
U.s. Envir()nn~nlalProtection Agency-Veteral1!i Health Admlnistnuion
Compliance AS'iistance Commiln~nt Slaten~l1t

This document defines the l:ummiunenlS of the Office nf Enfo«:ement and Compliance
Assurance (OECA) of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department nf
Vt:terans Affairs' Veterans HeaJtll Administrlltion (VHA) to mutually 1:00perate on the projeels
dcscrilll:d below. It is the mutual goal of the two parties tllat these projects will result in
improvemellls to the environmental compliance SllItus nf VHA facilities around the N3I;on, The
panies mutually agree to:

I. Enler into ncgotiations to develop a mutually satisfactory agreement that addresses: (a)
VHA's condocting environmental compliance audits. and (b) the process to be wed by VHA for
the self~disclosureof violations of environmental n:quiremenlS discovered lJy VHA through self~

audilS so lI.S to properly invoke tlle benefilS available under EPA'S ltrC'nlivt:~ for St'/f-PoJjcing:
Disco>'t:ry, Di~d(}$urt:, Corrt:ction (Jl1d Prt:vt",tiol1 of Vio/alio1l$ policy, 65 I'edcntl Register
196/8 (issued April 11,2000. effoctive May II. 2000) (alkla Audit Policy).

2. EPA will conduct Environmental Management Reviews (EMRs) at VHA facilities mutually
agreed upon by VHA and EPA. VHA will work with EPA todetennine VHA facilities where
EMRs will be conducted.

3. VHA will update the cnvironmcnlitl compliance auditing protocols in its Safety Automated
Facility Evaluation (SAfE) program antIJor we alternative environmental auditing prolocols In
condoct environmental audils.

4. EPA will advise VilA on developing cnvironmentaltraining materials. The first priority;s
for training of As.'lOctate Diroctors of VA Medical Centers. The purpose of the training is to

raise the awarcocss of Associate Directors and improve their knowledge of environmental
requiremenlS applicable to VHA facilities. EPA will also assist VHA with tecbnical e~pcrtisc 01"

moor mutually agreed upon training priorities.



5. OECA rep1\:l;Cntlui~esshall allCnO. as mutually agrct.'u. VHA cnvironmcllIlIJ mL'Ctings,
confel'Cnces and training -.:s.~ions 10 ( I) rdisc awareness of environmental rcqlliI'CmenL~and ~2)

mutually e~change infomlation and ideas.
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