and input in any other projects hit might have impact
on our community In the alternative 1 suggest thai the EPA and other federal agencies
move on to

•

fil a full Environmental Impact Statement EIS including detailed

Section 106 and Section 4 f analyses that include Ansley Park

Sincerely

r f l v _J tP—C ~

Catherine Brokaw

227 Peachtree Cirde

Atlanta GA 30309

ILummI
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October 6 2000

Mi Ben West

United States Environment Protection Agacy
Atlanta Feder ] Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta Qeorgia 30301

Re Envfroomesiul Assessment 17th Street Exlmaoo and Atlantic Sted Redevelopment
Project Fkikon County Georgia

De r Den

m The Ansley Ptii Civic Assodatioa APCA hit just received the letter from Ike

i Midiown Alliance dried September 21 2000 stitmg hi desire to take responsibility
working b odUbomnn with EPA and others to determine fohittoai whhln the Blueprint

O Midtown boundaries that would transportation impiott on adjaeent
neighborhoods While we welcome the Midtown Alliance s Input and expertise and we

hive alwiys worked cooperatively with the Midtown Affiance including the Blueprint
Midtown process} the APCA doe not regard the Midtown Affiance s input as

substitute or the independent analysis ofmeasure to avoid or mitigate Impacts on Ansley
Park that we have rapieased

As a residential community Ksted oa the National Register of Historic Places Ansley Parle

hat concerns inleretta sad legal rights thai are aeparale and distinct from the interests

represented by the Midtown AIHanoe although Hint of our Interests do overlap In

addfeioa the turn wotting for the Midiown Alliance includes Moreland AkobelH and

URS Damos Moore who have been intimately involved from the outset with the

Atlntic Sted project They played a lead role fa shaping and writing the Concept Report
the TCM the Environmental Assessment tad iD the related and supporting documents

many atwhich we find hadequaie tn wldiMdng th» qmtfic hstpic ol tin projec an

Ansley Park URShaa already been hked to design the 17th Street Dridge and Extension

aa currently proposed long before the federal agencies have even spproved the

Environmoital Assessment or soy IMR or UK or addressed the commcols received from

the public There would be an obvious snd enormous conflict of Interest if those firms

were retimed to rtaucu their own plans or ahenusivM to tbou plant They would not

be b a podrioo Cor example to recommend changes that might prevent intact on Ansley
Paris but conffict with the desires of their clients In tddhiot we have serious concerns

abool the validity of the traffic volume estimate presented b the Environmental

A iwwimH at prepared by Morelud Akobelll

Oct QG 00 05 03p ho 11and binks
404 Uas 9927

The Ansley Park Civic Association remains committed to continuing its cooperativefclttlonihip with the Midtown Alliance I myself ah on the board of the Midtown Affianceand APCA representatives are participating b the October plannbg workshops sponsoredby the Midtown Alliance regarding the proposed Arts Center District However theMidtown Affiance u not in a position to represent Ansley Park s sepitste interetts andrights as a National Register reddmtial district which relite directly to this
Environmental Assessment

Sbcerety

Kris Holland

President Ansley Park Chic Association

Cc Susan Mendheim Midtown Affiance
Scnttor Max CIeland
Senator ZeQ Miller

Congrcaarzufl John Levria

Rodney Slater US DOT
Carol Browner US EPA
John Hank son US EPA
Tom Weyandt ARC
Catherine Roaa ORTA
Torn Coleman GDOT
Joe Palladi GDOT
Michael Dobbins City ofAtlanta
Faye deMaashno FHWA

Larry Dreflurap FHWA
Jeny Franklin FTA

Governor Roy Batnes
Senator Vbcent Fori

Represaitativc Katliy Ashe

Mayor BID Campbell
Robb Pitta President City Council
Lee Morris City Council
Charlie Brown CRB Realty
Mkfacrwu AHianoc Exwxurve Committee
Allison Vulgamore
Dorothy KirUey
Greg Pixton lite Georgia Trust
Richard Hubert Esq
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Ansley Park Civic Association
Pott Offict Box 77125 ~ Ctaofgia 30357 \o{ o oo

