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These five classes of

injection wells protect source waters by:

THE UNDERGROUND INJECTION CONTROL PROGRAM
30 Years Protecting Ground Water Through the Safe Drinking Water Act

The Underground Injection

~injection wells.

Control (UIC) Program

On December 16, 1974, President Ford signed
IR the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) into law.
g An original provision of the SDWA established
: the UIC Program to protect underground
. sources of drinking water from unsafe injection
Ly practices. This regulatory program ensures
N - thatinjection activities: are performed safely;
e . protect current underground sources of
- drinking water that supply 90% of all public

L - water systems; and preserve future
~  underground water resources. Today, the UIC
~ Program regulates more than 800,000

Isolating hazardous,
industrial and municipal
waste through deep injection.

US facilities produce billions of
gallons of hazardous, industrial
and municipal waste every year.
Some of this waste is injected

deep below any drinking water
source, protecting the public.

In the 30 years of the SDWA,
Class | wells have isolated more
than 4 trillion gallons of waste
fluid — the amount of water that
flows down the Mississippi River
into the Gulf of Mexico every 17
days.

United States
Environmental
Protection Agency

Minimizing environmental
impacts from solution
mining operations.

Solution mining operations
produce 50% of the salt used in
the US as well as uranium,
copper and sulfur. These
injection wells provide needed
minerals while limiting the impact
to the environment.

In the 30 years of the SDWA,
Class Il wells have safely mined
330 million tons of salf, or
enough salt to fill a salt shaker

7 times higher than the Statue
of Liberty.

Preventing ground
‘water contamination
by prohibiting the
‘shallow injection of
hazardous waste
_ (exceptas partof an
. authorized cleanup).
Shallow injection wells used by large and small
businesses to dispose of hazardous and
radioactive waste threaten drinking water
resources. About 50% of Americans rely on
ground water for drinking water, and the need for
safe, reliable sources in the future is increasing.
Therefore, Class IV injection is prohibited
outside approved remediation programs.

For more information contact the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
at 1-800-426-4791 or visit www.epa.gov/safewater/uic

¥ ClassV

~—— " Managing the
injection of all
——wm other fluids to
- prevent
contamination of
drinking water
resources.

More than 600,000 shallow injection wells are
used for disposal, ground water storage and
prevention of salt water intrusion. When properly
managed, these wells offer communities an
option for wastewater disposal.

In the 30 years of the SDWA, the Class V
Program has identified and managed more
than 300,000 injection wells. The challenge for
the future is to identify the remaining wells and

| work with their owners to keep injection safe. |
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