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Sampling, Monitoring Work to 
Begin Near River 
Little Scioto River Superfund Site 
Marion County, Ohio October 2010 

Beginning the week of Oct. 18, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
contractors will begin ground water and sediment (mud) sampling activities 
along the Little Scioto River. Workers will be testing for semi-volatile organic 
compounds or SVOCs, including polyaromatic hydrocarbons or PAHs and 
metals originating from the former Baker Wood Creosoting site on Holland 
Road. P AHs are associated with coal tar creosote that was used to preserve 
wood while the plant operated from the 1890s to the 1960s. 

To collect ground water samples, temporary monitoring wells will be installed 
along the bank of the Little Scioto River and its tributaries. This work, which 
will last about three weeks, will cover about nine river miles. It will start at 
Green Camp and move north past state Route 309. Based on the results, the 
wells will either be abandoned or more wells will be added to determine how 
much contamination exists and where it is headed. 

Contractors will take 
sediment samples from 
small boats. Fish and 
mussels will also be 
sampled to determine if 
any ecological risks 
exist. This work should 
take about two weeks to 
complete. 

A small staging area will 
be temporarily located at 
the closed city of Marion 
Landfill near Holland 
Road and state Route 95. 
Work will take place 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 

Equipment such as this Geoprobe may be used to 
collect samples in the Little Scioto River. 

weekdays. No more than eight people using small pieces of equipment are 
expected to work on-site, so there should not be any excessive noise or extra 
traffic. Work is expected to continue into mid-November. 

Additional sampling areas 
Additional ground water and sediment samples will be collected from a three
mile stretch ofNorth Rockswale Ditch; two miles ofRockswale Ditch and one 
mile of each tributary of Rocks wale Ditch, Columbia Ditch and an unnamed 
ditch to see if the creosote has traveled that far. 

Samples will also be taken in the northern portion of the river, which was the~ 
target of cleanup work in 2002 and 2006. These new samples will provide 
information about long-term protection from pollutants. 