August 4 2000 VIA TELECOPY

Mr Ben Wm

United State Ennrenmemal Protects Agency
Atlanta Fnkil Cnur

61 Poreyth Street iW

Allan GA JOJOJ

RE ATLANTIC STEEL AKD THE PROPOSED 17™ STREET BRIDGE

Dear Ben

I haw seen the DraA Memorandum of Undemanding CMOU iXar you sent lo Mary McGovrrn in my

tbsence and I haw he foUowiog coauomu And I know Out Kathcrine Brofcaw has also ducnued lbs

Mlb you

Pint I undtmand tha this Ij a dftft only and ii not to be presorted or publiihed as anything that the

m Ajulcy Part Ovie Aiwriaioc has e^ d io or has taken any part in drrftio^ Seccod I b U«v« Mary hai

r\ alrudy told you and Chartk Brew thai wa hava serious rvaervations abort ike dnA as h «m pi fouled to

h » «s wt couM oof agree to it ifcbou lobtiamx disamioo of its terms ihhough M wwild hke lo explcrc
the possibility of a nagotiatad agreement and art happy to daoui h whh you Specifically one rf our

biggest concerns ti thai while Iha developer has commuted to fending a conprthemive traffic ttudy in

Mldtowo and Aruky Part tfcich ««appraciite there appeal lo be oo tflfarcable commitoeiil by uy
agency or the deviloper to actually implement try recommendations dut might ooom from ih tfudy We

havt conslfiently to d all the agencies including at our last netting in Miy thai m wnl 10 tee an

tnfmteirtt coramtmea ef ktocrtfied Funding to prrvtm aid midgut lb andeolflbl import of the

propoied bridge 00 Anstoy Part We art alio conoesned about the unilateral termination provisions and the

dupuie ftidabon provuiom In adcfelicrv Um draft MOU assumes Ihtf ihert will be no change tn the

euro propped 1 for the bndga Bid roadways and wtdonot with to nit out lha powhlily

Third arothet concern U thai the Ml describes the APCA and two other neighborhood organizations
4tb tb« Mktom AUIaact at belag the dteJgmud rvpmeaothiM for the ioereats and positions of the

ttmre neighborhood and Mldtowo Aitnta The Mldu w Ktlghbon Association playt tha lairing rait ta

Rfmeoring iu memben who si raaidrnti cf MidKTwn as distinguished from AniJey Part and k ruuftbt

bvriuriwd in any Asaudcea of impact 00 Midumn Wt haw just been told by Raad Lauorabdsey

Chair c NPUE th acne of iht other neighborhood lo NPO E hat btcn shown this MOU to hu

knowtedga and that be himMtf hat oot Men it Wt start Randal 1 insistence that any agreement involving
more lhan Aniky Park reus addrcu the inevitable impact oa the other neighborhoods thai are east of the

tntentau and 6om neighborhoods mail be consulted

The diKuasioo is the drrt MOU cf the proposal 1 preaeotsdlo ut in May reftrcfcngchanget ai the entrance

of 17 Strict li somrvkhat aulm Bg Wt made H dear m thtf dmo th whi « ajch a change night be part
of to 9v«f«U Mludan and wct« willmg to di cuM it « i«ch a ooe il v^uld Lka}y dK^rl baffit to c h«

antry points oao the poghfaorhood from 15 Street to Beverly Read AJto vodd oot agree to any

tuch diangt «hhoot irpm from the afftctad propany owners 00 that block Finally in spilt of amonoat

thai tht EPA will mpood la writif\g lo tb a pacific poiau ni d is tht APCA s Uttcn of April 26 tod May

I 2000 wt hav oot itcervtd thai Tht draA MOU aloot U not «i adequate rttponit to tht rptctfic iuutt

rauad in thote ledan Wt look forward to iht EPA and all tht publK tganeiM futftiling all of their

uanaory

OS 00 11 58 hoi 1 and banks
BB5 g927

\ uty^ntskd that yoc wont o sieei with soe cod cibtf rtpretantaovea £ the APCA tome tune tht w«cfc ofAugkut 21 rffctr publication of Iht propoted Eovtrcmineaetl Aatonnenl t wUI get back 10 yog »d h totntpoauble dalea for th meeting As you know we art diMWoiaedby the EPA s rtfutel our requtil lotee tht prtlimmtry Mt of the Esvuoaxncotal Aateaimeot w^ile k 1 bciagcucuiaudto c ha paranbut I will look forwB d to Mttng tht pobUihad venion as »ooo u ii u avtiUbk Of oourtc willaddtiooal oomraents during ha pubLie ooovntcri phist

