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TRANSPORTATION CONFORMITY

The Bridge to Cleaner Air

Stare and local agencies throughour the counrry are look-
ing for strategies 1o relieve traffic congestion, improve air

[raniporranon sysrem.

Transportation conformity, a Clean Air Act requirement,
helps communities ensure that federal funds go o
transportation activities that are consistent with their air
quality goals. The conformity process is administered jointly
by the U5, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
LS. Department of Transportation (DOT),

Conformiry applies to transporration plans, transportarion
improvement programs, and highway and rransit projects
funded or approved by the Federal Highway
Adminiscration (FHWA} and the Federal Transit
Adminiscration (FTA). It is required in areas that do not
meet, or previously have not met, air quality standards for
ozone, carbon monoxide, particulate matter, or nitrogen
dioxide. Conformity provides an opportunicy to address
air quality and transportation goals for the new 8-hour
ozone and fine particulare marter (PM; <) air qualiry
standards.

A conformity determinarion estimates emissions that will
result from an areas transportation system, and demon-
strates that those emissions are within the limits outlined
in the stare’s air quality implementaton plan. Conformicy
determinations also ensure that transportation and air
quality agencies are consulting with one another, and thar
"qU'ISFH.ﬂ'lHIiDVI control measures in an il]:"lj:"ﬂ'ﬁ‘r'l-'."'i.i SEALE Air
quality implementation plan are being implemented in a
timely fashion.




What Are the Benefits of Transportation Conformity?

As a bridge berween the air quality
and rransportation planning processes,
LrANSPOrEion cunlhrmit}- is a critical
element of the Clean Air Act,

It encourages cooperarion among vari-
ous governmental enities and can lead
o implementation of new and innova-
tive transportation projects and air
pollution contral measures as well as
IMProvements in pl:;nning dara and
modeling. Projects and control
measures are selected becanse they can
reduce pollution from the existing Heet
or prevent pollution from being
created in the lirst place.,

Improved Coordination

Between Transportation and

Air Quality Agencies

Effecrive consultation on transporea-
tion conformiry brings together
professionals and officials from the
transportation and air qualicy sectors—
two highly specialized and rraditionally
disriner fields.

New and fmnovative
Ii‘fmspomm'.—?:u It ’rﬂj.ﬂr‘ff and Air
Pollution Control Measures

Some U5, cires have implemented
new and innovative projects and air

pollution control measures as a result
of the need 1o demonstrate conformiry.
Smart growth, transit-friendly trans-
POrCAtion projects, comimuter
programs, the purchase and use of
alrernarive-fuel buses for public transic
systemns, diesel retrofit programs, and
anti-idling reduction projects are
examples of how some areas have met
their conformiry challenges.

Improved Tools and Analyses

Conformity helps move the state of
modeling and data collection o a
higher level. More and higher quality
demographic, economic, land use,
travel, and air qualicy data are
collecred, and models are improved to
creare berrer air pnllminn projecrions
for conformity. These improvements
have resulted in beceer air qualicy and
transportation decisions, and have
been beneficial where rhese same rools
are used for other local planning
purposes.



How Are Communities Using
Transportation Conformity?

Several ciries have added new projects and measures to meer their
ait quality and rransportation goals for the 1-hour ozone

air quality standard. EPA encourages communities to consider
these and other innovative projects and measures when developing
conformiry dererminarions and stare air qualiry jn]plenlel]r:;rinll
plans for the new 8-hour ozone and PM; < standards,

B Beaumont/Port Arthur, Texas, provided truck stop electrifica
rion o reduce vehicle idling.

® Houston, Texas, implemented a heavy-ducy diesel retrofit and
replacement program.

B Houston and Dallas, Texas; and the District of Columbia,
implemented programs to reduce single occupancy driving
|.'|_1_r' COMIMuters.

W Adanta, Georgia, used the conformity process to assist agencies
in addressing significant growth in vehicle miles traveled. To rec-
oncile air quality and transportation needs, state and local offi-
cials reevaluared transportation planning goals and added new
eransit and land use initiatives. In addition, the FOVErnor created
a regional planning authority o integrate rransportation and air
quality concerns,

B Charlorte, North Carolina, addressed increased vehicle miles
rraveled and resulting emissions increases with the creation of a
long-term transit and land use plan. Vorers passed a $50 million
local rax referendum to fund the new plan.



cc hat Agencies Are Involved in the Conformity Process?

reation pla

r implementation plans; and malki
hnrmm {']L'[Lfl'.l'l]['l.:lfll ns. I]m interagency consultation process ensures that all rel-
evant parti 1 parricipare in rh:: cess. Public participarion is also provided

for prior to conformity determi

What Agencies Make

Conformity Determinations?

MPOs make inirial conformiry derermina-
tions in metropolitan areas. State departments
of transportation do not make determina-
tions, but they can assist in analyzing emis-
sions from ourside metropolitan planning
organization boundaries, FHWA and FTA
mike final conformity determinations.

HOW Often Are Conformity

Determinations Required?

Conformity determinations must be made
whenever rran

| transic projects receive FHW, "'L or
ppra rw.l In u‘]r]u n, plan

-Wh.at Role Does

EPA Play in Conformity?

EPA, in consultation with
FHWA and FTA, is involved
with many aspecrts relared 1o
transportation conformity,
including:

* Writing federal conformiry
regulations

-

Issuing narional guidance

-

Deve]nping emissions
modeling tools

-

Providing conformity train-

ing to state and local agen-

cies

* Providing technical and poli-
cy assistance

* Determining if stare air

quality implementation plan

mator vehicle emissions

budgets are adequate for

conformity purposes

Whel' € Can I Find More Information on

Transportation Conformity?

Additional informarion regarding rransporration conformity regulations, emissions
budger adequacy, rraining, regional conracts, and guidance documents is available
on EPAs transportation conformity Web site at <www.epa.gov/otag/transp/

traqeonf homs,
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