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Science Policy Council 

"[Assessme nt facto rs] can a lso be used as 
pa rt of a broader evaluat io n of a body of 

evidence t hat is co llect ive ly evaluated 
t hrough a process typica lly referred to as 
a weight-of-evidence a pproach." 

"Whe n EPA considers using info rmat io n 
fo r a pa rt icu la r purpose, careful judgme nt 

is a pplied to evaluate t he info rmat io n fo r 
q ua lity a nd re levance in t he context of 
t he specific Agency act io n be ing 
deve lo ped ." 

Tier 1: applicability and utility 
1. 	 Did t he study eva luate effects of the c he mica I of 

inte rest or its meta bolites known to be formed in 
huma ns? 

2. 	 Did t he st udy eva luate effects in t he tissue (orga n) 
of inte rest or ce lls de rived from t his t issue? 

3. 	 Did t he st udy eva luate ce ll ula r, bioche mica l or 
molecula r effects re leva nt to t he mecha nism under 
conside rat ion? 

4. 	 Did t he st udy include informat ion sufficie nt to 
dete rmine what species we re st udied? 

5. 	 Does t he publicat ion include origina I data? 

Tier 2: clarity, completeness, soundness 
6. 	 Did t he st udy e mploy dose-/ conce nt ra t ion­

response design? 

7. 	 Does t he st udy conta in sufficie nt numbe r of 
re plicates wit hin each expe rime nta l group to 
eva luate significa nce of t he effect? 

8. 	 Does t he study re port va ria bility wit hin each 
expe rime nta l group/condit ion? 

9. 	To what extent t he st udy clea rly a nd completely 
describes bot h t he expe rime nta l details a nd 
results? 