Thanki Btn aad t bop »« can all move forward to sddrui our naighbochood t cooctrm ia a OManngfuJway Wt look forward to ertang with you and tha other agrnciot and portitt

Sincartly

\maM\
ICrit Holland

President Aniiey P»k Civic Association
21 ThePrado

Adcnta OA 30109
404 115 9248

Cc Caherine Roas Gtorga Regional Toruportatioo AuthorityTom Coleman Georgia Department of Tnosponatsoo
Michael Dobbins Qty d AdanSa

Faye di Maitimo Fedenl Highway Administration
Rodney Slater U S Department of Transportation
Carol Browner U 1 EPA
John Hankinsoo Regional Administryor U S EPA
Ben West U S^ EPA
Covenvor Roy B«mti
Senator Max Cleland
Repmeouavt John Lewis
State Senator Vincent Forte
Stata Representative Kalhy Ashe
Councilman Lm Moms
Ctolea Brown CRB Raalty Astocuic
ioe Palladi Geot^u Department d TruspoitAon
Susan McndhciA MJdlown Allianoa

Rirefel Lautzeoheutr Chan NPU E



© 0
IpTSITHE

°

Fiji GEORGIA
TRUST

RECLAIM • RESTORE • REVITAtIZE

OMrtw

Mr f 9vArWH b

Mi C Dn«i |o«M • Put rtwwi

t Tom • I »»

Mn MimMild

Mr knb Atitr

W WiC lurrt »•••

K» U »n O • «

Vlirr • fcnvrlt ftrvfwndk

kit l d AIW ln »« AdtMl

Ml hmCMit

c kmClitl

Ibw Ci» m 4«M

sti ImiCtowr

Mi Oukn U liux

\4i W linCnm Atitr^

MATf Ar» CnMrv

M Mw lUdrrtfv 0»MW SC

Vk taw P»W» IMffVt tli ifclfc

V

to

l «li ¦» » Adtrm

\1n m»|n Cwmk

Ota 1 k v»v r D

w M«nl Una V

Dk V Hit iMt «Nn

K D^Xltnfcf—

MtC lllifM«w Caram

\ Urn

^uiLktUnn lirmA

Mji o««« c n«a f« i i

VVi Mi U k Mann

M M rt B Un A mm

M U»f Kr4wt«U h fnto^n

l» 11»In MM Mix

k 0 wfc «»• M»W

Ml MtMiurt

^avtiraiWnn CunrfHrj

Ml rSIMaMov

kft S«c»W HikwvO

WtV«t»HMitMAw nHmr

lk C iy i I ffin A OO

October 5 2000

Mr Den West

Environmental Protection Agency

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta Georgia 30303

Dear Den

On behalf of the more than 9 000 members of The Georgia Trust for Historic

Preservation the Trust which is headquartered at Rhodes Hall on the comer

of Peachtree Street and South Rhodes Center in Midlown Atlanta this letter

provides comments on the Environmental Assessment 17s Street Extension

fGDOTproject NH 7141 00 900 P I number 714190 and Atlantic Steel

Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia EA of August 2000

The Georgia Trust supports development of the Atlantic Steel Properly and also

supports a four lane bridge with an additional two lanes permanently dedicated

for mass transit and bicycle traffic and a wide promenade on either side

permanently dedicated to pedestrian use However the Trust believes that under

the National Environmental Policy Act the National Transportation Act and the

National Historic Preservation Act the current design of the east end of the

project fails to adequately acknowledge or mitigate the adverse effects that will

occur on the Ansley Park Historic District as a result of this project

The Georgia Trust appreciates the responsiveness of the Environmental

Protection Agency EPA the Georgia Department of Transportation GDOT

and other involved parties to the comments of the City of Atlanta the Midtown

Alliance The Georgia Trust and others from April 2000 in regard to the

evaluation of this project as a transportation control measure TCM

The Review Process

The environmental review of this project has been unusually abbreviated for a

project of its magnitude One ofthe strategies to abbreviate the review was to

separate the review of the Atlantic Steel site from the Environmental

Assessment of the 17 Street Bridge and Extension The Trust questions

Thr Georgia Truii whether this bifurcation is legal
foi Hltloric Pr t rv«lion

1516 Pejchlree Stnel NW

AllinU GA 30309 2916

404 WI 9930

404 875 1205 fix

www gtoigUlniX org
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Preservation of Historic Resources

The Georgia Trust s greatest concern is the failure of both the initial Atlantic Steel project
evaluation and the current 17 Street Bridge assessment to propose actions to preserve historic

resources The preservation of historic resources and the protection of the natural environment

are compatible and complementary Preservation of historic resources is also compatible and

complementary to new development of the sort proposed by this project as many previous

projects have shown The EPA has not demonstrated a commitment to the preservation of

historic resources in this project The EPA chose a plan to demolish all 11 historic buildings
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places on the Atlantic Steel Site in order to cap the

brownfteld as its approach to environmental mitigation The Georgia Trust does not believe that

this is a good model for brownfteld redevelopment It wastes the productive value of these

resources causes substantially more impact on landfills to accommodate the demolitions and

removes the historically culturally and architecturally significant fabric from public use and

future public education In light of the public interest in quickly redeveloping this area The

Georgia Trust did not object to these demolitions However the loss of these historic resources

on the site requires that extra care be taken with the rest of the project to avoid negative impacts
on other historic resources and areas

The No Build Alternative

The Georgia Trust does not believe that the no action no build scenario developed as part of

the EA p 2 18 is realistic The large scale development 8 million square feel proposed in this

no build alternative is highly unlikely and unfeasible if the IT Street Bridge is not built

Among other shortcomings development of 1 5 million square feet of retail without adequate
access is not possible The square foolage far surpasses all the retail space now available in

Midtown which has excellent access In addition development of a large 600 000 square foot

hotel if separated from the rest of the Midtown business community is highly unlikely A result

of this unrealistically large scale no build alternative is that the projected average annual daily
traffic in the year 202S is substantially greater for this no build alternative than it would be

otherwise Therefore when the EA compares the traffic from this overly large scale no build

alternative with estimated traffic from the preferred alternative the impact of traffic attributed to

the bridge is substantially understated

Trafllc Analysis
Projected Growth

The greatest flaw of the EA is that the traffic analysis is inadequate The projected growth of I 5

percent for the interstate and 2 percent for surface streets is far below the recent rate of traffic

growth in Atlanta particularly when projected to the year 202

I
h
Street West Peachtree to Peachtree Street

Information from the existing study appears from The Georgia Trust s review to be seriously
flawed According to Table 4 I on page 4 14 and Figure 4 2 on page 4 13 the Trust observes

the following In the preferred alternative the block of IT Street from Williams Street to Spring
Street would carry 35 750 cars On the next block to West Peachtree Street 17 Street would
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carry 30 600 cars Bui inexplicably he next block of 17 Street between West Peachtree and

Peachtree Street would carry only 3 950 cars Even though the project ends at Peachtree the

projections show that the next block east which enters Ansley Park between Peachtree and

Peachtree Circle would cany an additional 400 cars or a total of 4 350 cars Why is the block

west of Peachtree that comes to and from a multi lane bridge estimated to carry less traffic than

the block to the east of Peachtree that enters Ansley Park Why do the projections estimate that

of the cars on 17 Street at West Peachtree only 13 percent travel to Peachtree

7 Street vs If Street

Neither in total number of trips nor percentage of shifting traffic are the projections on 1 Th Street

related to the current traffic on 14 Street On 14 Street between West Peachtree Street and

Peachtree Street traffic currently averages 15 050 which is 381 percent higher than the

projections for 17 Street This 15 050 total is 69 percent of he traffic from the previous block

west on 14 Street This 69 percent of traffic carried over from he West Peachtree intersection

to the Peachtree Street intersection on 14 Street is 530 percent higher than the 13 percent
estimate of cany over on the same blocks on 17 Street No explanation is offered in the EA for

these anomalies These anomalies did not appear on Table 4 I of he EA because all he blocks

on 17 Street west of West Peachtree were omitted from Table 4 1 unlike similar blocks on 10

14 and 16 Streets

i j Action vs Preferred Alternative

A similar disparity appears when comparing the no action numbers from Figure 4 1 on page 4 12

to those of Figure 4 2 on page 4 13 the preferred alternative These figures and the summary

table on the next page show a similar disparity in the number of cars on 14 Street When

comparing the no action alternative to the preferred alternative the block on 14 Street between

West Peachtree and Peachtree Street shows 6 700 fewer cars for the preferred alternative than the

no action alternative Yet each of the three blocks o he wes show an average reduction of

26 000 cars These reductions are attributed to he cons nic ion of he 17 S reet Bridge The

EA does no explain he extreme disparity between the small reduction in traffic on the West

Peachtree to Peachtree block of 14 Street in comparison to he three blocks to the west In

addition the EA does not explain this reduction by an increase on any other east west bound

street between West Peachtree and Peachtree Street in the vicini y Fifteenth Street and 16

Street are shown to cany an identical amount of traffic in both the prefened alternative and the

no action alternative In the preferred alternative Seventeenth Street has added 35 750 cars

between Williams and Spring Street and 30 600 cars between Spring and West Peachtree but

inexplicably only 450 cars between West PeachUee and Peachtree Streets Where did the 6 700

cars no longer traveling east west between West Peachtree and Peachtree Street go All of these

unexplained disparities point to the conclusion that the traffic studies for the preferred alternative

provide an inaccurately low estimate of the impact of 17 Street traffic on Peachtree Street

directly across the street from the block where Ansley Park begins These disparities particularly
related to 17 Street on the block between West Peachtree and Peachtree Street result in the EA

underestimating the adverse effect thai he 17 Street Bridge will have on the Ansley Park

Historic District
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Ansley Park

Table 4 1 also shows an additional 3 300 cars per day that enter Ansley Park going in an east

west direction as a direct result of this project The environmental assessment prepared foi the

project slates implementation of the proposed project would increase the amount of traffic on

most entrances into Ansley Park and Peachtree Street but enoneously concludes the

prefened alternative would not adversely effect this neighboring sic setting Page 4 57 The

EA subsequently states furthermore the prefened alternative would not alter the overall

character of the resource or its historic and architectural significance As documented above

The Georgia Trust believes that the number of cars estimated to enter Ansley Park is undeistated

Even if the numbers were conect however 3 300 more cars per day would measurably and

adversely effect the quality safety viability selling and value of the Ansley Park neighborhood
Since the project ends at Peachtree and 17 Street which is across Peachlree Street from the

block where Ansley Park Historic District begins the adverse effects that will occur are

secondary and cumulative impacts that are by legal precedent a part of this project

Context of the Project
An understanding of the context of this project is important in assessing Ihe responsibility for the

project to provide mitigation In the Midtown area there is no outlet for traffic heading to or

coming from the east north of 10 Street and south of Monroe In Ihe area south of 10 Street

the streets are built on a grid system with numerous outlets Piedmont Park blocks all east west

traffic north of 10 Thus in the north end of Midtown beside Ansley Park there is built up

demand for traffic desiring to go east In the north south direction there are two pairs of one-

way streets — Spring and West Peachtree and Juniper and Piedmont — and one two way street

— PeachUee S ree — that bring traffic north and south in Midtown These five streets

consolidate by or near Ansley Park into only two less efficient two way streets — Peachuee and

Piedmont Thus the existing road configuration strains traffic in both a north bound and an east

bound direction in the Ansley Park vicinity This system is currently at or near capacity

particularly on Peachtree Street This already strained situation is further reason for Ihe need for

mitigation from Ihe proposed project in this area

Such mitigation would best serve the historic district if an alternative for east west traffic were

found Development of the prefened alternative with retail on the scale of a super regional mall

as well as substantial office space and residential will result in traffic seven days a week The

retail and office space will attract useis from throughout the area One specific geographic area

not served by any limited access highway major artery or Marta rail is the northeast segment of

Atlanta that includes North Druid Hills LaVista Emory north Virginia Highlands Momingside
and other neighborhoods adjoining hese areas Cunently commuters from his area use

Momingside and Rock Springs Road in their east west travels to Midtown Ansley Park is

directly between these roads and north Midtown With construction of the 17 Street bridge

Ansley Park would provide the cut through link for traffic from these areas to Atlantic Steel

Any option thai is developed for diverting Atlantic Steel traffic from Ansley Park must provide

an alternative access to the part of Monroe between Piedmont Road northwest to the 90 degree
turn by the Red Cross building Any solutions north of this point on Monroe would be
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inconvenient and therefore unused by all of this neighborhood generated traffic whose outlet at

Momingside intersects Piedmont only a short block north of Monroe

Over the past SO years urban neighborhoods throughout Georgia and the nation have been

degraded by highway projects In particular historic neighborhoods have been negatively
affected because most of these neighborhoods were built on through traffic streets These

neighborhoods were originally constructed with numerous outlets which disburse traffic

throughout the neighborhoods filtering it like a wetland For the past SO years the pattern of

road building has been dead end neighborhood streets that now into feeders which flow to

collectors which flow to arteries The dumping of such arteries directly into historic

neighborhoods is like dumping a large culvert of rapidly moving water directly into one spot in a

wetland The systems are

incompatible and the area is overloaded Rapid erosion of the quality of life in neighborhoods
can and has occurred from similar highway projects ending at neighborhood boundmies

An automobile culvert has previously been constructed at the edge of Ansley Park When

Interstate 85 was substantially widened in the 1980s the old interstate bed was extended and

renamed Duford Highway Extension This extension has one exit onto Peachtree Street north just
south of the interstate overpass on Peachtree Street near Brookwood Station This exit was

formerly a two way exit but a right turn only concrete banier has made it a one way exit onto

Peachtree Road north The highway was extended past this exit around a 90 degree turn to end

mli behind and beside Rhodes Hall The private street at South Rhodes Center was purchased from

i
the Rhodes family descendants and made into a public street connecting exiting Duford Highway
Extension traffic onto Peachtree Street This street intersects Peachtree Street directly opposite

y the Peachtree Circle entrance to Ansley Park All the Buford Highway traffic is coming from the

northeast having just passed the Monroe Drive exit Thus unlike traffic from the proposed 17

Street bridge extension little or none of this traffic cuts through Ansley Park to get to Monroe

But because the traffic coming off the highway is pointed directly at the neighborhood this artery

has greatly increased both the number and the speed of cars entering Peachtree Circle During

morning rush hour most of these cars are headed for Colony Square which also intersects

Peachtree and Peachtree Circle at the other end of the circle Other cut through traffic accesses

parking garages for Peachtree Street buildings through alleys connected to Iff1 and n streets

According to Moreland Altobelli Associates Inc in Figure JI in the Project Concept Report
Technical Appendix only Ave cars per hour traffic cross Peachtree Street from South Rhodes

Center east to Peachtree Circle at the peak hour of traffic By actual count on April 26 2000 from

8 20 8 34 a m 52 cars crossed Peachtree Street in 14 minutes or an estimated 220 cars per hour

This number of cars particularly when transitioning from limited access highway speeds and

dumped onto a neighborhood street creates a substantial negative impact This cut through traffic

uses this neighborhood street simply because it is pointed in that direction and it provides easier

access than turning south onto Peachtree Street TrafTic from the 17 Street bridge would not only

reproduce similar local cut through patterns but would also funnel into the Ansley Park Historic

District traffic headed to northeast Atlanta
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If historic urban neighborhoods are to survive and thrive particularly in a metropolitan area

growing as fast as Atlanta part of the transportation plan must be to prevent arteries from flowing
directly into pass through neighborhood streets to employ traffic calming devices to guide to

slow down and even to diminish pass through trafTic and to implement highway alternatives that

efficiently move traffic around such areas rather than encouraging traffic to flow through them

Transportation funding and other subsidies for suburban development have often overlooked

urban smart growth pattemed historic areas or adversely effected them After major urban

decline during the 1950s 60s and 70s it is now the time for transportation policy to help facilitate

and protect the urban revitalizalion gains that have been made throughout the region from

Summerhill to the Martin Luther King Jr Historic District from Inman Park to Candler Park to

Ansley Park and others

Summary of the Shortcomings of the EA

The EA falls short of its legal obligations The EA does not accurately analyze traffic arising
from the project that will negatively impact the Ansley Park Historic District The EA also does

not provide substantive analysis of the historic district itself These shortcomings resulted in an

inaccurate finding in the EA of no adverse effect on the Ansley Park Historic District As

documented in this letter the proposed 17 Street Bridge project would have a substantial adverse

efTect on the Ansley Park Historic District due to an increase in traffic that was not accounted for

in the EA This substantial adverse effect requires mitigation However no mitigation measures

for this adverse effect were provided in the EA

Proposed Mitigation Measures

Therefore The Georgia Trust proposes the following mitigation measures to accomplish three

ends to deflect from the Ansley Park Historic District as much as possible the traffic that arises

from the project to improve alternative routes that move this traffic around the historic district

and to calm traffic from the project that enters the historic district

To Calm Traffic
1 Complete a comprehensive traffic study of the area of Midtown and the Ansley

Park Historic District between 10 Street and Monroe including a reassessment of

the trafTic counts in the EA to provide a context for comprehensive solutions to

transportation problems in this area particularly the east west problem This study
as it relates to Ansley Park should have a particular focus on solutions to mitigate
the impacts of traffic from the 17 Street Bridge

2 Dedicate sufficient funding to pay for implementation or mitigation measures

internal to the Ansley Park Historic District that are developed in the above study
and dedicate funding to perform any environmental assessment within Ansley Park

sufficient to permit the expenditure of federal funds within this neighborhood
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To Defied Traffic
3 Provide the following interim solutions outside the Ansley Park Historic District

A On the exit from southbound Buford Highway Extension onto Peachtree

Road North that intersects Peachtree opposite the iXL headquarters or the

old Equifax Building remove the right turn only barrier so cars can exit

either north or south on Peachtree Road

B At the end of Buford Highway Extension South at the comer where

Rhodes South eastbound intersects Peachtree Street just south of Rhodes

Hall install a right turn only barrier onto Peachtree Street heading south

into Midtown so that cars cannot directly enter the historic district from this

federal aid limited access exit

C On 17 Street eastbound at the intersection of Peachtree Street install a

right turn only barrier into Peachtree Street southbound Further west on

this same block just west of the rear entrance to the Mitchell King
House Nix Mann Associates rear annex make 17 Street a one way

one lane eastbound only street similar to the recent changes to I8
k
Street

between West Peachtree Street and Spring Street

To Improve Alternative Routes

4 On 17® Street eastbound at West Peachtree Street improve signage to encourage

use of Buford Highway Extension to access Piedmont Avenue Use the existing

Buford Highway Extension roadbed reduce the speed limit narrow the lanes and

add a third lane in each direction

5 Build a slip lane exit onto Monroe Drive that exits traffic onto Monroe at the point

where it takes a 90 degree turn opposite the Red Cross building If an exit cannot

be built directly onto Monroe at this point an alternate route will be of very limited

value An exit further north on Monroe will bypass traffic to and from the

northeastern segment of Atlanta — the North Druid Hills LaVista Emory north

Virginia Highlands Morningside area Providing a convenient alternative to this

traffic is critical to mitigate the impact of the 17 Street Bridge to the Ansley Park

Historic District Therefore it will be of no value for mitigation purposes An

additional solution is needed to easily access traffic onto Buford Highway
Extension southbound at this same point

To Accomplish These Measures

6 In keeping with the National Historic Preservation Act develop a memorandum of

agreement which includes the above items as mitigation for the adverse effects of

this project Include The Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation and the Ansley

Park Civic Association as signatories with a seal at the table for decision on the

expenditure of future funds
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Conclusion

If the Atlantic Steel development undermines the stability of the Ansley Park Historic District

whose real estate value The Georgia Trust conservatively estimates as 300 million the net gain
for Atlanta will be dramatically diminished The development of mitigation measures will allow

successful development of this project while minimizing the negative efTect on Midtown and

Ansley Park for a totally positive net gain

Yours truly

Gregory B Paxlon

President CEO

8

cc Chajles Brown CRB Realty Associates

Rodney Slater U S Department ofTransportation
Faye di Massimo Federal Highway Administration

Georgia Department of Transportation Tom Coleman Joe Palladi and Frank Danchez

Catherine Ross Georgia Regional Transportation Authonty
Senator Max Cleland

Senator Zell Miller

Representative John Lewis

Governor Roy Barnes

State Senator Vincent Forte

State Representative Kathy Ashe

Lonice Barrett Department of Natural Resources

Ray Luce Historic Preservation Division Department of Natural Resources

Councilman Lee Morris

Michael Dobbins City of Atlanta

John Sibley The Georgia Conservancy
Susan Mendheim Midtown Alliance

Charlene Vaugn Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

Betsy Merritt National Trust for Historic Preservation

Boyd Coons Atlanta Preservation Center

Chris Holland Ansley Park Civic Association
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Subject no subject

September 17 2000

Mi Bwii Wnl

United States Environmental Protectkn Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Fonryth Street S W

Atlanta OA 30303

Re Environmental Assessment 17th Street Extension and Atlantic Stool

Redevelopment Project Fuhor County Georgia

^ Dur Mr Wast

0\
We an residents ol the Arwley Per neighborhood h Attanta We write to you

lo npnai grave ooncems whh the above projeat The 17th Street bridge arid

•rismton threaten to cause a massive kicreasa to the already high vduma of

cut through traffic In our neighborhood We happen to Vve on B»verty Road

which has been under a traffic nutty and review lor taveial ysan due to the

traffic and the other development Istuea currently Impacting the area The

current environmental sssessment talli to recogrtes thai Ansley PtuK win

even be affected by this project

Before the project proceeds current plant lor the 17th Street bridge must be

redesigned to dhrerl traffic away Irom Anatey Peril In addition you must

Uentty the Unpads on Aneley Park and provide mitigation to remedy those

Impects As presently propouo we do not support the 171h Steel bridoe and

extension project

Sincerely
Marc Grauer Nancy Keyes
200 Beveriy Roed
Atlanta OA 3030S

404 8MS70

Oct lu » 2 u

Palladl Jot

From mcooy100rrindsprtr g com
Sent 8unday September 17 2000 11 23 AM
To Ms Catherine Ross orgOmlndtprfng mm
Cc Joa Palladi Kathy Ashe Aaron Watson

September 17 2000

Re Environmental Assessment 17lh Street Extension and Atlantic Steel
Redevelopment Project Atlanta Fulton county tieorgia

To Whom It May Concern

Aa i resident ol the Ansley PaiV neighborhood I am greedy opposed lothe
17th Slroot t 1orwlon and Allantio Gtocl Rcdovolopmont Protect which as

presently proposed would create a new development at the expense ol tome ol
Atlanta s otdar welt astabiished neighborhoods

Please oppose INs sttsmpt to allow a massive cut through ol traffic
create

ne and much more serious alt pollution end destroy tie safely end quiet
character

of our neighborhood

We have ought lot yen to keep Anjtoy Part a nattonaly recognlted quiet
and beautiful neighborhood and now urgently seek your support lo requite
redesign of this project to protect our neighborhood from this metalve end
vtfiy
undesirable change

Yours very Uvty

Rawson Foremen
238 15th Street N E

Houte No 16
Allania Georgia 30309 3584
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Oclober 4 2000

Mr Ben West

United Stales Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Atlanta GA 30305

Re Environmental Assessment 17° Street Extension and Atlantic

Steel Redevelopment Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am a resident or the Ansley Park neighborhood in Atlanta I write to

you to express my grave concerns with the above project The 17th
Street bridge and extension threatens to cause a massive increase in

cut through traffic in my neighborhood endangering the sarety of its

residents polluting our ur and destroying the fabric of my

neighborhood u I know it today The environmental assessment Tails

to recognize that Ansley Park will even be afTccted by this project

Before this project proceeds current plans for the 17th Street bridge
must be redesigned to divert traffic away from Ansley Park In

addition you must identify the impacts on Ansley Park and provide
mitigation to remedy those impacts As presently proposed I do not

support the 17 Street bridge and extension project

Sincerely

Glen C Stephens
A

Kathleen E Riley

175 Avery Drive N E

Atlanta Georgia 30309 2700

October 3 2000

404 872 7090

Mr Den West

United Slates Environmental Protection Agency
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street S W

Allanta Georgia 30303

Re Environmental Assessment I7lh Sueet Extension and Atlantic Steel Redevelopment
Project Fulton County Georgia

Dear Mr West

I am a resident of the Ansley Park Neighborhood in Allanta I write lo you lo express

my grave concerns regarding the above project The 17
1

Street bridge and extension

threatens to cause a massive increase incul through irafTic in my neighborhood
endangeung the safely of our residents polluting our air and desuoying the fabric of my

neighborhood as I know it today The environmental assessment fails to recognize that

Ansley Park will even be alTected by this project

Before this project begins current plans for the I7
1

Street bridge must be redesigned lo

divert traffic away from Ansley Park In addition you must identify the impacis on

Ansley Park and provide mitigation to remedy those impacis As presently proposed I

do not suppon the 17 Street bridge and expansion projeel

Yours lrulyv

f Oteifc tep iens^

Kathleen E Riley

c~fh ei\ f—
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